
 
 

1 
 

 

“Being an American outside of America is no longer safe.” 

 

SURVEY REPORT: 

EFFECTS OF THE EXTRATERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF U.S. 

TAXATION AND BANKING POLICIES 

 

PARTICIPANT COMMENTS – Version 3 of 3 

This version organized by 

COUNTRY 

 

 

Survey Report Prepared by Laura Snyder 

 

4 May 2021 

 

  



 
 

2 
 

Contents 
ARGENTINA ............................................................................................................................ 4 

AUSTRALIA ........................................................................................................................... 10 

AUSTRIA ................................................................................................................................ 76 

BAHRAIN ............................................................................................................................... 79 

BELGIUM ............................................................................................................................... 80 

BRAZIL ................................................................................................................................... 90 

BULGARIA ............................................................................................................................. 91 

CANADA ................................................................................................................................ 92 

CAYMAN ISLANDS ............................................................................................................ 162 

CHILE .................................................................................................................................... 162 

CHINA ................................................................................................................................... 164 

COLOMBIA .......................................................................................................................... 164 

COTE D’IVOIRE .................................................................................................................. 165 

CZECH REPUBLIC .............................................................................................................. 165 

DENMARK ........................................................................................................................... 169 

ESTONIA .............................................................................................................................. 175 

FINLAND .............................................................................................................................. 176 

FRANCE ................................................................................................................................ 179 

GERMANY ........................................................................................................................... 315 

GREECE ................................................................................................................................ 353 

HONDURAS ......................................................................................................................... 354 

HONG KONG ....................................................................................................................... 354 

ICELAND .............................................................................................................................. 359 

INDIA .................................................................................................................................... 360 

INDONESIA .......................................................................................................................... 362 

IRELAND .............................................................................................................................. 362 

ISRAEL.................................................................................................................................. 364 

ITALY.................................................................................................................................... 375 

JAPAN ................................................................................................................................... 390 

KOREA .................................................................................................................................. 399 

LATVIA ................................................................................................................................. 400 

LEBANON ............................................................................................................................ 401 

MALTA ................................................................................................................................. 401 

MEXICO ................................................................................................................................ 402 



 
 

3 
 

NETHERLANDS .................................................................................................................. 406 

NEW ZEALAND................................................................................................................... 436 

NORWAY.............................................................................................................................. 470 

OMAN ................................................................................................................................... 479 

PAKISTAN ............................................................................................................................ 480 

PANAMA .............................................................................................................................. 481 

PARAGUAY ......................................................................................................................... 483 

PERU ..................................................................................................................................... 484 

PHILIPPINES ........................................................................................................................ 488 

POLAND ............................................................................................................................... 488 

PORTUGAL .......................................................................................................................... 492 

QATAR .................................................................................................................................. 494 

SINGAPORE ......................................................................................................................... 494 

SOUTH AFRICA................................................................................................................... 500 

SPAIN .................................................................................................................................... 501 

SWEDEN ............................................................................................................................... 508 

SWITZERLAND ................................................................................................................... 522 

TAIWAN ............................................................................................................................... 550 

THAILAND ........................................................................................................................... 551 

UGANDA .............................................................................................................................. 553 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES................................................................................................ 554 

UNITED KINGDOM ............................................................................................................ 559 

URUGUAY............................................................................................................................ 658 

VIETNAM ............................................................................................................................. 659 

NO COUNTRY AFFILIATION............................................................................................ 659 

 

 

  



 
 

4 
 

ARGENTINA 
Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey Contacted the USA Embassy and Consulate in 2018 and 2020 

[with serious taxation problems due to expiration of tax treaty 

between US and Argentina]. Received no support and not even a 

reply in 2020. 

 

There is no support whatsoever from local USA citizens. The 

Embassy cannot be bothered even on significant issues that 

involve all or most US citizens living in Argentina. Clearly 

expats suffer from taxation without representation. Who do I go 

to on any issue? My USA congressman? Give me a break... if 

the Ambassador here could care less about USA citizens tax 

issues, how can I expect anything from my congressman? 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey [I feel] pissed, abandoned, screwed... plus all my pension and 

retirement income is subject to tax in the USA and I cannot 

benefit from any earned income exclusion on retirement income 

received which is totally unfair.  

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I can't afford a tax preparer. As a result I file US taxes myself 

with free online software. I don't know if I do it correctly. I 

suspect I have missed out on deductions and/or 

credits/rebates/refunds. 

 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
In 2019 I wanted to have a bank account in a new bank called 

BruBank that is online, has very transparent statements and low 

fees. In the first form they ask if you are a US-citizen and if you 

are you cannot open an account. 

 

I felt frustrated and I felt this was unfair and unjust. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey Uruguay banks refuse to open personal bank accounts for US 

citizens due to reporting requirements.   Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I felt frustrated as even if I try I cannot find the answers by 

myself and I do not have the money to pay for a lawyer it is way 

above all my earnings. Sometimes I feel I don´t want to see I 

only have two paths: lying to the IRS or renouncing. This makes 

me feel so sad as I wish I was able to live the life I want, save 

money and grow professionally in compliance with the US laws. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I don´t know if the filing was all right. A tax preparer did it for 

me but we did not have all the information required as the 

calendars of filing are not the same here and in the US. 

 

I feel stressed I don´t know what will happen. I am not a part of 

the business anymore and I am still waiting for the information 

to fill in correctly the forms as the yearly balance was made after 

I left. With Covid 19 all the administrative things are 

disorganised here in Argentina. I did not make any money with 

that business, it was all investment and loss. I had to leave and 

now I still have to send that form and I don´t know if everything 

is going to be ok or if I will be penalised. I am sad and I regret 

filing the first 5471 form as I left the business a few months 

later, made no money and am no longer part of it. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey As a minority shareholder with 48% and board member in one 

company that is majority foreign owned and as the General 

Partner and Board member of a company with majority of USA 

stockholders I have to file an inordinate amount of tax filings 

and information with the IRS. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I immigrated to my country of residence as a citizen of a third 

nation (not the USA). When I had completed my immigration 

process the authorities here mistakenly listed my place of birth 

as the non-US nation despite the fact that I was born in the USA 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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and had provided all the correct information to the immigration 

authorities. This was on my national ID, which I used to open 

my first bank account here. I did not advise the bank that the 

information on my ID was incorrect. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I only managed to talk with the IRS by phone several times. 

Most of the times they could not answer my questions and 

recommended that I talk with a tax preparer or a lawyer. 

 

Last time it was with questions about how I should file form 

5471 for foreign businesses, the IRS person read to me a text 

where it said they could not answer my questions and that I had 

to consult a lawyer specialist in this area. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I was issued an Economic Impact Payment check on the very 

first date, April 24, 2020. It never arrived. I had a trace done, 

was allowed to enter direct deposit information to my US bank 

account, was given a deposit date, which passed and the money 

was never deposited. A new check was supposedly sent on 

August 28. I am still waiting today October 23. I have called 

numerous times. I use the Check My Payment tool daily, and 

have been using it since before it was operational for foreign 

addresses. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I live in a country that does not have a totalization agreement. I 

am a self-employed person and I cannot save money as I have to 

pay double taxation. 

 

Most of the time I have to ask my parents for money to be able 

to pay for US tax and tax preparer. 

 

-In 2015 at the age of 28, when living in France, I first learnt I 

had to be filing taxes to the US. I lived from the age of 2 abroad, 

my parents are not US-citizens and I never received anything 

that informed me of that obligation. 

 

I filed for all the years I had earned money, I filed everything by 

myself because I had no money to pay a tax preparer. I spent 

around 300 hours of time reading and trying to understand all 

the IRS material as English is not my first language. In the end I 

filed and paid nothing as I owed nothing: I lived in a country 

with totalisation agreement and earned far below the threshold. I 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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was surprised and scared when I received a letter telling me that 

I owed money, over $1,500. I called the IRS they told me I had 

made a mistake and the forms where corrected but I could not 

have the information of what the mistake was as I did not live in 

the US so I could not see the transcript online. I had to request it 

by mail. The IRS person told me to pay to avoid further 

penalties and that I could send an amended form afterwards to 

receive a return from the IRS. I had to ask my parents to pay for 

it as I had no money at the time, this made our family relations 

tense. 

 

In the end, my mistake was that I had considered that the 

unemployment compensation I had received from the French 

Government was also excludable from tax as it was foreign 

sourced but I had not seized that it was “unearned income”. This 

made me feel abused by the system. 

 

- In 2016 and 2017 I had a major depression and went to live 

with my parents in Argentina. I did not file taxes back then as I 

was in a very poor health state. The whole thing stressed me a 

lot and I did not want to ask for more money to pay a tax 

preparer but had not a clear mind to do it by myself. I had some 

self employed income but it was very low. 

 

- In 2018 I filed for 2016, 2017, 2018 explaining I was sorry I 

had not filed earlier for the previous years. I payed for the 

penalties estimated by my tax preparer for those years. I had to 

pay the tax preparer $1,000. I am putting the amounts we are 

talking about so you can see how difficult it is for people in my 

situation to comply, and how we are penalised when we try to 

instead of being helped or encouraged. 2016 : Wages $1,038. 

Self-employed Income : $1,502. Tax paid $222. (Double 

taxation as Argentina has not a Totalization agreement and I 

already pay taxes on my self-employed income). 

 

2017 : Wages $1,445. Self-employed income : $1,221. Tax paid 

$173. (Double taxation as Argentina has not a Totalization 

agreement and I already pay taxes on my self-employed 

income). 

 

2018 : Self-employed income : $3,854. Tax paid $545. (Double 

taxation as Argentina has not a Totalization agreement and I 

already pay taxes on my self-employed income). 

 

On November 4th 2019 I received two letters of the IRS telling 

me that I owed more money concerning years 2017 ($203.53 of 

penalties) and 2016 ($273.75 of penalties) I called my tax 

preparer he said they might have not received my checks. The 

notices said I had to pay before October 3rd to avoid further 

penalties but I was receiving the letter as of November 4th. I 
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called the IRS they told me these where further penalties for late 

filing. I told them how can I know how much I owe because I 

had just received the letter, after some time explaining my 

situation they gave me the amount they could see on their screen 

and I paid $15 over the amount in order to be sure. 6 months 

later I received a $1.32 IRS check I still keep as I can not cash it 

in as I live abroad. 

 

- In 2019 we started a small business with another woman. I 

learnt I had to file form 5471. I told my tax preparer that the 

business information about the first year is given by my 

Argentinian tax preparer on March 2020, he told me that it was 

ok, I could give the information on 2020 return I had just to 

inform on 2019 filing that the business exists. I hope he is right 

and that I won´t have any trouble with this. 

 

- As of October 23rd 2020 I haven´t received the Economic 

Impact Payment for Covid 19 situation. Two months ago they 

asked me to fill in bank information as the postal system did not 

work. Since then the “Get My Payment” site shows this : We 

will deposit your payment to the bank account below.” with no 

further information. This makes me feel outraged! I cannot 

believe how severe the IRS is with us and how poorly executed 

this is. I really feel sad and disappointed about this country, I 

feel abandoned when I need help the most. 

 

- In 2020 I had to leave the business I had started to my partner 

because of economic difficulties. I am struggling in Argentina, a 

country that has become very hard with economic restrictions 

and increasing taxation. I wish the US would sign a totalization 

agreement with Argentina and also make a simpler tax system 

for people who earn very little money and live abroad so that 

they can file it by themselves easily. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey 2014-2015 Fined by Argentina after tax treaty expired and tax 

court ruled my 401k retirement savings were subject to asset tax. 

If treaty were extended retirement savings would not be taxed as 

equal treatment rules would exempt retirement savings held in 

USA the same way locally held Argentine retirement savings are 

exempted from asset taxes. These issues were raised with the US 

embassy/consulate and they told me they don't get involved in 

personal tax issues. I explained it affects all USA citizens living 

in Argentina and they said to keep them posted on 

developments, but frankly they just don't give a damn. I also 

alerted the Embassy and consulate that local tax rates imposed in 

2019 on assets held outside Argentina were discriminatory at 

rate is double locally held assets, but I received no response.  

 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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I feel abandoned and frustrated, up against impossible odds 

fighting alone against an unfair and corrupt tax court that never 

rules for individuals versus the state and the USA government 

washed its hands and couldn't be bothered. I have considered 

giving up my USA citizenship but doubt I will. 
 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I decided not to marry. 

 

I can’t believe the energy and money my partner spends in the 

filing for the IRS. We fight about that all the time. I don’t 

understand the logic, this seems completely stupid to me, we 

don’t live or work in the USA. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have never been subject to FBAR, never had that much money 

outside the USA, but I do expect to at some point in the future 

after sales of US assets. Since leaving the USA (both now and a 

previous time I lived outside the USA) I have never been liable 

to pay taxes. I do file taxes mostly because I own rental property 

in New York State and am required to file. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I wish low-income self-employed people that live abroad would 

not pay tax. I wish the IRS would make a simpler tax system for 

people who earn very little money and live abroad so that they 

can file it by themselves easily. I wish there was some kind of 

course that we could take to file for the IRS. I wish everything 

was not sent by mail, as everything arrives too late to us. I wish 

things would be easier to verify, online. 

 

I wish the US would sign a totalization agreement with 

Argentina. 

 

I wish Americans weren´t banned from the banking system 

because of regulations we do not understand. 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey Petition renewal or establishment of a tax treaty between the 

USA and Argentina 

 

I want all foreign tax payments (especially asset tax) and VAT to 

be considered as tax credits against USA taxes and that 

Resident of: Argentina 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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retirement and pension income be provided the same treatment 

as earned income or included under the earned income exclusion 

provision. I want proper representation for USA expats,  

 

STOP TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.  

USA is one of two or three countries who tax their expats - it is 

unfair! 
 

AUSTRALIA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas We are dual citizens in the country we live in. We have not 

encountered many issues with being denied accounts for that 

reason.  

 

But I am so annoyed that there are privacy laws in this country 

and yet Australia sends our bank information over to another 

country. Where is the part of protecting its citizens? They have 

cowed to the USA. I have no confidence that Australia nor USA 

is protecting my financial information from identity 

thieves/hackers.  

 

My parents are still living but have dementia. My sister is POA 

but if something happened to her - what would I/we do to sort 

out my parents’ estate?  Logically both of us should be POAs 

but I don’t due to the related financial issues.  

 

We have had to decline nice opportunities to invest in projects in 

Australia because of the onerous USA tax issues related to it. 

The cost of complying is far greater than the retirement savings 

benefits unfortunately.  

 

I have refrained from encouraging the adult children making 

stock investments because they will need to complete FBARS, 

submit tax returns etc and this will put them in the IRS tax 

system which they have been avoiding so far. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The complexities of weaving in and out of 2 financial years and 

keeping it all straight is very stressful. Worry about getting it 

wrong is stressful. 

 

Paying 2 tax agents is a lot of money and still the work of 

thinking of it had to come from me. 

 

I only find it hard to organise 2 sets of taxes and keeping it 

straight. It’s complex and as I am getting older, find the 

computer stuff hard. Paying an agent in 2 different locations for 

tax prep when I’m low income is ridiculous. There is an element 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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of fearfulness for no reason. I just think I shouldn’t have to file 

in 2 countries. To me, it is very wrong to have to do this. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
I haven't made a lot of money yet so I only had to provide my 

ABN and previous AU tax returns and what I made in between. 

The agent didn't tell me about any extra reporting obligations. 

But it is very stressful to fill out the US tax return and document 

everything separately for the US and Au and convert properly. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Angst, Fear, that my long-term banker in Australia - that helped 

me through from earliest stages of a small loan to get my wife 

through her education (medicine), and loan to buy a vehicle 

when we were penniless returned from US after the 1988 Wall 

Street crash, then a loan to buy our first home, and subsequent 

mortgages to build a small empire, my wife's therapy business, 

more land, etc etc. Now the local branch managers have known 

that I live and work in the US, but have never denied me any 

services. I don't know if they know the extent to which the bank 

is obliged under FATCA to report my assets, bank transactions 

and savings, small super with them (not the main super, which is 

with UniSuper), etc.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Financially burdened by the high cost of having to pay an 

international tax official to file my US taxes. Inability to find 

any information on how to file my own taxes to save on the high 

costs of filing while not being liable to pay taxes not owed.  

 

Stress finding out for the first time that I was still required to 

file/pay US taxes while permanently residing outside of the 

United States. Stress and fear over the implications for not filing 

taxes for two years since my departure from the United States. 

Concern over future tax implications and double taxation when 

attempting to purchase a home overseas and investing or 

building wealth on an international scale while not residing in 

the United States. 

 

I have concern that my banking institution in Australia where I 

reside as a permanent resident with my spouse does not protect 

my social security number as well as a United States banking 

institution would. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida 
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Resident of: Australia I am totally confused as to how to treat Australian 

Superannuation and am very stressed that it is subject to double 

taxation. 

 

After suffering [an injury], no fault of my own, I was in hospital 

for [many] months and consequently received insurance 

payments for TPD and income protection. I paid a lot of money 

for legal advise because it was so confusing with no clear 

direction from the IRS and many different opinions amongst the 

compliance accountants. There is a lot fear about big fines for 

getting it wrong (tax returns, fatca crs fbar etx), so I was very 

stressed. It took my family months to research and I live in fear 

for making a mistake and/ or receiving a huge tax bill. American 

citizenship was one of the best things to happen but it is now a 

horrible burden. 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Annual stress and worry. Intrusive and obstructive to our lives 

overseas. 

 

Annual big expense to pay specialist accountant to handle my 

tax returns hopefully correctly. Difficulty finding definitive 

information about taxation rates around superannuation saving 

arrangements that IRS doesn't understand. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Mississippi I have spent many hours and had sleepless nights worrying about 

how my Australian super will be impacted by US taxation. I will 

have far less income during my retirement years than in my 

working years and the security of my income is threatened by 

US taxation. 

 

There were a few years when the dealing with US taxation 

nearly wrecked my mental and physical health. I feel that the 

average worker with a modest income is the most disadvantaged 

by US tax requirements. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana I fear for my financial situation. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The burden of CBT has caused financial and psychological 

burdens for me, my family in Australia where I live and for my 

child and grandchildren who live in Germany. We derive no 

service or aid from the US nor do we make any demands on the 

US Government. CBT is merely political greed and misplaced 

punishment for US citizens. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas As the complexity of accounting for my retirement savings in 

accordance to the US tax system slowly dawned on me I began 

to have many sleepless nights. I spent countless hours trying to 

understand the rules and the implications. Then explaining it to 

my husband, a non US citizen, and convincing him that we had 

to re-arrange our investments in order to minimise US tax on top 

of paying tax to our resident country has been time and energy 

sapping. But it pains me to have to renounce my citizenship 

because I have an elderly mother and a daughter living there and 

I truly still feel like an American. The whole ongoing issue is 

depressing and stressful. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
When is this nightmare ending? 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Stress frustration learning I had to pay tax after living in 

Australia for nearly 12 years!! 

 

Huge cost of getting it done professionally as well as the time it 

takes to get all paperwork together. 

It is a major pain. 

 

Exorbitant paperwork. 

Hours of stress and worry and sleeplessness. 

 

Antiquated, costly, ridiculous, unjust 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I’m constantly stressing about doing my taxes right. I file taxes 

every six months as the US system is not the same as the 

Australian system. 

 

I have a hard time transferring money to the US on a regular 

basis as I get audited by banks and such as to why I need to 

make consistent transfers.  

 

I have US tax debt and have refrained from several purchases 

due to not knowing fully the ramifications of tax. I have had 

sleepless nights and often feel like a criminal when I’m told 

transfers are under investigation. Money can be held for 

unspecified periods of time with no answer as to what the 

financial institutes are looking for. Which puts me in financial 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 



 
 

14 
 

binds as there seem to be no rhyme or reason why transfers are 

investigated. (In small numbers under 1000$).  

 

I have no idea if my taxes are filed correctly because I can’t even 

check what the accountants do. I have no clear understanding as 

to the ramifications of owning a business or being a sole trader.  

 

I’ve been advised not to own a business as an American living in 

a different country. Which is incredibly upsetting. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia Because I am a US citizen it is stressful and challenging for me 

to make significant financial decisions, i.e buying a house, 

opening a joint bank account, etc, because I'm afraid of the 

implications my US citizenship would have on these decisions. 

These are things I would like to do in the near future but my US 

citizenship is stopping me from doing so. 

 

I don't feel comfortable with the fact that I have to report the 

contents of my bank account, or that I have to disclose that I am 

a US citizen and provide my social security number. While I 

only have one bank account in Australia at the moment, I feel 

my citizenship could pose me more problems in the future. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington It causes SO MUCH STRESS. All I want to do is make money 

in the country that I live in and not be penalized by the US! Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My bank accounts and current investment accounts are currently 

unaffected by FATCA it seems. However, just saying that, I fear 

that I have jinxed myself. I hate living with the stress that 

something could come down on me at any moment - eg banks 

suddenly deciding that I can no longer have an account with 

them etc. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas The most stressful thing I have to deal with every year. 

 

So overwhelmed- very stressful and basically just doing the best 

we can to abide by the law/rules but accept that we may be 

missing things bc It is so difficult. 

 

Stressful every year, extremely difficult to understand even for 

someone with a high level education and senior position in 

finance. Exchange rates, different tax years, multiple 

complicated rules, lack of experienced professionals to assist. I 

now have 2 small children who were born and live in Australia 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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and are US citizens who will now have to navigate this for the 

rest of their lives. 

 

I am currently again 2 yrs behind in filling. I got behind and 

caught up but with a full time job, and 2 very small children I 

have fallen behind filling again- I have self-filed so far and keep 

saying I will find someone to file on my behalf but cannot justify 

spending $2500+ for this service. We have a normal middle 

class situation with no secret $1m accounts so I maintain that the 

IRS really couldn’t be that interested in what we are doing. Once 

I file I won’t owe anything- just the burden of filing. 
 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I get nothing from the US government. There is no such thing as 

a "US Citizen". The proper term for all is "US Tax Subject". 

 

The US government has brought nothing but negativity and hell 

into my life. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   

Registered to vote in: California Just as the British government went to India to rob the private 

British and Dutch East Indian Companies, then annexed the 

subcontinent, sucking taxes, polls, levies and bank accounts of 

Indian citizens (called euphemistically British Crown Subjects) 

for 200 years, American imperialism which took over from the 

British after the end of WWII has seen no end to its devices and 

intrigues. 5 millions yanks outside the US is about as large a 

population as of the nation of New Zealand or Israel. So Yankos 

(yanks overseas) constitute for US government the 52nd state, so 

go get the booty from them, every President who sits or does 

other things in the Oval will be happy with you and reward you. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Tennessee Aside from the issues I have outline, the biggest challenge or 

hurdle I’m feeling is now my own emotional detachment to the 

country I have resided in since I left the US at age 3.5y. This is 

the country I identify most with, but I have always felt proud of 

my dual citizenship.  

 

Now? I feel like I'm just a dollar sign to the US, and a 'too hard 

basket' case to the Aus govt. They have signed our lives and 

privacy away without our knowledge or consent. They have 

breached our privacy. They have enabled blatant discrimination 

against us.  

 

I feel like the country I swore myself to when I gained 

citizenship, has reminded me that, even though they told me I’m 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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equal, I never truly will be. And that when the US tells me to 

jump, the Aus govt provides the (caged) trampoline. 

I feel truly lost and like I belong nowhere.  

 

I want to see these policies removed or adapted. Aside from the 

fact that a large portion of us are not even within the bracket of 

having to pay taxes in the US, the law isn't ACTUALLY doing 

what it was (from my understanding) designed to do. Keep a 

form of FATCA if ABSOLUTELY necessary- but only for 

people who have over a certain amount of assets within a 

financial institution. For example (and using random numbers- 

not based off of any info), if someone has over 500k in USD 

within a single financial institution/bank (no matter how many 

accounts its spread across), AND THEY STILL LIVE IN THE 

USA, then sure, force provision of an SSN for tax purposes.  

But for us abroad? Leave us be! We don't owe you anything!  

I personally feel FATCA should be scrapped altogether and they 

can find other ways to target tax evasion via offshore accounts. 

Because this is NOT WORKING. Look at the current US 

president's tax status as a perfect example. Fix the problems in 

your own backyard before you enter someone else's. 

 

1. Locked out of my bank accounts (June 2020)- no incoming 

our outgoing transfers. This impacted my employment pay, my 

car loan, direct debits for bills, and food purchases. I was 

granted a temporary exemption. Then I received an email (Oct 

2020) saying I was required to update my details or be locked 

out again until I do so. I don’t know if I have a SSN, and I can’t 

currently find out as my consulate is in another state with border 

closures.  

 

2. I left the US at age 3.5 years. I have never worked there and 

have zero financial ties, including investments, inheritance, or 

properties. So I have never learned how to independently file a 

US tax return. It is incredibly expensive to have it done 

professionally, and I have no way of ensuring they are 

completed competently. (Ongoing)  

 

3. No clear information on processes and options that doesn’t 

include fear mongering and threats. (Ongoing) 

 

4. High levels of stress and anxiety about losing access to my 

finances, which is having a flow on effect to my work and 

relationship. Impacts on sleep, work hours, pressure in my very 

fresh relationship about finances. Having to have discussions in 

a 1.5 year relationship that we generally wouldn't have had for 

another 2-3 years. (Ongoing) 

 

5. Loss of work hours due to having to take documents into the 

banks, sit on the phone to the banks, deal with the complaints 
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officer, etc. (Oct and Nov 2020- hopefully ending after this 

week). 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I've waited for things to improve and for the US to do the right 

thing for 29 years. I've been active in Expat groups and 

communicating with our political representatives both in 

Australia and the US. In this time, things have grown worse, not 

better and I see no appetite from either government to implement 

needed reforms. This is hugely disappointing and I've grown 

very cynical about our government, particularly the US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon [I feel] betrayed. 

 

When I first heard about FATCA and FBARS I couldn’t believe 

it, I was so ashamed of the USA government and how they treat 

expats, when you tell friends they can’t believe the USA could 

treat their own people like this. 

 

I have lived in Australia for 35 years and wouldn’t have owed 

US taxes in all the years I worked, and now that I have been 

retired for years they want my 1/3 of my retirement fund? and 

treat expats like criminals? 

 

I used to promote the US, I grew up on the land and you 

wouldn’t treat a brown dog like the USA treats their expats. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Green card holder  It is outrageous and unfair that I have to pay significant 

compliance cost for no service or benefit, now or in the 

foreseeable future from the US. 

 

It just feels totally unfair. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I resent ALL of it. I am FURIOUS. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It's doing significant damage to expat Americans, but more 

seriously it's a huge disincentive for American companies to 

employ Americans abroad. I recently had dinner with a senior 

executive from a large US tech firm who confirmed what I had 

heard from others. They will no long employ Americans in Asia 

or Australiasia. Too many issues and they have to effectively 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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pay them more for their employees to net the same. Why would 

we not want Americans involved in doing business abroad? 

 

It's also made Americans toxic - at least for senior roles - for 

many foreign businesses. It's made banking and retirement 

planning very difficult and I'm taxed overall much more heavily 

than a US homelander with the same package. How is this fair or 

right? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Any investments I have in future that accrue positive savings 

means I would incur US tax on it. 

 

My superannuation for my age pension will also incur US tax.  

This is unfair for me to be penalised by taxes when I don’t 

accrue any Social Security in USA or use any Gov services in 

USA.  

 

Very invasive to have to provide my home bank account details 

to US Gov. I have a right to accrue savings for retirement 

without penalty. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California:  
I have had many conversations and arguments with my husband 

about what accounts to open, what not to and whether I should 

revoke my US citizenship. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts Having to provide our bank account balances via the FBAR put 

quite a bit of stress on my former marriage. My former husband 

felt indignant that he needed to provide such personal 

information when he isn't even a US citizen. 

 

After a divorce (which was in part due to the taxation hold I am 

under), I am feeling extreme anxiety and feeling of unjustness 

when trying to determine investments for my future retirement 

on my own outside the US. 

 

I feel sadness and anger on behalf of my children who are US 

citizens by way of me and have never resided in the US. They 

will also be limited in what they can do financially and will be 

saddled with the anxiety and financial burden of having to 

comply with US taxes even though they do not live in the US 

and do not use any of the services there. There will also be 

undue stress in their relationships with non-US citizens going 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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forward and they will be vulnerable if they are required to keep 

assets out of their own name.  

 

Even though our taxes are considered simple compared to some, 

I find the tax code extremely difficult to understand and am not 

confident to do my own taxes. This leads me and my children to 

have to use a US tax professional which is very costly. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia I have filed a US tax return and an FBAR since beginning full 

time employment in Australia. It is not a problem for me now 

because I earn under the threshold, but my partner and I would 

like to get married, buy a house, open a joint bank account, etc 

and I feel that I can't do these things while having US citizenship 

because of how it will complicate my US tax return/financial 

status. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I cause stress to my non-US partner because of my US tax 

status. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington My partner and I are not married, because he does not want to 

report on his income and assets to a foreign government. This 

has caused grief to my Catholic parents. And pisses me off! 

 

I am restricted from visiting my family and friends to 35 days a 

year, otherwise I lose the income threshold exemption. My 

parents are elderly and I can envision a time when I will want to, 

or need to, spend an extended time with them. Then I will either 

have to lie and hope I don’t get caught, or pay double tax.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My husband and I fight a lot about whether our kids should 

renounce their US citizenship when they turn 18 so that they can 

inherit our Australian assets without having to divest them or 

face draconian US tax consequences. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Having to report details of all our financial accounts has caused 

stress in my marriage. My non-US spouse is even more resentful 

than I am about the information that has to be reported. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I am currently going through a divorce. I have been awarded 

payment from my ex’s superannuation. I am currently setting up 

a SMSF so I can invest in American assets so I can try to 

minimise loss of capital when I finally retire. I do not want to 

renounce for family reasons but I feel it’s so unfair that my 14 

cousins who were born in the same hospital as me in the USA 

won’t lose 1/3 of their retirement savings when they retire the 

way I will because I am an expat and the USA doesn’t recognise 

Superannuation as retirement savings. My ex is pressuring me to 

move these funds but if I move to an existing superannuation 

account then to the SMSF, it becomes a taxable event. So I have 

stress and pressure from my ex and stress and pressure from 

USA tax law as well as stress and pressure of trying to find 

accurate advice so I don’t cause problems by making an 

incorrect decision. 

 

I have contacted my Superannuation fund to get information and 

they went [crazy] when I explained what I wanted and why. I 

feel like an undesirable person who is causing annoying 

problems because my circumstances don’t fit neatly into their 

boxes. I feel like a second class citizen in both countries now. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have significant confusion about Australian superannuation 

treatment (as does my accountant). 

 

I am unable to adequately plan for my distribution of 

superannuation funds due to the fact that the US will tax my 

distributions regardless of the fact that tax has already been paid 

on the funds. It makes me angry that the money that I carefully 

saved for my retirement will be taxed by the US upon 

withdrawal. While I have been retired since 2011, I have yet to 

withdraw any funds, hoping that the tax treaty would clarify the 

treatment of super withdrawals. I am still waiting. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I was told by my financial manager that there are certain 

investments I can’t make due to being an US citizen. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The new laws allowing the US to tax Australian superannuation 

overreach. They have changed the goal posts. Having recently 

retired, the coincidence of these relatively new laws and our tax 

impost on our savings is worrisome. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The whole process is soul destroying. And to add insult to 

injury, the Social Security system considers my Australian 

SMSF as a pension and so reduces my Social Security by one 

third. At the same time the IRS does not recognise my SMSF as 

a pension but as a foreign earned trust and thus taxes it 

prohibitively! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I have no US assets or income and do not nor will I access SS 

any tax I pay is a direct result of terminology and the lack of 

understanding by the IRS. Superannuation, franked dividends 

are two of the most problematic. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Green card holder Australian Self managed super fund and Trust had to be 

dismantled at significant cost. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Limiting my investment opportunities as an expat, thus holding 

me back from normal financial growth opportunities.  

 

Limited Super options in Australia.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas In 2018, I discovered that my Australian Self-managed 

superannuation retirement account was probably not being 

reported correctly to the USA. There is confusion on how 

Australian superannuation accounts should be reported with self-

managed accounts being even more of a grey area.  

 

The potential penalties involved with failure to file certain forms 

caused me extreme anxiety. After much research and 

consultation with various people, I decided to go with the most 

conservative approach. I used a US based firm that deals with 

expats to go through the Streamline process and file three years’ 

worth of modified returns and six years’ worth of modified 

FBARs. It was very stressful and expensive. I continue to use 

the firm to file my US tax returns despite finding it expensive.  

 

As part of this process, I became aware of the PFIC issues with 

holding investments in my Australian retirement account such as 

foreign mutual funds. This has caused me to sell my mutual fund 

holdings over the last two years and, for now, be mainly in cash. 

I feel great resentment regarding the PFIC rules. It is ridiculous 

that investing in mutual funds in my country of residence are 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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considered foreign. I now feel stuck on where to go from here 

regarding PFIC safe investments in my Australian retirement 

account.  
 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly resided in: New Jersey I paid more money in taxes to the US each year than I did to the 

country in which I work, and live due to the poorly aligned tax 

treaty between the US and Australia. 

 

Of my 35-year working life only one was in the US! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Issue #1: 

I relied on my US CPA to do my taxes competently but he didn't 

know about FBARs and FATCA requirements and thought my 

SMSF Superannuation fund in Australia did not need to be taxed 

until I received an income stream from it. He was incorrect. He 

needed to treat my SMSF as a foreign grantor trust. I paid over 

$70,000 USD for Price Waterhouse (fees only!) to amend 6 

years of returns and fix the mess he made not to mention THEY 

had to learn about double taxation agreement between Australia 

and the USA. I paid back taxes and interest. We wrote a letter 

saying we didn't think I should enter OVDP or OVDI as I was 

relying on my CPA to do a proper job and I don't know what I 

don't know. I have still not heard back from the IRS (4 yrs later) 

and worry so much about them saying I will have to pay the 

penalties and fines ($400,000 USD) for not completing the 

FBARs over a 14 yr period. This haunts me even though I 

rectified everything as soon as I became aware of FBARs and 

Superfunds (from a radio program). If a CPA with a masters in 

International Taxation can't get it right, how am I, a lay person 

meant to be able to?  

 

Issue #2: 

Trying to find a financial advisor that understands cross border 

taxation between Australia and the US is incredibly difficult. I 

have to duplicate everything in both countries, so I now have a 

financial advisor and accountant in both countries. The fees are 

extraordinarily high AND duplicated. My financial future has 

gone from being extremely secure to highly insecure, thanks to 

the US citizen-based taxation.  

 

Issue #3: 

The US taxes my Australian retirement - which I get from 

money I earned IN AUSTRALIA and only ever invested IN 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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AUSTRALIA and had NOTHING TO DO WITH THE US! I 

moved to the US 22 years ago and then went back to Australia. 

That money I invested in my retirement accounts for my 

retirement BEFORE going to the US is now being taxed by the 

IRS after it has already been taxed by the Australia ATO.  

 

Other Issues: 

- I get taxed at the highest rates. 

- The foreign tax credits are not dollar for dollar. 

- I am limited in what I can invest in and therefore deprived of 

opportunities. 

- There are differences in what attracts capital gains in both 

countries and what the rates are. Guaranteed that I never end up 

being able to minimize tax. 

- The sheer amount of personal time I have spent trying to 

rectify and make good my situation has been exhausting. It's so 

complex and I am a lay person, yet I've spent months and 

months and months on this. 

- I am DOUBLE TAXED. 

 

EMOTIONS!  

I swear the stress of the above situations has taken years off my 

life span!  

I am absolutely outraged at the unfairness of this situation.  

There is not enough easy to find and easy to understand 

information on the issues pertaining to people that span both the 

US and other countries (Australia in my case).  

There are no warnings or assistance of what to do when you find 

you are trapped (I feel like it's a case of entrapment by the 

IRS/Immigration). 

I am consumed by worry about my financial future and security 

and what the IRS has cost me. 

It impacts my relationship/s. 

It has impacted my health. 

I have tried to do all the right things and employed professionals 

and even they screwed it up. How can this be allowed to 

continue! I'm so incensed by this :( 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas We were taxed on phantom gains because of the currency 

differential when selling what had been our primary residence. 

We have paid the net investment tax surcharge on a number of 

transactions because it appears to completely abrogate the tax 

treaty in our jurisdiction.  

 

We are currently paying well over marker rates on a number of 

mortgages because we cannot refinance without paying tens of 

thousands of dollars in phantom forex gains. No change in the 

value of the property, no change in the amount of the mortgages, 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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just a phantom forex gain due to the changes in the currency 

relative to the US$. 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
Because I couldn't afford an agent to do my tax returns and fbar, 

I had to do it myself. I have read a lot about filling them in 

wrong and coming back to haunt people later with big fines. I 

did my best but I will always have stress whether or not they 

were filled properly.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have estate in Australia which I built by working while in Aus 

and in part inherited from family. But also from my late beloved 

wife who was diagnosed with cancer in the US and after botched 

treatment there (low insurance) we returned, but she could not be 

helped in Australia. We had no offspring, but have a large 

sibling family who I wish to be my heirs. I don't know how to 

negotiate US tax, estate planning laws so that everything flows 

easily to my sibling family and nieces and nephews and for 

education of their children without interference by US estate and 

tax laws.  

 

I have an Aussie Will (called Estate Plan in the US) but not sure 

if that will be sufficient in itself to block US Treasury interest in 

my estate in Aus; I did not spend a single cent earned in US (for 

which I paid taxes to IRS), in acquiring or maintaining these 

properties (before my US sojourn as I worked in Aus for 30 

years and now earn rent from the property); my Super 

(retirement) is here too, which pays for expenses and rates and 

land taxes for the 'home' property in the countryside while I am 

here (looked after by local friends and family while I am in US).  

 

I file FBAR and declare same in US taxes 1040s with Aus 

taxes+ earnings etc (and vice versa). But I live in fear that an 

audit might derail everything, IRS/State Department might find 

faults and gaps in my tax returns and /or FBAR. "There must be 

some way outa here", said the joker to the thief.. all along the 

watchtower...help! Undo that law.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California FBAR is the most ridiculously invasive pointless and time-

consuming exercise for the relatively small amount of money I 

have continued to report for years. This money has nothing to do 

with the US. I earned it ALL here in Australia. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I got caught up with my US taxes through year 2017. 

 

I am now 2 years behind again because it is so complicated. 

I cannot afford professional help ($US2000). 

 

I am at the point...I think...where I have my 2018 and 2019 tax 

return ready to go. 

 

I have spent hours reviewing the tax returns 2015, 2016, 2017 

completed by an accountant specializing in expat returns. And 

then I have spent hours reading umpteen publications. In fact, 

I've learned so much that I discovered mistakes that the account 

made on my previous returns. I do not owe any tax but I am not 

100% sure I've completed everything correctly. But I am 

submitting anyway and I think I will be able to complete 2020 

without the fanfare. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon My spouse is a non-citizen and doesn't want to be involved with 

IRS. 

 

Difference in tax years make finances difficult; and all the forms 

and non-relevant complexities... 

 

Have lived outside for decades and not received one cent in any 

sort of benefit from the US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I have a low to middle income job, but because the US tax 

system doesn't deal with Australian Superannuation, it is a 

massive headache to file every year. I can't afford expensive tax 

help to tell me that I don't owe anything. 

 

For low to mid income earners this is a horrific system. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Very expensive and time consuming to comply and always 

worried about penalties for honest mistakes.  

 

Also there is great confusion about foreign retirement accounts. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The US tax treaty with Australia unfairly treats the 

superannuation accounts as income, when they are truly 

retirement accounts that are most similar to a 401k in the States. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I don’t make enough money to owe tax, but pay US$400/year to 

a tax preparer to avoid penalties. My income never exceeds 

$30,000 before tax. 

 

The tax laws are confusing and vary from country to country [...] 

I hesitate to do my taxes myself to save money due to the large 

chance to make a mistake and the penalties associated with it.  
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I was born in the USA and lived and worked there from 1961 to 

1990, amassing retirement assets that are still in the USA and 

recently inheriting real estate in the USA. I had thought I was 

compliant from 1991 to 2017, reporting my worldwide income 

to the IRS every year as a resident and citizen of Australia, until 

I found out I was supposed to have been including information 

reports on my tiny Australian company and my Self-managed 

Superannuation Fund. This caused extreme anxiety and it was 

very difficult, time consuming and emotionally draining to find 

knowledgeable, trustworthy, affordable (not) tax agents in 

Australia to help me file the Streamlined program to attempt 

compliance. And there is still no certainty. I could not live with 

the threat of a random audit by the IRS with the magnitude of 

penalties they could have assessed me if they chose to throw the 

book at me - it would have bankrupted us and left no inheritance 

for my children.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I owe no US taxes yet as a 70 year old pensioner I am required 

to spend many thousands of dollars every year to files and show 

I owe nothing. I have to disclose all my foreign bank accounts 

and if I forget one it will cost me a fine of $10,000 each. When I 

was in the usa I did not have to compile all the deposits of the 

bank down the street, why do I have to do this every year here 

for the bank down the street where I have my check account and 

savings? It is expensive and I owe no tax. It is a burden I am 

considering cancelling my US citizenship as a cheaper 

alternative. 

 

I have to hire two accountants. One with my local country that 

uses a fiscal year then pay him to convert to calendar year for the 

usa accountant, then pay the usa accountant to prepare my taxes. 

I sent all my data to the usa accountant nearly a year ago and 

still do not have my return and this was an accountant listed by 

the USA Embassy as recommended. My accountant bill for last 

year for USA only was $4500USD to show I owe nothing. 

I never had to pay anything close to this in the USA and did not 

have to fill out forms that were impossible to do without a CPA. 

I have has numerous CPA's refusal to take my USA tax 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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preparation because it was too complicated for them to 

complete. 

 

I tried calling the USA and spoke to several accountants who 

would ask as much as $10,000 to prepare the returns because of 

the complexity of living outside the USA. 

 

I have to pay a local accountant to prepare my taxes and fill out 

the FBAR and FATCA. I sent him all my data nearly a year ago 

and my taxes still are not done. He is on the USA Embassy list 

of CPAs. I am fearful he will not get the taxes done. It is now 

mid October and I sent my data to him in Jan. I would be late if 

the extensions were not granted due to Covid. I call several 

times a week last spoke to him 3 weeks ago and he had my taxes 

done just needed to send me the forms to sign. 

 

This is not fair, why did I have to pay $4500 USD to get my 

taxes caught up and owe no tax. Now I have to do this again 

with a new accountant who wanted to do the forms differently 

and I was afraid that it would trigger some IRS action and I owe 

again no tax. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I only earn about $US40,000 here in Australia so I don’t owe 

any tax to the US. However I need to have an accountant prepare 

my US tax return & that cost about $US400. There’s a lot of 

effort to get the info for the return as Australia’s tax year is July 

to June. So for so much time & money it seems very unfair that 

we need to file a tax return. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Mississippi For the past 8 years (since I have become US tax compliant) I 

have incurred significant expense to have a tax professional 

lodge my US tax return. The tax return for non- US residents is 

so complicated that I am not confident to complete the return 

myself even though my tax situation is extremely simple and I 

do not owe US taxes. I am able to complete my Australian tax 

return independently online with no assistance. 

 

I would like to consider investments in Australia other than 

simple savings accounts but it all gets too hard because of US 

taxation issues. Only highly specialized financial advisers seem 

to have a handle on these things and there are none in the 

regional area where I live. In addition, it is expensive to use 

them and I am a health worker with a modest income. Their 

services seem to be more geared to people who have much more 

money than I do. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is hugely expensive ($800AUD) to have tax returns prepared. 

I am retired and have limited income. My return is over 48 pages 

long. My annual income is solely from US Social Security, a 

company pension and small annuity. My accountant also has to 

prepare alternative minimum tax even though my income is less 

than $50K. I also have to file annually for Australian income 

tax. The Australian return is 8 pages long, costs $300 AUD. 

 

Because I am elderly I need help from an accountant to prepare 

my FBAR. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oklahoma From 2016 to 2018 I filed my own taxes, and they'd take 6 hours 

because I didn't know what I was doing, the conversion rates, 

and the whole set up of the US tax system is to allow loopholes, 

which I don't qualify for. All for no refunds and no tax payments 

to USA. 

 

From 2018 to now, I have a tax professional that I pay to do this 

job for me. The cost is worth it in reduction of stress, but I get 

no other benefit as I don't get a refund, and it's still a pain 

because of the FBARS. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington So expensive to find a decent tax agent to do the filing for me. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida We are about to sell our house. We are not positive yet, but have 

been told the US will be likely to tax the sale of our house? We 

have never sold a house before (as this is our first home), so it is 

not something we thought of or expected. 

 

It concerns us greatly, as we need every cent we can, here in 

Australia, from that house sale for our children and our next 

house. 

 

For many years, we used Turbo Tax online to fill out our US tax 

forms, even though we always basically answered Zero and got 

zero. At least we were still filing them annually. 

 

When this FATCA stuff came in, we finally had to find someone 

to help us. At first (years earlier) it was difficult to even find 

someone who knew what FATCA was and how to help us. 

 

Now, we have had to pay $300 or more to an accountant IN 

THE USA (so that's $US NOT $Australian which makes it even 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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more expensive for us, as we're not earning US dollars and the 

exchange rate is crap) to help us file. 

 

Then, basically, we've had to do most of the follow ups if there 

was a problem. 

 

The one good thing to come out of this, though, was we found 

out we were eligible for some rebate from the US (I forget what 

it was for) that we did not know about. We got it per child, so 

while that was a nice, unexpected bonus - overall the US taxing 

our income that is nothing to do with them is a huge concern to 

and for us. 

 

Thank you for doing this. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I'm a dual national by birth who was born outside of the US. My 

passport documents don't indicate US citizenship so I could have 

easily flown under the radar. 

 

Every year I pay around $400USD to tax accountants to file my 

returns. I am not confident in my ability to do these returns on 

my own, even though my current situation isn't complicated, I'm 

too afraid I'll mess it up. I'm also terrified to invest or change my 

Super account because of potential US tax implications. My US 

tax situation is a constant source of stress for me and it's 

something that I think about all the time. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Competent tax preparation was quoted at AU$1000+ per year. 

Incompetent tax preparation cost me US$700, which I found out 

later was incorrect. In neither case did I owe any taxes. My name 

is not on our family home title as owner. We have been advised 

against passive foreign investments (overseas mutual funds) 

because of tax issues. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have a self-managed super fund in Australia where I am 

resident and have been resident for 30 years. I learned recently 

that the USA doesn't approve of this type of trust...it is 

considered a grantor trust. 

 

I've already paid tax on the money that went into this trust. But if 

I take money out, I will be penalized by the US tax system and I 

don't even LIVE in the USA. 

 

If I didn't still have family in the USA that I want to visit without 

restriction, I would renounce my citizenship. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana Very expensive to have someone file US expat taxes.  
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oklahoma The main toll at this stage with filing a FBAR is the out-of-

pocket costs associated with hiring an external partner to do the 

paperwork because of our tax situation it is too complicated to 

complete ourselves. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee Each year I experience great stress around tax season. I have 

struggled to find professionals who understand the issues and 

one that can do both my tax in Australia and the US. I have 

engaged yet another professional at great cost- 5,000.00. I am a 

school teacher so not rich = but because I inherited stock from 

my parents I am afraid that I will make a mistake in taxes. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Every year I spend soooo many hours gathering details for US 

taxation. 

 

The tax code, particularly for overseas taxpayers, is SO 

CONVOLUTED and hard to understand. I have a graduate 

degree and it was still too hard for me to figure out. 

 

So now we pay over $1000 each year to get assistance. We are 

not rich. We are average income earners. And we will have to do 

this for the rest of our lives...another 55-65 years. That is 

$55000-$65000 JUST for filing taxes. THIS IS A TERRIBLE 

FINANCIAL BURDEN.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The most painful is the annual cost in filing my taxes using an 

agent because It is too complicated to do on my own. Hundreds 

of dollars.  

 

I have an Australian spouse and daughter, lived in AU for 15 

years, I still struggle with this, keeping our finances separate and 

filing / pay to file taxes every year. 

 

And not being able to purchase property or have assets in my 

name because I will be double taxed. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Every year is a struggle to assemble the appropriate documents 

(US calendar year vs AUS fiscal year), currency conversion 

rates, etc. Additionally, I pay substantial fees to a tax preparer. 

The FINCEN document is also a hassle. 

 

Received a redundancy in 2017. Caused major IRS issues 

because it is taxed differently by US standards. 

 

The whole financial aspect of being a US citizen overseas causes 

headaches, anxiety and massive hours of compilation of records 

annually. 

 

It's complicated due to US laws but also because I have adult 

children still in the US to whom, God willing, I have assets to 

distribute to them upon my death (per a will). In the meantime, I 

get the worst part of both country's tax laws.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have lived in Australia for one year. Finding competent and 

affordable tax prep has been difficult and each year for the next 

few will be unique due to varying visa/residency issues.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I have lost thousands of dollars paying ineffective tax advisors 

only to have to pay thousands more to fix multiple issues. I have 

had a very high amount of personal stress and strain. The 

fundamental issue is that taxing citizens overseas is unfair and 

far too complex. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas After living 23 of the last 30 years outside of the US we have 

experienced many issues. It's gotten dramatically worse since the 

advent of FATCA however. 

 

We are currently north of $250k in preparation fees over the 

years due to the complexity of our US tax situation. Our last 

local tax return was 8 pages. Our last US return was 146 pages. 

We have had great difficulty finding knowledgeable 

professionals over the years, and at one point our preparer made 

many poor choices which we discovered after his death. As a 

result we have had to re file and streamline to adjust the issues. 

 

We pay 40% plus a 4-figure filing fee every year for my wife's 

locally tax free retirement account, because the IRS deems it a 

foreign grantor trust. We have had to restate our income and pay 

costs and penalties for a life insurance policy since the IRS 

deemed it a taxable PFIC. Our family real estate trust - set up as 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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a protection locally requires a 4 figure filing fee each year and 

has made transfer of the real estate almost impossible. 

 

I've had to fight with a brokerage which tried to force me to 

liquidate inherited assets because I was living overseas. 

Eventually I was able to convince them to give me a transfer 

account and let me transfer in kind to another brokerage. I was 

forced to sell some inherited mutual funds due to my foreign 

residence. 

 

There are a large number of investments that I have been unable 

make simply because either a) I was not allowed to participate 

because the owner of the investment vehicle refused to allow 

Americans due to FATCA or b) the taxation would be punitive. 

In one case it was a loan for real estate development, but because 

of the structure, the IRS deemed it to be a PFIC and imposed a 

40% tax on the growth. 

 

This has been a big stress to our relationship. Currently we 

spend, on average, nearly 200 hours preparing every year to 

provide the documentation to our tax professional who then 

charges us five figures to prepare our US returns.  

 

At one point in 2012 my employer at the time made an estimated 

tax payment to the IRS on my behalf. The IRS "lost" the 

payment. It took more than 2 years and engaging a Singaporean 

solicitor for SG$2,000 to get the bank to release the "back" of 

the transfer document. The front of the completed document 

clearly showed that the payment had been made, when and to 

where and how. It wasn't good enough for the IRS. As a result 

we still do not have a completed resolution on our 2014 taxes 

and the IRS has more than $28k of our money. The IRS has "mis 

allocated" at least 5 $3,000 plus quarterly estimated tax 

payments. Each time it has taken multiple phone calls, letters 

and documentation to get it resolved. All at our cost of course. 
 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have contacted a US tax advisor but have had difficulty 

communicating easily with them, especially in regard to taxation 

of Australian managed funds (mutual funds?). 

I have had differing options as regard to their tax status. 

This is the current situation with the advisor. 

I was not aware until recently that I have any US tax obligations 

as I have lived in Australia for over fifty years and have no 

contact with other resident American citizens. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US  
I am a USC who was not born in the US (born to a USC parent 

who doesn't even know about any of this). So far I haven't been 

directly affected by the issue but ever since I learnt about the US 

practice of CBT, my perspective on the whole country has 

changed (and not for the better). 

 

I contributed to my Australian superannuation account years 

before I became aware of this a couple of years ago. I have never 

done anything to affirm my US personhood even though I was 

registered when young which I am now glad about. I am keeping 

myself off the radar as best I can. Hopefully I can do so for the 

rest of my life.  

 

I am prepared to never travel to the US again in my life if it's the 

only way to avoid trouble, though I think this is very 

unfortunate. These days, it seems the US is turning into more of 

a western version of the DPRK. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I used to file for taxes from overseas, but it is clear that I will 

never earn enough in the foreign currency to ever have to pay 

tax. 

 

Assets are another issue altogether. I had no significant assets in 

my name before 5 years ago, but when I divorced, I was given 

half the ex's super and the house. Why should I get taxed on 

those assets if they were earned gainfully outside the US 

system? I used no US resources to earn those things. Why 

should the US know anything about my foreign bank accounts? 

again, money earned gainfully overseas, and taxes paid 

appropriately overseas on those earnings. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US  
As a child of an American citizen I have not yet filed a tax return 

but have experienced in my banking when I did not supply the 

bank with my ssn in a timely manner, they blocked access to my 

finances. This put me in a very confronting position. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Most banks are unwilling to open a loan account to US citizen. 

 

I have been refused financial advice 3 times and advised they 

simply don’t want such complex and high-risk business. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon My children have been verbally reprimanded for not having 

SSN's (they are dual nationals), and child was forced to give 

information or face having his account closed. Another 

American friend was also threatened with account closure. My 

spouse has provided information to keep our account open. 

Bureaucrats in our country of nationality and residence have 

become 'nasty' about all of this because of FATCA - they were 

normally easy-going people but all of this has changed their 

attitude for the worst... 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington (1) Accounts have been frozen in countries I previously worked 

in, when they discovered I had been granted US Citizenship. 

 

(2) The drain of the FATCA/FBAR forms for taxes. I don't want 

to close accounts just because of the burden and cost of US tax 

reporting....but I did. :( :( :( 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I do not have faith in the security of my personal data. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I report every detail of my financial life on this form, and am 

given no guarantee the information is secure. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Having to prevent my name on any large purchases such as 

housing. Having to close joint bank accounts with my partner 

because of his income into it going above the $10,000 marker. 

Difficulty hiring a professional for tax help due to costs. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I cannot make any investments jointly with my husband beyond 

our house because I worry about the implications of the US tax 

laws. Luckily, our mortgage was applied for and granted years 

ago before the FBAR reporting by foreign banks so I have never 

had an issue, but my husband is unhappy that our joint accounts 

for anything have to be reported in my FBAR filings. It’s all a 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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confusing mess, to tell the truth, and has prevented me from 

making smart investment choices in my country of residence 

with my saved money due to unknown US tax implications that 

would render those relatively small investments moot. My 

daughter is also a US citizen (she is 11 now) and I am concerned 

for her financial future as well. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I sold my share of our tiny joint Australian Pty Ltd company to 

my husband after discovering the reporting requirements with 

the IRS. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California 1. My husband is a property investor. We do not put my name 

on titles because of US tax implications. Thus our inability to 

split income means a much higher taxable income for him. 

 

I manage these properties. I feel diminished because I have no 

demonstrable physical link to these investments. 

 

2. Some banks will not allow a US citizen to open accounts even 

if holding dual citizenship with my resident country. 

 

I feel discriminated against and less than a whole person. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas My husband and I had a joint SMSF (an Australian retirement 

account) and due to certain managed investments not taking US 

citizens we have had to separate our accounts at considerable 

expense. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts Up until the divorce this year, I was subjected to additional 

reporting in the form of a tax form 5471 for a small family 

business that I was considered an equal shareholder by virtue of 

marriage. I did not understand this form at all.  

 

In regards to ongoing reporting requirements and additional tax 

preparation costs, it made sense for me to extricate myself from 

the business as part of the divorce settlement. Though, I wouldn't 

have felt pressured to do this if I weren't subjected to a taxation 

system of a place where I don't live and to which I don't have 

any financial ties. I feel like I don't have the choices available to 

me as other people around by virtue of having been born in the 

US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana Have not been able to purchase a home with my Australian 

partner for fear of taxation on Australian property that has 

nothing to do with the US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I want overseas taxation to end. My finances are not in the us, I 

own no American properties, stocks etc, and it’s insane I either 

pay tax twice or move everything to non-American husband’s 

name to avoid it. It punishes me if we ever were to separate. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado We have decided not to put me on the family assets due to tax 

purposes and that required a premarital agreement to protect 

each of our teal financial contributions; I’m sure legal issues 

may arise. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I’m on a joint mortgage loan but not on the title to avoid capital 

gains back to US. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have had to list most of our assets in my husband's name, 

which is obviously a terrible risk should our relationship 

breakdown. 

 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Keeping my name off our family home to avoid ghost exchange 

rate tax on top of tax on sale of the property. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania [Entering a streamlined program] somewhat relieved my anxiety 

around being audited and penalised for past non-filing of 

information forms (out of innocent ignorance) regarding 

ownership my 'foreign' company and Self-managed 

Superannuation retirement Fund which the IRS treats as a 

grantor trust, apparently. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Never lived in US  I am and always was AUSTRALIAN, I will never be convinced 

being US tax compliant was the right thing for me but I was told 

it was necessary in order to renounce. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois The accountant company recommended to me to prepare my 

amnesty returns turned out to be very unorganised & it took over 

6 months to do them. And it seemed they repeated questions 

several times. And in the end I didn’t owe a cent. But it cost me 

over $1500 & lots of time. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Mississippi [I entered a streamlined program because] I have assets in the 

US. I may live in the US in the future. I will soon be receiving 

SSI benefits and Medicare. And, I did not want to be constantly 

worried about getting penalized. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas If I had done nothing I would be under the radar and no one 

would know. To be honest, only the accountants have benefited 

from it. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I recently went through the streamlined amnesty program to 

become tax compliant. It was an extremely stressful process and 

caused me lots of stress and money. I felt like no one could help 

me without me forking out a lot of cash. Fortunately I found an 

online agent who was able to help me. I had so many questions 

specific to me situation, which were impossible to find answers 

for by googling. Not really knowing anyone personally I could 

ask about it, I felt stuck and helpless. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I wish I had kept out of the system as it has caused such anxiety! 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Approximately six years ago, I discovered FATCA and all the 

implications. I have lived overseas for 29 years and had not filed 

US taxes. When I found out, I had many sleepless nights of 

worry. It took me some time to find a competent accountant. I 

chose to go down the road to compliance as I would be 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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considered “covered”, and I wanted to be prepared with five 

years of tax returns if and when I renounce.  

 

My elderly mother is still in the USA and I do not feel 

comfortable renouncing yet. Furthermore, to renounce I would 

be up for exit taxes. Hence, I have held off renouncing.  

 

Because I have superannuation as well as funds deemed to be 

PFIC, my tax returns cost US$1500 per year to prepare, but I 

end up with zero tax to pay. I am not happy with this 

arrangement, but right now it’s the lesser of two evils.  

 

My non-US husband does not want to know about my tax 

problems. He does not acknowledge they exist. It creates huge 

stress for me. We hold two properties jointly. I dread the day 

when we sell our primary residence, as I do not want to deal 

with the US tax implications and I cannot involve him. 

 

I have not contributed further to my superannuation or my 

mutual funds here for six years, as I do not want to create more 

problems in the future. About four years ago I was invited to 

invest in a new fund that a former colleague had started. 

Unfortunately I was later told by the colleague that I was not 

permitted to invest as it was not open to US Persons. This hit me 

especially hard as I considered my former colleague a friend as 

well. All they said was “sorry, we could not afford all the red 

tape to allow US Persons to invest.”   

 

Currently I am making tiny steps towards renunciation, keeping 

abreast of developments. I find the entire situation 

heartbreaking. I find that the only people who understand are the 

ones in the dedicated Facebook groups. I have been told by 

acquaintances that I must be making it all up as they’ve never 

heard of these problems, that I am exaggerating again.  

 

In short, all of my problems (PFIC, superannuation, future 

investments, future selling of primary residence, etc) have been 

going on for six years, but I deal with it by ignoring the issue for 

lengths of time so I do not become thoroughly depressed. 

 

[Entering a streamlined program was the right thing to do] 

because I will renounce someday and I will be a covered 

expatriate if I do not file. It also helped me sleep at night. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I received incorrect advice when I first started living and 

working overseas. I wanted to be square with the law.  Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am a retired US citizen who has lived overseas for 29 years - 

half of my lifetime. I am also married to a US citizen and have 

two adult children who we registered as US citizens upon birth. 

We all have triple citizenship (naturalised in two countries in 

addition to US citizenship by birth). We have no intention in 

ever returning to live in the US and have not received any US 

services for nearly three decades.  

 

I filed our US tax returns all these years and have sought to be 

"compliant" with US tax laws but strict compliance is virtually 

impossible and the regulations are highly restrictive if you want 

to save and invest like a normal person in my country. It’s 

simply unbelievable that the US can basically have extra-

territorial taxation policies that run counter to my home country 

domestic policies - US taxation of my home country tax 

advantaged redundancy payments and retirement plans to name 

just two. It truly undermines the sovereignty of my home 

country. 

 

We left the US in our 20's when we had few assets. Despite 

being a proud American for all my life, I now strongly regret not 

renouncing my citizenship earlier as we are now, as self-funded 

retirees, covered expats where the exit tax on our asset (almost 

entirely earned overseas) would be punishing and damaging to 

our retirement. I also regret passing on citizenship to our 

children and have advised them not to file and to never to enter 

the US tax system. 

 

US taxation is a major stress and financial risk that we have to 

manage. There are so many taxation traps and pitfalls (PFICs, 

country-specific retirement schemes) plus incredibly complex 

and time consuming returns. Honestly, I have a huge amount of 

anger over how unfair this situation is and feel a great 

disappointment that the US Government continues to tighten the 

screws on unjust taxation of non-residents and our elected 

representatives refuse to address the huge number of problems 

with the unique US approach of citizenship based taxation. 

 

I'm also hugely angry that my investments are limited by US 

policy, double taxation of our retirement plans plus the many 

gaps between US taxation and my home country taxation. I also 

worry that my children may face future penalties and that they 

will behave an unfair burden trying to manage the US 

compliance of our estate.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I'm not compliant and don't know what to do about it or know 

anyone who can advise me. 

 

I don't understand the requirements and am probably not in 

compliance with the relevant laws governing my finances. 

Advice received is confusing, contradictory, and opaque to me. 

Filing is conducted off-cycle from my home country's, meaning 

that I spend considerably more time preparing tax filings than I 

would otherwise. 

 

I think I'm probably in trouble. I have significant assets in my 

401(k) locked up in the US and may not be able to retire. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I file my US tax returns and FBARs, but have zero confidence 

that I am doing so 100% correctly. 

 

It is impossible to 100% comply with US tax law because there 

is unresolved ambiguity as to how to treat certain of my foreign 

retirement accounts so I have to guess whether I am doing it 

correctly, at risk of significant penalty. 

 

There is uncertainty on how to treat my legally-mandated 

Australian superannuation (retirement) account because the IRS 

has refused to issue guidance, so I have to guess what to do, at 

risk of IRS penalty. Further, the funds are currently invested in 

poor investment choices chosen by my employer, but I will 

apparently be subject to trust reporting if I make any attempt to 

change it. I could legally move them, but that will (apparently?  

who knows, because the IRS will not say) have negative US tax 

consequences. Yet I am simply unable to accurately complete 

the trust reporting that would (apparently??) be triggered by 

exercising control over those accounts because my retirement 

account provider will not provide me with the necessary 

information, and if I "make up" numbers, I will be wilfully 

supplying the IRS with false information, and therefore subject 

to potentially draconian penalties. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Simply put, I don't understand the transition tax and the GILTI 

tax. My taxes were late in 2018, as my accountant (who 

specializes in expat taxes) struggled to get answers from the IRS 

on these regulations. He did not know how to proceed. 

 

The next year, my new accountant, another expat tax specialist, 

told me that my previous accountant had prepared my returns 

incorrectly. They suggested I do a streamline return to "fix" 

three incorrect years. I had already done an expensive streamline 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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preparation 2 years earlier to the second previous accountants 

incorrect returns.  

 

Of the three accountants I used, all were expat specialists, and all 

felt the others were incorrectly filing for me. All put me at risk 

for penalties.  

 

I see no way to ensure compliance.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I experience considerable problems with my US tax return due 

to unclear treatment of some foreign assets by the IRS. 

 

(1) US citizens in Australia experience continuing stress and 

confusion, and often time-consuming dealing with the IRS, 

because of uncertainties about the treatment of Australian 

superannuation (retirement) accounts, which are of a type that 

does not exist in the USA. 

 

(2) Doing my US tax return used to take 2 hours and I could do 

it myself. When this expanded to 2 days, I needed to engage 

professional services. I am never 100% confident that he gets it 

right, especially when different things may be interpreted 

differently by different professionals. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Faced with all the risks and unreasonable costs of incorporation, 

I have been forced to run a consultancy as a non-incorporated 

“sole trader”. Although this simplifies US taxation, it is not the 

best business structure as it creates financial risk for me as I 

cannot separate my business activities from my personal assets. 

One fortuitous advantage was that I missed being subject to the 

punishing retrospective GILTI and transition taxes. 

 

Upon retiring from corporate employment, I consulted for three 

years as a sole trader. I would have much preferred to have 

incorporated but my experience running a non-US company 25 

years ago convinced me that it would near impossible to comply 

with US taxation reporting given my minimal resources. It made 

me angry that I could not choose the optimal business structure 

like my co-citizens. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii Running my own company in Australia. Subject to taxes in both 

countries and having to do taxes in both countries is a huge 

financial drain. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 



 
 

42 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oklahoma My husband and I (both US citizens) own our own businesses 

abroad and because we have a trust structure set up - based on 

the advice of our accountant in Australia, we find it very costly 

to file our US taxes each year because the process is so difficult 

we have to engage an external partner to support us. Every year 

we file our US taxes and spend thousands of dollars to prove to 

the US government that we do not owe any US taxes. This 

affects our ability to use our hard earned money to put towards a 

down payment on a family home abroad as well as saving for 

retirement and investing in other ways to build a better future for 

us and our family. Further to the financial toll, there is a heavy 

mental toll of having to stress and worry about this every year 

we decide to live outside the US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Have kept the business small - can't expand because of potential 

tax issues. 

 

Why should the IRS be concerned about someone and/or their 

business when it is not generating funds in or from the US? It is 

essentially stealing from another country's revenue. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I run a small business as a sole trader, rather than incorporating, 

to avoid GITLI. This causes additional risk to me. 

I have to keep two sets of books, one on this country’s financial 

year, one on the US calendar financial year.  

I pay two sets of accounting fees, rather than one.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I live outside the U.S. and have a company. I am the sole 

employee. I file returns every year.  

 

 I do not understand the U.S. tax laws, so I hire very expensive 

accountants to prepare my returns. Most often I owe no taxes, 

but the tax preparation fees are huge. However, the threat of 

penalties are much worse. It is affecting my life, as absolutely 

every single preparer I've used or requested a quote from cannot 

promise that the returns will be filed correctly due to the 

complicated tax laws and variations of interpretations of laws. 

This is from the accountant that quoted $25,000 USD to prepare 

my 2019 return, and the one that quoted $6000 USD, and the 

one that quoted $4000 USD. Fines are $10,000 USD per 

occurrence, and me and others like me are always at risk for 

losing life savings. 

 

I cannot seek help from the IRS, as the only way to get help is 

via a long phone call. I have always been put on hold for more 

than 60 minutes, and always end up with someone who does not 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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understand the tax laws relating to my situation. Mailing the IRS 

is worse, because any correspondence from them takes many 

months to reach me. The IRS cannot seem to get my foreign post 

code correctly, and any issuances of fines are overdue before 

they reach me.  

 

I get no feedback when I send in my returns, and no way to 

check online that they received returns or payments, as you must 

have a U.S. address to enroll.  

 

Also, I cannot find good advice as to how to manage my long-

term savings or retirement. I cannot take advantage of my 

country of residence's retirement schemes, as they are 

interpreted in an adverse way by the US tax system. 

 

I will never marry a non US citizen, and bring them into this.  
 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I currently can only be a sole trader but dream of having a 

corporation so I can upscale and limit my risk and liability. 

Unfortunately because of GILTI and complex costly reporting I 

can’t. It makes me livid. I feel I can’t do a passion of mine and 

be successful in my own right because the USA gov prevents me 

from it. 

 

I don’t mind necessarily to file. I wish we didn’t but my issue is 

the fear of FBAR noncompliance, vagueness of FATCA and the 

massive issue of gilti. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I have avoided starting my own business because of US tax 

implications. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have been denied a promotion when it became clear that if I 

was a signatory on the accounts then they would be potentially 

"open" to the IRS. I have also been told that a group would 

welcome me into their start up, only to find that I couldn't 

actually participate given my US status. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I can't get involved in anything which requires signatory 

authority. This is a major pain. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
Due to US tax obligations, I have been denied mortgages and 

financial account services at almost all banks in my home 

country, starting in 2008 when I moved abroad and continuing to 

today. I feel like being an American is a handicap compared to 

other nationalities and when it was the only nationality I 

possessed and I was facing the prospect of not finding a 

mortgage on a house I had already legally committed to buying 

after a pre-approval was cancelled, I felt deep despair. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado [One year ago, in November 2019] we tried to buy a house in 

Australia but because I’m a US tax citizen I’m being kept off of 

the potential mortgage. I make 60% of our household income 

and that could not be considered. Based on my husband’s 

income alone we aren’t able to afford a mortgage that makes 

sense in our city, so we must rent instead. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I was denied a mortgage loan because of my US citizenship. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I understand why I may have an obligation to the US, but my 

daughter should not have any due to her country of birth. How 

horrible to think that she may be penalised for having a 

successful career in the future and she has never benefited from 

being a US citizen besides using a different passport line in the 

airport. 

 

I intend to renounce once my father has passed away and I can 

divest from any financial investments/ inheritance in the US. I 

will encourage her to do the same. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I had thought bestowing dual citizenship upon my children was a 

gift, but it has turned out to be a financial curse. And has caused 

great emotional pain since 2017. I feel betrayed by my country 

of birth. Ongoing costs of compliance are huge. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida We tried to open a bank account for our then 6 or 7-year-old son. 

Unexpectedly to us, this simple thing turned into a frustrating, 

complicated process - all because his parents (and he) are US 

citizens (dual citizens). 

 

[The process] was unnecessarily complicated and drawn out, 

simply because of this one little thing. This was despite our son 

being born here in Australia and also being an Australian citizen. 

Any other child could just have their savings account opened for 

them within minutes. 

 

We were incredibly frustrated and worried that it would or may 

now affect our son in the future as well. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My spouse and I opened an Australian bank account prior to my 

becoming a US person for tax purposes. My spouse declared her 

US SSN upon account opening, but I, as the primary account 

holder, have never told the bank that I am now a US person. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Although I report all of my foreign bank accounts on my FBAR, 

I admit to not having fully disclosed my US citizenship status 

when I opened many of my accounts. Most were opened before 

the FATCA reporting requirements and I never updated the 

banks.  

 

We also never disclosed my US status when we refinanced our 

mortgage. My affairs are simple, but I had several issues being 

in a girl guide bank account (I was a girl guide leader for 3 

years) due to my US reporting status. 

 

I find the reporting of my accounts and any savings I am putting 

aside for my daughter quite onerous and intrusive. My husband 

is unhappy with the reporting of our joint accounts and his 

personal information on the FBAR and my status has prevented 

us from making more sophisticated investment choices. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: California I've had to hide the fact that I'm a US citizen. I had to close a 

bank acct rather than reveal this. 

 

I am sad and disappointed that this crap applies to me at all. 

 

I am seriously considering renouncing my citizenship, what a 

pity. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I refuse to tell my bank that I am a USA citizen for fear of my 

banking relationship being terminated. I have had the same bank 

for 15 years and do not want to endanger my banking 

relationship. 

 

Years ago I had a foreign investment. I got a notice from my 

bank that they were selling off my shares and closing my 

account because I was a USA citizen. I lost money in the sell 

off.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Since gaining Australian citizenship I no longer disclose my 

American citizenship on any official forms. I don’t lie if 

specifically questioned, but I don’t volunteer. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I have a second citizenship and use that in all transactions, but 

my accent and birth information give me away. Have avoided 

giving information, and OK so far, but don't know how long that 

will last.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
I used to see no downside to [being an Accidental American] 

before I became aware of the tax implications. I wish I had 

known this earlier, before I had any financial accounts in my 

name. My parents never told me about this and as such I have 

not communicated my knowledge about US citizenship based 

taxation to either of them as I don't want them to experience the 

emotional panic that I did after hearing by word of mouth from 

someone at the University I attended away from home a few 

years ago. 

 

It was a 'shocking' experience for me, to say the least but after 12 

months of investigating it to the point of being distracted from 

my studies (seeing websites of tax advisers saying you must 

come forward or the IRS will find you and force you into 

bankruptcy), failing classes and engaging in self-harm I finally 

concluded that keeping beneath the radar was the only way 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 



 
 

47 
 

forward. I was very relieved to have never voted in any US 

elections or renewed my passport. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American  [Being an Accidental American makes me feel] extremely 

stressed. 

 

Received an email from my bank only a few days ago saying I 

needed to give US residency information by December 30 or my 

bank account access will be gone. Seemed like a scam. Don't 

have a clue who to contact or how to get any information. 

 

I have no understanding of what any of this means and am very 

confused. I have looked everywhere for information but it seems 

very confusing and scary. I don't know where to start or who to 

talk to. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
I figured out I had to be paying tax a year ago when I started my 

entrepreneurial journey. I looked for months and wasn't able to 

find a tax agent that has knowledge both on US laws and 

Australian laws. I finally decided to do my Australian tax 

separately with an Aussie tax agent and US with a US tax agent. 

I didn't even owe any tax to the US and had to pay all my Au tax 

return money to the tax agent. The streamlined process cost me 

$1500 and that's not even including fbars. I wasn't able to afford 

the agent to do my fbars so I did the fbars myself.  

 

The whole procedure was very stressful for me and my non US 

husband and even now I'm stressed out thinking I may have 

filled the fbars wrong and a few years later it might come back 

to haunt me. 

 

I am so much more cautious of my expenses and where I spend 

my money because I think about US tax implications and 

whether I will be double taxed. Australia has higher tax than the 

US so I will never be paying US tax if I file right but I always 

second doubt myself and still have to pay high fees to the agent.  

 

It is mentally and financially draining for me and my family. 

There should not be a tax law for US citizens living outside the 

US, it's not logical and seems like dictatorship. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I am 21 years old and just starting my life- but I don’t want to 

buy a house or any investment because I am so nervous I will be 

taxed by the US government on any profit I make. I have 

deliberately not opened any stock investment accounts. I feel 

anxious I will be breaking a law and while I am happy to pay 

taxes in my country I live in, I feel it’s so unfair to have to it to 

file in a country that hasn’t contributed to any of my living 

expenses or helped improve my asset. 

 

This is an ongoing sense of fear I have that I am breaking the 

law (against my better wishes). It seems brutally unfair. 

 

I love being associated with the US but don’t understand why I 

should be taxed on any profits I make out of the country. It 

seems such a shame that my only recourse is to renounce. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US  
I am resentful to be born into a system that disadvantages me 

when I have never lived in the United States, and I even have to 

pay to renounce. 

 

I would like to start investing for my future, I am 21 and would 

like to buy a house and shares, but this will have tax 

implications. My mother is American but I have never lived in 

the United States. I have to pay very high fees to fill out my 

taxes but do not have to pay any taxes. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American  [Being an Accidental American makes me feel] angry, betrayed, 

scared, stressed. 

 

Only just found out I had to do my USA taxes and have been 

quoted $11,000 AUD to become compliant for 5 years before 

renouncing! Extremely unaffordable and stressful. 

 

Reduce the cost to renounce to be in line with costs for the rest 

of the world. 

Remove the requirement to pay taxes when living abroad. 

Do not come after accidental Americans who have not complied 

with taxation laws. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American  I want to buy my first home in the near future and am afraid that 

my financial institution will not approve my loan application due 

to FATCA. I have not lived in the US since I was a baby and am 

a dual Australian/US citizen. I have ignored requests from my 

bank to declare US citizenship as I do not have an SSN and fear 

that they will close the account that my income goes into. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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It is crazy for the US to say that they are doing this to catch rich 

US residents avoiding tax by hiding it in other countries when 

the FBAR minimum reporting requirement is a measly (in the 

grand scheme of things) $10,000 USD. Australia is not even a 

tax haven. Australia taxes are higher than the US. I am fine to 

report my tax filing information to the US. In fact, I can send 

them my ATO Notice of Assessment and a letter from my bank 

saying how much my account balance at the end of the US 

financial year (the IRS can figure out what to do with it) to 

prove that I am paying taxes in the country I am a citizen of and 

reside in. I am not ok with the predatory way that they are 

forcing their US tax professionals on Australian citizens because 

of how complicated their system is ($2000 AUD streamlined 

compliance) to say I owe NOTHING, and the extortionate 

amount it would cost me to renounce ($2350 USD). 

 

I am livid. I am hard working and pay my tax obligations, but 

am made out to be the criminal when the US has taken a blanket 

approach on forcing this on Americans that reside overseas. I do 

not even have an SSN. The closest FBU to find out information 

on it is in the PHILIPPINES! I have to prove that the reason I 

have not been filing is because I was just born there and provide 

evidence for every year that I did not reside there. The US is 

clearly trying to milk ordinary people because they don't have 

the know how to go after actual tax cheats who they are 

probably already aware of. I am distraught that the country that I 

have been a law abiding citizen of for over 30 years has betrayed 

my citizenship by basically making me a criminal by agreeing to 

this. 

 

I am angry and disappointed with the overreach of the US 

government and the willingness of the Australian government to 

roll over and take it. If there was actual reciprocity and 

transparency around the cost to the public from both countries 

and financial institutions versus the "reward" of additional taxes 

collected then maybe I would participate but at this stage there is 

no shown benefit to the public for any of this. In fact, most 

citizens do not know this exists nor what the implications are for 

the regular law abiding resident. What a waste of taxpayer 

dollars! 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York When I caught up with my tax filings several years ago (through 

the streamlined process) the IRS sent a few letters saying forms 

were filed incorrectly (they weren’t) and naming dates that 

preceded the actual post mark in the letter to comply with any 

corrections. I finally got through via fax and phone and the 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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representative on the phone echoed my frustration as she said 

“Of course you can’t comply with the dates if you received the 

letter after the due date...” 

 

I have avoided setting up my own freelance business, which 

keeps my income lower than it could be, due to my not wanting 

to deal with the IRS for more complicated interactions. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I have chosen to give my expensive US tax agent authority to 

speak to the IRS on my behalf - that's what I'm paying him for, 

his expertise in dealing with them and specifically his 

knowledge of cross-border issues. ie The IRS sent me a penalty 

notice for non-filing of a 3520 trust form last year, to which I 

sent back proof that I had in fact filed it. They are still chasing 

me and my tax agent is handling it for me. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I permanently left the USA in 2005. I had invested in California 

in a Gold scam. Gold went up and I lost $50,000. I was audited 

and was audited in my absence and fined hundreds of thousands 

of dollars for my loss of the $50,000. The TAS took my case but 

has been unable to get the tax record from the IRS for 2002-

2005 so the case hangs over my head. While the IRS suspended 

taking my passport and collection action this process has been 

going on for over a year with no end in sight and produces stress 

in my life. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California We used to be able to speak to a tax specialist at the US 

consulate in our country but these services were discontinued. I 

often have trouble with online tools as they are US centric - for 

example, cannot take a foreign phone number. Mail has been 

very slow and I often get notices by mail that are already 

overdue! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
I didn't get any confirmation email, text or mail of any sort 

saying they received my tax return and fbars. This stresses me 

out especially after I heard that a few times this has happened 

and people had got penalized for not sending in their tax return 

even though they filed. US tax return is so complex. I had to call 

the IRS the make sure all was ok. After being on the line for 1 

hour and needing to call different numbers, I found out only one 

year of the three years tax return was processed after 5 months 

of sending it to them and there is no way of knowing what 

happens next. Stress, stress, stress. The system and 

communication is terrible. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado [I attempted to interact with the IRS but] the interactions never 

took place due to long wait periods on hold over the phone and 

the difficulty of aligning IRS service hours with my life and time 

zone change in my current country of residence. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida Very difficult to get right for Australian superannuation. Very 

difficult and confusing to fill out the IRS forms. We were not 

even aware we had to report fbar and the US accountant was 

also not aware. Very stressful and time consuming. To a degree, 

we live in fear of making mistakes. We wish the IRS would 

make a clear determination. Better still stop double taxation and 

also exempt Australian Superannuation from reporting please. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly resided in: New Jersey I am still awaiting news from the IRS in regards to my request 

for leniency as the US deadlines are impossible to meet due to 

different tax year dates in the country I live and the US. There is 

no feedback, my letters appear to be ignored or not read as the 

letters I receive from the IRS don’t even acknowledge what I 

send them. 

 

My other issue is the MAIL! I don’t know where or how they 

post from the IRS I don’t receive the letters until well after the 

date they request me to respond. It’s beyond ridiculous! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It is very difficult and time consuming to attempt to speak with 

anyone at the IRS. Even to pay tax is difficult. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [The IRS wants] expats living abroad to comply but there is an 

assumption that everyone lives in the US.....the rest of the world 

doesn't exist! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Ridiculous verification of identify each year I do taxes. 

Takes time and money to call them. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Physical mailing of documents is via express certified mail even 

then the documents are lost. Payment of any fees Re how to pay 

and effective conversion is impossible. Most notices from IRS 

take 4 to 6 months and typically enacts a penalty. Direct 

communication is expensive and difficult. Lack of knowledge by 

IRS staff on expat issues causes confusion and angst.  

 

The amount of tax paid is insignificant to the cost of preparation. 

My perception is that it cost the IRS more in cost then they 

receive in tax. Loses for me loses for IRS and a win for 

accountants. 

 

I was able to speak with IRS Representative. Hours on the phone 

after midnight for nil result due to lack of knowledge. 

 

Tried unsuccessfully to see my account online but cannot do to 

not having US number. 

 

Mail has been problematic and costly as I only communicate via 

express certified mail. Responses from IRS take months and are 

always past any penalty due date. 

 

Asked for email but advised they are isolated units Re contact 

via electronic means. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon [I] have had to send documents multiple times because were lost 

in mail or at the IRS office. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I needed a tax transcript for US immigration sponsorship 

purposes and i called 3 times, was assured a tax transcript would 

be mailed out, but it never arrived. I also sent in a paper form 

requesting a tax transcript. Eventually I got a tax transcript 

mailed with one 1 year on it instead of 3. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I've never been able to successfully create an online account 

with the IRS (for example to get a transcript). I have mailed 

everything (snail mail). 

 

It is antiquated. 

 

Absolutely not the IRS does not provide sufficient support for 

US Taxpayers. Where in Australia can I get help?  The 

consulate? you have to be kidding. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I received a large refund and didn’t understand why. I had to call 

late at night to try to find out. The mail they had sent with the 

check (ugh, check!!) had no explanation for the refund. There 

should be hours or contact information specifically for people 

living overseas. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I have found it VERY difficult to be in contact with the IRS. As 

I do not have a US phone number cannot set up online accounts- 

calling is difficult due to time difference. Snail mail is a 

nightmare.  

 

There is not enough support or understanding from IRS for 

people living outside of USA. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Issues with moving house and having to confirm my identity... 

BY MAIL multiple times because paperwork never arrived (3 

times). Everything must be done by mail, international mail is 

unreliable. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Have to call every year to 1) ensure my paper tax copy has been 

received, and 2) quickly submit an online tax-due payment. 

Otherwise, I end up owing an interest payment by the time I wait 

to receive correspondence directly from IRS.  

 

This requires multiple calls, long wait times and agents unable to 

answer the most basic questions on my tax liability. Online 

sources would be beneficial but I've been told I can't have an 

online account when located overseas.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois IRS mail notices take months to arrive to me. They have limited 

phone support for non-US working hours. There are no clear 

instructions for filing from overseas, the taxes I pay a 

professional to file would be impossible to do on my own or by 

trying to contact the IRS. It costs a large amount even to try to 

pay them, they don’t have any easy way to take electronic 

payments. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York 1. My attempt to speak to the IRS international taxpayer line 

resulted in them giving we incorrect advice about how to treat 

my Australian retirement accounts. The woman was totally 

flummoxed and spoke to a supervisor, who was equally 

flummoxed. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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2. Correspondence by mail is unacceptably slow. I receive letters 

from the IRS with a due date before I receive the letter. In fact, 

the due date is earlier than the date when the letter was mailed. 

(They seem to mail my letters from Europe -- the UK, if I recall 

correctly?) 

 

3. I am able to find some of the information I need online, but it 

is often not specific enough for me. Note that I am an Ivy 

League law graduate so I am not just too dumb to find it. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Speaking with an IRS for help is a long process, always on hold 

for more than 60 minutes. When I have spoken to anyone, they 

have never been knowledgeable on expat tax laws. They can’t 

help fix an mailing address that includes post codes from non 

U.S. locations. I can't register for an online account because I 

don’t have a US address. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It's been unbelievably difficult. Our 2014 return is still 

unfinalized due to the $28,000 or so outstanding balance that 

came as a result of the IRS "loosing" a payment. I've spoken 

with the IRS multiple times over the years to resolve other issues 

where they have lost or misallocated our estimated tax 

payments. 

 

We've had multiple taxpayer advocates over the years trying to 

get a single issue resolved. First off, getting an advocate initially 

despite the US losing our estimated tax payments and forcing us 

to engage a solicitor to get the documentation (we were violating 

Singaporean privacy regulations because it was a third party 

transaction between my former employer and the bank, despite 

that my former employer had given notarised and certified 

written permission to release it). Once we got an advocate it was 

a very slow process. Then we had the government shutdown. No 

one answering the phones in PR during the shutdown. Once the 

shutdown was over we were told it would be at least 3 months or 

so for them to get back to us. But our advocate had found 

another job in the meantime. No one followed up with us or 

answered our calls or emails or those of our accountants at the 

time. It took more than a year to get a new advocate.  

 

We had an issue with identity theft. We had huge issues getting 

in touch with the Social security office in the Philippines since 

we didn't have a US mobile at the time. It took almost 2 months 

to get a response. 

 

The IRS has sent us several cheques, often to the wrong address 

and via surface mail so they take months to arrive. They do not 

explain what the cheques are for and they don't match the returns 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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we have filed. We are currently (we believe) more than $35,000 

out of pocket to the IRS. Some of that since 2012.  

 

The IRS does not provide sufficient help to overseas taxpayers. 

They also regularly change the rules with little or no notification 

but draconian penalties if you get it wrong. Our new tax preparer 

was horrified to find out that we hadn't filed updated 3510s. We 

didn't even know they hadn't been filed, much less revised.  

 

We have essentially decided that although we believe that the 

IRS owes us (beyond the $35k) several thousand dollars more, 

the cost and pain of filing the revised returns and forms is so 

substantial that it isn't worth it.    
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Long distance international calls with long on hold times waiting 

to speak to someone.  Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland [My interactions with the IRS, which] took place a couple of 

years ago, were time-consuming, absurd, and ridiculous. I 

seemed that they didn't know what they were doing -- I received 

numerous threatening letters demanding payments. Phone calls 

resulted in promises to investigate, but it took AGES before 

things actually were sorted out. I would say that there is little or 

no support for US taxpayers living overseas. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have tried numerous times to create an online account with the 

IRS, mainly to be able to retrieve IRS transcript. I have also 

attempted to request IRS transcripts by using the automated 

phone system. But I was not successful in either case because 

the IRS systems do not handle foreign addresses and phone 

numbers. 

 

I did at one point talk to an actual person to request a transcript. 

They were very helpful and indicated my request would be 

processed but I have never received the requested transcript. 

 

So no, I do not think the IRS provides sufficient support for US 

taxpayers living overseas. We should have access to the same 

online or automated tools that US resident taxpayers have. The 

fact that the IRS online and automated systems cannot handle 

foreign contact details is completely unacceptable. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: Ohio This is to do with sending anything into the IRS. They are 

notorious for losing things. So, if you are sending in your 

paperwork for the 3520 and 3520A forms (or anything else), it is 

highly recommended to send them using the International 

Express postage through Australian Post. This is the most 

expensive postage, but the only way you can track your item 

from the point where you mail it at the post office to when it is 

delivered. You can get an sms text message on your phone as 

well as an email tracking it at each point. Also, clip a piece of 

paper to this identifying the contents (which you will remove 

before actually posting it), have the post office employee 

postmark the envelope, making sure that the postmark clearly 

shows the date and then take a photo of this on your phone. 

Make sure that you print off this (or file it electronically) and 

also the notice of when it is delivered to the IRS. This is 

extremely important, as I had the unfortunate experience of 

getting a letter from the IRS last year stating that I had a penalty 

of $USD33,552.65 (!!! - almost $AUD50,000!) for unpaid taxes; 

this was a result of supposedly failing to file my 3520A forms. 

Of course I had sent this form in well before the due date and 

fortunately I had all my records to verify this. However it was 

very stressful as there was no invitation to contact them to 

clarify the situation or even state how this penalty was 

calculated. I did spend a considerable amount of time over the 

next weekend writing to them explaining the situation and 

attaching photos of all my postal receipts verifying posting the 

paperwork. I also called them with the help of my accountant 

(who charged me $330 for this service as well!) and when 

speaking to them was told that, "oh yes, here is it!" when she 

looked. I was told that as a result of finding the forms that I had 

sent, the penalty would be cancelled and I would receive a notice 

verifying this. I did receive this notice, but no apology or 

anything to state that the mistake was theirs! US/dual citizens 

beware!!! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland $10,000 fine for paperwork submitted received acknowledged 

and then lost. It makes for some depressing suicidal thoughts as 

it just never seems to end. Just trying to do the right thing and 

comply but the burden is just too great. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois I received a fine from the IRS for failing to report my Australian 

superannuation (retirement fund) in my tax return. I did not Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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 understand that the Group Certificate my employer provided 

with all my earnings for the year did not include the 

superannuation payments my employer and I made (which are 

mandated by Australian law). Consequently, I mistakenly left 

that amount out of my annual earning on my tax form.  

 

I received this fine after a former student, and subsequent, 

colleague at the university I taught at asked me to volunteer my 

husband and me to be trial cases when the Australian Tax Office 

(ATO) began electronic surveillance of all of our financial 

holdings within the US and Australia. Up until that time, my 

husband and I had always prepared our own returns and never 

owed anything because our earnings were under the amount that 

we would have to start paying tax to the US. But since I had not 

reported my Australian superannuation payments on that year's 

tax return, the American counterpart, 'Mr Krebs' sent me a letter 

and a fine for it.  

 

I don't remember how much the fine was anymore, but it was 

substantial. After that experience, I tried to find a qualified tax 

preparer for US taxes. The first time I used a professional tax 

preparer, I went to a big international firm that charged me 

$13,000. That was another big shock after the letter fining me 

for making a mistake on my tax form. I now use a smaller firm 

that is just as knowledgeable as this big American accounting 

firm. Their charges are much more reasonable, but still 

substantial.  

 

My husband never used a tax preparer as he preferred to do it 

himself and never received a big fine like I did. It was also very 

stressful for him too. By the way, 'Mr. Krebs' was here in 

Australia at the time they were setting up electronic surveillance 

of all of our financial holdings. He came and met me at work 

one day, introduced by my former student and colleague. He 

would not shake my hand. He told me that I had not made any 

contribution to the US as I had worked in Australia since I was 

23 and that the US had changed since I left it to work in 

Australia (of course it has and I am aware of social and cultural 

changes going on there and have experienced life back in the US 

since coming to Australia, so I am not 'cut off' from the US like 

he imagined I was). He said that I needed to give up my 

citizenship. That advice from him hit a nerve. I explained that I 

couldn't because my husband’s and my entire families are 

American and all live in the US. I thought at the time that if I 

renounced my citizenship, I would not be able to ever see my 

family again. He didn't correct me about that and just turned and 

walked away. Maybe he thought he was doing me a favor, but I 

felt very upset by what he said to me not making a contribution 

to American society, etc. I didn't realize until later that he was 

the 'Mr Krebs' that had sent me the fine. 
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Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
I really don't like being beholden to a tax regime that most of my 

Australian peers are not. It is extraordinarily unreasonable and I 

now realize that US CBT is nothing new. Quite a number of 

people I encounter these days around my area tend to look down 

upon Americans for various reasons. I never did, until I learnt 

about US taxation and FATCA and now (sadly) it's very difficult 

for me to not join that club. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
I like the fact that I'm an American. Finding out my tax 

obligations on the other hand has made it very stressful and for 

the first time after 31 years I thought it might be easier to revoke 

my citizenship.  

 

I love being an American and I think of living in the States again 

one day but the tax obligations seem like the government wants 

to keep a tight fist around its citizens and penalize them for not 

living in America. It's legal dictatorship. How do we still have 

this unethical law in 2020?! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia I am in the process of trying to start the process of renouncing 

my citizenship (but haven't been able to progress due to COVID 

restrictions). However, I wish I didn't have to renounce it 

because I worked hard to get citizenship in the first place. 

 

I would ideally like to keep my US Citizenship because my dad 

still lives there and it would make it easier to go see him. I also 

don't want to spend ~ $3500 AUD to renounce my citizenship. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have experienced a great deal of stress from the time that I 

realised that I was required to file taxes in USA. I began by 

paying over $1800 usd to do the streamline tax to catch up on 

past years. Every year since I have to pay over $400 usd each 

year to complete my tax return which when converted to aud is 

$750. I have never owed tax in USA however I am scared to 

marry my Australian partner and start my own business here in 

Australia due to the potential tax ramifications. I am still really 

and have always been really unclear on USA tax laws for expats. 

I don’t plan on ever living in the USA again and I am seriously 

considering renouncing my citizenship because I feel like my 

citizenship is nothing more than a noose around my neck. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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These policies are CRIMINAL. No other country requires their 

citizens to file taxes if they are citizens of another country and 

living abroad. I resent having to do it and it makes me want to 

sever all ties with the country. It is not fair. It is not just. And it 

is not right. Given that there are no senators or congressmen 

representing my interests I should not be required to file tax not 

to mention I am not receiving any of the few tax benefits that 

Americans living in America receive. How America even gets 

away with it is beyond me. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I pay a lot of money to have my taxes filed each year. I decided 

this year to purposefully earn less money so I don't have to pay 

taxes in the US. 

 

I've paid out all I owe and am scheduled to renounce my 

citizenship on [date] 2020. I am done with the all the filing and 

the restrictions that being a US citizen entails. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would love to remain a US citizen. But the financial and 

mental burden of compliance are just too much. 

 

1) At $1000+ per year costs of preparing our US tax return, 

that's over $50 000 in our lifetime JUST TO FILE TAXES 

WHEN WE DON'T EVEN OWE. THAT IS INSANE. 

 

2) We lose so many hours of our lives to getting all the details 

together to do our US tax return. We also file in Australia, where 

the tax year is 6 months different. So we can't even use any of 

the information from that; it all has to be calculated from scratch 

 

3) Our poor kids are "Accidental Americans". They will also 

have this burden when they reach age 18. I feel so sorry for 

them.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I am going through the process of renunciation. I am working 

with a professional (costing me 5 figures) to ensure that I am not 

a covered expatriate. My wife will follow. At least one of our 

children will renounce shortly as well.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: Ohio 
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Resident of: Australia The US tax laws should NOT be taxing those American citizens 

living overseas, especially those who have lived overseas for a 

significant period of time, as they cannot avail themselves of any 

services available to resident US citizens and which US taxes 

pay for (federal, state and local taxes) such as health, education 

and welfare benefits, national, regional and local infrastructure 

(roads, bridges, hospitals etc, etc) and so forth. The US tax 

system should not be interfering with the ability of a person 

living in a foreign country to be able to have a bank account 

there or establish a business there whereby that business and that 

business person pays taxes to the country he/she resides in and 

where the business is established. 

 

No other country taxes their citizens who live outside of that 

country except the US (and Eritrea). This is NOT FAIR!!!! It 

also forces those of us who have lived outside of the US for a 

long time, but still have some emotional ties to the US (having 

been born and raised there, but leaving to pursue employment 

when none was available in the US for one's chosen career 

and/or having friends and family there) to consider renouncing, 

especially if there is a very large financial penalty (ie annual US 

tax owed) which would be ongoing for retaining one's 

citizenship. 

 

The actual process at the US Consulate in Sydney was pretty 

straight forward. But the lead up to this was very, very stressful 

and very, very expensive, all because of my Australian 

retirement accounts (required by the federal government), but 

not acknowledged as such by the IRS. With the property values 

in Australia, especially Sydney, and the money I had saved to 

support me in my old age, I was afraid that I would be over the 

$2 million dollar "too rich to exit" and would incur even more 

US tax owed in order to be able to do this. As I said to my 

accountant, the US government will "flick me off like a dead 

fly" if I run out of money to support me in my old age, as I can't 

receive any social security payments as I didn't work in the US 

long enough! Fortunately, I was just under the limit so I didn't 

have to pay the "too rich to exit" penalty tax, due the exchange 

rates at the time (thank goodness).  

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Never lived in US  Was born outside the US and have only ever lived outside the 

US, it’s unnecessary for me to be a US citizen. 

 

I am Australian, but unfortunately the US has their own ideas 

and definitions! I DO NOT think of myself as American 

accidental or otherwise. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I found the experience [of renunciation] unnerving. I felt 

intimidated by the person behind the counter. I suffer from 

anxiety and was quite stressed on the day. I explained I was born 

here and never lived in the States, I do not feel in anyway 

American it was just a very necessary and expensive formality! 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Michigan 
As a tax compliant US citizen I was unable to start a small 

business due to the tax complexity. 

 

After 12 years of filing my own US expat returns, not only was 

the burden greater than my connection with the US, I could not 

plan effectively for a modest retirement with my non-US spouse 

in the non-US country we reside are both citizens. I gave up 

hope of the US ever caring about the way these policies unfairly 

punish Americans who live outside America. 

 

I’m free now! But while a US citizen, I was unable to do 

anything other than earn ordinary employee income without 

having a ridiculous tax situation that would have been 

prohibitively expensive for a low-income earner to address with 

a competent tax adviser. I had to disclose my non-US husband’s 

financial information to a foreign tax authority. I had to file my 

own taxes under a fiction of married filing separately. I was 

taxed as if I lived in a country I haven’t lived in for 16 years! I 

never got a child care credit because I never registered my 

child’s birth to save her from the nightmare that is US 

citizenship. What the US does to its non-resident citizens is 

reprehensible and inconsistent with its foundational ideologies. 

 

I never wanted to renounce, it was the best thing for my future, 

and my family, as I intend on retiring and dying in my non-US 

country of residence. It would have been irrational for me to 

continue to remain a US citizen while attempting to plan for 

retirement. No other country forces their citizens to choose - no 

matter what my passport says, my voice makes it pretty clear 

that I’m American, so now when I tell people I’m just an 

Australian with a funny accent, I explain to them the exceptional 

reason why. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly resided in: New Jersey I am over it! 

 

It is sad and unfortunate that I felt the only way I could continue 

to live my life, especially as I am looking to retire in the next 5/6 

years, was to shut the door to my past. I no longer have ties 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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(family) in the states. My life is truly and completely here in my 

adopted country (Australia). 

 

By the time I renounced (I had already been through the full 

gamut of emotions) all I felt was relief. 

 

It would be nice if the US stopped defining citizenship as an 

excuse/equivalent for tax residency. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Former resident of: Wisconsin I have three children who were "Accidental Americans". None 

of my children have ever lived in the US. I migrated in 1974 and 

have no desire to live in the US again. My wife is not a US 

citizen and has never lived in the US. 

 

As a family, we decided that renunciation was the best course of 

action for all of us. 

It was a difficult, expensive process that took nearly a year. 

 

During the process of preparing for our renunciation my 

emotions ranged from fear for myself and my family, despair 

that I would ever be able to complete the process, to anger that 

the country of my birth would treat me, and particularly my 

children, so shamefully.  

 

None of us had done anything wrong, yet we were being treated 

as if we were criminals. 

 

Highlights for the year included the day I made the oath of 

renunciation at the US Consulate and the day I received my 

Certificate of Loss of Nationality. 

 

My children and I became fully US tax compliant as part of the 

renunciation process and have no further US tax obligations. 

The FBAR is particularly insulting as it assumes that having a 

bank account in different country is an indicator of criminal 

behaviour.  

 

FATCA is a particularly nasty tactic of interference by the US 

government in the operation of commerce in other countries. I 

can imagine the response of the US government if another 

country like Australia demanded that the IRS and US banks 

report on Australian citizens living in the US. 

 

Both the FBAR and FATCA schemes should be withdrawn and 

not replaced. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Smart criminals will get around both FBAR and FATCA. The 

programs only affect the lives of honest working people. 

 

"Taxation, without representation, is tyranny" is attributed to 

James Otis. and is as true today as it was in 1765. 

 

US citizens who take up employment in other countries are not 

criminals. US citizens who move to another country just because 

they want to or for adventure or for any other legal reason are 

not criminals. 

 

In particular, the sons and daughters of US citizens living in 

other countries are not criminals. 

 

Yet, all of these groups of people are treated as if they were. 

The standard response I hear when I tell someone about my 

family's journey through renunciation is "No, that can't be right. 

How can you be taxed on money you make outside the US?"  

(I've never met an Eritrean. Maybe they wouldn't be surprised.) 

Removing FBAR and FATCA would be good first steps, but 

until the US tax system is changed to remove the tax reporting 

obligations on earnings of people living outside the US, the 

problem will remain. 

 

Unfortunately, I don't believe there would be sufficient interest 

or support in government for changes to US tax law. Who cares 

about ex-patriots? 

 

I hope I am wrong. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Former resident of: Missouri The US needs to stop taxing those who have emigrated. No one 

else should be forced to renounce US citizenship just to integrate 

financially into the economy of the country where they live. 

 

Having renounced, I am no longer subject to FBAR or FATCA 

or US taxation of my Australian source income (and retirement 

savings). 

 

My local retirement savings was considered taxable by the US. I 

resented the obligation to report my non-US accounts to the US. 

 

I resented the fact that I had to give up my US citizenship in 

order to plan for retirement and live a normal financial life in my 

new home country. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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It was a relief to complete the actual renunciation appointment, it 

gave me a sense of freedom. Security was over the top at the 

consulate, which was a little unsettling. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I would have preferred to remain a dual citizen despite my 

gradual alienation from US culture, were it not for the 

burdensome dual compliance regime and associated 

inconvenience in my country of residence. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Missouri 
It took so damn long! Made the case that we had renounced, but 

the USA State Department is the prosecutor and judge, so, guess 

what, they rejected our renunciation. But this took a long time 

due to their sloth. 

 

Then had to renounce, and again it took long times to get an 

appointment at the US Consulate. The whole process took way 

too long, and cost way too much (i.e., not just the US$2350 fee, 

but flights to the USA Consulate, which was not in my 

hometown). 

 

While I am now free of USA extraterritorial taxation, I learned 

the hard way by being subject to it, how unfair and ridiculous it 

is.  

  

Therefore, I remain believing it needs to be changed. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Former resident of: California I am out of the US system with my CLN and able to live without 

US worry. 

 

All went well with the help of John Richardson and very 

expensive but worth it. 

 

Should have done it sooner. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alaska I have money that I need to invest sitting back in my bank 

account - I cannot access many of the investment options 

(Vanguard, etc.) and it sucks that my retirement will be 

impacted. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Just recently we have been told by we need to shift any US 

holdings ie brokerage accounts to Australia as the US firm will 

no longer be able to hold our securities as we are not US 

residents. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I'd really like to get my 401(k) out of the US, but because of 

regulations, nobody will even help me transition it to an IRA, so 

I think I'm about to lose thirty years of contributions. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In 1991 I left a 401K account, managed by Merrill Lynch, when 

I moved overseas. It remained open until 2015 when they closed 

it without informing me. They stated they no longer accepted 

foreign addresses because of FATCA. As a result, I had to pay 

1/3 of the fund value as penalty for early withdrawal on my 2015 

tax return.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have to hide my foreign address from my US financial 

institutions.  

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  The US should reflect world practice and cease extra-territorial 

taxation. It makes our lives significantly worse, to no benefit - 

apart from the tax-preparers to whom we end up paying far more 

than the tax payable. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  We would like to buy a family home or investment properties to 

secure our retirement but cannot because of the uncertainty on 

tax especially as gain is measured in USD rather than the local 

currency. In other words we could be subject to tax even if we 

don’t have an actual gain which is a horrifying proposition. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  My husband cannot participate in normal prudent investments 

that would be favorably treated in the Australian tax regime as 

the US system imposes punishing taxes on those investments. 

This adversely affects our family financial health (eg managed 

funds, superannuation and housing). 

 

The US citizen-based tax system has caused enormous stress on 

my husband and I as we plan for our retirement and are limited 

in what we can do. He cannot invest in managed funds and so 

just leaves any savings in bank accounts. Given low interest 

rates we, as a family, are materially adversely affected due to our 

not being able to invest in managed funds and similar 

investments, as others here and in the US can. 

 

I have had to enter into a mortgage and buy our family house 

myself with no contribution from my husband and that has 

caused me personal stress. We live in Sydney where the median 

price for housing is close to US$1 million.  

 

I personally am also very anxious about the application of US 

estate and gift taxes, as (1) there is no such tax in Australia  (2) 

whilst thresholds are high at the moment organisations like 

Moodys indicate Senator Schumer will push for a very low 

threshold for married couples with one alien nonresident (3) the 

unfairness of a tax on funds that have already been taxed is 

upsetting.  

 

The high-level stress my husband suffers in connection with the 

enormous administrative effort required to lodge US tax papers 

creates stress in the marriage. 

 

[The US should] follow all other countries bar one other and 

impose resident based taxation.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Unfortunately our children have had their births registered and 

are now all considered renouncing as they do not feel that they 

are American having lived all their lives hear (they were all born 

outside the US). 

 

It has been a very rude awakening for my partner and myself. 

We were totally unaware of the tax obligations to the US when 

we married. It has been both financially and emotionally 

draining. Finding information and dealing with the IRS has been 

frustrating as there is no longer any local support. We’ve had to 

restructure our financial lives. My partner has decided to 

renounce and our children will likely follow suit in a few years. 

They have no need to be associated with the US. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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I feel that my financial information is none of the US’s business! 

My privacy has been invaded by a foreign government because I 

have a US citizen partner. 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Filing US taxes is an annoyance but doesn’t greatly affect my 

life. I would have to file for the purposes of repaying my student 

loans regardless of any other law. FBAR reporting is 

complicated, not well known about and quite ridiculous that I 

have to report superannuation income that is inaccessible until 

retirement. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oklahoma Given I have no income in the USA, it is beyond the scope of 

the IRS as to my foreign income. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I would like to see a tax treaty to address double taxation as well 

as stop collection of capital gains created outside the US as that 

severely limits my ability to invest for the future and have my 

name on assets. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see taxation change to be residency based. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Taxation should only apply to those living within the United 

States and its territories. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan It would be good if the USA could recognise compulsory 

retirement savings as exactly that instead of deeming them 

normal managed investments in trusts when that is not their true 

intent in the first place, considering access to capital or income 

is delayed for around 40 years. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I don’t believe that we should have to file FBAR if we reside 

abroad (ie: live, work, raise our families abroad). I understand 

the core idea behind why FATCA came into being but it has 

served to penalise people who don’t have huge incomes and US 

residents with foreign investments and people who hide money 

inverses do it anyway regardless of the law. It should be 

rewritten at the very least to exclude people in my situation.... 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We have no problem with countries taxing citizens for services 

received in that country. We would fight for clarity in the tax 

treaties, and for Australian earnings being taxed by Australia 

ONLY! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I would love to see the USA join every other country in the 

world (expect Eritrea!) in releasing their citizens from tax and 

reporting obligations if they chose to make their permanent 

home in another country. If this is impossible, then to improve 

the tax treaties to allow better quality of financial and emotional 

lives of their Expats. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
What I'd like to see is for this law to change. There is no reason 

a nonresident US citizen should stress about US tax on top of the 

country of resident. It is not ethical how the government 

penalizes its nonresident citizens. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like the US to move to full Residence Based Taxation - 

either by legislation or by redefinition of non-US resident 

taxpayer. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California There should be no extraterritorial taxation of US citizens who 

have a bona fide overseas residence and are certifiably absent 

from the US. 

 

Get rid of FBAR and FATCA. 

 

Rhetorically, what's good for the goose is good for the gander so 

why isn't the US participating in the Common Reporting 

Standard (CRS)?! Typical US government double standard. It is 

purposely inviting foreign investment under the cover of 

privacy/secrecy from foreign governments. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 



 
 

69 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Abolish [CBT, FATCA and FBAR]. It is part of American 

imperialism; colonising its own citizens, as it did Africans by 

turning them into slaves, then second-class citizens, immigrants 

as aliens: now US citizens living abroad or have property, 

earnings, business, savings abroad are now treated as aliens: 

extraterritorial is tantamount to being extraterrestrial! (More than 

onomatopoeia.) FATCA is tantamount to SETI. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Have cut off for who needs to file taxes. Many of us are retired 

or no more than middle class and have no assets in the USA at 

all. The reporting is a burden and threats to our oversea accounts 

is overwhelming. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Exempt Australian Superannuation from double taxation and 

reporting please. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I pay US taxes as if I were living in the US - I believe - even 

though I live full time in Australia. I feel the tax laws for citizens 

living outside the US very complicated and therefore found it 

necessary to have my taxes done by a professional. I would like 

the US laws to simplify how they handle citizens' income taxes 

who are living outside US. 

 

I do not know if I will return to the US or not. If I don't return to 

the US, it doesn't seem fair that I pay taxes there as I were living 

there. Perhaps there can be a stipulation added to the law that 

would accommodate this - for example, if I do return, I may 

have to pay extra in taxes that following year, but if I remain 

living outside Australia, I would pay less taxes than someone 

living in America. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois The US is one of two countries that require its citizens that live 

overseas to file tax returns. This should be stopped. The IRS 

doesn’t get any money from me so I’m being penalised by 

having to pay to have my returns prepared & the time it takes to 

get the returns material ready for no good reason. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan It seems an unnecessary hassle to have to report annually when I 

pay my taxes where I live and don't owe anything to the US 

government. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Want CBT discontinued. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oklahoma The fbar system is just simply unnecessary, and an overreach of 

the US government. If you want the balance of accounts 

overseas, why not also from citizens within the USA? My 

measly accounts aren't any concern to the US government, and 

it's inappropriate that I have to report them. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Stop the US from taxing its citizens abroad, in particular their 

pensions. 

 

And stop the big accounting firms for loving this chaos! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I believe that FATCA should be abolished. It is an intrusion into 

privacy and treats you as a criminal until proven innocent.  

Citizen based taxation is wrong and discriminatory.  

But I would be happy if at least the laws were changed to make 

it less onerous on normal middle-income citizens. In addition, in 

Australia the tax treaty should be changed to recognise 

Australian retirement plans as retirement plans not trusts. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington We are one of two nations that do this and it’s wrong. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California There should be simple caps on $ that allow low-income persons 

like myself to be excluded from having to file.  

 

A system that favours the rich being able to dodge paying taxes 

simply because they can pay for the advice in order to be able to 

do that, is corrupt and needs to be fixed. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I think that if you live overseas and aren't working for an 

American company or have no income from an American 

company or entity, then you shouldn't have to go through any of 

this. If you're a homeland American and have overseas accounts, 

then by all means have them fill in the FBAR and be subject to 

FATCA. Aside from the $1200 stimulus check this year, I've 

received no benefit from the US government in the last 10 years. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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And I would have gladly not received the stimulus check in 

exchange for RBT. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida We would like to see the US not tax our income or anything else 

that has nothing to do with them while we live here in Australia. 

 

It is none of their business, my husband and I don't see why they 

have a right to try to monitor us and tax us when we're not even 

in the US. Australia does not do that to all of their citizens that 

live in the US. 

 

I understand it might be important for rich people or some dodgy 

business men or women, but we're just the "little people". We're 

just regular, middle class people who don't need the extra stress 

or expense, are not doing anything wrong and will no doubt 

never have so much money that we'd be considered rich (only in 

our dreams, obviously). 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Stop citizen-based taxation/ allow me to financially plan my 

future. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I would like to see a change to resident-based taxation. Barring 

that, I would like to see my children exempt from any citizen-

based taxation based on the fact that they have never lived in the 

US, don't use any services in the US and don't have any financial 

ties to the US. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon Do like the rest of the world and go to resident-based tax. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Would like to not have to file US taxes if I have received no 

income from a US entity, and would like to not pay taxes on 

foreign investments that are already taxed by the foreign 

country. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I’d like to not have to file my foreign earned income yearly, pay 

for it, and not pay tax. can't i just...not? i never worked 

professionally in the US, i paid off all my college loans 

(actually, i didnt have any loans) so am not in debt to anyone in 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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the US...why do I keep having to tell you where and how im 

earning a living if it's not on US soil? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia I would really like to see this requirement of filing a US Tax 

Return/FBAR for those permanently living overseas in their 

home country (I was born in Australia) to end. I have no 

intention of moving back to the US and I do not want to 

continue a relationship with the IRS or feel obligated to disclose 

my financial status to the US.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I don't live in the USA. I don't benefit from the infrastructure 

that my US taxes might fund. It is ludicrous that I have to submit 

tax returns or that I could potentially be liable for a tax amount - 

which is bound to happen when I retire because my wealth is in 

trusts which are subject to US rules designed to catch tax 

evaders. I am not one of those people. These trusts are perfectly 

legitimate vehicles in my country of residence. I don't 

necessarily get any tax benefit but I get certain protections (from 

say my husband's family who would do everything they could to 

get their hands on our money should my husband die before me). 

In the case of my self-managed superannuation fund...it must be 

in one of these trusts. If it weren't for family in the US, I would 

renounce. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I don't mind FBAR, I'm happy to report my accounts but I 

should only be subject to taxation ONLY where I live and pay 

taxes to. 

 

If Americans are to file taxes abroad when they don't earn or 

even pay US taxes, make this a free process. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I'd like to see them simply go away. You shouldn't be taxed on 

income that you didn't earn in the US if you aren't living in the 

US. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon FATCA is plain outright extortion (30% on US holdings) and 

the fact that, for the most part, no other country snoops and 

bothers it citizens outside of its border in regards to taxation for 

no benefit; and a tax system that is 150 years old (other countries 

got rid of CBT a long time ago, last one that I know of was the 

Philippines). The wealth generated in countries outside of the 

US belong to them, not the US. 

 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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I want the US to join the rest of the world, go to residence-based 

taxation and leave those outside of the US alone, unless they 

have US-based income (just like 99.95% of the rest of the 

world). This would also save a lot of cost, a lot of complexity, 

and a lot of stress on just about everyone involved. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania Please do anything you can to get rid of this obscene burden. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee As most- I find filing taxes and FBAR in US very stressful and 

expensive. I believe that it is an unfair burden on individuals. I 

would very much like to see these policies changed. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The vast majority of Americans who live overseas are ordinary 

people earning a middle class salary who are unfairly burdened, 

when compared to citizens of other countries, with tax 

obligations. I pay taxes here in my country of residence, am not 

a financial high flyer and see no reason why the US should be so 

financially intrusive in my life. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like these policies to be removed. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington 1) Taxation should only apply in the country in which you live. 

 

2) If this means that a US citizen living abroad cannot receive 

social security, THAT IS FINE. 

 

3) FATCA and FBAR are a grossly unfair burden on anyone 

with less than $1 million. It should NOT include retirement 

accounts. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I would like to see the US adopt residence-based taxation, in line 

with the rest of the world.  

 

The US tax policies are hurting its own citizens, without 

benefitting the US. I spend hours and $$$ on completing returns, 

only to owe nothing. I am also limited from investments in my 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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country of residence, because of prohibitive filing requirements 

and tax implications.  

 

The US should not be taxing me on income in my country of 

residence (where I already pay taxes in full) 

 

I have contacted Congresspeople and Senators from my last 

address of residence. Their responses have been abysmal. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I'm burdened severely with being double taxed. I would like to 

see the obtrusive and archaic practice stopped. We pay taxes in 

the country we earn our income. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Currently I feel like a prisoner of the US tax system, unable to 

invest as I would like, unable to buy and sell assets without 

penalty or double taxation. I would like the tax treaties updated 

to take into account “permanent expat” living situations, OR 

residence-based taxation rules adopted by the USA. It is unfair 

that American citizens feel forced to renounce because of these 

issues.  

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [I want CBT, FATCA and FBAR to] be eliminated. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota As I'm now living outside of the US, the new countries rules 

should apply: income, retirement savings, investments, etc.  Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I want exemptions across the board for Americans who make 

their money, and hold their assets, in the overseas country where 

they reside. Residency-based taxation! And no requirement to 

report on assets! 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I would like the US to transition to Resident Based Taxation, 

like the rest of the world. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We need RBT now. 
Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The paperwork burden is too heavy. I wish the FBAR and 

FATCA were not required. Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas We need to eliminate citizen-based taxation. We need to 

eliminate FATCA - if you need the information, use the CRS.  Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I appreciate the desire of the US authorities to expose illegal 

money laundering. However, the current approach has had a 

significant impact on innocent US citizens living abroad and 

needs to be changed to make the reporting responsibilities less 

onerous. 

 

I have lived outside of the US consistently for 31 years. I own no 

US property and maintain no residence there. While I understand 

that citizenship gives me the protection of the US Government in 

case of emergencies, I do not believe that this justifies the 

taxation requirements which are imposed on people in my 

situation. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Just let me live in Australia without having to file in the US. I do 

not (and have not since I moved here) earn any US money. It's 

all Australian, and I am already taxed heavily on that. I should 

just be allowed to do an EZ form that says I live overseas and do 

not earn any US money. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am required to submit annual taxes and FATCA FBAR 

paperwork. This is stressful, costly and invasive. 

I would prefer US adopts a residential tax code and leave expats 

out of the taxation issues. Especially in regards to retirement 

funds that incur dual taxation from USA and the country where I 

reside. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas At a minimum, I would like relief from the onerous reporting 

requirements and financial hits that come with holding what are 

deemed by the US taxation system as being foreign accounts and 

assets. My financial accounts and assets in the country where I 

am a citizen and bona fide resident should not be deemed as 

"foreign" by the US taxation system. They certainly should not 

be subject to ridiculous rules such as the PFIC regulations and 

onerous FBAR reporting requirements. 

 

The US taxation system has a built-in assumption that the only 

reason one would own foreign financial assets was to commit 

tax fraud. Americans living overseas are treated like suspected 

criminals simply because we need to own foreign financial 

assets to live our everyday lives and to save for our retirement. 

This built-in bias should be acknowledged and eliminated from 

the US tax system. Some of this could probably even be done 

with rule changes and not require massive changes in the tax 

code itself. 

 

My Australia based retirement account should not be subject to 

foreign trust reporting rules. This is a result of the inadequacy of 

the US-Australian tax treaty but is also an example of the US tax 

system treating something that is domiciled in my country of 

residence as a foreign entity subject to more stringent reporting 

requirements with severe penalties if not done correctly. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

AUSTRIA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
Stress and anxiety with filing, investment choices, retirement 

accounts etc. 
Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
Trying to comply with US tax laws as an expat is a nightmare.  

 

It is difficult to plan for my future in a responsible way because 

so many investments are off limits to me as a US person.  

 

I spend hundreds of dollars on getting professional tax help just 

to file a basic return (in the country where I live I file my own 

returns because they are simpler and clearer, and I can get 

specific answers from the tax office).  

 

I feel frustrated, hopeless, anxious, and disappointed.  

 

I have contacted local representatives back in the US, and gotten 

totally generic responses about tax reform. 

Resident of: Australia 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I think citizenship taxation is unfair. One should only be taxed in 

your country of principle residence. 

FATCA has made me feel like a second-class citizen in my 

country of residence. Which was not the case before that. 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California It is yet another us empire racket for the BUSINESS of America 

to extract monies and to support the us compliance/tax industries 

with form fests and obfuscatory nonsense to line their coffers. 

We hate the us empire and will never ever go back as we are 

slaves to their system and the us empire is one of the least "free" 

"countries" in the world. Simply, tax, debt, and employment 

slaves to at will employment US corporations and a society with 

no values, no intellect, and no respect for the mind. 

 

All paths lead to renunciation. Period. The "patriot" feelings 

toward the us empire was simply Stockholm syndrome. Being a 

"citizen" of the USA business ("Country") was akin to being in 

an abusive relationship, and making excuses and 'logic' for why 

they're continuously "punching" you in the face and /or engaging 

in emotional/psychological terror with you. To keep one's US-

ian citizenship is bordering on mental illness or other mental 

derangement in light of facts and historical narrative of what the 

US empire was really about. 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
[I have many] ongoing problems. The biggest frustration in 

addition to the time and stress of filing, is being so low income 

and having to pay such a huge chunk of my income to a tax 

preparer. 

 

The process of declaring accounts is very tedious (finding 

highest balance in the year, updating addresses and names) and I 

don't know how to do it without the expensive services of a tax 

preparer. I made a few small investments of less than 40k total 

just before the law was changed and fbar and fatca started. I've 

ultimately spent about 5k just to legally report on those 

investments. 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Luckily I have dual citizenship and managed to convince my 

own bank that only my EU citizenship is required. It not all 

banks agree to that. I find is demeaning to have these discussions 

every year. 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My name is kept from all family investments. I had to decline to 

be my husband’s official business partner, even though I do lots 

of work for *his* company. I had to keep my name off property 

that my family owns. And I worry what will happen when the 

children are grown - when they inherit everything they will get 

major problems! 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I did not know that I had to file until I had already lived abroad 6 

years. I then tried to sort it out (with lots of worries and costs) 

but it took another year before I had completed the IRS’s 

streamline program. 

 

[I entered an amnesty program] because after I found out I 

wasn’t compliant, I worried a lot. It was not good for my mental 

wellbeing. I still believe it’s unfair to make us do this! 

 

I think it would be fair to stop financial reporting to the US after 

a permanent move abroad. I believe in paying taxes to keep 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 



 
 

79 
 

society going, but I feel punished and harassed by the current 

regulations. I cannot invest in the market, because I can’t open a 

trading account in the US while living abroad, and I if I would 

trade here I would get double- or triple-taxed! 
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Basically I feel resentful having to file tax forms every year even 

though the end sum is always $0. Costs me 150 USD a year for 

that. I wanted to change my bank about 5 years ago but found 

that 2 banks in my city refuse customers with US citizenship due 

to all the extra formalities demanded by the US govt.  

 

I feel that living abroad seems to make you guilty of tax evasion 

until you prove otherwise.  

 

Actually, for these reasons, I’m in the process of giving up my 

US citizenship- sad, that I have lived abroad for over 40 years 

remaining true to the US, but FATCA has finally done me in! 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I am stressed out every year when I try to fill out my tax returns, 

especially since I have to go through a lot of bank statements for 

FBAR and FATCA. These policies should be abolished! 

Resident of: Austria 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

BAHRAIN 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I am sick and tired of being labeled as a toxic citizen. I also 

detest the substandard treatment I receive from the banking 

industry, and amazed in this day and age I am discriminated 

against due to the irrational behavior of the US government 

towards Americans overseas. The annual tax filing is 

overwhelming, saving some money is painful, and figuring out 

how to invest while not being penalized is like walking blindly 

into a minefield. Its getting to a point where I will have to give 

up my citizenship to save my family, how ironic.... 

 

Fbar, fatca have been created by bureaucrats, and politicians 

who are removed from reality. What they’ve created violated our 

constitution. 

Resident of: Bahrain 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 



 
 

80 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I would like the US to conform to global worldwide policies and 

treat US citizens living abroad as human beings. Simply they 

should not tax any citizen who lives outside of US territory. 

Some people called it residency based taxation others call it 

territorial taxation. 

Resident of: Bahrain 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

BELGIUM 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Too many [problems] to count: 

do not really trust the accountant I use to do everything correctly 

- rules are too complex and he does not fully understand them. 

every year receiving (posted) letters from the IRS regarding mis-

understandings or complications with the returns - 3 months 

between communications, drags on for years. 

had to pay exorbitant fees (11,000 EUR) to get my name off the 

deed of my ex-husbands house for fear of US tax implications 

cannot be a signatory of Belgian company of which I am a 

senior manager/director 

Constant stress, waiting for something to go wrong every year. 

GILTI - had to pay considerable money there as I own a small 

business in Belgium - felt very angry there. 

 

I have had no serious repercussions in terms of punitive tax 

assessments, fines or audits. I live however in constant dread 

that I will unknowingly make a mistake as the rules are so 

complex, and that this will result in serious repercussions, either 

financial or in terms of time and energy to respond to endless 

vague inquiries and threats. I also pay around 1000 EUR 

annually to a tax preparer. The situation is better now that I have 

a US tax preparer, a financial advisor and a Belgian accountant 

who all know each other, more or less understand my situation 

as a US citizen living and working in Europe, and communicate 

directly with each other. My previous Belgian accountant 

refused to believe that I was subject to taxation in the USA as a 

Belgian resident.  

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan All my bank accounts are jointly owned with my husband who is 

not a US citizen nor green card holder. It is stressful to have to 

report the total and highest amount per year of these joint 

accounts because, in a sense, I am reporting my husband’s bank 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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amounts too, which he really resents and this becomes upsetting 

to me.  
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Retirement accounts overseas have been stopped because of my 

American citizenship status. 

 

I felt like the US was penalising my decision to live outside of 

the United States. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Two years ago my bank-insurer let me know that I would no 

longer have access to most of their brokerage services. Also, 

there are a number of bank or insurance products I’m prohibited 

from purchasing. So it’s hard to save for my pension which is 

very frustrating. 

 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have not been able to find decent tax advice for my situation. I 

live in Belgium and am an American citizen. I run my own 

business and have investments here. I currently file my own 

returns to the best of my ability and worry that I am filling them 

in incorrectly. I have been in correspondence with multiple tax 

specialists, most of whom have inconsistent advice and/or have 

no idea how to accurately file for me. I usually owe no tax but 

the stress involved is crazy. I am currently 2 years behind on tax 

returns due to the onerous process. It seems like whenever I 

work it out, the forms/rules change. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have gone through various stages of anger, depression, anxiety. 

I decided not to relinquish my US passport. I decided to "play it 

safe" (although from what is not clear) and to start filing again 

from 2014. I had stopped filing since 2002, the first year where I 

didn't know what my Belgian tax would be before US filing 

limits. I now have to estimate Belgian tax, since the exact 

number is never known in time for US filings. The tax return is 

one thing, but FATCA is another pain. I'm not sure what my 

banks do with my information and I am afraid to ask. 

 

Now, I go through the motions of filing, even though the data 

filed is edited and estimated (if only because the numbers are not 

known by US deadlines). I'm not even sure why I do it anymore. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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In any case I owe way more tax in Belgium than I would in the 

US. 

 

I now go through the motions of filing FBARs myself every 

year, with partial identification of accounts to protect my data in 

case of a leak.  

 

I owe no tax to the US and instead have been receiving child tax 

credits and covid help. Which is ridiculous. I use the money to 

save for relinquishing some day and pay my tax preparer. 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have lived in Europe for over 25 years and when I was 

working, my company paid for Deloitte to complete all my 

taxes, both local and US, but when I left that job and went 

freelance, I had to find a cost efficient and effective tax 

consultant. Deloitte would have cost me $4000 to complete my 

US form in which I would have owed no tax given the amount 

of foreign tax credit carried over. I tried to complete my taxes 

using online systems like TurboTax, but because my zip code 

was only 4 digits, I was not allowed to complete the form. I 

finally found a small firm who were able to complete it online, 

paying 150 euros, but because I had to wait for my Belgium 

taxes to be done first, I was too late in filing to receive the US 

stimulus package for COVID. And still, I owed no US taxes due 

to the amount of foreign tax credit to carry over - and I probably 

never will have to pay on the future as I have over $200,000 in 

foreign tax credits and I am going into retirement.  

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I could fill out the EZ-2555 tax form but I pay a tax preparer to 

use different reporting methods so I can accumulate tax credits 

in anticipation of taxes due at some later date, for instance on the 

sale of my home. I think it’s insane that I actually will owe 

money on the sale of non-US assets. 

 

I first started reporting in 2015 after being bullied by my best 

friend who insisted I had to report. I didn’t sleep for weeks on 

end and my friendship died. Now I spend 2 weeks salary each 

year to pay my tax preparer for myself and my kids but at least I 

sleep at night. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 I've stopped reporting. I get a nasty letter once a year stating that 

I still owe taxes from 2010. A year I didn't work but for 3 

months due to the recession. That was also the year I left the US. 

 

I stress when I think about how my spouse and I will survive 

when I arrive at retirement age. We both are wondering how we 

will be able to live comfortably. Not richly just with no financial 

concerns. I will receive SS from the US and a small return here 

where I live but we are really stressing and trying to prepare for 

as close to 0 maintenance costs as possible. We won't be able to 

afford repairs if anything major breaks. 

 

I'm hesitant to start up a small business in regards to the tax 

implications for a foreign small business owner. I can handle the 

tax issues for this country but not both here and there. 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I live in Belgium. In 2014 Deutsche Bank terminated my 

accounts on account of my US citizenship, even though I am 

French and opened these accounts under my French ID. They 

just used my birthplace.  

 

In 2019 Société Générale in France terminated my account there, 

although I am not sure it was because of my US birthplace. They 

said it was because I did not send personal information early 

enough, although I did send it at their deadline. My personal 

information of course contains my birthplace, a dead giveaway 

as there are few places named "New York City" outside the US.  

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington My bank will not accept investment accounts from Americans 

(stock and bond funds for example) because of FATCA. Prior to 

that, those opportunities were available to me. Few banks will 

take American clients other than for a current account and when 

they do the fees are high. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am self-employed and an entrepreneur and my taxation 

requirements make it really difficult for me to envision a future 

where I could potentially become very successful due to the 

amount I will be taxed by the US. It is blatantly unfair. I do not 

live in the US and should not be penalized for living outside of 

the country. I am not a rich person hiding money overseas to 

avoid taxation. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [I feel] EXTREME ANGER - and disbelief that this can be 

considered acceptable. 

 

To reduce the amount of cash inside my small business (revenue 

consists of my consulting activities; I keep a relatively large 

amount of cash in the business as it is cheaper right now than 

paying dividends) I had to loan out the money to myself. This 

cost me considerable time, energy and accounting fees, but was 

less than the exorbitant transition tax. This occurred 2 years ago, 

I think. My tax preparer arranged for me to pay the transition tax 

in tranches but the IRS doesn't seem to understand this; as a 

result there are still open issues about my 2018 tax return. In 

November 2020 I received a letter by post from the IRS stating 

they 'needed more time' to respond to a letter I sent them in 

January responding to questions about the GILTI payments. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Denied a mortgage from a smaller Belgian bank. Larger ones 

would have given it. 

However I hear rumours that banks are getting tighter with 

regard to FATCA and I worry constantly that I will eventually 

have my accounts closed or frozen. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan My children are considered accidental Americans and will soon, 

when they start their careers, have the burden of filing US tax 

forms even if they have never lived there nor will ever live there. 

They are thinking of renouncing their US citizenship because 

they do have another citizenship (from their father), but this 

would be hard on my family members if they did this. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Maryland 
I am a dual French/British citizen. I discovered about a year ago 

that I am still a US citizen, having been bron in the US, but left 

at 9 months old.  

Since I discovered that I am subject to the IRS, it has strongly 

affected me emotionaly. 

My bank will not let me take on a loan so that I can become a 

home owner, and we have decided to postpone any plans for 

marriage/civil union with my partner so that she does not get 

impacted by extraterritorial taxation too. Furthermore the bank 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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has set a legal deadline of june 2021 by which they need to have 

my Social Security Number to provide the US 

It is the cause of huge emotional stress. 

Furthermore, I wish to start the process of setting things straight 

with the US, but the embassy's Social Benefits unit is closed. I 

am therefore unable to move forward. It is an absurd situation 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have tried multiple times to interact with the IRS regarding my 

tax returns. My requests went unanswered and eventually, I gave 

up. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida When I first tried to do my taxes without a preparer back around 

2014-2015, I had lots of questions but no answers. I tried 

contacting the IRS. Once i even spent 2 hours on hold while 

calling from abroad. The woman I spoke to was very nice but 

basically told me she had zero answers for someone in my 

situation and she couldn’t connect me to someone who could 

help. I also emailed once about the streamline program but the 

answer I got was too curt. All I felt like I did was put a bullseye 

on my forehead. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I received decent assistance from the Paris consulate during 

2007-8. Since then, I have used an accountant to prepare US tax 

returns. 

 

Communicating with the IRS is a joke. Vague letters by postal 

mail every 3 months. What a shame and poor reflection of the 

USA. 

 

No, there is zero proper support, primarily because the rules are 

too complex for anyone to really understand what should be 

done in individual cases. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas I would like the right to pursue the American dream just not in 

the US. The US tax and reporting make living overseas like 

playing roulette. It just isn't fair to put burdens on citizens no 

matter where they live. I can't live like I'd like to because of the 

possible tax issues that would be incurred. I'd love to start my 

small business but because it has the possibility of generating 

money that the US will want its piece of it would no longer be a 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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pleasure to do. It would become yet another reason to hate the 

US. 

 

Since I've lived outside the borders I see just how oppressive the 

policies are. In country there is propaganda that promotes a 

prejudiced manner of thought. Once free of that presence I see 

life more clearly and have no interest in going back even to 

retire. 
 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Accidental American born in 

California 
I only lived 2 months in us 

But it costed me a lot of money and stress 

It feels like racism to a minority 

 

I tried to file via expattax but felt I would only lose more money 

 

Impossible and not compatible with eu income and tax situation 

 

Double taxation on shares in lieu of income paid by belgian 

company on a us account 

 

[Renunciation was] expensive and very difficult: 

2000 euro to embassy 

Loss due to double taxation 6000 euro 

Anxiety pushed to you by so called agencies who can help for 

another 6000 euro.... 

I spend a full week trying to figure out how I would deal with all 

the policies... 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Michigan  
Even though I renounced and have my CLN [I am] still having 

problems with my bank and FATCA. I can access the services 

previously denied but they still want me to fill out and submit 

the FATCA forms. I am fighting this as I am no longer a US 

citizen the United States have no right to the information. 

 

I separate our lives in pre-FATCA and post-FATCA aka hell.  

When I emigrated we decided that initially I wouldn't work so 

the last tax return I filed was on the job I gave up upon moving 

here. English is not one of the national languages here so I 

planned on taking classes while our son was in school. We 

discovered that the pharmaceutical job I had previously held in 

the US was only open to university graduates here - I didn't 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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finish my degree. Still I had experience in finance and 

administration that didn't require a degree. So we made plans, 

we wanted at least one more child (ended up with two). Once the 

kids were all in school full-time we figured we had three options 

1 I return to finish my degree 2 I could get a job in 

finance/admin or 3 We could open our own business. We didn't 

calculate that all three of our children would have special needs 

that meant the 1st option was out. 

 

Life went on, we bought what was supposed to be our starter 

home. US taxes weren't a concern as I had no income, our sole 

source of income came from my husband’s employment. We 

were a normal middle working class family. When the world 

wide financial crisis hit we had no idea how it would harm our 

family. Not because we had investments or worry over job loss 

but due to the US passing FATCA. 

 

I started hearing from others that their banks were closing 

accounts or they were unable to access financial services - we 

put it down to the financial crisis, nobody knew the real reason 

was that banks were preparing for the enactment of FATCA. 

Our own bank switched our savings account and that of our 

young sons to a fee-based account without informing us. By the 

time we found out, our son had less money on his account than it 

had been started out with. Our savings account had been my 

husbands since he was a young child, when we married it 

automatically had become a joint account. When we questioned 

this, the bank just told us that they were making changes - no 

mention of FATCA. 

 

The first time I actually heard of FATCA was when our home 

was damaged in a severe storm and we needed a loan for repairs. 

My husband called and was told "no problem" until we went in 

to sign the paperwork. That loan was no longer available by the 

way while I was there I needed to fill out this form. I was also 

informed that the credit card I had in my name was being 

cancelled (it had a small credit limit, meant for me to establish a 

credit history here, the longest balance was no more than a 

month). The full impact hadn't hit until I received a letter from 

the bank informing of the information they were sending 

concerning our accounts - total deposits (my non-citizen spouse 

pay), withdrawals etc This was all information being sent to the 

IRS. 

 

That's when I started researching exactly what was FATCA but 

it was too late when the full ramifications started to hit home. 

Our 2nd option was out as nobody was going to hire me in the 

financial sector and our 3rd option was no longer an option as 

we were unable to secure the necessary financing as long as I 

was a US citizen. What had started out as a rosy future quickly 
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became FATCA hell. I looked into our options 1. move to the 

US 2. Renounce my US citizenship. Well my husband didn't 

meet the requirements to emigrate to the US and I was still under 

a residency permit. So when able I started the citizenship process 

here - all the while hoping for a fix by the US I wasn't ready to 

cut my ties to the US. 

 

By the time I received my citizenship here the renunciation fee 

had gone from free, to 400 usd to 2350 usd. We couldn't afford it 

- three young special needs children, having to do spot repairs as 

we were able and no job prospects for me; it might as well as 

been a million. Plus our children were all accidental Americans 

unable to renounce until they were 18 and had the money to do 

so. 

 

I may have once cherished my US heritage and loved my 

homeland but my former homeland showed nothing but 

contempt and hatred not only towards me but my innocent 

family. I still hope change will happen but knowing what I do 

now feel that the US is intent on punishing anyone that leaves its 

shores. 

 

[When I renounced], I had two appointments. The first one was 

spent having my US citizenship questioned despite having all 

the documents (had to get a copy of my immigration record for 

2nd appointment as further proof). It was hard enough 

emotionally - hurt, anger, frustration and deep sadness but when 

the person doing the interview questions your citizenship and 

what I perceived to be veiled threats concerning the 

consequences of renouncing. When asked why I would renounce 

I was honest that FATCA was harming my family - despite 

reaching out to the US government (Departments of State & 

Treasury as well as elected officials) the situation was such that I 

was left with no other options. I just felt sick and angry. 

 

The second appointment didn't start out any better, I had a copy 

of my immigration record to here in addition to the original 

paperwork. Still had my US citizenship questioned, I told them 

that if my status is such that they don't view me as a US citizen 

to draw up a document stating that I wasn't one so I could be free 

to live my life as a normal citizen of my adopted country. I was 

made to wait over an hour before a person came out to confirm 

that I was a US citizen, that they were processing my paperwork, 

did the payment (at the time was so angry and feeling sick that I 

didn't notice they charged us 2350 euros instead of dollars - so 

overcharged) shortly afterwards sitting in my wheelchair in a 

room full of people (waiting for their various appointments) I 

formally renounced. 
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It's been over a year but to this day when I talk about what led to 

my renouncing and what I went through I find myself running 

the gambit of emotions - my doctor compared it to PTSD. 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see all Americans living abroad exempt from US 

taxation. I do not have a problem filing 'informational' forms. 

The only complaint I have about FBAR is that they do not keep 

records from the previous year. To make it easier to be 

compliant, it would be nice to be given a list of accounts with 

the ability to enter the highest balance as an update rather than 

filling in the forms from scratch every year. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I would like to see an easier tax form for Americans overseas so 

it can be done by myself rather than requiring to hire an expert. I 

would also like to allow the true unintended Americans, my 

children, to more easily fulfill their tax obligations without the 

additional financial burden. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I believe the FATCA requirement is unfair given that my spouse 

is not a US citizen. I would like to be able to report only my own 

income. Furthermore, I often transfer money between accounts 

and this over-inflates my actual amount in that it is often 

reported twice, first in one account, and then in the other. If US 

citizens do not have to report their bank account amounts then 

we should not have to. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see these policies repealed and the US to treat its 

citizens abroad according to international norms. Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I would like the US to be like other countries:  if you reside 

elsewhere and have no US income, you should not have to file. 

This residency-based taxation would allow FATCA to continue 

and apply only to US residents (which should have been the aim 

of this law). I may not like this, but I understand it and accept it. 

Other countries also now, with Common Reporting Standards, 

like to know what foreign accounts one has.  

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Taxation should be based on residency only, not on citizenship. 

It should be more consistent with how European countries tax 

individuals based on residency. American citizens resident in 

other countries should not be discriminated against in terms of 

their banking, investment and employment opportunities 

because FATCA or extraterritorial taxation made the cost of 

having American clients, investors, or employees in these 

organizations too burdensome - which is definitely happening. 

Resident of: Belgium 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

BRAZIL 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York As an American citizen, and dual national living abroad, it is 

virtually impossible for me to comply with the law, and to 

contribute to the financial well-being of my family. We are 

entirely dependent on my spouse’s Non-Resident Alien income, 

and banking privileges. the cost of compliance accounting; and 

the liability of fines, practically outstrip our prospective 

earnings. In our case it is simply not worth the risk of my 

participation in the local economy. Furthermore, it is my 

experience that these ill thought out policies actually encourage 

foreign employers, and financial institutions to discriminate, and 

withhold financial opportunity from American citizens and their 

partners. This is entirely devastating to the most vulnerable of us 

lower income expatriates and our families - those of us who 

were never the target of these punitive policies in the first place. 

Resident of: Brazil 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want to have the same rights as every American and some 

immigrants in the US: 

 

1)  to open a bank account in US while living overseas, 

2) to have a credit history in US while living overseas, 

3) to have a credit card in US while living overseas, 

4) to have regular investments in US in a broker house while 

living overseas, 

5) to contribute and to pay for social security while living 

abroad, 

 

or don't ask me to pay US taxes and have no rights or less than 

any other American or illegal immigrant. 

Resident of: Brazil 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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BULGARIA 
Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
I have no plans/no income to pay taxes in the US. 

Resident of: Bulgaria 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
I'm left confused and worried about how to comply with US tax 

law. As my income is currently still under the filing threshold I 

don't have to worry much but I am trying to gather information 

for when my income changes. It seems very challenging to get 

all the correct papers and taxforms. I am considering renouncing 

my citizenship because of that. Since my vocabulary in English 

doesn't cover financial terminology I know I'll have to invest 

more time than an average American. 

 

In 2015 I first found out about the cooperation of European 

banks and American authorities. I was annoyed and angry that I 

couldn't go through with my usual banking procedures. I also 

was left confused as to why they would need the information 

and all together avoided complying to US requests. 

 

As a child I felt "American" but later realized that I only felt 

"different" from the people in the country I now lived in, not 

necessarily American. 

I have had to justify American politics in front of peers 

("Americans are fat/stupid/vote for Bush and trump/have dumb 

gun laws....") all though I personally do not agree with any 

aspects of American politics. 

I can't imagine ever living in a country that questions the need of 

solidarity with sick and disabled, homeless or other by having a 

health care system or social security system. 

I do have family in the US and sporadically see them, yet I 

dislike the amount of consumerism that seems to be part of US 

culture. 

The US passport doesn't mean anything to me, although some 

people find it to be an achievement to have it and I was jokingly 

asked to marry for the greencard. I could happily live without it. 

Resident of: Bulgaria 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
I called in Aug. 2019 in order to collect information about the 

necessity to file taxes. 

 

I think the lady I was talking to didn't understand that as an 

accidental american I literally had no clue about anything and I 

needed an in-depth explanation about taxes in general. She did 

help me though.  

 

Before that I tried to get in touch with the US embassy. They 

told me that they couldn't provide any help at all. 

Resident of: Bulgaria 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

CANADA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Vermont It's stressful, I don't work, my wife doesn't want anything to do 

with American taxes. It's too complex and they want to force her 

into getting an ITIN to file her records with the US. She makes 

under 70k a year gross. We don't have investments, we're not 

rich just two people living day to day, and this taxation causes so 

much stress about what I need to file and when I can renounce 

my American citizenship to get out from underneath America's 

overreaching arm. I'm not sending money back to the States, and 

at this rate I'm never coming back to the US because of taxes, 

yet they feel they need a share? Nothing I do involves the US 

anymore, no benefits, nothing, it's criminal in my opinion to tax 

me. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California We can't afford to renounce. It's not just the initial amount. It's 

also accountant's fees. In Canada, Moody's will help you 

renounce for 15,000 minimum. I am afraid of my bank. I am 

afraid of my (husband's) investment advisor. I am just afraid. I 

have written governments for the past 10 years. I signed on to a 

human rights complaint at the UN. I tweet Democrats and 

Replications Abroad organizations. I write write write. In 

Canada, our government doesn't care. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California --Every year I pay significant fees to have my US return 

prepared. 

--I have been denied certain positions on boards in the past 10 

years because I would be required to record the organization's 

assets on an FBAR. 

--I do not invest in certain types of investments because of US 

tax implications, including Canadian tax-free savings accounts 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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that are designed to lower tax burden and investments that would 

help me plan better from my upcoming retirement. 

--I will have to pay capital gains tax to the US when my 

Canadian spouse and I sell our home in Canada, even though it 

is my principal residence and by the laws of my province, I am 

not subject to capital gains tax. 

--Approximately 10 years ago I had to pay capital gains tax in 

both Canada and the US on my share of a house inherited from 

my US parent, thus being taxed twice on the same money. 

--I experience significant stress over having to file US returns 

and FBARs and over my lack of ability to financially plan for 

my future because of uncertainty over US tax implications. 

--Having to file US returns and FBARs has a significant 

negative impact on my everyday life and day-to-day financial 

tasks. 

--I am not able to open a Canadian tax-free savings account 

because I am a US citizen. 

--I have had to turn down signatory positions for several non-

profit associations because I am a US citizen. 

--Canadian banks share my information with the US government 

in contravention of Canadian privacy laws. 

--I experience stress over these issues and my day-to-day 

financial business because of my US status. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado About two years ago, I was contacted by my bank in Canada 

because I was born in the US, asking me to send information 

that I did not have (national security number and other such 

information) so that they could forward my bank information to 

the US. 

 

I have a bank account in France with a savings account that I 

cannot use to transfer money to my Canadian account for fear of 

being doubly taxed. 

 

This is stressful and means I am still reliant on my parents to 

send me money, even though I live abroad. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland [I feel] complete bewilderment with regards to the complex 

forms and the horrific penalties for a simple oversight. Plus no 

local help available where I reside. 

 

The stress involved, the time spent, and all with no taxes owed is 

beyond bearable. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Each year it is very stressful to try and figure out my US taxes. 

Especially since they changed the forms. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I can’t afford a professional to do them for me and I haven’t 

found one who truly knows how to do it. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Every aspect of this entire thing causes stress, anxiety, rage and 

frustration. It is so wrong that I have to give my banking 

information to a foreign government. So wrong. It is so wrong 

that the Canadian government capitulated to the US demands to 

enforce these stupid rules on their behalf. It is so wrong that I 

can’t be on my kid’s bank accounts because of our citizenship. It 

is so wrong that I can’t be a treasurer for my kid’s softball teams 

because of my stupid citizenship burden. It’s so wrong that I 

have to dance around banking questions to try to avoid negative 

implications for my kids down the road. I’m bitter and angry 

about all of it. It has real impacts on my daily life. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado First of all, let me say that my gross income in 2019 was 

CAD38,000, which is less than USD29,000. Despite my low 

income, and the fact that I pay a higher tax rate as a Canadian 

citizen, I am required to file tax returns in the US every year. 

This is a significant stressor, and an investment in either my time 

(and fear that I haven't completed my taxes correctly) or 

investing from my limited income (using a tax accountant for 

this STARTS at CAD1100/USD827) every year, regardless of 

my income! 

 

In 2018 and 2019, I completed my own tax returns based on my 

accountant-prepared returns of previous years, because I have 

semi-retired and am financially unable to pay for accountancy 

services. I would estimate that I spent at least 40 hours of my 

own time, searching for current information for expatriates on 

the IRS website, researching tax treaties, investigating health 

care reporting requirements, preparing flow charts so I could 

understand why I was doing what I was doing, and actually 

completing the numerous supplemental forms. I should also say 

that changing the 1040 form every year, along with the various 

schedules, is terrible to figure out! It is chaotic, and I cannot rely 

on my previous year returns to guide me.  

 

The FBAR annual requirement places additional stress upon me, 

and requires a lot of my time every year, thus causing additional 

stress above and beyond the requirement of filing a tax return.  

 

I think about this constantly throughout the year, with a sense of 

dread. I never knew the USA would hold on to me like this when 

I immigrated to Canada.  

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I suffer from chronic depression and anxiety, and have a chronic 

health condition. The weight of knowing that this messy, 

expensive, stressful time will come every year significantly adds 

to my illness. Tracking US citizens who are low income, and 

forcing them to pay every year for tax filing expertise, is cruel 

and unusual. If nothing else, there should be an exemption for 

retired and semi-retired, low-income persons. 

 

I need my US Social Security payments for when I turn 67. I 

paid into that system for years and feel I deserve the reap the 

benefits of paying into this system. I am not willing to give that 

up. I would, however, be willing to give up my ability to vote in 

state and federal elections, if the United States would just leave 

my income alone, not require me to file US tax returns, and let 

me live out the rest of my life in a simple manner. Go after the 

rich people who can afford accountants to hide their income. 

Leave the "little fish" alone. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan Since becoming aware in 2011 that I had to file I have filed each 

year since. At recent seminars I found out I was not submitting 

everything correctly. I contracted with professionals to complete 

5 years of returns in compliance with the law. For 2020 I may 

have to have a professional complete my current tax return 

which is an expense which causes stress. Going forward I will 

find it stressful to comply given I have lived in Canada since I 

was 19 and have never earned income in the United States 

(outside of teenage baby sitting). 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Frankly I'm baffled by the entire process and what to do/expect. 

I came to Canada in 2018 as a student and now remain on a 

work permit. I didn't know anything about US tax obligations 

except that my earned foreign income up to $100k US would be 

exempt from taxation and that I still has to file taxes despite 

residing abroad. I still am not sure where of how to find an 

accountant, and as a student and now recent graduate during 

COVID, I simply have not had the financial resources to hire 

one even if I knew where to look. Ended up using my parents’ 

accountant but he's not an international tax expert, so I'm now 

stressed that I've done something incorrectly and that I might be 

penalized. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I am widowed in the last seven years, live on my retirement and 

government funds and I am an honest person, and this has 

caused me so much stress in my life in the last few years.  

 

Because I make so little. I have always been able to file my 

Canadian Taxes on my own. I should have a Tax Free Saving 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Account in Canada, but I won’t open one because the 

accountants charge over $400 to file the necessary ONE form to 

the IRS.  

 

I do not feel comfortable giving the United States all my legal 

banking and retirement account numbers. I feel so open for 

identity theft. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am particularly distressed at not being able to have a Canadian 

Tax Free Savings Account, at having to worry about acting as 

my Non-US husband's executor in the event of his death, at 

possibly having my house paid for with Canadian money subject 

to capital gains tax if I sell it later on, at not being able to 

renounce my citizenship at present because of Covid closure of 

the consulates/Embassy in Canada, at being terrorized by the US 

IRS and Treasury authorities. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I was surprised and dismayed when told of the increased cost of 

US tax preparation due to the recent inclusion of the PFIC 

reporting. I also was advised by my financial advisor to open a 

separate bank account to try to avoid paying extra when deposits 

are put back into my investments. This whole US tax reporting 

obligation causes me stress every year. It takes me hours to 

complete my FBAR.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Spanning several years, I have experienced multiple issues with 

banking services. I cannot open a tax-free savings account 

because it isn’t recognized by the US taxation treaty, denying 

me an opportunity to save. I have been refused access to my 

employer sponsored joint retirement plan and my employer had 

to exercise significant pressure to override that, which was 

stressful since I had just started a job. I have never owed tax in 

the US but accountants willing to handle returns are very 

expensive. I file my taxes myself but experience significant 

stress about making a mistake. I am very attached to my US 

citizenship and don’t want to renounce but every simple banking 

operation required filling out significant forms for FATCA 

compliance and certain operations or investment products are off 

limits to me. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have lived abroad since 1989. During the first years as an 

expatriate, I didn’t have to worry much about US tax obligations 

because my company paid $$$ for Ernst and Young to take care 

of everything. Since I became locally-/self-employed, I realized 

how complicated American tax-reporting requirements are, even 

for someone with a financial background like myself. I am 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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squarely middle class, and find the annual burden, financial and 

psychological, unjust and stressful. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I feel stuck between a rock and a hard place. I would be 

penalized for doing with my money what other Canadians freely 

can. It is stressful. I lose sleep over this. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada GILTI caused significant stress, and I ended up owing money in 

the US due to GILTI, in addition to the taxes I already pay in 

Canada. Cross-border tax professionals are REALLY expensive. 

I can't put money in TFSA for retirement in Canada because it 

would be taxed in the US. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I don’t want to worry about my children possibly being denied 

future employment due to being a US citizen.  

 

I worry about our bank or mortgage one day refusing services to 

US citizens. No matter what other country we may be citizen of, 

we are second class citizens, due to US tax reporting 

requirements. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
[I feel] extreme anxiety that I will do something wrong. Fear of 

any additional income sources because I don't know what the tax 

implications will be. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Filing FBAR every year, takes time, causes anxiety since I know 

the penalties for failing to file properly are severe. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I don't understand why no one seems to care that our rights are 

being trampled upon. Our governments refuse to see the 

problems, too scared of the "mighty" USA. It is very frustrating.  Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Given the way the US government treats nonresident Americans 

and poor working class Americans I am really beginning to feel 

that the United States is a failing Democracy. That it is no longer 

a beacon of fair and just government for the rest of the world to 

emulate. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The FBAR is an invasion of privacy and sovereignty of people 

living outside of the USA. Would any American living outside 

the US put up with another country demanding all of their 

personal financial information divulged and who knows how 

secure this info is once it is turned over? Just so much of this is 

wrong, wrong, wrong. I truly believe most of the monies outside 

the US are funds being hidden by people who actually live in the 

US. The millions of us who live outside the US for many 

reasons are just trying to live our lives and are not doing 

anything illegal but being treated like tax evaders.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Investments in my place of residence that pay limited tax-free 

dividends is impossible. 

 

Being a member in a corporation more than 20% is impossible. 

 

Any government refunds and or payments are too risky to 

accept. 

 

I am aware that I am merely chattel, that as long as I produce 

anything of value I am demanded to hand over something to that 

foreign country (US).  

 

Eritrea and the US and possibly North Korea same kind of 

places just different names. 

 

I warn anyone and everyone do not obtain US immigration 

status. Do not allow any US person(s) entry in any company, 

corporation or bank account. 

 

Do not invite any US association there will be problems. There 

are 190+ other countries most of which reward business and 

immigration. Therefore stay away from the mad house USA. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Just the most upsetting and frustrating thing ever. 

A feeling of utter powerlessness to do anything. 

 

When I learned about all the economic freedoms I'm deprived 

of, it made me feel a deep hatred of the IRS, to the point where I 

find myself sympathizing with the "Death to America" 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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protestors shown on the news from various parts of the world. It 

is an unimaginably oppressive system TO ITS OWN 

CITIZENS, imagine how bad it could be for non-citizens. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is maddening to try to explain our situation to friends, family, 

politicians, and professionals in either the US or Canada. It takes 

a while for the concept to sink in....that we are expected to 

comply to the tax laws of two countries. First they think I am 

nuts, or I have got something wrong. It exposes how 

dysfunctional, greedy, and callous the US and its government 

can be towards its own people. It makes me feel the government 

is suspicious, possessive, clueless and jealous. Complex, costly, 

confusing. Uncle Sam keeps trying to shake me down. It's like 

you vacate an apartment, but the landlord finds you and keeps 

asking for the rent.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Born outside and never lived in US Prior to dealing with the nonresident tax system, I was proud to 

be from an American family, even though I’ve never lived there 

and wasn’t born there. I suppose mostly I feel betrayed. I 

certainly don’t feel like I have an elected representative, so I 

didn’t even know who to take my concerns to. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
U.S. citizen who has never lived in 

U.S.  
I used to be proud, as my mother was a proud American - that 

feeling is long gone. Now I am just frustrated, and feel abused 

and ignored.  Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My wife and I moved to Toronto, Canada in 2014 from the US. 

We are both US citizens and my wife is also a Canadian citizen. 

We have two children; a 7 yr old and 2 yr old who are also US 

citizens.  

 

Since we moved to Canada, we are paying almost 6k a year in 

accountants fees, because (a) it is hard to find an accountant who 

is competent in both jurisdictions (US and Canada) and (b) my 

wife also has a medical professional corporation that requires 

additional filings. My wife and I are working professionals and 

need the assistance of a tax professional.  

 

The above happens to us every year and every year we hear 

about more reporting requirements and taxes (e.g. GILTI). 

Moreover, since we still have investments in the US there are 

some securities that appear, due to the tax treaty with Canada, to 

generate tax in the US rather than to the CRA in Canada. As a 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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result, basically from April to October of every year, it is like we 

are consumed by tax issues. This causes stress, costs money, and 

feels unfair.  

 

I could go on and on but the number of mistakes the IRS has 

made, even mistakenly putting a withholding levy on my 

investment accounts back in 2015/2016, has just been nothing 

short in my opinion of harassment and badgering.  

 

I'm also concerned about my children. For example, in Canada 

families can open a RESP for their children; however, we can't 

because it would apparently be taxed heavily by the IRS. The 

same applies for mutual funds in Canada as well. I feel like this 

isn't an equal system of taxation; it's a more punitive tax system 

because my wife and I chose to raise our family in Toronto.  
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California The FBAR penalties for non-compliance are extreme. The mere 

threat of them caused incredible tensions in my marriage to my 

non-US citizen spouse. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan My parents are at the age where they are too old to travel. Due to 

this outrageous tax situation with the US it is not safe for me to 

enter the US on my non US passport because the US 

government considers me to be a criminal tax evader. I doubt if I 

will ever be able to see my parents again or attend their funerals. 

I have only had one US passport in my entire life. It expired over 

20 years ago. Even if the US was processing renunciation 

applications I don't know how to come up with the ridiculous 

amount of $2,350 USD.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Born outside and never lived in US My NRA spouse has urged me on many occasions to renounce 

my US citizenship because of the stress it has caused me, and as 

a result, on our relationship. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have given away or closed my personal investment accounts in 

Canada because they are so difficult to file in the US (designated 

PFICs). I do not avail myself of tax-advantages allowed under 

the Canadian system (TFSA) because of the complications of 

being a US citizen. Therefore, I am more poorly prepared for 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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retirement than my Canadian counterparts because I am a US 

citizen. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Restricts my investment opportunities. End up with worst tax 

situation of two countries. Ie, Canada has tax free tfsa account. 

IRS does not seem it tax free. So I don't use it.  

 

So much simpler for me to have residence-based taxation like all 

other countries.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa There are great retirement investment options available to 

regular Americans and Canadians, such as tax free savings 

accounts, Roth accounts, etc. I can’t take advantage of any of 

these as an American abroad because the tax treaties don’t cover 

them making the tax exposure in the opposite country so 

significant we’d lose the bulk of it. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Every year we have to engage a dual US-Canada certified CPA 

to complete our taxes. We feel it's just too risky to not to. It's 

also frustrating not to be able to make certain investments to 

help prepare for our retirement. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wyoming -Could not buy index funds due to punitive taxation. 

 

-Cannot open a Tax-Free Savings Account as a Canadian living 

in Canada. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have been unable to invest in some retirement options offered 

to Canadian citizens simply because it is too complicated to 

determine the US tax return. My financial advisor told me that 

the tax accountants are telling dual citizens (Canada and USA) 

not to invest in the Tax Free Savings Account (TFSA), as there 

is STILL no clear direction from the US on how this would be 

handled. I am eligible to put a significant amount of my 

retirement savings into the TFSA, but I cannot do this because of 

the tax filing requirement of the US. This is a burden to me, and 

means I have reduced passive income because of this. I resent 

this, and worry that I won't have enough income when I become 

elderly. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I cannot invest in local investment funds because the tax and 

reporting requirements are punitive. It is frustrating for me 

because I would like to become financially independent but am 

severely limited in my ability to do so because of the US. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I am unable to invest in one of the most commonly used 

requirement vehicles in Canada, the TFSA, because of the tax 

burden and reporting requirement. This is ongoing and has 

completely prevented me from saving for retirement this year 

(2020) as I can no longer contribute to my US IRAs. I am 

incredibly frustrated by this because this account would make it 

significantly easier for me to save for retirement or a home, and 

being unable to use one puts me at a significant financial 

disadvantage to non-US citizens in Canada. 

 

I am not able to save for educational costs of any children I may 

have because these accounts (RESPs) are treated as foreign 

trusts and taxed all the same. Again, I am incredibly frustrated as 

this puts me and my SO at a significant financial disadvantage. 

 

We will always file married filing separately in the US because 

we do not want him to enter the US tax system. This puts us at a 

disadvantage later in life because we will miss out on credits and 

allowances. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon In Canada, I cannot have a tax-free saving account because it is 

not recognized by the US Treasury/ IRS. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Ongoing today -- as a citizen and resident of Canada, I have the 

opportunity to make investments that would be very beneficial 

to me from a Canadian tax standpoint. Investing in a Tax Free 

Savings Account (introduced in Canada in 2009) would benefit 

my financial planning for the future. But my understanding is 

that the US would treat such an account as a "Foreign Trust" and 

demand extra forms be filled out each year on my US tax return. 

AND consider any investment earnings (interest, dividends, 

capital gains) to be taxable income in the US, negating the tax 

free nature of such an account. 

 

In addition, I am not able to invest in Canadian mutual funds, 

Canadian ETFs, or Canadian REITs because of the additional 

tax forms that would be required by the IRS. These investments 

are considered "Passive Foreign Investment Companies" or 

PFICs and attract a fiendishly complex form, the 8621, to be 

reported properly. Mistaking the correct election the first year 

you buy them, and boom! punitive taxes at the highest personal 

rates become due. 

 

So my choices in Canada for investments are severely limited. I 

can basically have a savings account, buy term deposits, or pick 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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individual stocks and bonds and assume the risks of holding 

those. I am not an individual stock investor and never will 

be...too much risk for me to sleep well at night. 

 

This has caused me substantial worry and anxiety as I am forced 

to invest my excess income in vehicles that yield next to nothing 

in today's low interest rate environment. As a US citizen in 

Canada, my freedom to invest wisely for my future is severely 

restricted by the citizenship-based taxation regime of the United 

States. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Cannot have a TFSA (tax free savings account) in Canada as this 

account is taxable in the US per the IRS. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I left the US in 1997 and the time and filing requirements have 

slowly increased over the years. It became worse when I began 

to have larger assets (real estate), had an inheritance and was 

married. Each step had the added complication of considering 

how it would affect my US and Canadian tax filing requirements 

and reporting. I now have to do reporting returns for two 

countries. When I moved from France to Canada, I had to 

complete four tax returns the first year: France, US, Canada and 

Quebec.  

 

I cannot invest in certain tax deferred accounts in Canada due to 

the onerous filing requirements I would have to follow for the 

US. 

 

My US mutual funds are locked in that I cannot make new 

investments or even change the investment mix, since I do not 

have a US address. There is one IRA account in particular that 

had very poor returns. The investment company told me that my 

only choice was to cash it out and pay the early withdrawal 

penalties. I could not even transfer the funds to another mutual 

fund within the same company. As a result, the account lost 70% 

of its value and is still performing poorly.  

 

This has impacted my overall retirement planning and quite 

possibly my overall returns. 

 

All this has created an ongoing level of stress and irritation. I am 

fairly knowledgeable about taxes and have a good financial 

consultant to help me with complex matters. I just live with 

restrictions and have to do a lot research anytime I make any 

financial decision. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I opened a TFSA (equivalent to US Roth IRA) only to be 

charged heavy fee by my accountant. It requires more forms to 

be filed and more interaction with the IRS. My accountant 

strongly advised me to close it. I felt bitter and angry that I could 

not use a very common retirement product in Canada. It seems 

the US is callous, possessive, suspicious, and jealous of its 

citizens abroad. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am unable to use the same financial tools (Tax free savings 

accounts, educational savings plans, etc.) as other Canadians 

because of my dual citizenship. Similarly, as an entrepreneur 

with a startup, I have been warned that my dual citizenship 

means that I will never be able to compete on an equal footing 

with my fellow Canadians because of my dual citizenship, which 

will mean that once the company starts earning money, I will 

face additional barriers and costs related to my second 

(American) citizenship. 

 

If I were to sell my house, I would face tax implications that 

other Canadians don't face because the U.S. taxes capital gains 

even on one's residence (but allows mortgage payments to be 

written off, which Canadians cannot do).  

 

At every turn, I face higher costs than my fellows just because of 

a citizenship to a country I haven't lived, worked, or had any 

business with since 1989.  

 

Finally, my Canadian boyfriend says marriage is off the table 

because as the spouse of an American, the U.S. would then start 

to stick its nose into his affairs. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Unable to have money in TFSA (had to close accounts). 

 

Very difficult to navigate or know if can be added to an account 

to assist elderly parents. 

 

Difficult to know how to invest. Very complex and stressful.  

 

Cannot contemplate starting a business. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I am Canadian citizen as well as American I have been in 

Canada for 45 yrs and retired. I could not participate in the 

TFSA because of US tax penalties. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I do not participate in many financial/retirement options that I 

my fellow Canadian citizens have full access to. It is causing 

terrible stress on my life and relationship. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Given the complex PFIC rules, I am unable to invest in any 

Canadian structured investments like mutual funds and ETFs. It 

is very hard to find good investment advice for non 

Canadian/US products here in Canada. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California An ongoing issue is that i am advised not to hold any Canadian 

mutual funds or ETFs outside of my Canadian retirement 

account, which forces me to convert cash from CAD to USD to 

invest in ETFs, which is quite expensive. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I cannot take advantage of the education savings accounts and 

government grant programs to save for my 3 kids education. It is 

considered a foreign trust and has very complex US filing, I can't 

do. The cost to have an accountant do it would wipe out all the 

education savings. Additionally, the US would tax the grants the 

Canadian government gives the kids, which seems outrageous as 

that is funded with Canadian taxpayer $.  

 

 And, I can't take advantage of saving for retirement because in 

the US the brokerage companies close you accounts if you don't 

live in the US, and TFSA (equivalent to ROTHs) are taxed by 

the US.  

 

When I retire, I will be subject to WEP, despite having low SS 

payments and low CPP payments because I didn't spend long 

enough in either country to max it out.  

 

All because I agreed to move to Canada to further the interests 

of a US Fortune 500 company in Canada. Due to my 

contribution, they have a nice business in Canada, while I get 

penalized for the rest of my life, and my children get penalized 

in the form of less education savings.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I am unable to participate in one of the most lucrative tax-saving 

investments available in Canada, the TFSA, because no one with 

actual authority has published convincing proof that they are not, 

in fact, considered trusts by the IRS. I cannot take that risk and 

lost the equivalent of thousands of dollars in interest in growth 

in the 10+ years I would have contributed to such funds. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am effectively denied common savings/investment vehicles in 

Canada (TFSA, RESP). Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada PFIC's. Closing foreign taxable accounts and ongoing taxable 

accounts. 

 

PFIC are an unwelcome noose for those who have to file these 

forms. 

 

Having accounts for over 10 years and then closing them are 

financially painful due to compounding penalties imposed by 

PFIC rules.  

 

[I feel] raw disgust [and] righteous anger. Who would have 

known at the time (when funds are purchased) that one would be 

subject to public disclosures to specific government(s) and 

charged (penalized) for holding accounts outside USA. 

 

Because we are taxed worldwide, we should be able to hold 

taxable accounts worldwide without undue filing burdens and 

penalties. Since the burdens are real, those who live within USA 

without foreign accounts have no idea of PFIC's impact. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Before I became a US citizen, I owned a house in another 

country. Upon becoming a US citizen I am now required to pay 

capital gains to the IRS on that house if I sell it. This is unfair. 

The tax requirements of the United States are very regressive 

especially in light of the fact that they reduced my Social 

Security because I receive a pension from another country. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Vermont I could not find a tax preparer in time to complete my documents 

in time that had knowledge of dealing with Canada/USA tax 

issues so I had to file everything on my own. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Idaho When we moved to Canada and sold our house in the US, the tax 

professional that we found was not able to complete the US 

taxes without my assistance! It was a frustrating experience. 

This professional advertised that they prepare US taxes. I file 

our US taxes. It is a real hassle having to file taxes even when 

we have not had any financial dealings with the US during the 

calendar year. It's just extra work with no benefit! 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I and my late husband have lived in Canada since 1965 and have 

filed tax returns with the IRS each year since we came here. As 

permanent Canadian residents, our USD taxable income has 

never been more than that which is covered by being permanent 

residents or, on IRS Form 1116 after retirement. No one seems 

to care that this is an unfair and unnecessary ordeal. Some 

simple policy or tax law changes should be made to give relief to 

low-income persons living in other countries. 

 

I am elderly with only unearned income well below making me 

a "covered" renunciant. I am FBAR, IRS Tax return and Form 

8938 compliant and have been as necessary in past years. It is 

becoming difficult to keep up with the current year's changes 

and forms, and to simply to make all the currency conversions 

and calculations. It is an ordeal that is unnecessary and serves no 

real purpose to the IRS or to the State Department and seems to 

get more onerous each year.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington For most of my life I have devoted a day a year to preparing m 

US tax return but haven't had to pay anything due to the tax 

treaty with Canada and Canada's higher tax rates. So this has 

been a waste of my time every year. 

 

Now I am being hounded by my bank in Canada regarding my 

US citizenship. It is apparent that the Canadian banking system 

is in collusion with the IRS to catch and prosecute US citizens 

who aren't filing US tax returns. I am very distressed that the 

long arm of the US tax man is extending into foreign countries. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Born outside and never lived in US  When I first hired a tax professional around 2012, he charged 

thousands to prepare my US return. He turned out to be 

incompetent and I was assessed $13000 in back taxes by the 

IRS. This devastated me emotionally. I’ve never lived in the US 

in my entire life. Slowly I pulled myself together and started to 

read all of the tax manuals and figured out mistakes the tax 

preparer made. I called the IRS and asked for time to figure out 

how to resubmit. I was able, on my own, to refile and get a $0 

reassessment. However I was still out the exorbitant fees 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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charged by the person who prepared the original tax returns. I 

now live a very narrow financial life because I file my own 

returns and do not want to deviate from what I believe is safe 

with the IRS. 

 

My biggest fear is the rules change regularly. What is safe for 

my business today might not be tomorrow. And now I’m afraid 

they can change rules retroactively so I owe tax on years prior to 

the current tax year. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am a retired business executive. I have been filing returns for 

many years. I understand the forms for both US and Canadian 

taxation. Filing IRS or FBAR forms hasn't been an issue for me 

and I spend about one day per year in completing my return & 

FBAR. I now use commercial software to complete the IRS 

forms and the on-line Dept of Treasury form for the FBAR. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I do a basic US income tax return every year. I am afraid I have 

done something wrong and will be audited. I am not an 

accountant! My Canadian taxes are done by accountant every 

year and am sure they are right. Really unnecessary stress for a 

permanent resident and Canadian citizen for a total of 45 years 

with no US income during that time. 

 

I have not indicated all my correct balances for FATCA and 

afraid I will be checked. My mother is 93yrs old and lives in 

USA so I must go to visit her often. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Every year, I must spend a minimum of 15-20 hours reading the 

ENTIRE tax instructions for both the US and Canada, compiling 

my personal data, and inputting it into at least 2 and sometimes 3 

different programs. I own property outside the US with a 

mortgage, and have never done anything with the potential 

exchange-rate issue. I'm hoping I can skip over it entirely 

because it's far too ridiculous and complicated for someone with 

an actual JOB to have to understand. I am unable to day-trade as 

I did for years in the US, because I have to have all my 

investments held by a professional licenced in both countries. 

(Oh, and he charges a fortune, despite the fact that I could do 

this all myself if the law permitted.)  

 

Americans living outside the US are punished every single day 

for having the gall to spread our wings. I find myself hating the 

US government that creates and maintains these rules, but 

despising my Canadian government for denying itself the 

sovereign right to look the other way.  

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Oh! And then there's the wonderful WEP, which will mean I will 

be denied monies I am rightfully entitled to for (very hard) work 

that was already completed before I left the US. Canada's 

equivalent of SSI is pathetic; if it were equivalent, I would have 

no issue with WEP. Only the stupidest individual on the planet 

would believe WEP is fair for anyone living in a country without 

a far superior SSI equivalent - and that doesn't exist. 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I'm angry because every year I have to file and pay $1000 to a 

professional tax firm specializing in Canada/US taxation to file 

my taxes. Every year I'm stressed out because of this and yet I 

never owe the US taxes! It's costing me money !!! I never get 

any benefits from this either !!! 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I moved to Canada in 2010 after getting married to a Canadian at 

39yo. I was able to file my own US taxes my entire life. My 

husband has always done his own returns in Canada. However, 

the additional documentation requirements for the cross-border 

reporting are so involved we were afraid we’d miss something 

and make honest mistakes that come with stiff penalties. As a 

result, I pay nearly $1000 and rising a year to a Liberty Tax 

preparer to do both our returns. When he retires next year, our 

only option in the city where we live would be a CPA, which 

would cost us $2,000+ a year and rising. All this expense for a 

$0 US return on an income that’s less than $25,000 CAD a year 

and no savings on my part. Even if I didn’t work at all, which we 

aren’t wealthy enough to afford, this is what it would cost us to 

file because of my $0 US return. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Washington 
I have paid for accountants to do my taxes, mistakes were made 

by them and I had to re do my streamline and taxes to include 

some of the missed forms. Great amounts of time, stress and 

worry. I still worry that they were done right.  

 

One has to really try and educate themselves, as accountants and 

lawyers rarely fix or stand behind their mistakes. Had to find a 

new accountant. (very hard to do) had to trust to do it on line. 

(not in person)  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin We cannot plan for our financial future the way we’d like, as we 

always have to consider the US tax implications of every 

financial move we make.  

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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We can’t benefit from tax free savings accounts for our kids so 

that we may save for their post-secondary education, as the US 

has its fingers in that pie.  

 

We have to pay crazy fees to a questionably competent 

accountant every year (she knows more than we do) to prove to 

the US that we don’t owe them any money.  

 

The list goes on.  

 

It causes me stress, anxiety, and no small amount of rage every 

time I let myself think about how the extra territorial reach of the 

US impacts the choices I’m able to make for my future.  

 

We’re never going back. I would love nothing more than to say 

“f*** you” to the US and not file anything, but I live with the 

fear that doing so would bring some punitive and draconian 

enforcement regime down on my head. It fully feels like a 

damned if you do/damned if you don’t, scenario. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wyoming -Uncertainty driven by the sheer complexity of US tax policy for 

citizens abroad is an ongoing cause of perpetual stress and 

anxiety. 

 

-The $900 to $4,000+ tax preparation and filing fees I pay 

annually to specialized cross-border tax accountants in order to 

meet the onerous filing procedures, often with little or no taxes 

due, are punitive - especially in tough economic times like the 

present. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I do not and will not owe taxes to the US, but price quotes for an 

accountant or tax professional to complete my US taxes start at 

$500 (most are more). I am earning significantly less money in 

Canada than I was earning in the US and this fee represented a 

significant burden on my financial well-being. This was not the 

case last year as I lived in the US for most of 2019, but it will be 

a significant burden for 2020 taxes onwards. This is not only 

frustrating but also demeaning-- the tax code is so complicated 

and onerous that regular people are penalized financially for 

trying to follow the rules. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Until this year finding competent accountants was very difficult. 

Worse, they have in my experience often been late in completing 

my tax returns and when there is money owed we all know what 

happens then. Moreover, the fees charged for their services are 

usually more than $1000.00 plus. that is on top what I pay for 

services rendered in my current country of residence.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I am angry and tired of country that despite intense lobbying by 

a variety of nonresident American organizations refuses to 

change what is an abusive and unjust tax system. If things do not 

change soon I get rid of US citizenship. Enough is enough. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I live on a pension in my resident Canada, and I have no assets 

or liabilities in the United States. I have not lived in the United 

States for 45 years. It has cost me thousands of dollars to have 

accountant file my US taxes to confirm I owe zero dollars to the 

United States. I cannot open financial accounts at a financial 

institution in Canada because then I would need to file yet 

another form to the United States and would cost more dollars to 

the accountants. I have had three different accountants file for 

me and each one has done something different.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
In 2014, I was forced to rent a condo that was not selling due to 

a poor real estate market, I had to calculate and report the rental 

income for a few years, then hire an accountant to calculate 

possible capital gains when the condo was sold in 2018. I ended 

up owing no US tax but had a $800 CAD accountant fee to pay.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts We are not wealthy in the big picture, although we are 

comfortable. Every year we must pay a sophisticated tax 

accountant to wade through our business and personal details to 

provide a US tax return. We have never owed anything to the 

US, because our income is modest. 

 

At some point we will have to sell buildings we have owned for 

many years, encountering huge US capital gains tax. The capital 

gains are the result of years passing, not clever investing. This 

seems unfair. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am now almost entirely retired and begin to feel greatly upset 

at having to pay thousands CAD per year to a tax preparer for 

fear of incurring penalties due to mistakes. 

 

I am unable to have a TFSA (Canadian tax-free savings account) 

as it would not be tax free in the view of the US. 

 

My husband is not happy about the idea that if I predeceased 

him, he would lose a lot of my bequest to the IRS. 

 

I am not at all happy that the US tries to lay claim to money and 

property earned entirely abroad in my 54 years as an expat. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It has been exceedingly difficult over the years in preparing US 

tax forms, causing me to absorb high accounting fees to assist 

me and financial stress. 

 

Even though my foreign income exemption normally excludes 

me from owing US taxes, there have been years where I have 

travelled in the US for business and unknowingly costing me a 

tax penalty for working xxxx days in a given year. This double 

taxation only applies to US taxes and no other country, totally 

unfair. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York 1) First submission of US tax return from outside US was a 

disaster. I knew I had to file taxes but did not understand the 

complexity and tried to do it myself. It resulted in a tax bill for 

thousands of dollars, for which I needed the help of a lawyer to 

resolve. This was in 2002. It left me feeling stupid, confused, 

and angry.  

 

2) My tax preparer did not submit my taxes correctly, leading to 

a bill from the IRS for $28k. I switched to a professional who 

was more expensive but had more US experience. I owed zero in 

taxes. This was approximately 2007, left me feeling angry and 

resentful.  

 

3) After FATCA was passed, I initially needed to enter an IRS 

amnesty program for tax cheats. I needed to provide two years of 

banking documentation. The process to comply took many 

hours, meetings, and fees. I was left stressed and exhausted.  

 

4) I opened a TFSA, Canada’s equivalent of a Roth IRA in 2012. 

My tax accountant convinced me to close it, as it required more 

forms to be filed with the IRS, plus additional accountant fees. 

Thanks to US tax law, it is not feasible to open account that is 

normal and available for non-US Canadians to open.  

5) In 2013, my accountant made a simple mistake on my US 

forms. She corrected it, but the process took months and 

involved several letters and threats to the IRS. 

 

6) In 2015 SCOTUS recognized same sex marriage. As such, I 

dutifully started to include my husband on my 1040. The IRS 

had not updated its procedures to recognize my 11-year-old 

marriage and tried to charge me tax of over $1500. It took 13 

months to resolve in my favour. Countless letters and threats of 

penalties from the IRS.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I file my FBAR, US tax return and the recent requirement to 

report each and every deposit to any of my investments. I feel 

that this is a needless obligation and almost feel harassed 

because I live outside the US and penalized because I need to 

pay my US tax accountant to do this extra reporting. The fee, 

though I understand the amount of work involved, is almost 

prohibitive for a retired person like me with a modest income. I 

understand that the US is one of very few countries that requires 

citizens not living in the US to report and file US tax 

obligations. 

 

I feel that the US is looking for the “fat cats” among US citizens 

abroad who aren’t paying their fair share of US taxes. However, 

it is these people who can afford to pay tax accountants and 

lawyers to hide their money in various ways to avoid paying 

taxes. The people who are filing US tax returns every year and 

complying with US tax laws are the taxpayers with modest 

incomes who cannot afford or will not compromise their honesty 

to pay the tax accountants and lawyers who know how to help 

avoid paying US taxes. This is unacceptable. 

 

Also, I wonder if the IRS realizes that taxpayers like me are a 

financial burden on the IRS. I file each year, and someone has to 

look at my return, even if it is just to feed it into some electronic 

device to be screened. Whoever does this has to be paid. I do not 

pay any US taxes as my Canadian tax obligation is greater than 

my US tax obligation. So, I am not contributing to the economy 

of the US in any way but still have to file my tax return which 

requires the IRS to pay someone to deal with my tax return. This 

doesn’t make sense to me. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado Because of basic investments in Canada, I am obliged to hire tax 

preparers for something that I do myself for Canadian tax filing. 

It's expensive and complicated. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I file taxes each year at great expense despite not owing any US 

taxes or receiving any benefit from being a US citizen abroad. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida We have to pay $4000 per year to file. This year we are both out 

of work due to COVID, so that wipes out 2 months of our 

Emergency Benefits that should be going to support our living 

expenses during this difficult time.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I have to use an accountant to prepare my US tax returns 

because of the complexity of the tax code. I have been using an 

accountant for almost 10 years because of this. 

 

I cannot invest in Canadian RESPs and TFSAs due to US tax 

implications and I am concerned about the tax implications of 

passing property and assets to my children. 

 

I would characterize this as low-level stress that is often present, 

especially when discussing financial matters with my family. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
Do not file but had to arrange finances to cause the least harm in 

case I am forced to file. 

 

Although I do not file, I still experience the threat of potential 

taxation. My financial institutions are not aware that the US 

considers me a US citizen. I was never informed that US 

citizenship laws changed and my assumption of loss of 

citizenship was incorrect. I fear what will happen if and when I 

am forced to show a birth certificate.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I do not file since it would be too complex and costly for my 

situation. I am retired, I don't have the money to pay more taxes 

to another country. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Michigan 
I have not filed US taxes out of fear. 

 

I have avoided voting or doing anything to remind the US I 

exist. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan I will never file any US tax returns. It is long past time for the 

US to start treating their expats with the same respect that every 

other country in the world (except for Eritrea) treats their expats. 

The US has no right to tax the non US source income of anyone 

that is not a US resident. Enforcing FBAR and FATCA is 

enforcing US law outside of the US. That is absolutely 

unacceptable. The US would never tolerate Canada or any other 

country demanding that their laws be enforced in the US against 

those that are US citizens.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Wisconsin It all comes down to, I don't file US Taxes. But my bank is 

sending my information to the IRS via the CRA. 

 

I only comply with tax filing requirements in Canada. 

 

For years I have been wanting to invest in the Stock Market. I 

finally met with my bank to get that setup. In the process I 

replied yes one of my citizenships is the USA. (I hold dual 

citizenship in Canada and I have been in Canada as a landed 

immigrant since age 10.) Immediately a W-something form was 

slid in front of me.  

 

Before I learned that I am supposed to be filing taxes with the 

US, I thought I was being a responsible patriotic citizen. At age 

18 I both got my social security number and myself signed up 

for a draft if there ever was one.  

 

Back to my trading stocks, some months later I had another 

meeting at the bank where the manager learned I was not filing 

US taxes and she got all serious about me being a tax evader. 

Given that my banking records were now being shared with the 

IRS, I wanted no part of sharing my stock trading records and I 

closed the trading account. The stress that I mention is due to 

scaremongering pressure for me to file US taxes and all involved 

with that. 

 

I also add that I immigrated to Canada with my family back in 

'70. My youngest brother was only months old - a true 

Accidental American. Me, I had ten years there - plenty of time 

to build up some pride and memories. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
I refuse to file. No negative effects. 

 

Willfully non-compliant and not the least bit worried about. Will 

renounce if I can make the US government pay for it, otherwise 

not worth spending my own money. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I do not have a SSN and do not file US tax returns. I have felt 

personal stress over FATCA and within my marriage ex. 2011 to 

2016-17 (intermittently). That has mostly resolved now. 

 

When I first found out about FATCA and US citizenship 

taxation in 2011, it caused great stress over what to do about it. I 

had never acted as a US citizen in my life and had to decide 

whether to start filing, renounce etc. These feelings reached a 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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peak in 2013-2015. I never did file or renounce. Nothing (so far) 

has happened to me (no known bank FATCA reporting etc.). I 

decided that I will never file and almost certainly will never 

renounce. For me it has been better to do nothing.  
 

Comment   
Former resident of: North Carolina I was born in the U.S. to two American parents with a 400-year-

long American genealogy. We left the U.S. in 1960 when my 

father was offered a position in Canada that he simply couldn't 

refuse. I recall, as a child, my mother dealing with the annual 

Canadian and U.S. tax filings but when I began earning an 

income it never occurred to any of us that I should file U.S. tax 

returns. We had become Canadian citizens by that point, my 

parents also having ceased filing U.S. tax returns. 

 

(I need to note here, that our family's decision to become 

Canadian was largely due to the removal, in 1973, of the 

"renunciation" clause in the Canadian citizenship oath. "Being" 

American was, like one's genes, an integral part of who we were, 

transcending mundane matters of politics and finance.) 

 

After I married, my husband and I earned and saved, investing in 

a variety of financial instruments available to any Canadian. We 

had been retired for several years by 2011 when we heard about 

FATCA, CBT, and FBAR. Learning of their applicability to all 

"Americans" right down to the "discovery" of a banking client's 

U.S. birthplace was like someone had run over us with a semi-

trailer. We were terrified. Neither of us having pensions we live 

entirely on the earnings from our investments which would be 

wiped out if we "came into compliance." So we immediately 

removed my name from most of our assets and began an 8-year 

wait until it would be safe for me to formally renounce my U.S. 

citizenship without being beggared in the process. For the next 

several years I lived like a 19th century housewife with hardly 

anything in my own name. 

 

When the U.S. government raised the renunciation fee to $2,350 

we said, "No way!" We decided we would NEVER initiate a 

"relationship" with the IRS, would begin putting our assets back 

into joint tenancy, would NEVER travel to the U.S. again (on 

this point I follow my own counsel rather than the voices of 

bloggers who say I have "no problem"), and would NEVER 

mention my relationship to the U.S. with anyone who didn't 

already know. All of these decisions, necessarily made because 

of U.S. extra-territorial interference in a country NOT THEIRS, 

have taken a dreadful toll on my life and my husband's. I am not 

over-stating it when I say that I have experienced a severe 

psychological trauma to the point of an actual change in aspects 

of my personality throughout the past nearly 10 years. 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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I am satisfied that we are safe here in Canada for the moment. 

My biggest concern now is what will happen to my estate. I am a 

senior citizen, my husband is 5 years older than I, and actuarial 

statistics tell me that I will probably die a widow. I have no 

children and do not wish to download the responsibility for my 

affairs onto a friend. That being the case, should something 

happen to my husband I will need to engage as executor the 

services of a professional who will, undoubtedly, be alerted to a 

possible "cross border" estate issue when they discover my U.S. 

place of birth. 

 

It angers me greatly that I am having to live my latter years with 

these concerns and fears. I desire the U.S. government to 

abandon its grip on its citizens who live elsewhere and (while 

retaining their "right of return") are no longer active participants 

in American society. I've been "elsewhere" for six decades! 

What does a person like me OWE monetarily to the United 

States? Not a red cent! If they're looking for cash they should 

look under their own seat cushions. There are smart people in 

the U.S. government who can think of ways to reword the tax 

code to reflect a residency-based policy in line with almost the 

entire rest of the globe. 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I now have very few bank accounts in my name. I only have no 

interest paying accounts, no investment accounts, no registered 

retired accounts of any sort. 

 

This is the way that I exist, I am less than my friends and 

neighbours. Why, because I am from that exceptional country. 

 

I feel, anger, resentment and embarrassed that I was spawned 

from that country (US). I am angry that the US calls itself The 

Exceptional Country.  

 

That place has the same idea of freedom as Eritrea and North 

Korea. That is their family of countries. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I cannot open a stock trading account with my bank because I 

am a US citizen. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine My French retirement savings account was frozen because of US 

citizenship. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada Unable to open an online savings account due to US Citizen 

status in 2020. An inconvenience that I would not desire to 

repeat. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The fact that FATCA requires my Canadian bank provide my 

private banking information to any government (including 

Canada’s) without any suspicion of wrongdoing and without due 

process is only made worse by the fact that according to the 

US’s own Government Accountability Office, the IRS can’t use 

it. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I am very concerned about the security of my personal financial 

information transmitted to the US government. There was a 

recent report by BuzzFeed that showed US Treasury officials 

have not observed best practices in information security and it's 

a matter of time until a major breach occurs. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I feel the terms for US citizens living abroad is unduly punitive 

and the level of surveillance is overbearing for individuals. 

 

I moved abroad for graduate studies under a student visa, then 

got a foreign work visa and now foreign permanent residency. 

As a lower-income person, I prepared my own tax returns the 

first number of years I lived abroad, but had no idea about 

FBAR or FATCA. I met with a cross-border tax accountant once 

I started earning more wages, and learned about both FBAR and 

FATCA. I paid high tax accounting fees to file past FBARs and 

come into compliance. I feel that the potential fines associated 

with FBAR are extreme, for people who are low-income and 

living abroad. I found out more about FATCA from my own 

research, and that the Canadian government shares my bank info 

with the IRS without my knowledge or permissions. This seems 

like an egregious break of confidentiality. I am still unclear 

about what happens within the FATCA and the numerous tax 

implications for what it would mean to live abroad while holding 

investments or property, or in retirement. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I am concerned that my Canadian bank, Royal Bank of Canada, 

is compelled by law to reveal that I am a US citizen.  Resident of: Canada  

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I'm very worried about the data security. I've noticed that my 

banks don't notify me (nor can they tell me when asked) what 

data is shared.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana It is just such a waste of time and invasion of privacy. I have 

signing authority on about 25 bank accounts which takes time to 

report. It also leaves those accounts somewhat vulnerable. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
When I found out that I was still considered a US citizen in 2014 

we immediately separated my husband's financial accounts from 

mine. I no longer have access to the bulk of our money.  Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My life changed ten years ago. 

 

I'm at a point in my life, where I am living on government 

pensions so I never have more than 10,000 at any time. I guess 

that is a blessing. However, I live in fear of what may happen if 

my husband dies first. 

 

My husband is Canadian. Everything we have is in his name. 

Our/his investment advisor only talks to him. He knows I have 

dual citizenship and it is if I am a criminal. 

 

My joint bank accounts were opened decades before FATCA, 

therefore the bank does not know I have dual citizenship. I can't 

make any changes or open a new acct as I will be asked, and risk 

being denied. 

 

As I am in Canada, I am not allowed to open any of the tax 

savings accts available to regular Canadians.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I am not on the title of our home or the mortgage loan because of 

US tax system ramifications related to an eventual sale and 

inflated rates on the mortgage loan. 

 

I am not on what should be our joint accounts to protect my 

husband's savings from before we even met. If he passes before 

me, the hassles will be innumerable because I'm not legally on 

anything. His will has my brother-in-law as my husband's heir so 

if he passes before I, my brother-in-law can handle things for me 

without US taxation involvement. It's demeaning to be in this 

position. I'm dependent on the integrity of those around me 

(which I'm fortunate enough to have made good choices in who 

those people are). I worry about fellow Americans who find 

themselves in abusive situations and how much more trapped 

they become. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut We are considering purchasing a house in the next few years and 

I will either be a limited owner or the home will be entirely in 

my partner's name to avoid US tax complications. This puts me 

at a financial and legal disadvantage. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have been an expat for 50 years in Canada. I commenced filing 

US tax obligations in 1988 and had difficulty with IRS personnel 

who did not understand their own rules on FTC. Despite using 

FTC Form 1116 they ignored the form and I was hit with 

penalties and taxes. I appealed using the IRS tax resolution 

program (1989-90) and fines & penalties were cancelled.  

 

Just as I was getting current on US taxation (1988) my wife and 

I purchased our first home near Toronto, Ontario. Having 

understood the negative implications of capital gains we 

registered our home in my NRA spouse's name only. As the 

house is today worth in excess of 1 M US$ it was a wise choice 

and will avoid US taxation as will be selling the home and 

retiring.  

 

Other issues have impacted my investment choices. As a result I 

have worked hard to keep my foreign assets below 200K US as I 

can avoid submitting Form 8938. This has been difficult at best. 

This has meant placing most of our assets in my spouse's name. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado I have to leave most of my assets in my wife's name in order to 

avoid taxation difficulties. This makes money management 

much more difficult. It's ridiculous to have to live a certain way 

just because of a country where I do not live. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Getting "caught up" with US tax filing was an onerous and 

unnecessary process. After spending sleepless nights worrying 

about possible penalties, and untold hours preparing the 

unfamiliar forms, in the end I owed nothing. It was a complete 

waste of time. 

 

Now that I am current and still pay nothing to the IRS, I am 

forced to hire an expensive US tax preparation service to 

continue compliance. Based on my projections, I will never be 

required to pay US tax as all of my income is Canadian and is 

taxed in Canada, not in the US as per tax treaty. 

 

I am proud to be an American, but this requirement to file US 

taxes when it amounts to no tax payable is of no benefit to me or 

my country. It should not be required. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The US government does not make it well known to its 

emigrants that they will continue have seriously restrictive tax 

obligations to the US when they leave. As a result, I lived in 

Canada for nearly 50 years without knowing until it was 

revealed by the Canadian press in 2011. I was suddenly faced 

with the choice of paying back taxes and compliance fees due to 

the nature of my previous Canadian income, or spend the rest of 

my life looking over my shoulder wondering when the IRS 

would catch up with me through FATCA or some other 

unforeseen circumstance. My choice was to enter a completely 

inappropriate amnesty program (as an appropriate one did not 

exist at the time) where I spent 6 figures on coming into US tax 

compliance. The emotional toll was tremendous to realize how 

punitive the system is for non-resident Americans, and continues 

to be when US lawmakers have little understanding nor care as 

to how the laws they pass effect its citizens attempting to thrive 

outside the country. I have come to the sad conclusion that for 

an American living outside the US, becoming US tax compliant 

is the first step toward renouncing US citizenship. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Nevada I did not know I had to file them. Lived abroad for 30 years and 

just in the last 5 has it come to light that I needed to do this. I 

just buried my head in the sand and worried. Then a relative left 

us some money in the States, we were listed as a Beneficiary of 

$1700. So because of $1700 I had to file for Amnesty and 

provide 7 years of FBAR and 3 years of back taxes. I did not 

know that the bank accounts I sign on with my children were 

"suspect" too, I have since been removed from them. 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Super Stressful finding someone to do the US taxes and just 

"hoping" they are correct.  

 

I am in the process of putting one of our children on our 

property title and maybe putting it in his name alone as he is not 

a US citizen. It isn't worth a lot, but it is all we have and want it 

to go to our children not the US taxation if something happens to 

us. 

 

It is a law that makes no sense for the average working person 

and it makes me ashamed to be an American and I am 

considering denouncing it once I have filed enough years. 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have spent many hours talking to accountants and doing my 

own research to try to understand the full tax implications for 

living abroad, and I am still unclear. I feel that in order to do so 

safely (in terms of financial implications and abiding by tax 

rules) I would need to pay significant fees to both a cross-border 

financial advisor and tax accountant. 

 

There is no single source for clear communication from the US 

government that I was able to find about the regulations and 

responsibilities of foreign US residents. It took me countless 

hours of research and fees to cross-border accountants to try to 

understand my basic tax accounting situation. The US 

government has also not made a clear demarcation about 

taxation on TFSA investments in Canada, so it leaves foreign 

residents in an ambivalent situation in terms of knowing impacts 

of investing decisions. I do not own a house or property; I am 

hesitant to do so because I don't know the tax implications. I am 

a lower income person and I struggle to afford an accountant to 

prepare my 2 sets of tax returns each year; I don't have the funds 

to pay for a full service cross-border tax accountant to assist 

with the complex level of detail involved with US tax 

accounting overseas. I feel that the US unduly punishes US 

citizens and green card holders living abroad through double 

taxation and difficult to understand taxation regulations. In 

reality, US citizens living abroad is an asset to the US because it 

generates cross-border relations and business. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I left the US when I was in my mid-30s in 1997 and had few 

assets (savings, some mutual funds and IRAs). The filing and 

reporting were simple. Over the intervening 20+ years, both the 

filing and reporting have gotten more complex and onerous. In 

addition, I began to have larger assets as a result of a normal, 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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prudent life: my investments grew thanks to the stock market 

boom, I bought real estate, worked for a company with a pension 

plan. I also received an inheritance from a parent. My assets are 

within a modest middle-class existence, yet that put me over the 

limits and forced me to do complex tax returns and reporting 

returns for two countries. 

 

I think the limits should be higher so that ordinary families are 

not forced to comply with such complicated and expensive tax 

filing requirements, year after year. 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I postponed creating a business because of the complicated 

compliance requirements. 

 

I only recently started the business with an eye to keeping it 

small to minimize compliance issues. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I had to unincorporate my small business, and am now a sole 

proprietor, to avoid having to deal with that stupid new law. 

Unfortunately, this means I have less legal protection within my 

business now. I would have preferred to remain incorporated.  

Equally frustrating is the total lack of solid advice I was able to 

get around this. I always feel like I’m shooting in the dark at a 

moving target, when it comes to making plans or decisions with 

respect to my financial life. The “experts” - if you can find one- 

are few and far between and none of them are ever able to give 

you an actual, fulsome picture of the long-term implications of 

anything. Tax experts are not financial planners. Financial 

planners don’t know the tax implications. No one seems to know 

anything about estate planning. It’s beyond frustrating. And 

expensive.  

 

When my American father-in law passed away and left us some 

money, it was impossible to find anyone to advise us about the 

process and implications of the inheritance. We paid $600 to a 

local tax lawyer for a consultation, and not only was he a smug 

a$$home, but he didn’t tell us anything we didn’t already know. 

We made some decisions because we had to, but I’m just 

waiting for those decisions to bite me in the ass. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida President Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 aimed at 

repatriating US companies has been a devastating blow against 

my small solely Canadian operated business. I still cannot 

understand how US lawmakers, the Treasury Department and 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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IRS have not found the necessity and decency to somehow 

exempt small business owners from this fiscal siphoning of my 

business’s operating capital and retirement savings and plan to 

continue supporting the current lawsuits against the Transition 

Tax and GILTI. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I operate as sole proprietor and have not incorporated in order to 

keep my business out of IRS scrutiny. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon In 2019 I was subject to [the Transition Tax]. For me not a dime 

of that money that was subject to this tax was made in the US 

nor had anything to do any kind of US sources. The IRS in 2020 

has requested an amended return.  

 

As far as I am concerned this cash grab by a group of uncaring 

and indifferent bureaucratic thugs. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Wisconsin I am just starting in on my fourteenth year on a yearly renewing 

contract. I get no benefits from the company that I invoice. I just 

get my hourly wage and GST on top of that. The sole reason that 

I work through my own corporation is that it was a requirement 

to secure the work at the time. I could have held out for work as 

a full time employee but the timing, type of work and wage was 

just right. 

 

I am embarrassed to say I am GILTI. Or the way I make my 

money to sink into retirement plans not recognized by the US is 

through my [Canadian corporation]. Immense stress comes from 

knowing that if ever I were to come clean, I would be put in the 

hole right before my retirement years. I am hoping to have one-

fifth of a million bucks Canadian saved for retirement which is 

not much - but better than having nothing.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I incorporated in 2019. I delayed incorporation for almost a year, 

as I sought advice on the implications of my US citizenship and 

tried to see if there was any way I could set up differently to 

avoid the problems associated. I was advised that there was 

nothing I could do but than to accept that I will face higher 

barriers of reporting and double taxation, ie: I must try to 

overcome an unequal playing field that no other immigrant or 

Canadian faces, because of the US citizenship based taxation. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida There is no tax implication for my ownership of a small business 

but it does increase my filing costs. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa The whole thing is a mess since the transition tax. I have paid 

over 15000 usd in the last three years just for accounting fees to 

file. We are considering renouncing. Whether we owe tax or not 

the fees to file are unbearable. I would rather not renounce but at 

this rate all I can see are dollar signs in keeping my citizenship. 

Sad thing is my family are all Americans and I do believe the 

US is the best country.  

 

[I feel] defeat. I have invested in my business for almost 20 

years and I feel like now what the Canadian govt doesn’t take 

the US will. I feel utter defeat. How can a government tax on 

previous income from your retained earnings? It seems criminal. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio The transition tax and GILTI are ongoing stressors that keep me 

up at night. I live and do all of my business in Canada and I pay 

all required Canadian taxes but I still have a significant US tax 

bill and pay nearly $2000 in accounting fees. I feel this tax is 

very unfair and unlawful. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona GILTI has made for much uncertainty how my business 

activities will be taxed. 

 

Also extremely complex, unable to file taxes myself - I pay 

$5000 CAD annually for an account to prepare for me. 

 

I am the sole shareholder of a small corporation, making my US 

tax preparation extremely complex. I pay 1.5% of my gross 

income in tax preparation fees. 1.5%, especially when 

compounded, works out to a significant amount of money over 

time.  

 

I pay a very high amount of tax in Canada, then need to pay to 

IRS on top of that. This is not fair, considering I receive no 

ongoing services from the US government. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida GILTI has resulted in more tax preparation and costs incurred to 

us. Yet again, it's another tax and administrative burden placed 

on us as a family by the US government; yet still we as expats 

have no representation and reap no benefits from any of this. It's 

like we are penalized for being an expat. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I have only had low-paying subcontractor jobs since moving 

here because nobody in my professional industry wants to deal 

with US reporting. 

 

I am currently learning to be a cross-border tax preparer so I can 

take over my own taxes when my preparer retires (and take over 

for my preparer’s other cross-border $0 return clients at a 

reasonable price). We all lead simple lives. None of us should 

need and most cannot afford a CPA. I would be thrilled if the US 

aspect of my new career path were eliminated for all of us. 

 

Initially, my preparer and I were going to invest in our own 

Liberty franchise together, making me a professional in a new 

industry and finally providing an independent income that would 

support me. However, owning a franchise would make me the 

owner of a corporation. The US taxes I would have to pay for 

this small middle-class income generating franchise that does no 

business in the US other than returns for people who only go to 

the US on short vacations would make it impossible to succeed. 

As such, we do the returns out of my home as independent 

contractors. Naturally, we have no benefits and don’t have 

access to any of the options regular small incorporated Canadian 

businesses have, including Covid relief, lower Canadian tax 

brackets, and protecting us from personal liability exposure like 

a franchise would. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wyoming Effects of repatriation tax are ongoing as we are still trying to 

pay it while keeping our family business alive. 

 

The name "GILTI" (i.e. "guilty") when we have done nothing 

even remotely wrong is a slap in the face to all hard-working, 

honest, industrious Americans running or investing in legitimate 

businesses abroad, and it demonstrates a clear malevolence 

towards us on the part of the policy makers. 

 

I am currently launching a company based on ideas I have been 

developing (at great input of time, resources and expense) over 

the past decade. Initial outside investment is in the range of 

$5M-8M USD. Several times already the deal has been hung up 

and was nearly impossible in light of consequences of tax 

policies for US citizens owning foreign corporations. Going 

forward, even with abundant, expensive professional tax advice 

it is still unclear whether the company can launch given my 

involvement, and as a result I am giving serious thought to 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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renouncing my US citizenship, which I otherwise do not want to 

do. 

 

[I feel] disbelief, anger, frustration, stress, worry, hopelessness. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut As a technology professional in his twenties, I was bitten with 

the "Startup bug" and tried along with several friends to obtain 

funding for our nascent startup. We got a meeting with a large 

fund who was interested in accepting us into their incubator.  

 

One of their questions for the founders asked if we were "US 

citizens", even if we were also Canadian. I stupidly said yes. The 

funding was refused as long as I was part of it.  

 

This opened my eyes to the insane tax requirements I had never 

even known about. It sent me into depression, made me unable 

to work for months and strained my relationship with my wife.  

 

I can be in the happiest mood, but if someone mentions anything 

about US taxes or even the US in general, I immediately become 

depressed and angry. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I removed my name of one of the administrators with our 

incorporated business. 

 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I was invited to be on the board of a non-profit a few years ago, 

but had to decline because it required I have some financial 

authority over the accounts.  

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Cannot have cheque signing authority for a nonprofit or any 

organization or business as I would have to declare on my US 

tax return.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have avoided serving as a treasurer on a nonprofit board 

because of my US citizenship. As a signing officer I would have 

had to report the assets of the nonprofit to the IRS. I reluctantly 

declined the board position. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am active in my kids’ schools and activities. I am not able to 

serve these organizations or even the PTA, as Treasurer or in a 

position that has signing authority due to the FATCA 

requirements. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

US taxation of non-US welfare benefits 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan I receive a small amount of disability benefits from the country 

where I live and am a citizen. The income is hardly enough to 

live on but at least the income is not taxable here. The US 

expects me to spend a bunch of money to have tax returns 

prepared and then will not exempt my disability benefits from 

taxation under FEIE because disability benefits are not 

considered by the US to be earned income.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine While unemployed in France, I had to pay US tax on my 

unemployment benefits which made my period of 

unemployment even more difficult. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida When we applied for a mortgage, being a US citizen was an 

issue and we had to go through a non-traditional lender. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My grown children, whose births abroad I registered 30-35 years 

ago because I was proud US citizenship haunts me daily. My son 

can't start a business, ever. I feel like I have given my children a 

disease. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My Canadian mother-in-law opened education savings accounts 

for each of my children when they were born. These are called 

RESP (registered education savings plans) in Canada and here 

they are tax-free. I was widowed before she died, and so when 

she died, I had to become the trustee on these accounts, as my 

children were still quite young. Unfortunately, this is one of 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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those financial programs that the IRS treats very harshly. There 

was special, complicated, expensive reporting and several 

accountants urged me to find a Canadian who would serve as 

trustee but I had no one to ask. As soon as my children started 

university, I shoved the money over to them as fast as I could, as 

it was a tax burden to me - even though the money had never 

and would never be mine. This caused my children tax and 

reporting problems on an education savings plan that should 

never have been a problem. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am saving up the $2350 x 3 for my 3 kids to renounce. I regret 

getting their citizenship. I feel I totally shackled their 

opportunities, vs my intent was to give them more opportunities. 

I should not have done that before they could consent. It was a 

big mistake.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I lie about being a dual citizen. Unfortunately, I told the truth to 

our investment advisor so now I am invisible. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan As someone that highly values honesty it really upsets me that I 

am forced to lie in order to maintain my financial survival.  Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I pay taxes where I live and work, so it seems I am a normal 

person, but in fact I am owned like chattel by a foreign country 

(US).  

 

I now deny anything US about me, even though there are people 

that know better. 

 

I do make sure to talk loudly and factually about that foreign 

country (US). I am quite happy that I am very convincing when I 

say, US, Eritrea, and possibly North Korea should all be 

considered Free and Exceptional Countries. And then I tell them 

about FATCA and Citizen based taxation. 

 

In closing I do get a lot of sympathy, words to the effect, " Sorry 

that you were born in that uncivilized mad house ". 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I made the error once, but I do not tell people about the affliction 

I have of being considered a "US citizen". I do my utmost best to 

hide this. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Wisconsin A major part of my stress has to do with me being proud of 

where I am from. It used to be advantageous to be born in the 

States. I had it in mind that I would be filing US taxes the day I 

started working in the US. That never happened. And now I 

mostly cower in the presence of banking officials with, "Yes sir, 

I am Canadian."...hoping they don't add duality into the 

question. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida From the moment I became a Canadian citizen, I no longer 

declare that I am an American citizen when opening an account. 

I assume that US authorities obtain the information anyway 

through the data sharing treaty Canada-US. However, since I’m 

a small fish, I assume not to be the IRS’s priority. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I have purposely not disclosed to financial institutions my US 

place of birth & (imposed) US citizenship. I do not feel good 

about being deceptive/dishonest but feel justified in doing so to 

defend myself against an unjust law.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I ignore requests from Canadian banks to identify myself as a 

US person as I am concerned about my privacy. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US 
After finding out the US tax rules/obligation, I have felt it 

necessary not to disclose my US dual citizenship and relied on 

my first Citizenship for banking and travel. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
When I discovered the U.S. still considered me a citizen after 

FATCA came into effect, I was very stressed and upset. I 

believed I had given up my citizenship in my twenties because I 

never claimed it, never had a U.S. passport or SSN. I had no 

reason to believe I still held the citizenship, I had traveled to and 

through the U.S. several times, and nothing was ever said at US 

customs. I spent many months looking into my situation, but 

since I was retired, with investments in mutual funds it was 

going to be too costly and complex to file. I also had no SSN, 

another problem. 

 

Ongoing, at this time, my banks do not know I was born in the 

U.S., If they find out, I will be fined for not providing a SSN. I 

also can't open any bank accounts anywhere else without lying, 

so at this point, I have not opened any new ones. 

 

I have always felt a strong connection to the country of my birth, 

despite having left at age 6. Even when I thought I had given up 

my citizenship in my twenties, it did not change my feelings that 

the U.S. was also my country. 

 

It's extremely sad that a country that believes they are free and 

just does this to their people. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
[Since I found out that I was still considered a US citizen in 

2014, I have] experienced many many sleepless nights and 

worry. I have a lot of anger/hate towards the US government. I 

have not visited the country nor have many of my relatives since 

I discovered this situation. We buy anything else before 

resorting to anything from the USA. I feel they are attempting to 

ruin my life, the situation hangs over me and at times the weight 

is too heavy to bear. 

 

I hate it, I did not choose my birthplace, I should not have to pay 

for a mistake my parents made. They did say they were sorry to 

have caused this situation but their decision was made based on 

the citizenship laws at the time that gave us a choice to easily get 

rid of the US citizenship. They regret their decision and find it 

unbelievable that the US has not done the "right thing" to release 

"Accidentals". I do not identify in any way with being 

"American."  I chose my citizenship when I turned 21, deciding 

to live in my current country and not seek out US citizenship. I 

have never had any passport other than the one for my current 

resident country. I detest that my birth country shows on the 

document. It makes me feel "dirty" to be associated with the US.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Washington 
Very hard to find out how to live your life so that you are set up 

right for retirement and /or downsizing as one grows older. 

Worrying about 2 sets of rules.  

Renouncing seems to be the only answer. So I can protect my 

Spouse. More paperwork and worry, forced to go to a city! $$$ 

then more paperwork with the 8854! All because I was fear 

mongered into filing. 7 yrs ago. Have lived out of the country 

(US) for 56 yrs. I feel trapped, owned, Cheated, victimized, 

scammed.... 

 

Having to closed TFSA's (closed recently) 

My bank has asked for my SSN, and I have not given it to them.  

They know I do my FBARS. and so far that is how it stands. But 

it could change. (last 7 yrs) 

 

figuring out the highest amount per year for each account is time 

consuming. I pay to have someone file the fbars for me, more 

$$$ lost 

 

I feel resentful that my information here can be obtained through 

a form of extortion from a country I was simply born in. My 

spouse, feels it infringes on his rights as a citizen here! My 

banker knows my history and has known me for 30+ yrs. It 

makes her angry too!  

Then there is the cost of banking institutions having to absorb 

the extra costs of this....for another country!!! 

 

find it a burden and infringement on my rights and freedoms. I 

plan to renounce so that I can just enjoy being and living a 

citizen of the country that was chosen for me back in 1964. I 

plan to renounce for my spouse and the infringement and rights 

that this over reach has on him as well.  

Changes in policies. 

For one, if you were moved to another country as a child. Have 

never lived in the US since. That should be enough to have you 

out of the system.  

Fbars if they have to be. should only report your 50 o/o not your 

spouses 50 o/o.  

The rules should at least be the same as if you lived in the US.  

Any savings or retirement funds from the country you live in, 

should not be on the plate, and exempt from any filing or 

disclosure to the US. (how can one plan to support themselves 

the way this is) 

 

Even accountants have no idea how to file these taxes and forms. 

They will throw you under the bus if you have not educated 

yourself to the best you can! They will charge you a nice sum to 

do so. I had quotes as high as 12,000US to do my stream line!!!!  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I had a Quote of 6000.00 us + to fix mistakes...I still have no 

idea if things have been fixed or done right. I want to move 

forward and never have to worry about 2 taxes per year. 

 

I am being punished. I was moved to another country as a child. 

I have lost most contact with family as they have all passed on. 

(those I knew) I have not been to the US for over 11 yrs. I am 

and have become a citizen of the country I was moved to. I do 

not vote or ever have in the US. I do not know their laws or 

rules. I Resent having to learn the tax rules they have over me! 

An Expat. ??? whatever that really is. I am sure I will never 

cross the border again!!! My spouse is not ever going to cross it 

either. He resents what they have cost us and done to me/him. 

He helps a lot in all my angry moments. I should not have to 

renounce. or pay to renounce. The amount of years I have been 

gone should be enough!! If the tax laws can't be changed. then 

the under age of 18 when you left, never returned to live or 

work. Should be a new rule! No tax laws apply! 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Michigan 
I was born in the US, but moved when I was ten months old. My 

parents aren't American -- they just lived there for two years. I 

currently can't invest in stocks or index funds because the 

companies need my US tax info, and I don't have any, as I don't 

live in the US, I don't have a US SSN, and I've never paid taxes 

to the country I've never earned money in.  

 

It's like a financial sword of damocles hanging over my head, the 

fear of extreme financial penalties (and I'm pretty poor!) just for 

not having filed to say I don't owe them money. I'm in my 30s 

and I worry that at any point in time the US could declare me a 

felon and take all my savings. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American [I feel] angry and frustrated. 

 

All my personal information is shared by my government with 

the US and I’m not certain of the security taken. 

 

Repatriation tax paid and the IRS were clueless about it, and 

returned the funds 2018. 

 

Went through OVDI 2011-12-13 and IRS did not grasp the 

situation . 

 

Pay huge money annually for no tax owed, redundant forms. 

 

Cash grab…shame 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Vermont 
I lived in a border town and was born in the US due to the fact 

that the closest hospital was in the US and my mom had 

complications. I was in the US for approximately 10 days 

(beside travels and vacations). I find it ridiculous that I have to 

file all this paperwork for nothing except getting a US passport. I 

also have a Canadian Passport. Accidental americans should be 

excluded from filling. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
[Being an Accidental American] never bothered me before 

FATCA. I thought it was a benefit for crossing the border when 

visiting the USA. I felt resentful about it when stressed by 

FATCA. I don't feel that bad about it now since I have [been 

able to hide my US citizenship from banks and I not entered the 

US tax system].  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US  
I found out about the need to file US taxes (not born in nor ever 

lived in the US) by accident. Further investigation led to the 

need to file for 3 years at once and paying over $30,000 in taxes 

- causing hardship to me and my family. I have never worked in 

nor lived in the US, my citizenship is from my parents who were 

dual citizens. I have investigated denouncing my US citizenship 

(which still may occur) but had to pay past taxes or face further 

penalties. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I tried to use the IRS Netfile options and even Turbotax but, in 

the end, all my efforts were wasted as I could not complete 

without a ZIP code. It didn't recognize my Canadian Postal 

Code. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California This was years ago when we were trying to figure out what 

forms I needed to file. The person was not helpful. We have 

used an accountant ever since. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado When I first immigrated to Canada, I called the IRS often, to 

understand why I had to file US tax returns. I resisted getting a 

tax accountant at that time, because it didn't seem fair that filing 

a US tax return with $0 owed should cost me out of my own 

pocket. As always, the wait times were long, finding the right 

person to help me was complicated, and the lack of 

accountability of the phone agents was frustrating.  

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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There needs to be an entire section on the website for US 

taxpayers living overseas. It would be great to have tutorials that 

provide context and background for why we have to do this. We 

also need overview tutorials for what's required, what we have to 

check on for changes every year, and so on. It seems to be just 

"hit and miss" when I search on the website, and there is 

definitely an internal bias (the inability to imagine what the 

customer might need and how it needs to be 

expressed/explained). We are not accountants; we are merely 

low income persons trying to stay out of trouble the best we can. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My second installment for the Transition Tax was rejected by 

the IRS. I called for guidance and was told I’d get a call back. It 

has been several months and I have not heard back. 

 

When I first decided to enter the US tax system, I contacted TAS 

to ask for assistance in having the penalties associated with the 

amnesty program I entered eliminated, or transition me to the 

new Streamlined Amnesty Program initiated by the IRS for 

taxpayers like me. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I did have a conversation with a IRS representative. It concerned 

a tax assessment where money was owing the day it arrived in 

the mail. She could not comprehend what I was talking about. I 

hung up and moved on. For an organization that is worldwide in 

scope it has often proved to be laughable. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I have called the IRS to ask questions on how to file a certain tax 

form. They usually give me the WRONG answer. I feel I know 

more than they do. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I am a tax preparer by profession; I interact with the IRS 

occasionally on behalf of my clients. I will limit my comments 

to interactions I have had with the IRS regarding my own 

personal tax account. 

 

I have tried to call IRS toll-free numbers regarding tax issues but 

their toll-free numbers do not work when you are calling from 

Canada. You need to dial their Philadelphia campus that handles 

international issues and pay for the call.  

 

I have established online account access but it's tricky. They 

mail you a PIN code that needs to be used within a certain time 

frame; otherwise you have to start all over. It's hit-or-miss 

whether the PIN code reaches you via the postal mail in time. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I amended my 2012 tax return and it took nearly two years to get 

the issue resolved. Everything was handled by mail and it was 

excruciatingly slow. I would get letters from the IRS 

periodically saying "We are still looking at your issue and it will 

take us another 90 days..." 

 

From my perspective, no the IRS does not provide sufficient 

support for US citizens living overseas. They need a dedicated 

phone line with people who specialize in cross-border situations.  

 

And just a general comment...it seems that to the IRS, having 

foreign assets or accounts means 'tax avoidance'. Everything is 

treated as if I'm trying to cheat or hide things from them. For 

pete's sake, the FBAR is submitted to an arm of the Treasury 

Department called 'FinCEN'. Do you know what that stands for? 

 

Financial CRIMES Enforcement Network 

 

Have a foreign account? Gotta disclose it...it might be a CRIME. 

How do you think that makes me feel?   
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Could not establish an online account as I needed a US address.  

 

I wrote letters with inquiries about FBAR and tax returns. It took 

almost a year before the IRS responded by letter and later by a 

phone call. Eventually I did get things ironed out,  

I think, hope. You never really know.  

 

I use a CPA in the States to help me now. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The IRS representative was professional and helpful. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American [My interactions with the IRS were a] disaster.... not well 

informed. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Massive pain. They don't even know the rules themselves. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York 1) in 2013 I postmarked my return on the due date in the 

Canadian post office. IRS charged me a fee for "failure to file," 

even though the postmark was clear. I was on the phone with 

IRS agent who could not explain why I was being charged a late 

fee. By the time I received the letter, I would have been late in 

submitting the fee, which would have resulted in another letter 

and fee from the IRS. I found the IRS agent poorly trained and 

demoralized.  

 

2) I needed to obtain a ITIN for my non-US husband. On 

explaining that it was a "same sex marriage". the IRS agent 

exclaimed "shit." He thought his phone was on mute. 

 

In general IRS employees, I find, are poorly trained and 

demoralized. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Born outside and never lived in US I will say my experiences speaking with the IRS by telephone 

were very good. It almost felt like they personally were 

sympathetic to the difficult situation the US tax system puts 

accidental Americans through. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida No problems - I had to verify the address format they had on 

file, because I could not access any CARES Act payment 

information without knowing exactly how the IRS had recorded 

my address. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa 2 of the agents had no idea what the transition tax was and my 

installment payment was actually returned. It’s a huge mess 

without any solid answers. Now due to covid they have an 

excuse for everything. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It is very difficult to get clear guidance from the IRS about what 

forms to fill and how certain tax-sheltered investments like 

Canadian TFSAs should be reported on. IRS wait times are very 

long and the agents are rude and not very competent. 

 

No responses to mail or email questions. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Vermont 
Most the fact that it is complicated to do your US taxes, and that 

I receive absolutely no support for the IRS. I can't even check 

my IRS account online since I live outside the US. Need more 

dedicated support for the IRS for foreign US tax fillers. 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

138 
 

I contacted the international IRS tax office concerning a letter I 

received from the IRS. It was a useless endeavor since the 

representative on the phone did not know anything.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California No problems communicating with the IRS by phone. 

 

Creating an online account was simply impossible; the CARES 

Act payment tools did not accommodate foreign addresses at 

launch. 

 

Postal communication was slow but effective. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The IRS agents don't know anything about expat situations. I 

tried to talk to them about my son's child tax credit being 

disallowed. Despite April 15th not being the deadline for expats, 

they insisted that it is the deadline to obtain a Social Security 

number. They didn't care that I had no access to a Social 

Security office.  

 

A few days ago I tried to go online to see how much I owe and 

the system does not recognize my foreign address to verify my 

identity. I did a "Chat" with an agent, but all she would do is 

give me 6!! different numbers to call. None of which are toll 

free, and none of which seem to be valid numbers from outside 

the US. I still can't access my account online and nowhere to 

turn to figure that out.  

 

In 2019, I was not able to get the Child Tax Credit for my son. I 

was not able to get his SSN before the April 15th deadline 

because I was undergoing cancer treatments and could not cross 

the border to go to a SS office. I couldn't get the healthcare 

coverage to do that. The embassy stopped issuing SSN's 10 

years ago. So that cost me an additional $2k, despite the fact that 

he is a US citizen, and did exist in my family. I was able to do it 

in October, but the credit was disallowed because I got it too 

late.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I tried years ago (probably 8 or 9) to set up an online account 

with the IRS and was unable because my IP address was outside 

the country. I have not tried again since. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
U.S. citizen who has never lived in 

U.S. 
Painful. Painful. I tried calling the IRS from Canada - constantly 

put on hold, ignored, then cut off numerous times - of course 

these calls are all long distance calls - adding expense to the pain 

of trying to get the IRS to correct THEIR error. I ended up 

couriering documents - 3 times - and more expense - for 

documents that they had already received TWICE through their 

so-called 'normal' channels. Really shameful behaviour and 

attitude by an organization that supposedly is there to 'help'. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The interactions with the IRS are often met with IRS employees 

who understand little of the challenges facing an expat and who 

have limited ability to assist.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Signing up for an account with the IRS is impossible with a 

foreign address. I have tried every year, and the sign-up process 

fails. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My tax preparation last year cost more than 5000 USD despite 

me not having an unusually complex financial situation. 

 

In the past 2 years I've had two different tax preparers both of 

whom made errors that resulted in additional taxes, despite both 

being specialized in cross border taxation. 

 

Within the past 5 years I have closed a tax-sheltered investment 

account that my country allows due to the potential for imposing 

additional form filing requirements. Whether these requirements 

actually exist are not clear to anyone but the IRS has so far 

refused to do its duty to clarify them. 

 

I have been double taxed by the Net Investment Income Tax. 

 

US tax policy and its persecution of emigrants has poisoned my 

views on the US, particularly the threats of extortionate penalties 

for FBAR or information filing for simply having a normal 

financial life abroad. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Vermont I am a US born citizen. I immigrated to Canada by marriage. I 

am living in Canada for 2 years as a permanent resident awaiting 

to file for citizen ship once appropriate. I am currently a 

housewife but would like to work. I have filed my taxes once so 

far as I had been working up to the point of my move to Canada. 

I could not find help in time from a professional, so I had to file 

myself without knowledge of how international things go. I have 

not received any confirmation about my federal filling and have 

a lot of stress about whether or not it went through. They do not 

confirm they received it and all I had to verify it was delivered to 

the international tax processing center was a mailing receipt that 

is no longer valid.  

 

I want to end my US citizenship because of their desire to keep 

taxing me when I no longer have any connection, work, or 

benefits coming from the States. It's complicated to file a 

separate return from my spouse when they have no interest in 

involving themselves with the US. So hoping I get citizenship 

with Canada next year so I can renounce my American 

citizenship and avoid their taxation. I would do it now but I do 

not want to become stateless, another fear. I would like to see 

this tax monitoring ended. I would love to keep my citizenship 

with the US, but that is out of the question the way things are 

now. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wyoming -The "GILTI" tax on small businesses owned in whole or in part 

by US citizens abroad is not only punitive and unjust in itself 

(taxing income that, in our case, has nothing to do with the US), 

but the name makes me feel like a fugitive simply for running a 

business. 

 

-I could not believe the recent repatriation tax that retroactively 

taxed properly filed and taxes earnings across multiple decades. 

This tax has put the very survival of our family's business in 

jeopardy, and as the means of payment is still unclear, it makes 

me worry that we will be liable for prison time for, again, simply 

building and running a business. The reality of the situation 

remains almost inconceivable, and it has been the source of no 

end of worry, stress and even conflict within our family. 

 

-As a young entrepreneur and small business owner, the 

opportunity cost of American citizenship is so great that I am 

seriously considering renouncing citizenship, despite having 

lived, worked and studied in the US, and despite potential 

avenues for moving back again and building a company there. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Simply put, this is discouraging and depressing, especially as the 

situation is totally unnecessary. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My name is not on our house bc of implications of taxes upon 

selling. It is so frustrating! I worry if something bad ever 

happened to my husband.  

 

We pay $400 every year to a tax firm to do my US Taxes when I 

don’t owe anything to begin with! I HATE it. That alone makes 

me want to give up citizenship. There is nothing positive about 

being an expat. No benefit at all. Why bother keeping it. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The difficulties I have experienced in becoming and maintaining 

US tax compliance to owe or not owe US tax is not sustainable, 

both financially and emotionally for me. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Nevada I am caught up in filing and all requirements. Once 2020 is filed 

I can denounce. I cannot afford to keep paying to have taxes 

done for two countries. 

 

I hope this policy/law is overturned/thrown out/ changed. 

 

I feel like I have to denounce my US Citizenship to protect my 

children's inheritance. 

 

It is so stressful. I have raised proud Canadians because they see 

the pride I have in being an American. This just devalues that so 

much. It is heartbreaking. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I will be selling my principal residence in Canada within the 

next few years. There is no capital gains tax in Canada on such a 

sale. But I will be taxed in the US on the sale. I plan to renounce 

my citizenship before that happens. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Awaiting renunciation appointment. Renouncing for financial 

reasons because as a Canadian citizen I can travel to and visit 

USA without issue. 

 

Would like these policies to be refined to focus on high income 

tax evasion - as with all other countries. 

 

For decades, I have incurred annual high cost to file US taxes 

with no penalty and no acknowledgement from IRS. Have 

received conflicting advice re: tax implications and other 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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penalties associated with not complying with FATCA, etc. My 

tax situation is very straightforward (i.e. salaried employee) and 

I could have completed Canadian tax return on my own if not for 

US status.  

 

After meeting with tax accountant, I closed TFSA (Canadian 

Tax Free Savings Account) and sold all mutual fund investments 

due to accounting and potential taxation costs from USA. Very 

frustrating to not have access to these financial tools. 

 

Have delayed estate planning and will preparation due to higher 

costs and complications because of my status as US citizen. 

 

Worry about the financial implications if my husband 

predeceases me before my application to renunciate (delayed 

due to COVID 19) is completed. 
 

Comment   
U.S. citizen who has never lived in 

U.S. 
First to clarify:  I was not born in the USA, or ever lived or 

worked in the USA. I have an American parent so sadly that 

made me an American. I can complete my CAD taxes on my 

own. Due to the complexity of US taxation, I need to hire a 

professional to file my $0.00 tax return, and all the other 

associated forms (FBAR, 3520s, etc) with a yearly cost of 

$1200.00+.  

 

The filings are so complex even the IRS cannot seem to assess 

them properly - I was assessed a $10,000.00 penalty for NOT 

filing a form, that in fact I filed TWICE - once electronically, 

and once mailed in. After more time, expense and stress, the IRS 

finally reversed the charge that was assessed in error.  

 

I would like to run my own small consulting business, but am 

fully aware that the US taxation on this would take even more 

time, more stress and more $$ - just not worth it.  

 

In Canada I have a TFSA - a Canadian government approved 

savings vehicle used for retirement - the IRS views this a a 

"foreign controlled trust" so even MORE filings, disclosures, 

time, stress and $$ to complete and file - TWICE - both mailed 

in - to the SAME ADDRESS!! Crazy.  

 

I can no longer take the stress and expense of being an American 

- my mother was a proud American, and I like to keep my 

citizenship to honour her - but even she would say I am being 

played for a fool by the USA and the IRS, and enough is enough 

- so I have begun the renunciation process - I have been waiting 

for 10 months now for my appointment, just to give the USA 

$2300. USD to get rid of something I never wanted in the first 

place. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
It is very burdensome to need to analyze my personal financial 

decisions against the tax laws of the US, even though I do not 

live there currently. 

 

FBAR is not a major inconvenience for me now that I am aware 

of it. My main concern is inadvertently missing some other 

filing (like the one I vaguely understand I need to complete if I 

receive a significant gift abroad) and receiving penalties.  

 

This year I will also have to hire an advisor which is a hidden 

tax. 

 

I plan to give up my US citizenship once I am out of my primary 

working years. I keep it now as a backup plan in case things get 

difficult in another country. If the tax laws of the US were not so 

aggressive for non-residents, I would be glad to keep my 

citizenship indefinitely. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana I am a professional accountant entrepreneur with a small 

business corporation in Canada where I have lived for the last 42 

years. When the rules changed in 2017 I found it impossible to 

figure out how to file. It seems sad that the rules are so complex 

that a professional accountant cannot figure out how to file.  

 

I finally ended up hiring someone who understands the rules to 

fix things for 2017 and on at an estimated cost of about $16,000. 

They are not done yet and don’t know if I will end up owing tax 

or not.  

 

This all seems so totally unfair. I feel violated and ripped off. I 

have applied to renounce citizenship. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Former resident of: Virginia [When I was a US citizen, I] prayed to die. Relationships [were] 

affected. [I experienced] financial stress. 

 

I was promised when I became a Canadian citizen in 1984 that I 

would automatically drop US citizenship. NOT 

 

I moved to Canada because I love this country and have since I 

was 14. 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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My sympathies - is that the right word- are for those who cannot 

as readily for whatever reason cannot renounce as I did in 2014. 

 

Dec 2014  Montreal traveled across country because consulate 

could take me. All staff at consulate polite, sympathetic helpful - 

I RENOUNCED! 

 

My emotion JOY!!! 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
The situation that caused me to renounce US citizenship was 

FBAR. Had always thought I was following the rules until that 

one OMG day in 2015 when a neighbour (investment broker) 

showed me an article in her professional journal re FATCA and 

FBAR, asked if this applied to me. The blood drained from by 

head, I had NEVER heard of either and panic ensued. (Was 

blessed to have found Issac Brock Society and John Richardson, 

attended his seminar, had a few panic calls with him and slowly 

calmed down A BIT).  

 

I have always had a US accountant that professed to be 

competent in international taxation. Being a complete dolt in 

such matters and of VERY modest income I laid all of my trust 

in her, just signed the returns and thought nothing of it.  

 

Upon studying FBAR penalties I came to the HORRIFYING 

reality that I owed US 180K in FBAR fines...me, a widowed, 

retired old lady living off pittance I was able to save for 

retirement and support from Canadian government. (Which also 

was never included in US tax returns, accountant never asked, I 

didn't know it needed reporting as it was Canadian).  

 

I also learned that the IRS determines wilfulness; I may be 

ignorant but only a fool would walk into that web.  

 

So, having thought I was always compliant, having zero 

tolerance for risk, I now find myself a covered expatriate and 

terrified to step one foot in that God forsaken nation. (Beyond 

sad as I have family there and a new grandchild). I'm aware that 

folks in my situation have entered the US without difficulty but I 

do NOT wish to be the first case where border control / IRS 

decide to communicate. My life would be decimated, just not 

worth it. Plus I'd be a bundle of nerves, probably burst an 

aneurysm or two. 

 

Having participated in fighting this mess for years I no longer 

believe US will ever address harm they've inflicted on their 

expat community. 'You decided to leave, you're not our 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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problem.'  There's no political capital for legislators to remedy 

situation. Home nations figure another ugly American causing 

us headaches, we'll protect our financial sector thanks. We're 

rather refugees without refuge. 

 

The officer at consulate was flat and businesslike, process quick 

and easy. I however was vacillating between homicidal rage and 

indescribable sorrow. Seeing the officer so indifferent to issuing 

my renouncing pledge rendered me wanting to knock-out punch 

the insensitive witch and every member of W&M Committee.  
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Michigan 
I did not file until I renounced my U.S. citizenship (2020). 

 

The full process of becoming compliant and renouncing my 

citizenship cost me close to $20,000. That is shameful and I will 

be paying off that debt for a while. So many others - who may 

become unwilling victims of penalties - cannot afford to 

renounce and so are left living with the anxiety. That is just 

wrong and makes me very angry towards the U.S. 

 

The process was long and costly but I had good legal advice and 

a good accountant to usher me through the tax compliance and 

FBAR parts. Before I started the renunciation process (fall, 

2019) there was always a niggling anxiety about the possibility 

of getting caught because I had not been tax compliant. I moved 

to Canada when I was 5 years old, have never returned to live 

and felt (feel) it deeply wrong and unjust that I was expected to 

file an income tax return to the U.S. and that I might be 

penalized at different points in the future. Now that the process 

is complete, I feel extreme relief. I have zero regrets. None. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
Prior to renouncing, I was not able to hold any investments 

outside a retirement fund without having to pay high amounts in 

tax preparation. As I was approaching retirement age, it was 

difficult to plan for the future. 

 

I have and had no objection to paying tax on any income, earned 

or unearned, that originated in the U.S, but as I have lived in 

Canada since 1980, all my income came from Canadian sources. 

It was absurd that I could not invest where I wanted to without 

having to take U.S. tax law into account. This was the sole 

reason for renouncing. 

 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I am no longer a U.S. citizen. My two children are currently dual 

citizens. I have been urging them to renounce. My son has 

worked in the U.S, my daughter has never lived or worked in the 

U.S. Due to covid, the consulate in Canada is no longer 

processing renunciations. I am concerned that any inheritance I 

am able to leave to my children will be subject to taxes from the 

U.S. when neither child is currently living there. 

 

I regret having to renounce, but as I approached retirement age, 

the conflicting tax systems made me worried that my retirement 

income was in jeopardy. The person at the U.S. consulate who 

interviewed me when I renounced worked hard to intimidate me 

into changing my mind. My passport lists my birthplace in the 

U.S, so on those rare occasions that I visit the U.S, I am stressed 

at the border for possibly having to explain that I renounced and 

worried that a border guard may refuse me entry. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Former resident of: New York I have no current situation with US tax, FBAR and FATCA, 

thank God. After renouncing in 2014, I filed final tax forms 

myself and owed nothing, have heard nothing from US/IRS. It 

would be great to see an end to their extraterritorial tax policies. 

 

Several years after arriving in Canada as a permanent resident, I 

received a notice from the IRS. It stated that I owed $140,000 

US in taxes and penalties. I hadn't filed US tax since moving to 

Canada and wasn't aware that I needed to. It just seems like 

common sense that one pays taxes in one's country of residence, 

where one lives and works. This was in 2008, prior to FATCA. 

This left such an impression of fear and anxiety which I will 

never forget. Fortunately, I hired an attorney who dealt with the 

IRS on my behalf. It ended up that I owed $00.00 US to the IRS 

and of course several thousand in legal fees to the attorney. Later 

when FATCA became "international law" I found the decision to 

renounce was not difficult to make. 

 

In 2014, I tried to relinquish. I was told I had to renounce due to 

travelling on a U.S. passport. The consulate staff said that 

travelling on a U.S. passport indicated resolve to keep U.S. 

citizenship. I just did it due to my unawareness of this as my 

U.S. passport was still valid and I was only travelling between 

the U.S. and Canada to visit elderly relatives. Finally, I decided 

to renounce so I could put behind my U.S. tax citizenship. The 

fee was outrages. I was quite angry and upset at first. Now I am 

at peace with the situation and realize it was one of the best 

decision I ever made. A single Canadian passport is a valuable 

asset. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced more than 15 years ago  
Formerly resident of: New York CBT should be repealed. I am really aware of the unfairness and 

damage it causes. Countries should stand up to the US. We have 

to fight this in the courts.  

 

Also, as I take the concept of citizenship seriously, I am 

disgusted that the US seems to think its main value is as a 

revenue source. 

 

I relinquished. It was not emotional because the US did not play 

a role in my life and I simply felt I was exchanging one 

citizenship for another. I did not have problems with the US or 

know about US taxation at that time; I just preferred to have 

only one citizenship. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: Ohio There should be no income tax for citizens who do not live in 

the US. 

Abolish both of the Fs 

Need you even ask? 

 

US state Dept does not treat same sex parents as parents and 

chooses not to grant their kids citizenships. 

 

The actual act of renouncing was not as upsetting as I thought it 

would be. 

 

The Consulate was over staffed with armed security at the front 

door and the set up inside had not changed for at least 20 years 

since I had been there. It was like going to the bank. 

 

Staff was courteous and patient while I did a land 

acknowledgement. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Washington 
As a young child I was raised in a US cultural environment and 

it was my goal to become a US citizen. The path was long and 

difficult but I reached it and became a US citizen. After 30 years 

I had to face the reality that, as a retired person outside of the US 

with "foreign" pensions from Canada and the UK, and a home-

owner in Metro Vancouver BC, it was not practical to remain a 

citizen. Although my US tax owing was zero, it took me 2 weeks 

full-time work to prepare my taxes, I had to live with anxiety 

about penalties for not filing the correct forms or making a 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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mistake, and it would not be fair on my alien spouse to leave her 

with costly headaches. It was emotionally a difficult decision, 

but helped to some degree by the fact that I had not 100% 

embraced the mythical vision that is inculcated into those who 

grew up within the US. 

 

As you are very well aware the US is the only significant 

country that imposes CBT on citizens and LTPRs who live 

abroad. I think that getting rid of CBT is the most important 

goal. Secondly end the requirement for overseas banks to report 

on US citizens living outside the US. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Former resident of: California I am no longer personally affected by any of these policies or 

regulations due to relinquishing. However, I would still welcome 

an end to all of them so that other expats might flourish. The 

imposition of US tax code and reporting obligations on citizens 

abroad is an unfair and unjust practice that puts Americans at a 

dreadful disadvantage compared with citizens from other 

countries who emigrate. It is a financial disadvantage and adds 

unwarranted levels of stress to people's lives. 

 

Finding out about the potential tax penalties (FBAR!) I may 

have been subject to, and then getting straight with the IRS was 

the most stressful period of my life. I was not a tax cheat, just 

one of the many people who did not realize their filing 

obligations. The USG and IRS could have handled the situation 

*much* better, instead they treated normal, honest people like 

criminals. They should be, but aren't, ashamed of themselves. 

 

Consul was professional and friendly. Renunciation went 

smoothly. I asked if there was any reason to expect my 

renunciation to be denied and he said no. 

 

Once I left the consulate, an enormous sense of relief came over 

me.  

 

I went home and celebrated with a cigar. Did that again when 

my CLN arrived almost 7 months later. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly resident of: 

Massachusetts 
I divested my business 5 years before renouncing US citizenship 

and only filed the last 5 years. 

 

It was relatively easy at the consulate. I experienced a sense of 

relief. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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When we first heard about fatca, we had many sleepless nights. 

We came within days of joining the first “amnesty” program. 

Thankfully we decided at the last minute not to participate. It 

would have been ruinous financially and emotionally. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Former resident of: Virginia I have renounced, but want the Canadian Government to reject 

its role in the IGA which forces banks to disclose account 

information to the US Government. 

 

The US should move to residence based taxation like the rest of 

the world. It is the easiest solution to all of the problems 

Americans living outside of the US face. At least the FBAR 

should be used only for US residents with funds outside of the 

US. 

 

Renouncing my US citizenship was one of the most difficult and 

emotional experiences in my life.  

 

I felt betrayed buy my country of birth. In all the years I 

submitted a US tax return, I never owed a cent.  

 

Citizenship based taxation benefits accountants and lawyers, but 

generates little in income for the US Government. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
Thought that the idea that the US still had their tentacles in me 

was crazy and that their tax system was also crazy. Had never 

heard of citizenship based taxation until 2011. 

 

It was expensive to catch up on back tax and fbar filings and get 

advise. Even for the last tax filings there were about 3 different 

ways to calculate net worth based on different parts of the tax 

code. I used the worst case scenario to be on the safe side. I did 

not owe any taxes. And the time to look up back dated info to 

provide the needed info for the tax accountant took months. 

Fortunately I was a paper hog. Have a friend that went through 

the process the same time as myself who did not have the back 

info. Was more hassle for her. 

 

[At renunciation I felt], relief but worried when the vice consul 

stated the renunciation would have to be approved by the State 

department. Other than that the process was polite and relatively 

timely. Had the appointment 2 months after requesting it. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Minnesota 
I always knew I was a dual US/other citizen but did not know 

about CBT. Coupled with my disgust at US behaviour (the rabid 

carrying on about gun rights, and the foundational racism, 

sexism, anti-choice, reactionary behaviours ), the notion of 

having to file taxes in the US and potentially have to pay 

taxes/fines made the decision for me to renounce my citizenship 

easy. I paid a lot of money to tax experts to do this and none to 

the US for taxes owing. I renounced and was glad and very 

satisfied to be finished with the US. I have nostalgias for aspects 

of my childhood there but my distaste for country in general 

easily overrides that.  

 

I felt relieved and free after renunciation. 

 

I have no obligations to the US and so do not suffer their 

intrusions into my life any longer. I think the notion of CBT is 

ridiculous. I understand trying to capture offshore funds that 

should be taxed in the US but CBT is not the way to do it. I am 

happy to pay my Canadian taxes as it supports the services that a 

strong country should provide. I was never happy with the idea 

of being taxed by a government like the US that cannot provide 

basics for its population but can afford to let the rich benefit in 

every way from the government. 

 

CBT should be abolished. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly resident of: New York [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] should be outlawed. Countries 

around the world should unite in their efforts to fight the US. 

The latter is nothing but a bully in these matters. A terrible 

invasion of privacy and cause for chaos and upheaval in the lives 

of Americans abroad. 

 

[When I renounced, I felt] relief, joy, freedom. 

The experience was uneventful. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: Ohio The visit to the US embassy in Ottawa (Mordor on the Ottawa 

River) went fairly smoothly. The people I dealt with ran the 

gamut from polite to friendly. The only hitch came after I'd paid 

the $2350 fee, when I was told that the Consul had been called 

away to a meeting and would be back in about forty minutes. 

Forty minutes came and went and I was starting to have fears of 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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having to return for a second appointment, but he eventually 

showed up. 

 

He asked me why I was renouncing and I said something to the 

effect of "I moved to Canada in 1970 and have lived, worked 

and raised my family here. I'm turning 70 next month and don't 

think I'll ever return to the States to live. Life is just simpler with 

only one nationality." He seemed happy with that answer. 

 

The Consul then asked me if I was familiar with the items on 

DS-4081. I replied that I was and he gave me two copies of the 

form to sign. He then asked me to read and sign the Oath of 

Renunciation, explained that I could use the receipt of my fee 

until the CLN came when crossing the border and I was done. 

 

The letter that gave me my appointment time seemed to imply 

that all I needed to document my citizenships were the two 

passports, but to be on the safe side, I brought a birth certificate, 

my "Commemoration of Canadian Citizenship", and my 

Canadian Citizenship card. They made copies of all of them. 

 

My strongest emotion was relief that the whole process was 

finally over. I felt a little bit of sadness that the possibility of 

living in the US was closed to me but as a former Vietnam war 

resister, any love that I might have felt for the US was destroyed 

decades ago. 
 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I had to close my investment account in the US about 10 years 

ago and move it here. The financial firms and banks here require 

me to sign documents related to US taxation. I haven't e enough 

lived in the US since 1987!!! I feel I have no control over 

anything, they're always after my money!!! 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Medicare and other public benefits 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado I am frustrated that I have no US income but still have to be 

bound to a country where I do not live. I have absolutely zero 

benefits from the US but still have to report my other country's 

income. My investments and old age pension will ultimately 

pose a taxation problem during retirement. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  We do not yet have children but have had discussions about not 

declaring their births and letting them (the children) decide when 

they turn 16. My fiance understands my frustration with the US 

tax code, but also wants our children to be proud of their 

heritage. 

 

With regards to joint accounts; there have been many times 

where we should have opened a joint account (e.g. For 

household expenses) but did not want to open one so that my 

income isn't made available to the IRS. My fiance has also 

become frustrated that she cannot open a TFSA (tax free savings 

account) as it is not recognized by the US and would be taxed as 

income. This will negatively impact our retirement savings and 

complicates planning our retirement. 

 

I would like to see both policies altered or repealed so that my 

partner can benefit from tax-free accounts in Canada and so that 

my partner and I can hold joint accounts without the IRS 

learning about my income. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have retained [name] to prepare and file my US tax forms and 

will continue doing so. His service is exceptional and he has my 

complete trust. I am content with the current US tax laws as they 

apply to me. 

 

This was an interesting survey. I hope the people who desire 

changes in the US tax laws are successful. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Abolish FATCA. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see the US follow the lead of other countries and 

not require onerous tax and FBAR filing for overseas citizens 

who are just trying to live their everyday lives and take care of 

their finances. I am penalized financially and experience 

significant stress because I am a US citizen, despite the fact that 

I do not make enough income to have to pay tax in the US and 

do not receive the benefits that a residential citizen does. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I need to have FATCA repealed and US taxation stopped. I 

didn't mind filing my yearly 1040, and have done so for the last 

40 years. If necessary, I will do that, although it is stupid. 

It is all the extortion and criminal penalties that FATCA has 

brought. It has created a culture of fear. And as a woman, who 

has to hide her meager investments under her husband's name, it 

is demeaning and makes me vulnerable. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
These policies should only apply to citizens living outside of the 

US with US assets, and US taxes, FBAR and FATCA should 

only apply to US assets.  Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I am waiting for the US to release me from this horrible 

situation. I don't want their citizenship. The cost of dumping the 

US citizenship amounts to a head tax, forced because of the US 

government's tax and other policies. I want them to honour the 

human right to live in another country without punishment. The 

US needs to stop regarding those living outside their borders as 

tax residents. We already pay taxes where we live, no one wants 

to be double taxed, nor should we be subject to financial 

restrictions which interfere with our home country's financial 

incentives. We are not criminals just because we live outside the 

US border, FBAR and FATCA should not apply. US laws need 

to stop at their borders, no country should be enforcing 

extraterritorial laws. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado I'd like the policies to take into account taxation in the country of 

residence not just on income tax. 

 

I'd like to be able to open a savings account in a country in 

which I reside without fear of the account being frozen by the 

US. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Idaho As an American citizen, I am required to file US income tax 

every year - even if there is no financial connection with the US 

during the calendar year. We have also just barely hit the 

reporting threshold for filing the FBAR. I file one every year just 

to be safe. It would be awesome to have the US switch to a 

residency-based tax system. I would have no issue with filing 

US taxes if I was conducting business in the US, or living in the 

US part of the year. Also, having to file the FBAR is an 

infringement on privacy and it should be discontinued. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa My understanding is that all this reporting is to catch people 

hiding money in offshore accounts. So I pay $1000+ a year to 

prove I'm not one of them with my paltry $1500 in savings. 

Without the expensive filing fees because I'm an American 

abroad, I could have 5-10x that much. My investment and 

business options are severely limited compared to other 

Americans and Canadians.  

 

Taxes are about contributing one's share to the infrastructure 

they use every day. I cannot understand the taxation 

requirements for a nonresident that has no intention of moving 

back to the US at any point. Not out of animosity for the US, but 

because my spouse had the better job/benefits and we like where 

we live. 

 

I would like the US to start taxing on residency and focus on tax 

evaders in the US instead of those of living normal lives, paying 

our taxes in our country of residence, and who have $0 US 

returns. 

 

I just want to say thank you for looking into this. I don't know 

the exact goal or what will come of it, but it is nice to know that 

someone somewhere is noticing how difficult this system makes 

the lives of people leading simple lives. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Americans abroad should only file taxes where they live if they 

have no US income. Fbar threshold filing should be eased for 

under certain valuations. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York These policies are a pain in the butt; ordinary citizens like us are 

suspected of tax avoidance shenanigans while large corporations 

& the very wealthy exploit loopholes to great benefit. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I would like to see CBT, FATCA and the FBARS abolished 

altogether. I would like Canada to stick up its middle finger at 

the US and stop enforcing their stupid laws and policies. I would 

like Canada to protect its tax paying, law abiding, citizens and 

residents. I would like to see some kind of regulations governing 

the knowledge disseminated and fees charged by experts. I 

would like the renunciation process to be less expensive and less 

daunting (I know I’m dreaming on that one) in short, I would 

just like the US to f*** right off, and let us live our lives. I 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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would like the US to get out of my life and my head. I don’t live 

there. I never will. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wyoming Simply put, the tax policies addressed by this survey are punitive 

and unnecessary, and I would like to see them repealed. I have 

no problem paying my fair share of taxes, but retroactive and 

double taxation alongside policies that effectively prohibit 

entrepreneurship and many legitimate investments make it 

nearly impossible to progress in my career as a US citizen based 

abroad. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Stop chasing after low-income people. Don't make us pay for 

accountants, further lowering our income, just to end up with $0 

tax owed in the US. If you insist on our filing, please 

significantly simplify the process - give us an exemption to file 

rather than a complicated process (this applies to US taxation, 

FBAR and FATCA).  

 

I am willing to give up my right to vote in order to stop having 

to report any income, savings, etc. to the USA.  

 

I need to keep my citizenship because my entire family live there 

and I may be needed to care for my parents one day. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I would like to see removal of FBAR and FATCA as well as a 

move to residency-based taxation. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida A lot of these problems would go away if the US were to stop 

imposing its tax code on the tax residents of other countries who 

earn no income in the US. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see taxation based on residency like the rest of 

the world. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois FBAR and FATCA impose onerous reporting requirements on 

law-abiding taxpayers. FBAR and FATCA requirements should 

be imposed on US residents only. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana Bullying foreign banks into complying with FATCA is wrong 

and puts them in difficult and unnecessary situations. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan It is my hope that policies be enacted where people like myself 

who year after year owe no taxes to the U.S. be freed from 

having to submit returns and FBARs. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan I do not wish to ask for any special benefits or rights that other 

Canadians are not entitled to. When I became a Canadian citizen 

the citizenship judge told me that I had all of the rights and 

freedoms as any Canadian. That was true until the cowardly 

government of Canada caved to US demands and threw 

thousands of Canadians like myself under the bus. 

 

I will spend the rest of my life in Canada. The Brock group has 

raised nearly $800,000 from people like me for our court case. 

We still need to raise more money to continue our court case and 

have our Charter rights restored.  

 

Meanwhile, the government of Canada has an unlimited supply 

of taxpayer funds some of which were paid by those of us 

directly affected to keep fighting against us in court trying to 

justify their stripping us of our rights that are guaranteed to all 

Canadians.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota I would like to see that the US releases its citizens who live 

overseas from having to file yearly tax forms. Primarily, I would 

hope to see that the US immediately moves to adopt Residence 

based taxation and that it releases from any penalties and past or 

future filing obligations those who could be considered to be an 

Accidental American. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Simply put, either the US adopts a Residence Based tax system 

and eliminates FBAR and FATCA reporting or I am done with 

this country. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania To stop requiring me to file US tax forms. The only people that 

are getting my money having to file are the accountants. If I had 

any assets or liabilities in the United States, I would file. The 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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United States needs to change the law to Resident Base Taxation 

just like every other country in the world except for Eritrea.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Get rid of citizen-based taxation. I pay taxes in my country of 

residence and have no financial accounts or attachment to the 

USA. It is a considerable expense to have to file a US tax return 

every year as my pension income is very small and I don’t owe 

any US tax. Imposing a tax on sale of a home in Canada is 

wrong and taxing some business owners is just plain wrong. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The United States' imposition of its tax regime on me, as I live 

and work in Canada, is unfair. It forces me to file two tax returns 

every year, limits the investment products I can use in my 

country of residence, and forces me to disclose information 

about my financial life that should be private. 

 

Look at the FBAR form's name -- FinCEN 114. What does 

FinCEN stand for? Financial CRIMES Enforcement Network. 

 

It might be a CRIME, having a bank account in Canada. That is 

ridiculous and insulting. But every year, there I am...going 

through my financial records and telling the US all about my 

account balances throughout the year. People living in the US 

don't have to do that...why do I? Oh, just because I chose to live 

in another country. 

 

What I would like to see happen is RESIDENCY-BASED 

TAXATION, just like every other country in the world other 

than Eritrea. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut These foreign account and tax laws should apply only to US 

residents.  

 

At the very least, you should not have to file reports or pay taxes 

on the accounts or companies you have in your COUNTRY OF 

RESIDENCE. 

 

I live in Canada. I should be allowed to start by own Canadian 

business without worrying about US taxes and filing. That is the 

minimum. 

 

Ideally, US citizens should not have to file any complicated 

reports or pay any taxes on their local income. My Canadian 

income should not even be reportable or taxable to the IRS. The 

complexity is simply unimaginable, and every tax person I've 

found online has a different opinion about how the IRS treats 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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various Canadian social programs, company types, account 

types etc. EVEN THE IRS DOESN'T KNOW! It's insanity!  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like the US to follow the lead of other countries and 

require US expats to declare and pay taxes based on their 

residency. If I had real estate in the US, I feel it is fair for me to 

declare it and pay any income tax or capital gains, if necessary. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am fully compliant in submitting FBAR and FATCA. 

However, the time, effort, and expense involved is ridiculous. 

The process adds no benefit to me or the US. The penalties for 

not submitting or for making a mistake are draconian and 

designed to confiscate our hard-earned wealth. It adds to stress, 

cost and time. Requiring Americans who live and earn abroad to 

submit FATCA and FBAR should be stopped immediately!!!! 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Base US taxes on country of residence not citizenship. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Wisconsin I only ask for residence-based taxation. I'm a little guy. Don't 

make my existence more miserable than it has to be. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Born outside and never lived in US I’m desperate to have the nonresident requirement to file tax 

returns removed. I would like to lead a normal financial life 

based on the tax system of the country where I live, which is not 

a tax haven. In the very least allowing people to stop filling, who 

haven’t lived in the US ever or not for many years. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The U.S. should modernize their tax system to be one of 

residential based taxation, like the rest of the world. This would 

recognize that in a global world, punitive measures taken against 

citizens living abroad are counterproductive, bad for the U.S. 

and bad for its citizens. It's an isolationist attitude and one that 

hits unduly hard on low- and middle-income folks, who don't 

have access to the mechanisms that the truly wealthy use to 

manage the problem. It leaves Americans at a disadvantage in 

comparison to other citizens, less able to live international lives 

and own businesses abroad, less free to buy and sell their house, 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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marry whom they want, or even save for their children's 

education. It turns American citizenship into a liability. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see extraterritorial taxation ended and replaced 

with a taxation regime that finds actual tax dodgers and not 

ordinary Americans with modest incomes. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa Just go to residency-based taxation. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I would like the US to adopt residency-based taxation like the 

rest of the world. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Tax-based citizenship should end. It is grossly unfair.  

 

FATCA is a huge overreach and breach of privacy. 

 

It is disgusting that we have to pay to renounce to avoid this 

unfair double tax system. I don’t think it should apply to anyone, 

but the fact that it applies to millions of people who are just 

trying to make a living (not wealthy) is grossly unfair. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I would like to see country where I live as a citizen be the only 

country I pay taxes to. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I would like to see the US laws change to resident-based 

taxation. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We would like to live peaceably, not worry about how tax 

saving investments or retirement pensions will be affected by 

US taxation. We do pay taxes, in the country we live in, where 

we work and where we are citizens.  

 

I would like to see territorial based taxation. Period. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Be like everyone else and tax based on residency and not 

citizenship. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The pain does not seem to justify the $5-10 dollars I owe the US 

treasury each year! I would like to stop filing taxes as a citizen 

living overseas without receiving any income from US sources, 

and I would like to stop filing FBAR forms. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am current on all my obligations, but I would like to see CBT, 

and allow Americans overseas to have a financial life, save for 

our kids’ education and our retirement in the same way that our 

neighbours can in our country of residents. I would also like to 

see the end of taxing social benefits. Just because the US has no 

social benefits to speak of, doesn't mean they should steal other 

countries'.  

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan The US needs to eliminate all extra-territorial tax reaches, 

including FATCA reporting. It is indefensible the number of 

innocent people who are affected, sometimes substantially both 

economically and psychologically. If the US wants people to be 

proud of their citizenship, they need to remove these barriers to 

life overseas. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
FATCA should be repealed or changed to only apply to people 

who live in the USA. 

 

The USA should change to residence-based taxation. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia The US should not tax citizens who live abroad. We already pay 

taxes in the country in which we live and derive little to no 

benefit for being US citizens. The IRS should be spending time 

taxing citizens that live within the US and ensuring that their 

assets, regardless of where they are held, are taxed appropriately. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US 
[I would like to see these policies] eliminated - to become the 

same as other countries and tax on income generated by 

residents of the US on their US generated income. Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Residency or territorial-based taxation, we need this. 
Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The US tax system is administratively overly burdensome, 

results in huge tax preparation costs, and is generally unfair to 

expats. We are penalized for living overseas; and we get nothing 

in return for such a system other than harassment and badgering. 

 

I would like to see the US move to a residence-based taxation 

system, just like most other countries (with the exception of 

Eritrea, North Korea, and the US). While that may be unlikely, 

that is my hope. Failing that, I would like to see the burdens and 

penalty-like tax rules for US expats to be lifted. It is ironic and 

hypocritical to me that the US was a country founded on 

combatting the notion of taxation without representation, but 

that is exactly the system to which the US subjects its expats. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana These rules need to be changed and stop taxing anyone because 

of citizenship. It is where you live and enjoy benefits that should 

count.  

 

I was raised believing the US was the greatest nation on earth. I 

now believe that is totally untrue. I am glad to live in another 

country and it is important to support whatever country we find 

ourselves in. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York CBT cause weeks of compliance work for me personally and 

give the US no additional tax revenue - the only tax properly due 

in my case is normally covered by withholding taxes. It is not 

good policy. 

 

FATCA is basically a witch hunt, with nothing to show so far. It 

is absurd and the US would not tolerate this behavior from any 

other country (and does not - no reciprocation with FATCA). 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I hope a serious effort is taken to eliminate worldwide taxation 

filing requirements. As ex-pat American's our representation in 

Government is ridiculously minimal. Our needs and concerns 

are marginalized as if we do not matter. But our moneys are oh 

so important as to be taxed-tied with excessive filing 

requirements beyond most people's understanding. The filing 

burden needs to be simplified reducing redundant disclosures. 

FATCA should be repealed. We already file taxes in our new 

home country. We are not tax criminals, yet we are viewed that 

way. Hence all this filing. Too burdensome. It really is. 

Resident of: Canada 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Texas  
I was born in the US, only available travel document to leave 

was a US passport, no SSN was applied for and I lived in the 

Cayman Islands for my entire life. I’ve had one bank account 

shut due to my US status and have had to spent over 5 figures on 

trips to embassies and mainland us to try and get a SSN, then I 

will incur professional services costs, plus despite no implicit 

taxation here on income our cost of living is substantially more 

than living in the US so imposing a tax burden on me is not only 

unreasonable but then pushes me into poverty. 

 

[I] absolutely hate [being an Accidental American], feel 

ostracized and hate the connection, implications and being 

associated to a country and pushes liberty for all while taking it 

away from people who are “connected” to the country but don’t 

live there, citizenship based taxation must end. 

Resident of: Cayman Islands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

CHILE 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have spent so much money to be tax compliant and am 

constantly worried as if to tax filings and information 

submission is correct. 

 

We were surprised when we became aware that we had to file 

taxes in the US (early 2000), but we became very concerned 

when we found out that I had to report my business' financials 

through form 5471 (in 2010) and file fBar... and pay SS tax on 

occasional freelance work my wife had done in the past (we've 

never had plans to move to the US and are on a foreign 

retirement system). We ended up getting in debt to pay PWC to 

get us up to date (we couldn't find anyone else affordable at that 

Resident of: Chile 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 



 
 

163 
 

time) plus paying SS taxes for several years past with fines... We 

felt we had to do the right thing but in the end it has been a 

source of constant fear, knowing whether we're doing things 

correctly. 

 

We're always afraid that we might make a mistake and get in 

trouble. We feel like we can't really take money out of our 

business because we'll end up spending more and more on taxes 

in our country and in the US. 

 

We have to pay taxes on the money we get out of our business, 

but then additionally pay personal US taxes on that same money. 

In the end the effective tax paid on the gross earnings exceeds 

50%, when you add it all up. 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Traditionally I feel like I don't have access to the money my 

business makes because by the time I get the money in my 

pocket I have paid out over 50% in taxes from the original gross 

corporate earning I had. My local corporate tax, then my 

personal income tax when I take the money out of the company, 

then personal income tax in the US. When I came to knowledge 

(4/18) of the transition tax and Gilti tax, I calculated that my 25 

year old business would disappear in 3 to 4 years, eating up all 

the assets and everything we had built up. Fortunately once the 

guidance (due to the efforts of many) started to show up, things 

gradually started to look a little better, but initially as the tax 

laws were intended I spent nine months in distress and had to 

change many things in my life to attempt to prepare for the 

doom that was to come. We spent many thousands of dollars 

plus so much time trying to figure out what to do and how to do 

it. From April 2018 to the end of 2018 we were miserable. By 

the second quarter of 2019 when Gilti guidance was becoming 

evident we were relieved because our country has higher 

corporate tax rates than the US so we wouldn't be impacted by 

Gilti. 

Resident of: Chile 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I think that the US should have residence-based taxation and 

thus exempt US citizens that live abroad and whose businesses 

serve their local market, from FBAR and FATCA. 

Resident of: Chile 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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CHINA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I need to file FBAR every year but do not see the purpose. 

I am not a high earner and just trying to live a normal life. 

The threat of penalties from FBARs literally keeps me awake at 

night. 

Resident of: China 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I cannot plan for my retirement or estate planning.  
Resident of: China 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am unable to sell or refinance my main residence as I will be 

eligible for CGT in the US even though I won't be in my host 

country. In terms of refinancing my house, I am unable to do so 

as I will be taxed heavily by the IRS as per their rules it will 

seek to have shown that I made a large windfall on the exchange 

rate... when I bought my house the pound was much higher to. 

the dollar but now it's fallen so the IRS will tax me on that 

'income' - on a house and loan that in no way has ever touched 

the US. The same is true should I pay off the mortgage. 

Resident of: China 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

COLOMBIA 
 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah When opening bank accounts, sometimes it's easier to not 

include US citizen information mostly because it's a relatively 

new thing for Colombian bank accounts. 

Resident of: Colombia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan There needs to be an easier way to file taxes for those of us who 

are living abroad but clearly under the amount required to pay 

taxes. 

Resident of: Colombia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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COTE D’IVOIRE 
Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado I don't file US taxes and have decided to stay away from any US 

jurisdiction while the situation lasts. 

 

When you're primarily a citizen of another country, it does not 

make sense to invest time and resources into understanding a 

foreign tax system. So I never filed anything, while way below 

the threshold, because of transaction costs. In my current 

situation, expat from both my home country and the US, the 

situation has gotten more complex since I'm tax exempt for my 

home country, but not from the US. The potential deductions 

from my home country taxations do not apply anymore and put 

me in a difficult situation. 

Resident of: Côte d'Ivoire 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado Exclusion from banks, 2013 or so. I had to switch twice from 

banks that now deny me investment products because I'm a US 

person.  

 

 

Resident of: Côte d'Ivoire 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Colorado Another issue with the concept of US person is that some 

attributes cannot be hidden (place of birth in the US) while 

others can (green card holder, residency in the US,...). This 

results in differential treatment of us persons in the application if 

fatca by third parties. So as much as I try to hide - without lying- 

my US citizenship, as a dual citizen, I'm at a disadvantage 

compared to other types of us persons, since my place of birth is 

public data. 

Resident of: Côte d'Ivoire 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Extra steps in opening a Czech bank account, stress in knowing 

whether or not to file US taxes based on our low income in the 

States and abroad, unclear information. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
The basic principle of it: None of my other expat friends have to 

deal with this, and it's frustrating to have my finances subject to 

the IRS when they aren't in any way connected to the US. I feel 

it will be difficult to make investments in the future because of 

this, and I'm also worried about my children having to deal with 

this (despite never living in the US). 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
This is hell. 

 

I can't plan for the future, and doing finances with my foreign 

partner is a nightmare. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I can’t get married to my partner because of US tax laws. 
Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I've lived overseas for 2 years and both times I've filed taxes 

during that time, I have been stressed about completing them. 

The process was unclear and I had to ask my husband for help - 

it frustrated him and put a strain on our day. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
In Europe there are stock opportunities available to people, but I 

cannot participate because of the tax implications of being a US 

citizen. Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I do my own taxes to the best of my ability because the 

minimum for an accountant is nearly USD 400, though I'm not 

sure they are done correctly or to the highest standards. I don't 

currently owe taxes because I don't earn enough, but am 

conscious of the effects should I start to earn more (or heaven 

forbid, grow my small business). My husband and I have 

complicated money arrangements because we aren't willing to 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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have a joint bank account, given the requirement to report (and 

because he is a NRA and shouldn't have his income included in 

US disclosures). Our children are still young but I also worry 

about the financial implications for them once they start earning 

income, especially if they never live or work in the US. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
It is difficult to find accountants who are familiar with 

international tax laws, and because of this I almost spent over 

$1,000 in social security tax that I didn't, in fact, have to pay. 

Luckily I figured this out on my own beforehand, but it still 

could have happened. Generally frustrated with these laws, as 

we're the only country that subjects its citizens to this. Makes me 

apprehensive about my future finances and assets. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It's very frustrating to have to file my taxes where I'm 

living/working (Czech Republic) and the United States. Also, 

the process for filling for the US from abroad is unclear. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It is very costly to have my taxes prepared by a professional 

especially since I owe no taxes. It is also difficult to meet 

FATCA requirements because I had 2 accounts and I have to 

pull a daily account balance and add them up and find the 

highest amount because my accounts are over 10,000.00 US 

dollars by a small amount. The 10k threshold is ridiculous. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey It's frustrating. Having to move money back and forth between 

my husband's accounts and mine to cover joint expenses (which 

make up the majority) but to avoid his savings being reported 

and/or my account balance to become too high. It's needless 

extra steps and money management. We have also avoided 

opening savings accounts for our children so they will not have 

to report the balance. Everything is in my husband's name, 

which concerns me. Should something happen to him, I don't 

know when and to what extent I would have access to our 

money. Or if I would face taxation of money which I technically 

shouldn't. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida So many problems trying to find someone to talk to with the 

time difference and figuring out international postage for tax 

paperwork. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
[The IRS’s] online system is a travesty. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As a low income person without investments and until recently 

with a steady income from a business & teaching i have no 

problem with either US or Czech tax systems. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like to see taxation of US citizens abroad be abolished 

or only exist for those making a large income. Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I'd like to join the rest of the reasonable world and get rid of 

double taxation and exit taxes. 
Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to only file taxes in the country where I live. I pay 

taxes here, so it seems unnecessary to me to have to file in the 

US as well. It also prevents me from buying property here 

because I will be penalized by the US system if I do. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Simply, I would like to see the end of citizenship-based taxation. 

United States tax policy should align with best practice of 

virtually every other country in the world and adopt territorial-

based taxation. 

Resident of: Czech Republic 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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DENMARK 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have had to hire tax US expat professionals multiple times over 

the 18 years that I have lived outside the USA. Typical prices 

range between $800 and $1600 for these services, even when no 

tax is owed. 

 

In the years when I have not hired professional help, I have 

typically spent two full days doing my own taxes. By contrast, it 

takes less than an hour to do my local taxes, and the only reason 

it takes that long is because I have to report my US bank and 

retirement accounts. 

 

As a result of the cost and frustration of dealing with this, and 

the fear of horrendous FATCA/FBAR penalties if I make a 

mistake, I have rearranged our finances to place most joint assets 

in my wife's name only, as she is not a US citizen. This includes 

our home, our stock portfolio, and ownership of the business that 

we started together. 

 

In terms of the emotional toll of all this, it has been a source of 

immense stress and frustration every year. I only hope that with 

these new changes to my finances, that it will be easier in the 

future. 

 

Three years ago I became a dual citizen. Prior to that I could not 

even consider renouncing my US citizenship. Now that is a 

definite possibility, but I am still holding out hope that things 

will change due to the increased visibility of these issues, and 

the efforts of groups like this to raise awareness. Keep up the 

fight! 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
1. I have been living outside of the US for the last 50 years, do 

not possess any address or assets on US soil, and do not 

understand why I should have to declare my European income to 

US authorities. It is extremely stressing. 

 

2. I also object to my "foreign" bank accounts (necessary for my 

life here) being surveyed by IRS and FinCEN. 

 

3. It is difficult for a lay person to understand and comply with 

US tax declarations. I don't earn enough money to afford an 

international lawyer to fill out the forms correctly. I was fined 

one year because of an error on one of my declaration sheets.  

 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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4. I have consistently avoided investments that could have made 

my IRS declaration forms more complicated or lead to US 

taxation.  

 

5. Because of US taxation, I cannot have my name on any family 

assets (house, car, etc) or joint bank accounts with my foreign 

national husband. 

 

6. Encouraged by the Embassy, I declared my children at birth, 

and now feel deep guilt about having sold them to US taxation 

slavery. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I have worried about how US tax regulations will interfere with 

my wholly foreign business activities in my wholly foreign place 

of residence. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I moved abroad in 2018 and am trying to build my career and 

plan for retirement, wherever that may be and the tax restrictions 

on investments make that difficult. It’s very frustrating to not be 

able to integrate better into the financial system of my new 

country because of tax issues from the US. I pay a lot to have a 

professional do my taxes out of fear I’ll get something wrong 

and have major issues later on. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Much time is required to complete IRS tax forms.  

 

I have assets held as cash. I do not invest in mutual funds, 

because of US tax rules and tax rules of my country of residence.  

 

I would like to invest in mutual funds in my country of 

residence. I avoid buying any foreign mutual funds or shares in 

foreign investment funds in excess of USD 25,000, because 

higher holdings require US reporting on shares held in Passive 

Foreign Investment Companies (PFIC). PFICs include foreign 

mutual funds or shares in foreign investment funds that invest in 

stocks, bonds or both. 

 

Preparation of Form 8621 requires collection of massive 

amounts of data and the form has to be prepared by an 

experienced professional. Form 8621 has to be filed every year, 

even if there was no income generated by the fund or the owner 

did not sell it.  

 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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US mutual funds or shares in investment funds that invest in 

stocks, bonds or both are OK for US tax. Every year they send 

data and instructions on how to complete the necessary IRS 

forms. 

 

However, problems with another country’s tax can come up, 

when reporting income from them that comes from US mutual 

funds or shares in US investment funds that invest in stocks, 

bonds or both.  
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I spend 2-3 days each year navigating usa taxes and never pay 

anything (except my time) since My tax burden is higher in 

country of residence. It’s not just my time wasted, but also all 

the IRS employees that need to touch this. 

 

Even worse is the FBAR requirements since the ca 2011 decrees 

that all foreign institutions need to report US citizen bank 

accounts. I’ve been had my bank account frozen and closed. 

Most US banks don’t want clients with overseas addresses and 

absolutely do not want to help with investments. This has been a 

big obstacle and has limited my opportunities financially. The 

only US institutions I work with are the ones I had when I left 

the USA 29 years ago. That is ridiculous. 

 

It doesn’t make sense to bear a tax burden in The US when all 

Income and expenses are incurred outside of US. There should 

not be a double tax burden. 

 

US policies should not make it difficult for US institutions to 

work with Americans. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I was kicked out as a customer of Nordnet Bank (Denmark) due 

to being American. Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Two banks have denied me service because I am a US citizen. 

They explained their reasoning to me plainly. I have been living 

as an expat for over 2 years without local banking support, 

which makes life harder. It's frustrating and contributes to a 

sense that I will never be able to integrate fully here. I only 

learned about FATCA after experiencing these denials. It was a 

slap in the face by the US that I did not expect. It is 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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embarrassing to know that when I enter a bank in my country of 

residence, workers understandably discriminate against me as a 

"problem" American that they'll have to turn away. As a legal 

tax-paying and voting resident where I live outside the US, it's 

humiliating to be interrogated by a bank as to my nationality, 

and to "admit" being an American, and to then receive my 

eventual rejection as a consequence. 

 

The victims of FATCA are not "fat cats". They are skinny alley 

cats trying to survive slamming doors. 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Due to FATCA and FBAR, I cannot have access to my foreign 

husband's bank accounts. All assets are in his name. This 

situation is common and can be dangerous for American women 

married abroad. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California We moved ownership [of our] company to my wife, [who is not 

a US citizen]. [Otherwise], the US would tax me for holding 

shares in a foreign controlled corporation. 

 

This is of course only possible because I am married to a non-

US citizen, and I trust her. It's not a viable strategy for everyone. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Never lived in US As an Irish citizen born in Ireland, I have a bank account in my 

own country since I was much younger (the account is now 25+ 

years old). I have not disclosed to them that I am also technically 

an American citizen because I am terrified they will close my 

account. I cannot comply with the requirement to give an SSN or 

TIN as there is no FBU in my current country of residence. I 

would like to renounce my citizenship but I cannot do that either 

as renunciations are on hold for 7+ months now. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American who has 

never lived in US  
I am an accidental American, born to an American father in 

Ireland. 

 

I have great fear of the American government taking my 

(extremely small) savings away from me in penalties due to 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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"non-compliance" but I cannot actually comply! Citizen 

renunciations have been closed since March 2020. And if I 

wanted to get a SSN and try to comply that way, I can't - as there 

is no FBU in my country of residence and I cannot travel due to 

corona. 

 

I have always payed my taxes in my home country. I have never 

earned enough to need to pay any taxes to America. I have never 

received any benefit from American citizenship.  

 

The whole thing takes a huge toll on me in terms of anxiety. I 

have saved the renunciation fee (a whole month's wages for me) 

but now can't take any steps towards freeing myself. It's 

exhausting. 

 

[I feel] despair. It feels like a trap I cannot get out of. I cannot 

really get on with my financial life (eg. pension, mortgage, etc) 

until I have managed to get rid of US citizenship.... and at the 

moment that is not possible (due to corona, the embassy has 

been closed to renunciations for 7+ months). 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I called IRS a few times to ask about specific tax rules and 

procedures. Their advice was useful.  

 

IRS had an excellent international tax law assistance service for 

international taxpayers. In 2015, IRS cancelled it. The service 

enabled taxpayers to send a question to IRS and get an e-mail 

reply. The question could be specific to the taxpayer's situation 

and the replies were useful and came from IRS’s lawyers, which 

made their advice reliable.  

 

IRS closed their Paris office and the office in London does not 

give taxpayer assistance. The office in Frankfurt is no longer 

listed as being open by IRS on-line.  

 

I have found IRS's general information to be of limited 

usefulness for specific tax issues. IRS has a home page, Help 

with Tax Questions - International Taxpayers and an Interactive 

Tax Assistant (ITA). It is a tool that provides only answers to 

general tax law questions and not specific questions that apply to 

one’s situation. General searches can be made by entering 

“INTERNATIONAL TAXPAYERS” in the search box on the 

IRS home page.  

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Email with representatives in USA and telephone with 

representatives in Norway.  

 

Difficult to achieve clarity (maybe it’s that way for everyone and 

that’s why there is a whole industry built around tax advice). 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I managed to have a short meeting with an IRS representative in 

the Embassy about 10 years ago. He was helpful in explaining 

that my government (distribution) pension was not taxed. Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The IRS expects me to comply with the system as a taxpayer, 

but denies me access to my online account, because I am out of 

the country. I have spent hours on the phone trying to resolve the 

"access denied" problem, but it is not a technical issue. It's an 

insidious policy issue that forces expats like me to perform 

blind-folded contortions in order to comply with unfair, 

inhumane, expensive, and ultimately unworthy rules. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California The whole situation makes me like the US less. 
Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Super stressful the penalty sizes, filing requirements and it's hard 

to escape with the fee and emotionally and due to possible 

consequences. Due to covid it isn't possible to book renunciation 

appointments in Denmark since June 2020. 

 

It needs to stop as it's too stressful and limiting on freedom of a 

financial life. Will have to renounce if FATCA or CBT isn't 

changed soon. Also, the renunciation fee should be reduced. 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see the US stop its anachronistic system of 

citizenship-based taxation. This is the only real solution for the 

exceptional burdens that have been placed on expat citizens. It is 

also the morally correct solution, as there is little to no benefit 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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conferred on citizens abroad that would justify such taxation and 

related compliance costs. 
 

Comment   
Never lived in US I would like to see it easier to renounce citizenship for accidental 

Americans. Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Taxation of diaspora through Citizen-Based Taxation (CBT) is 

only practiced by the US and Eritrea (but the comparison is 

unfair to this tiny, poor country). The international norm is 

Residence-Based Taxation (RBT), which is the only fair income 

tax. I would like the US to join the rest of the world and adopt 

RBT.  

 

Or, at very least, remove non-resident Americans (both citizens 

and Accidentals) from the definition of who must report to IRS 

and FinCEN ! 

Resident of: Denmark 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

ESTONIA 
Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Four years ago (aprx.), I received a letter from my bank (LHV, 

Estonia) that my pension account (2nd pillar compulsory, and 

3rd pillar voluntary contribution) would be liquidated owing to 

FATCA regulation. That would have left me with minimal 

pension benefits in a country I've now lived in for a decade. I 

escalated the matter over about a week and was able to convince 

them otherwise; it's not especially clear to me what changed 

their mind. 

 

At the same bank, I cannot make any investments. I shunt 

money to my wife annually, so that she could invest it on our 

behalf, in an account of her own name. 

 

Both of those notices arrived within a month of my having 

registered the birth of my first daughter with the US Consulate. I 

suddenly felt that I shouldn't have done that -- that by registering 

her existence with the US, I had condemned her to the same 

restrictions as I had. Unless she lies about her provenance, she 

may not be allowed into the system that I am on the threshold of 

being kicked out from. Her home will be Estonia, it's where all 

her family lives now. I was properly anguished on a daily basis 

about this for about three months. I've since decided that 14 

years is a long time -- perhaps the situation will change, and we 

should worry about it when she turns 18. 

Resident of: Estonia 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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This situation has also soured my perception of my US 

nationality. It became clear that US nationality brings one 

advantage (work market access) that I don't plan to use, and a 

dozen downsides (I am a net US taxpayer; I am unable to invest 

locally; I cannot live elsewhere in the EU and retain the freedom 

to renounce without penalty). I fantasize about renunciation -- 

not doing it only out of hope I wouldn't have to. I still have my 

parents in the US, and would like someday to be able live near 

them indefinitely to care for them if need be. 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I would like for the US to switch to residence-based taxation in 

effect (either by written law or by change in the definition of 

"US Resident"), and accordingly to eliminate any regulatory 

burdens from holding a US passport while living abroad. My 

daughter should have to hide nothing to access services 100% 

equal with her neighbors here in Estonia. 

 

I would be comfortable with a cool-off period, i.e. if you live 

outside the US for less than five years the citizenship-based rules 

still apply. Beyond five years, you'd be free. 

 

Estate tax for a US citizen abroad should also be much clearer. 

Right now I'm not sure what to prepare for. 

 

The above solved, I would be free of worry for myself or my 

daughters. 

Resident of: Estonia 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

FINLAND 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My only income is my salary, so I have filed US taxes every 

year, it has been quite straightforward with Foreign Earned 

Income Exclusion, at least if one files paper returns. I dread the 

day when I will have to file for some other income. I am only 

now reaching assets that I need to file FBAR and form 8938 for, 

and I am already running into problems with them. I also live in 

constant fear of backs closing my accounts. 

 

In all the 19 years that I have lived here, I have not owed IRS a 

cent. It has been purely a waste of time and effort, both my own 

and IRS's. 

 

The biggest problems are constant threats of denial of banking 

services because of FATCA, filing form 8938 correctly (I did 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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call the IRS and they tried their best to help me, but in the end 

even they didn't know how to list a coop apartment on the form), 

and figuring out the taxation implications of possible 

investments. 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Filing taxes is a costly process that must be repeated each year. 

Even though I owe no tax to the USA, and pay taxes in Finland, 

I still pay an effective tax of 1000 USD annually to comply with 

these requirements. 

 

[These policies are] a source of stress and it costs money that I 

don’t feel I should have to spend, just to prove I owe the IRS no 

money. This has cost me over 10,000 dollars and is itself a form 

of taxation.  

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My bank keeps threatening to close my account, and sends 

letters saying that the investment services are not available for 

Americans. I think the only reason it has not yet done so is the 

local anti-discrimination laws. This started soon after FATCA 

was enacted. 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It was a huge pain and very time consuming but it got me into 

compliance without additional fees. Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Due to contracting rules in many companies I cannot participate 

in some contracts due to my citizenship. Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I called IRS for guidance with the form 8938 a couple of months 

ago. I own a coop apartment whose value is approaching the 

filing threshold, and needed to know whether I need to list it on 

the form, and how. The IRS representative was very nice and 

spent a lot of time and effort trying to look it up, but in the end 

had no idea except "probably yes, don't know how". She 

recommended using a tax professional, but how can I trust that a 

tax professional knows how to do it right, if IRS itself doesn't? 

 

Despite the filing requirements the IRS form and especially 

online tools don't tend to take people living abroad into account. 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I had questions, I called, and the representative answered them. 

The process was smooth and effective. Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas There is something every year. Today I received yet another 

notice that we owed Taxes, postmarked in September and we are 

already late in payment- it arrived October 20. This happens 

often and is not covid related. We pay a lot of money to tax 

preparers. There’s just too much to put here- it’s overwhelming. 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am hoping for residency-based taxation, where an American 

who lives and earns money abroad doesn't have to file anything 

to IRS. 

 

Citizenship-based taxation was bad enough, but everything 

became much worse after FATCA. 

 

I would also like to remind politicians that leaving the country in 

order to live abroad is a human right, and any politician who 

makes doing so impossible or very difficult, or says things like 

"they can always come back to the US if they don't like it" isn't 

fit to hold public office anywhere outside North Korea. 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like to see the requirement for filing taxes reduced or 

eliminated for those of living in countries that have an effective 

state and income tax system.  

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California GET RID OF [CBT, FATCA, and FBAR]. Seriously - every 

other first world country has common sense taxation laws. I 

realise that even US citizens living IN the US have a horrible 

time filing taxes due to corporate greed and lobbying by tax prep 

companies to keep the tax filing process complex enough to 

require their services, but there is no good reason to tax US 

citizens on their worldwide income - especially since the vast 

majority of this is wasted effort given most people qualify for 

the FEIE or tax credits anyway. It's a huge waste of time and 

energy to all involved, including the IRS. 

 

There has been an ongoing but unsuccessful effort to pass the 

"Tax Fairness for Americans Abroad Act of 2018", and from the 

looks of things it doesn't seem this bill will pass any time soon, 

which is hugely disappointing. 

Resident of: Finland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

FRANCE 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York As my spouse is not American, filling out the FBAR paperwork 

and keeping track of this have been time consuming and 

stressful. 

 

I am particularly worried about earning more than $80,000 

overseas, holding assets overseas and estate tax consequences. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I live in constant apprehension over the possibility of having 

French bank accounts canceled due to FATCA. Filing FBAR 

forms for myself and my daughter is a yearly stressful ritual. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Stress is the emotion. When I retired I could no longer use the 

income exclusion and had to use the tax credit instead, but I had 

absolutely no idea how to do that and I had to seek professional 

help. 

 

And my husband does not appreciate being known to the IRS at 

all.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Extreme stress related to filing taxes from abroad. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 



 
 

180 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
My sole bank has recently asked for information concerning my 

place of birth. I have not responded. I share an account with my 

“foreign” spouse and am always worried about the investments 

he makes and how they might impact my US tax situation. I 

have no control over any of this, which really stresses me out. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I try always to comply to the best of my understanding. I fear 

that my meager assets could be double taxed and potentially lost 

for my successors. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I file my papers every year and have never had a problem, but 

would have had trouble with the GILTI requirements if they 

applied to me. It is an unreasonable source of stress and taxation, 

and the only reason I haven't had trouble with my bank is 

because I also have French citizenship so they cannot deny me 

an account. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I am tax compliant although it is a real headache to remain so, 

and to handle my mother’s US tax issues also (she lives in the 

U.K.). 

 

I unfortunately fell behind on FBAR last year as I was unable to 

submit on time due to illness, and then lost my job, and then 

went through a significant depression. I caught up with FBAR 

this year and files last year’s as well but am frankly living in fear 

of the consequences of late filing. I cannot afford the penalties!! 

 

I honestly fail to see what benefits I am supposedly gleaning 

through my American citizenship: I mainly see the penalties and 

stressors, and this is truly unfortunate as I didn’t use to feel this 

way about my home country. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida FBARs and FATCA is very stressful. I wish I did not have to do 

it. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I've lived outside of the US for a little over 16 years. The double 

taxation issue and its implications have been a persistent source 

of stress and worry for me. I have literally lost sleep over the 

years due to concerns over having incorrectly completed my tax 

returns. I've always used a very competent US-based CPA, but 

she is not an expert in both systems, and I have this nagging fear 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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that the filing has been done incorrectly and that penalties/fines 

could be imposed on me for even minor errors.  

 

I've finally found a Paris-based CPA knowledgeable in both 

systems and whose prices are reasonable, though they are 2.5 

times as expensive as the US-based CPA. Prior to identifying 

him, the quotes I received were in the 1,500€ to 1,650€ range. 

This is the absolute minimum that these CPAs charge for a 

simple US tax return & limited questions, - no PFIC reporting, 

no questions regarding the French tax return, etc. are included.  

 

The fear of incorrectly completing the tax return or holding an 

investment that might be prohibited has kept me from investing 

for retirement as I would have had I never left the US. I fear that 

any interest earned on a foreign investment could be offset by 

the exorbitant fees it would take to declare the interest (eg, PFIC 

reporting). 

 

I have access to a US-based financial planner, but his firm will 

no longer open new accounts/investments for me due to my 

status as a US person living abroad. Luckily they have not 

requested yet that I close the investments that I already have 

with them. 

 

I would also like to start my own business, but have completely 

put that idea to the side for the same reasons stated above. I'm 

worried about all of the extra filing of tax forms, paying experts 

high fees to advise me/complete the forms and potentially 

making mistakes for which I could be penalised down the road. 

 

If the US wants to tax its citizens worldwide, then I think the 

onus is on the IRS to make sure they have resources available to 

answer detailed questions, review tax returns, etc. for US 

citizens. I understand that there is no longer an IRS 

representative at the US Embassy. When I arrived in France, I 

spoke with this representative and his guidance was of limited 

utility. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
[I feel] fear/stress about any future bank loan transactions for me 

or my children. 

 

Every year my bank sends me a letter telling me they have 

disclosed the amount of my accounts to ??? because I am a "US 

person." 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York When applying for financial aid for my daughter's college 

education in the US, I found out to my complete amazement that Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 I had to file income statements in the US after living in France 

since my own college days. I contacted the IRS office at the US 

Embassy in Paris in a state if terror, having been informed I 

might have to pay huge penalties and fines. This was in 2009. I 

was referred to the Criminal Investigations Office in London and 

required to scan and send them paper copies of all my bank 

documents going back 6 years. It was a nightmare. The process 

took over a year and I was never given any document certifying 

that the investigation was complete, that I had not willfully 

withheld information and was innocent. Although I did not have 

to pay any fines or penalties, the process was grueling, 

extremely stressful and time-consuming. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I have retired and have financial constraints. Having to file US 

taxes is expensive and adds stress to my life. 

 

Having opened my foreign accounts 20 years ago, my bank just 

this year had me fill in a W9 form in order to comply with Fatca. 

This angered and stressed me out because I do not fully 

understand the implications of doing this and I am completely 

against the US imposing its laws on other nations. I also feel it is 

an invasion of my privacy not having lived there during the last 

2 decades. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am proud of my American heritage and culture in my family, 

but I feel threatened by its extraterritorial fiscal system which 

restrains my family’s ability to grow in Europe. My mother is 

also suffering from this system, a lot is stress for nothing in 

return, she pays a high fee every year for an accountant to help 

her file in her returns even though for years she has NEVER had 

to pay taxes to the US. This system adds unnecessary burden on 

small earning households, and she has contemplated several 

times to renounce her citizenship but it breaks her heart and it is 

also a very cumbersome and expensive process. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Our banker called our minor son 12 years ago (at age 15) to 

come to the bank right away, then asked him to sign the US 

person form. The fact that our bank can hold a list of American 

citizens is quite bothersome, what if they are hacked and takes 

our personal info because of our nationality. Also, there are too 

few US tax preparers in our city, compared to the need. They are 

doing them while being too tired and making mistakes that we 

have to find ourselves. My accountant is requiring us to send 

balance sheets for companies where my Non-resident alien 

husband is a major shareholder, to the US. This should be none 

of their business. In fact, other accountants do not require it, but 

ours says that they are interpreting the rules wrong. One of my 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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French bankers told me he would not ask me to fill out a US 

person form because his own French brother is a banker in the 

US, and personally affected by FATCA, which they both find to 

be unfair and ludicrous. When we don't owe taxes to the US, we 

should not be required to stress out every year to do the 

declarations. We already pay high taxes in France, and it takes 

time also to do the French tax declarations. Having to do both is 

stressful. 

 

My accountant said that Americans should be demonstrating 

against the transition tax and GILTI. It was stressful to learn that 

laws were passed retroactively. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [This situation is] very complicated and worrisome.  
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [I feel] stress, frustration, confusion, feeling taken advantage of, 

feeling treated unfairly. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: West Virginia My wife prepares our tax returns and it takes her probably close 

to 100 hours a year, and it costs us more than $10,000 in costs to 

an expert who helps her in the preparation of our tax returns. She 

gets stressed over the U.S. tax returns, and it is a cause of her 

losing sleep. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have a French PEA which I can keep but not trade within. I can 

take the money from gains in cash but I cannot change the stocks 

I have nor buy new ones. Only a month ago I took the cash but 

the account is still there and for all purposes dead. 

 

If my husband were to precede me in death and I wanted to sell a 

rental apartment we own I would end up paying large amounts 

to the US for taxes that either would not exist here or be lesser.  

The fact that I have lived in one country outside the US for the 

past fifty years and that I am treated like a pariah by my local 

banks due to their problems with FATCA stresses and enrages 

me. The US is unfair and unlawful in discriminating against its 

own citizens. I cannot wait for Citizen Based Tax to be revoked. 

It does too much harm to ordinary people by treating them like 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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crooks. FATCA has missed its target entirely. And truth be told 

since this is anonymous I am growing to dislike the States more 

and more day by day for the stress it has caused me in my life 

abroad. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have been franco american since 1970... I wanted to change 

banks but fear they would not accept me because of what I have 

heard. The tax forms are so complicated I pay an accountant to 

file for me when I have no taxes to pay (the rate here is a 

thousand euros). I am now going into retirement and find it very 

difficult to keep this up so I am now wondering if I should be 

obliged to let go of my American citizenship but then I HAVE to 

PAY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS... I FEEL TRAPPED. If I 

give up my citizenship they could ban me from coming to the 

States to visit my remaining family. It is a very uncomfortable 

situation.  

 

When you ask your bank for the info for money deposited in 

foreign bank accounts... they look at you as if you come from 

the moon. They pretend they cannot give the info required. (the 

most money that was held in the account during the year)  

 

USA used to be a friendly country and now it is becoming a 

menacing country, even at the embassy. Everyone looks at you 

with suspicion. Not nice. And they don't want you to go in 

person anymore. It has become very impersonal and this does 

not reflect the America I used to know.  

 

I appreciate your initiative and pray that you can promote 

change to make lives for Americans abroad easier and not tag us 

all as culprits to track. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia My new husband is afraid to open a joint account with me due to 

all of this.  

 

This taxation issue is the key reason that my husband has no 

desire to live in the United States or move to the United States 

and is also the center of our debates as to if we will apply for 

American citizenship for our future children.  

 

The American passport is now seen by many to be a yoke 

hindering advancement instead of a door of opportunity our 

parents and grandparents saw it to be. I am ashamed of our 

lawmakers for allowing this to continue and for camouflaging it 

to the general American public as being a good measure to 

prevent millionaires from avoiding taxation and hiding off shore 

bank accounts.  

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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We are exceedingly far from being millionaires, we are not 

avoiding or hiding anything, and yet we, the average Americans 

living abroad, are being financially punished for being American 

citizens. This is enraging, frustrating, and ultimately pitifully 

contrary to what our forefathers would have wanted. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I would like to be able to enjoy the same opportunities to invest 

as the French. I am risk averse and would stick to standard 

conservative instruments, but now I am limited. My tax return 

for a simple household with a retired husband and my translating 

business and financial accounts runs to over sixty pages! I would 

like to see greater simplicity, reporting-wise.  

 

Dealing with my American father's estate - what with financial 

institutions in the US not able to accept me and French banks not 

wild about dealing with an American - was not fun. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The US is the only country that considers global revenues and 

forces its citizens to report their foreign earned income. I find 

that insane and it is expensive to file both in the US and a 

foreign country.  

 

Very few tax professionals understand the double taxation and 

the ones who do are expensive and milk the situation. 

 

Also I find it intrusive that I have to report what I have in my 

financial accounts. I am certainly not rich and restarting my life 

so really all this trouble is unnecessary and the foreign banks 

and institutions' obligation of reporting has me not able to invest 

as any citizen is entitled to in the US. I feel my personal freedom 

and right to progress in life is seriously impeded. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois The US taxation system, as well as the repercussions for the 

financial services industry, have made me feel that I've done 

something wrong by moving abroad, opening foreign bank 

accounts, keeping or opening new accounts in the US, etc. I 

cannot understand the logic of this system.  

 

I understand that the IRS wants to deter tax evasion, but do they 

also want to deter Americans from leaving the country? Does the 

US see itself primarily as a country that people want to move to, 

not a country that people might want to leave (even temporarily) 

--> therefore, they give little consideration or thought to the 

treatment/experience of those who have left?  

 

I have 2 children for whom I've requested and obtained US 

citizenship. I've justified this by telling myself that this gives 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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them options for their future - they can live and work in the US 

or in the EU. At the same time, I'm cognizant of the future 

burdens I've imposed upon them based on current taxation & 

reporting regulations. Of course, I'll be able to guide them based 

on my experience and lessons learned. But I would like to see 

the situation evolve towards a more coherent, fair system, in the 

hopes that they will have a better experience than the one I've 

had. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [I feel] frustrated, anxious, harassed. A sense of anger and 

injustice. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I am afraid that my US financial institutions will kick me out, as 

several American financial advisors warned me they would if 

they find out I am living overseas indefinitely. This is extremely 

frustrating and seems very unfair to me. As an overseas 

American, my investment options are therefore limited in both 

my country of residence AND back home! How can US 

financial institutions be allowed to kick American expats out 

when it is the US financial reporting laws themselves that 

penalize us? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am a normal salaried worker in France, the threshold for 

normal taxation for living abroad is very high and I feel like I 

am being penalized for having a middle-class income and 

residing abroad.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I feel very anxious about this situation. I'm scared that one day 

the IRS comes and take everything I have because they consider 

me as a tax frauder, which I'm not. I'm French, I live here since I 

am a baby, I pay my taxes here, I work here, I vote here, and I 

feel 100% french. 

 

I Also find it totally ridiculous, how is it possible that the 

american government dosen't do something about this situation, 

we should not be considered as americans, I never renewed my 

passeport, never worked over there, never lived there since I was 

a baby. They should take this in consideration, and stop 

harrassing us.  

 

Also I'm very uncomfortable that my bank as to provide 

information that concern my french life to another country. 

That's in my views a violation of my privacy. I also am very mad 

against the french governement, because they signed laws 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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without considering those situations. It's like I said a Kafka 

situation. Nothing is logic. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I can't give up U.S. citizenship because I have elderly parents in 

the United States. I will need to visit regularly and may need to 

move back to care for them, though this is not my plan. And 

honestly, I don't want to give up my U.S. citizenship, because I'll 

never be accepted as fully French either, though I have double 

nationality. Every time I meet someone new, they very first 

question they ask me is where my "petit accent" is from - I to 

explain why I don't sound like a proper French person. Fine. I 

would be happy to be both if the United States' extraterritorial 

taxation policies weren't blocking my efforts to live a 

responsible and independent life in France. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Never lived in US  I am personally attached to the US. I think in many respects that 

it is a fantastic country. I have emotional ties to the US through 

my mother and my extended US family. I used to spend my 

summers in New Jersey as a kid. However I never lived in the 

US and never really benefited from anything that US taxes 

would pay for. 

 

I strongly feel the US is praying on me as an expat with no real 

voice defending me from US lawmakers. 

 

If it weren't for the extreme and unfair difficulties imposed on 

me I would keep my US citizenship. I feel the US citizenship is 

a huge liability for my financial situation and I'm afraid it will 

get worse in the future. This is why I feel I am being bullied out 

of my citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Illinois 
[I feel] resentment, annoyance, bullied, unfairly treated. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin [I felt] shock and disbelief when finding out that the FATCA 

penalties for not reporting bank accounts in "foreign" countries 

is more than dissuasive: they are absolutely prohibitive! [I felt] 

fear that my hard-earned retirement savings - over decades- 

might be confiscated due to tax laws and policies I feel I should 

not be subjected to. I have not lived in the USA for 36 years! 

Frustration linked to the lack of awareness of the vast majority 

of Americans, including my home state senators and 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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representatives, on the massively deleterious impact of these 

policies on me personally. My letters and calls to home State 

representatives & senators are ignored or receive blanket 

responses showing no understanding or empathy whatsoever to 

the issues overseas Americans face regarding taxation and bank 

account reporting.  

 

[I feel] disgust and a feeling of unfairness of the most blatant 

caliber that I am taxed and required to follow reporting rules that 

are much more stringent than if I lived in the USA! Also [I feel] 

massive helplessness that some of my retirement accounts 

contain holdings that will be taxed at exorbitant rates by the 

USA! A feeling of being let down by my country of birth to the 

point that my bank account information must be reported on a 

yearly basis to the Federal FinCen Financial crimes unit! Horror 

that overseas citizens are thus considered guilty to they "prove" 

themselves innocent with these invasive forms - that are being 

investigated in the EU for data protection violation issues. Also 

shame that the USA promised to countries who signed the 

FATCA agreement, requiring banks to report bank account 

information of persons with "Americanity indices", but have 

reneged on their promise to do the same for nationals residing in 

the USA.  

 

The biggest emotion is the feeling of unrelentless burden of 

being an American overseas. It never lets up! Either one is 

preparing the vast documentation for US taxes, or having 

problems with a French bank account, or being told one’s 

longstanding savings will be punitively taxed! All of this takes a 

huge toll, as one must constantly wonder, how is what I am 

doing in my home country, France, going to impact me as seen 

by US taxation and bank reporting rules. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have always been proud to be a US citizen and my sons have 

been proud to be US citizens also but as dual citizens, US and 

France, we are offended and stressed by the consequences of US 

citizenship as overseas Americans.  

 

My sons would like to return the US, either to live or for 

vacations, but are afraid of being arrested and fined for 

noncompliance to US tax law even though they have absolutely 

no US income. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The main emotion is boredom. I have to go through a year's 

worth of bank statements to try to identify the maximum value 

of the account at any given day for an entire year. And that for 

each account. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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And anxiety about forgetting something that could be labeled 

"account". 

 

And all the stupid reporting requirements on anything that 

resembles a mutual fund or other, which means that we just don't 

invest in mutual funds that are ex-US. Though of course, we 

can't invest in mutual funds in the US either, because we are 

foreign residents. I feel that we are treated like second class 

citizens, or even worse, as spies or fraudsters just because we 

live outside the US. 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My spouse did not like the fact that he was involved in the US 

taxation process in any way.  

 

He wanted me to eliminate his information, and couldn't 

understand why I could not. 

 

I felt that I had no control and was not knowledgeable enough to 

explain everything to my spouse. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Mexico I prepare our FBAR declaration every year, but because of how 

French banks handle online monthly statements, I am not sure 

that the information I am providing is correct. Also, it provokes 

a fight every year because our accounts are joint and my 

husband objects to his financial information being provided to 

Treasury. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I find it angering and upsetting that I am subject to US tax law 

when I have not earned any US income since I left in 2007. The 

social security that I hope to collect at my retirement was all 

earned and paid during my years working in the US. My partner 

is a UK citizen. Should we marry I must pay attention to all tax 

implications and my choices would be limited so to protect his 

interests. That he would be even possibly affected just because 

we married, despite not being a US citizen nor even living in the 

US is ridiculous! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania We have not sold our house. Bought in 1984, there will be 

considerable cap. gain, even counting the continuing 

investments in the house. My share will be over the non-taxable 

part, so will be taxed by the U.S., but no capital gain will be 

taxed by France, as it is the primary residence. The fact that 

there will be tax, thus reducing any investment in wherever we 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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would move to, or simply taking money out of the local 

economy, being robbed by the U.S. creates stress between my 

husband and me. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois  I have to separate all finances, explain restrictions to spouse and 

parents in law (inheritance questions), simply cannot act like a 

normal financial citizen: every single decision is impacted by 

my U.S. citizenship. no other expat I have ever met has this 

indignity. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah My husband HATES giving a lot of personal information to the 

IRS. It's always a stressful period when I have to ask him to 

furnish it. I declare as "married filing separately," but we are 

married under a community property arrangement. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am very concerned about my obligations towards IRS, my 

spouse is worried and concerned about implications for the two 

of us and our young adult children (also US citizens living 

abroad); we all pay income taxes in France. We are concerned 

about impact on our financial wellbeing, specifically being 

double-taxed. The unknown of penalties that may hit us and our 

children in the future is frequently a source of dispute. Our 

(French) banks where we have mortgage and accounts regularly 

send FATCA forms to fill out, and we wonder about 

implications on our assets. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The principal reason my partner and I are not married is that he 

doesn't want to risk having to declare income and assets to the 

US.  

 

Congress is unpredictable and is perceived to change the rules 

based on domestic politics, with no regard for the real-life 

effects they create. Why subject oneself to its whims 

unnecessarily? 

 

I'd rather be married than not, but my partner and I are wary of 

having to declare his income and assets to the US tax authorities. 

It's not horrible, but I prefer the stability and legal protections of 

marriage to the ephemeral nature of simply sharing an 

apartment. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado As a dual American and French citizen I could, if I choose, make 

certain investments in French life insurance. I have not done so 

as I have read that would be a red flag to the IRS to investigate 

my financial situation. No thanks. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York This is one of my bigger issues.  

Personal savings: 

I have not been able to invest any of my savings since I moved, 

as I have been denied by the brokerage companies in Europe that 

interest me (they hold the values I am interested in). 

I was refused twice, some won’t even consider me. 

And I cannot invest in the US either. 

 

Retirement savings: 

I moved to Europe 3 years ago and for 3 years, I have been 

stressed and worried that the firm I hold my retirement account 

at will find out I live abroad. For that same reason of needing to 

live in the US, I have not dared try and invest personal savings 

with them either. 

 

This is really penalizing for the future 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I haven’t been able to benefit from certain tax-free accounts and 

investments in France. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have sold many interesting funds in my Assurance Vie to avoid 

difficult tax reporting of capital gains/ losses in the US. (3 years 

ago). So I have virtually NO interesting investments left. 

 

I have avoided taking larger amounts out of my US TIAA-CREF 

pension fund because I would have to pay $1,000 ?? to a US tax 

accountant to prepare my US taxes, but then not have to pay 

anything because I am under the ceiling. (last year) (My 

revenues come primarily from French and US retirement 

payments. which are not taxed. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In 2019, I had just 10 000 euros in savings that my banker 

advised me to put into an account that would earn more than just 

a French savings account. My banker did not know of any 

restrictions, neither did I. However, when she started filling in 

the forms on line, my request was rejected because I said I was 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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born in the US. i have dual US-French citizenship so I told her to 

just say I had a French passport but that was not enough to 

enable me to invest in this account. I do not accept the US policy 

of taxing or restricting investments of Americans living abroad 

and paying taxes abroad. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have avoided investing in French Mutual funds because of the 

reporting requirements on US tax forms.  

It is very difficult to determine how to report certain types of 

income, such as "Assurance Vie" on tax forms. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I've been unable to prepare for my retirement as well as I could 

have, given US tax treatment of the most common retirement 

investment options in the country where I live, as well as lack of 

access to US retirement investments/accounts. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I cannot invest in mutual funds or life insurance without 

incurring huge tax expenditures. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Being an American abroad is incredibly frustrating due to tax 

penalties. 

 

I can't invest my money as I want thanks to PFIC rules. 

 

I had to close 2 foreign mutual accounts (1 Assurance Vie and 1 

plan d'épargne entreprise) when I learned of the punitive US tax 

laws concerning PFICs. 

 

I am currently investing in the purchase of a principal residence 

outside of the US, and I learned about the ludicrous IRS code 

988, which can charge me a tax penalty on a fictional "gain" 

based on currency exchange fluctuations when I resell later. 

 

Not to mention that doing my US taxes is extremely complicated 

and professional help is very expensive. 

 

The fact that the US considers itself the greatest country in the 

world is truly jarring when we citizens are subject to these 

ridiculous tax laws that exist in hardly any other developed 

countries. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Determining the legality of US investments in France and 

French investments to USA. 

Determining how to report each type of investment on both 

taxes. 

 

Complicated tax returns in each country due to investments. 

 

Significant stress planning for retirement knowing any USA 

investments have ramifications in France and being ineligible to 

use most French based investment vehicles because of rules 

regarding PFICs. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Foreign mutual fund investments are unfairly treated in terms of 

taxation by the US. Not possible to invest in US mutual funds 

due to living outside of the US with no permanent US address. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I am someone who tries to be financially responsible, I want to 

save, invest for my retirement, handle my finances 

independently within my marriage, etc. But I feel completely 

stuck and unable to do anything because I cannot open 

retirement and investment accounts in France, or in the US. I 

can't even imagine what this would be if I had a child with U.S. 

citizenship and how it would limit their opportunities. 

 

I am unable to establish any long-term savings or investments 

because the standard investment tools in France (assurance vie, 

PEA, PER, etc.) are taxed at penalizing rates as PFICs - even if a 

French bank were to open the accounts for me. I am also unable 

to invest brokerage accounts in the United States because I am 

not a resident. I cannot purchase US-approved ETFs as a 

resident of the European Union. I do not know what to do to 

plan for my future. I am considering establishing familial asset 

in my French husband's name only, but I am deeply 

uncomfortable with this solution because we come from very 

different cultures of financial management and investing. Trying 

to figure out our family financial planning has been a major 

source of stress in my marriage. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to invest in France, in the assurance-vie or other 

investment schemes but the complication of U.S taxes has 

deterred me. My children, who have never lived in the U.S. have 

this same problem. Their savings are locked up in low-earning 

accounts instead of being wisely invested. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
Absurd US tax consequences of holding certain non-US assets: 

 

In France, a popular form of savings is "Assurance Vie". It's like 

a self-directed IRA account, except that it's not just for 

retirement. It's a broad-based way of investing your savings with 

a number of French tax advantages, mostly deferral of income 

and gains and lower tax rates. Those advantages are largely lost 

if you are a US citizen or green card holder because any income 

derived from this type of investment must be reported, marked 

to market and taxed in the US on an annual basis.  

 

Worse. In addition to losing the income and gain deferral 

advantage, income and gains derived from Assurance Vie assets 

are taxed twice because mechanisms for relieving double 

taxation may not work well or at all when there is a timing 

mismatch.  

 

Worse yet: Such assets must be reported as PFIC investments, 

requiring extensive and punishing reporting requirements.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of:  Pennsylvania I have been advised that most banks will not let me or my non-

American wife invest in the French Assurance Vie due to my US 

citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I can’t purchase assurance vie because I’m a US citizen. I didn’t 

look into this very far, but on the assurance vie application I 

reviewed there was a block to check to affirm not being a US 

citizen. As a result I stopped looking into it. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Few investment opportunities available as most investment firms 

specialised in Expat investment will not accept new clients with 

less than 400K to invest. Also cannot invest in equivalent to 

mutual funds in country of residence.  

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
There are investments that as a US citizen I cannot make without 

horrendous IRS reporting obligations (PFIC for example). I have 

had trouble with US bank accounts because of my overseas 

residency in addition to being refused bank accounts in France 

because of my US citizenship. I have had questions about wire 

transfers of funds from the US to a foreign bank account because 

of the FATCA obligations. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont I've been trying to make investments to start preparing for 

retirement, but any form of investments made in my home 

country seem to have an impact on my US taxes so for the time I 

decided to give up and just save money on a checking account. I 

also tried making investments directly in the USA but as a 

nonresident that also seems to be very difficult. So far, just 

opening a US checking account has been a challenge and 

opening a brokerage account looks to be even more complicated 

if not impossible. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Inability to open investment accounts in the US due to foreign 

residence but denied accounts abroad due to FATCA reporting 

required of institutions.  

 

Inability to benefit from tax-advantageous investments abroad 

due to US taxation.  

 

Significant CPA costs to complete complicated US tax forms.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am working for a very large US corporation that still forces 

you to apply on private retirement funds in France like Perco, 

Pee, art 83. Those are mutual funds and there is no way to know 

what goes inside and yet pfic rules make it a nightmare despite 

asking repeatedly to the HR management to get this out and put 

it under 401k. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am refrained to make some investments outside of the US 

because of punitive taxation if I did. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As a participant in my company’s ESPP and RSU programs, I 

am regularly penalized through withholdings (receive less stocks 

than am entitled). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I do not like but not overly upset with the taxation from the US 

as for the most part the tax treaty with France allows me to avoid 

double taxation. I am fundamentally against taxation of world 

wide income by any country. My bigger concern is the US 

governmental reach that prevents me from investing as I wish. 

They are not protecting me, the investor, in any way and in fact 

are seriously limiting my investment opportunities.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Have abandoned the idea of doing any investments. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia My foreign bank in country of overseas residence refuses to 

allow me to make investments or place funds in locally tax 

advantaged savings accounts in my country of residence due to 

FATCA reporting requirements for a US citizen. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania 1998 - I was a partner in a small French company that we sold. 

After paying my French capital gains tax, I discovered that I 

would also have to pay US capital gains tax on top of that. I 

have forgotten some of the details (tried to put it behind me). I'm 

not sure if the capital gains tax was higher in the US than in 

France at the time or if I was I caught up in the Alternative 

Minimum Tax, or both. The amount was less than $1M. Having 

almost no pension, this was the entirety of my retirement fund. 

 

With the money I received, I made investments that did not take 

into account my US tax liability, though over the years I have 

been able to adjust that to minimize the double taxation.  

 

The tax treaty that supposedly should avoid double taxation, 

does not take into account situations like mine. If I had a pension 

and a comparable income, it would not be taxable, but since it 

comes from capital investments, it is taxable at the highest rate 

applicable between the two countries, and sometimes in both. 

There is also the problem that French income tax is less than US 

income tax, due to the fact that France lives mostly on VAT and 

other indirect taxes, and not primarily on income tax. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I received a departure package (60,000 euros) when I left my last 

French job 2009. This money is not taxable in France.  

 

But I had to report it to US and paid $10,000 (?) in taxes because 

this is NOT non-taxable in the US. My French colleagues who 

got the SAME departure package ended up $10,000 richer than 

me! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I must find someone competent and affordable to prepare my 

taxes in the US & France because it is complicated and laws 

change (treatment of social charges). 

 

The tax consequences of certain types of investment are different 

in both countries so it is difficult to see the best way forward. 

 

Inheritance planning is also very complicated because each 

country handles inheritance taxation differently. 

 

When I sold my property in France, I had to pay taxes in both 

the US and France. 

 

Separation payment (when being laid off) is handled differently 

in the US and France so I had to pay more taxes in the US. 

 

Reciprocal tax treaties between the US and France mean you 

don't pay double income tax but earnings in the US bump me up 

to a higher tax bracket here so in the end I am paying one and a 

half times the taxes in France than if I didn't have US income. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California When I sold my house in the UK before moving to France, I had 

to pay about US$25,000 US tax on the sale. It was due to a 

profit, but still bizarre for a sale in the UK. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I recently became aware of the capital gains tax I will face in the 

US upon sale of my primary residence in France and this will 

cause significant hardship. [My mother faces the same issue] 

(in her case, a very significant amount). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Discovered PFICs two years ago and had to pay taxes on foreign 

mutual funds that had capital gains that had not been realized. 

 

Paying US taxes on non-taxable French mutual funds. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I lost a significant amount of income to double taxation in 

Norway (2016-2017) due to bad tax advice I received from an 

expat tax attorney. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
Given my status as an American working in France (am also a 

French national), I pay income tax in both the US and France but 

mostly in France. I'm only given credit by the IRS on what I've 

paid to the French up to a certain amount each year (the rest is 

carried over). For me this is double taxation, and without 

representation as there are no Congress people or Senators 

representing overseas Americans, unlike in France where 

overseas citizens have representation (National assembly and the 

Senate). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Capital gains taxes paid in 2017 (approximately $21000) on 

property donated in 1990s by my foreign spouse from foreign 

family member. All inheritances taxes were paid in residence 

country. USA collected TWICE the amount of capital gains 

taxes than resident country (where spouse is citizen and also 

lives). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas Although most of the previous the previous years, I did not owe 

any tax to the US it highly depends on euro/us dollar exchange 

rate which is varying a lot. The few years I did owe some taxes 

to the US did not make any sense to me since my work and all 

my incomes were outside the US. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: West Virginia Generally, we feel as if we end up paying the highest common 

denominator in taxes between our country of tax residence, 

France, and the United States. If there is some legal tax break 

offered in France, it usually means we pay the money to the US 

Treasury instead. Also, the whole attitude of the U.S. 

government towards expats seems to reflect a regard that treats 

us with suspicion but at the same time as second-class citizens. 

 

The financial penalties and reporting burden on people who give 

up their U.S. citizenship are also way too high. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We will be taxed on the sale of our French home even though it 

is our principal residence and, as such, it is exempt from French 

tax (Boris Johnson faced a similar problem and swore that he 

would not pay the US tax on the sale of his home). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I own property outside the US, much of it was purchased with 

money made entirely outside of the US. but in spite of that will 

have to pay capital gains taxes in the US. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 



 
 

199 
 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York FBAR - I don’t mind filing FBAR as I have nothing to hide, but 

I doubt the information is of any use. 

 

FATCA - I feel the penalties are out of size for the mischief so 

many banks and financial institutions find it is just easier to 

exclude Americans.  

 

I cannot sell my house in the UK or refinance the mortgage due 

to s988(1) phantom FX gains. I’ve had to pay substantial US tax 

as my local taxes are lower due to filing married filing jointly 

but I cannot realistically do that in the US. I cannot buy ETFs in 

the US as they do not satisfy EU priip/kid requirements and 

cannot buy local ETFs more suited to my investment needs as 

they are PFICs. I have no USD exposure apart from my US tax 

bills and so have no way of hedging them. I dread the day I try 

to sell a property and face the recapture of depreciation and 

phantom FX gains. 

 

Taxation - in the 2019 calendar year I paid 107% tax when you 

combine French tax on 2018 income, French withholding 

income 2019 income and US tax on 2018 income. It is a huge 

mess that means I am still paying advisors enormous sums and 

am still waiting US or France to refund me half of the money.  

 

Taxation - I receive part of my remuneration in contributions to 

my UK pension plan (the country of my employment contract), 

but this is not protected under either the UK/US treaty or the 

FR/US treaty. Treaties do not work if you are a true expat with 

your financial life spread around the world. 

 

Taxation - the phantom FX gains on the repayment of non-USD 

home loans on nonsensical to someone like me who has no 

interest or exposure in USD. I will never again live in the US so 

have no future USD income or expenses so why measure my 

gains/losses in USD. Or at least allow netting off the gain/loss 

on the asset (house). 

 

Taxation - I cannot invest as the EU bans me from buying US 

ETFs. US PFIC rules mean I cannot buy EU ETFs. Plus my 

employer bans employees from buying single stocks or bonds to 

prevent any possibility of insider trading.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North Dakota I often feel confused and that I am doing something wrong when 

trying to figure out how taxes in my current country and the 

USA relate. I have difficulty finding clear information about it. 

 

I follow many Facebook groups for advice because I don’t have 

the money to seek legal advice and I see on these Facebook 

groups sometimes they receive incorrect legal advice when they 

search for it. 

 

When I tried to make a bank account I was asked if I was 

American and once I said yes they refused to give me a bank 

account so I had to find another place and after much more 

paperwork I was able to. I am careful about the amounts I keep 

in accounts to avoid extra paperwork.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Filing US taxes as a long-term (permanent) overseas resident is a 

real drag. It's complicated, costly, and tedious. I do not like the 

feeling of being double-taxed on income I earn abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I have lived in and paid taxes in France for 50 years. I never 

made enough money to be liable to actually pay any US taxes 

and was told decades ago that I didn't have to file a US return 

every year. Now I have to file because of FBAR and FATCA 

and have assets totaling more than the minimum in my country. 

Several years ago, in order to avoid risks associated with 

FATCA, I had to pay an accountant about 750 euros per year to 

prepare returns for 6 years to legally catch up on my US return! 

Now I do my own with the help of a friend. The result is always 

0 tax, but the FBAR and FATCA reporting requirements are a 

nuisance and intrusion. I am permanently angry about the whole 

process. The US is the only country in the civilized world that 

subjects its citizens to non-resident filing requirements. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The whole series of declarations that need to be made is very 

stressful, as I try to minimize my double taxation, while 

remaining legal under two very different tax systems. Making 

sure that the bank account and revenue declarations are correct 

and coherent. After many years of paying an expensive 

international tax lawyer on a modest income, which basically 

constitutes another tax, I am now attempting to do my own 

taxes, as my situation is now stable from year to year. But I 

worry about changes in the law I may not be aware of as the 

system has become more coercive and punitive over the years. I 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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still have to check in with the lawyer from time to time to make 

sure I am keeping up to date. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
Not enough knowledge to complete tax form myself so had to 

pay a professional - even though I owe nothing (4 yrs ago). As it 

is very expensive, I now muddle through by myself and am very 

stressed out each year because the forms change.  

 

I am also confused because, according to some advice, I don’t 

need to file a return at all - though if I should choose to renounce 

in the future, I have to prove that I’ve filed for the past five 

years. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In general, the process is complex and I experience fear of not 

fully understanding. I do not have a financial situation that 

permits hiring a specialist, even if I could find one that is 

competent. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I find the instructions hard to understand and follow, and 

sometimes conflicting, such as use x form to calculate your 

taxes, unless you checked box y, in which case use form z. But 

form z says not to use it if I have a business, and it goes round 

and round and I don't know which forms to use. I'm never sure 

I've used the correct tax sheet or calculated things correctly, and 

send off my return hoping for the best. [I feel] anxiety and 

anger/distress that (i) I'm even having to do this because citizens 

of other countries who reside abroad do not have to file taxes 

with their home countries and (ii) the instructions are so poorly 

written. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I say obscene words when I'm filling out my tax declaration (ha 

ha). Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The IRS requires about 25% withholding on my wife's US 

Social Security pension and 30% on her IRA distributions 

(because she is a non-resident alien). I use Turbotax to file free 

because our declaration is relatively simple except for this part. 

This requires a Form 1042 instead of a 1099: 1042's are not 

issued by our broker until mid-March, so I cannot file before 

then; no on-line form exists for 1042's, so I cannot file online, I 

have to mail the declaration; postal declarations don't get 

reimbursed till May or June, later if the IRS makes a mistake on 

my return. The reimbursement is wired only to a US bank, not to 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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our French bank. Finally, there is no interest paid on the revenue 

we have waited on for a year or so. 

 

Reclaiming the 25-30% withheld from my wife's US pension 

and IRA is complicated and takes a long time to receive. Also, 

when the IRS makes a mistake on it, the reimbursement takes 

even longer. 

 

I have a farming business, which is 100% French. 

 

The business does not generate enough revenue to incur US 

income tax for us, but the Freefile service forces a "self-

employment tax", which is incorrect, so I have to hand complete 

the return. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I cannot afford to hire a US tax specialist, so I file my own US 

taxes and it takes a lot of time and is stressful. I never owe US 

taxes in the end, which is partly why, even if I could afford an 

accountant, I object to the principle of paying for the service. 

In addition I file my mother’s US taxes annually - she has lived 

in the U.K. for 40+ years. She is self employed and her tax 

forms take me several days per year to compile and complete. 

Further, I am prohibited from joining the employee shareholding 

program at work due to my US citizenship – [the company] 

categorically refuses Americans. I am losing employer 

contributions of several thousand Euros per year. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I do my own filing and FATCA paperwork but resent it very 

much. It took hours of reading the tax code and a very expensive 

appointment with a tax lawyer to understand the process. Is that 

enough unfair inconvenience? I'm not a billionaire corporation 

with huge offshore accounts! Just a normal adult working and 

trying to survive. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York US tax law is extremely complex and I feel it's almost that way 

to force people to seek out paid help. I don't earn a lot, so I do it 

myself, but I end up calling the US every year for assistance. It's 

stressful and time consuming, but paying a company to do it isn't 

worth it for me. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio The tax forms are long, complicated and require help. 

Competent accountants here are very expensive, overworked and 

hard to find. Some years, trying to save money, I have simply 

duplicated my last-year's form, indicating the current 

information, following the accountant-prepared forms. I have no 

idea if they're correct, but I assume they are. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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For a woman living in France it is a terrible conundrum as to 

whether it would be a good idea to remove my name from the 

title of our home considering the potential tax burden if we were 

to sell. But the alternative is absolutely out of the question in 

case of divorce. No one can foresee the future and there a no 

good alternatives here. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Before moving to France, I did my own taxes and I enjoyed it. 

  

For the last 23 years, I have had to fill out US AND French 

taxes. Every year, I spent days and days trying to understand the 

US tax forms. Each year there are new rules and regulations, 

Fatca, Treasury FBAR, foreign exchange for mortgage 

repayment, bitcoin, etc. There are no "free" tax help in France 

and the IRS does not help with PFIC or AMT questions.  

 

Most years I owed nothing until the PFICs. Finding out about 

this law cause me to go into depression. I had to find 10 years of 

back statements from 12 bank, retirement, life insurance, and 

investment accounts. I had to get a US tax lawyer and 2 US 

accountants to fill out 22 8621 PFIC forms (which cost my 

family over $10,000) when I understood that there was an old 

law that was still active. This resulted in over $16,000 of taxes 

due for unrealised capital gains. This was a VERY painful time. 

In 2020 my mother died when I was finishing my 2019 taxes and 

I had not finished the AMT form. Depression again, I could no 

longer think. I had to pay an expat tax service to review and 

advise before sending my taxes in. I now dread the tax season.  

 

I can no longer invest in foreign ETFs or mutual funds. My US 

Suretrade account was closed because I lived in France. I could 

not open an online bank because I am a US citizen.  

 

I am ok with paying fair taxes, but even though there is a treaty 

with France I owe more taxes than my fellow French and US 

taxpayers. This is not fair. We had the Boston tea party to free us 

from unfair British taxes. Do I have to renounce my American 

citizenship in order to be free from these unfair US taxes? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Currently managing to file on my own, hopefully, correctly. The 

limitations in investment options is very frustrating, both in the 

US, and in France. 

 

I feel that most financial experts that work with expats work 

only with households with very large income. I am willing to 

pay for expertise, but there has to be some relation with the tax I 

will owe. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California We have several companies. As the mother of [an American] 

citizen, I also have to take care of his tax returns. His was 100 

pages long last year, and he was 26 years old!!! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois There is the ongoing time and effort/burden of having to file 

taxes every year, despite the fact that my entire life (tax 

residency, physical residency, employment) is in France and has 

been for the past 15 years.  

 

Since my income is derived from a French source, and my tax & 

physical residency is entirely in France, it feels extremely unfair 

to have to dedicate time and resources when I do not owe tax. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana Filing my US taxes is a nightmare. It takes far too long and costs 

me money (to use a preparation service) when I ultimately don't 

owe any money (and I know I do not because my current income 

is nowhere near the taxable level). I have been able to avoid 

using a tax preparation service, but due to some advantages that 

my former and current employers provide, I know that I will 

need to start paying for that just to make sure that I don't declare 

incorrectly. This will most likely cost me several hundred dollars 

at very least just because the system was created to think of 

businesses and business owners rather than expatriated citizens. 

I declare my taxes where I live and actually earn 100% of my 

income which a) costs me NOTHING and b) takes about 30 

minutes each year! The fact that I've had to spend multiple hours 

every year on my US taxes and spend over $100 each year just 

to ensure that won't be charged thousands by the IRS in the 

future when I don't live in the US anymore is absolutely 

disgusting. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Stressful to not know whether returns are being filled out 

correctly unless expensive tax lawyers are employed. 

 

Returns are complicated to fill out concerning foreign earned 

and unearned income. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I always have trouble filling out the tax forms but I don't see the 

sense in paying someone to do them for me when I owe nothing 

to the US. Even if I wanted to and could afford to pay a tax 

preparer, I don't know where to find one who is well-versed in 

expat issues. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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I do my best to respect my US tax filing obligations. I find it 

difficult to do so and expensive if I want to be assured of doing 

so correctly. I am resentful of having to file in the US since I 

gain no benefits from the US in any way, shape, or form and do 

not live there - most countries don't practice citizen-based 

taxation. I try to not let my foreign accounts go over the $10K 

FBAR limits (which uses terrible math) so I can avoid that 

report, but it isn't always avoidable - when we purchase real 

estate or do home improvements, the amounts have to go up. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Nevada Hard to understand what, when, to whom fill the taxation in 

regards to the other citizenship I have.  

 

I feel like at any moment I will get additional taxes to pay. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It is frustrating for me every year to file my taxes. I refuse to pay 

for the service since I don't owe anything in taxes, but I'm 

always nervous that I'm missing important paperwork and will 

end up being penalized some day. Spending hours pouring over 

tax code each year when I haven't earned any income there 

seems ridiculous. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Every year is the stress of preparing my tax filing, which I do 

myself using TurboTax Premier edition. Plus, I try to help my 

children with their filing. Plus the FBAR, which I try to do as 

soon as is possible, usually in May, when I have the French 

account results for the previous year.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Stress related: I feel very annoyed at filling out the FBar 

concerning my French banking accounts. No French citizen 

filling out tax forms enumerates their banking accounts.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Earlier this year, I completed my U.S. tax return for the first 

time in many years. Previously, when I lived in the U.S. and for 

my first year abroad, a U.S. preparer completed my return. For 

2018, however, he made an error leading me to have to pay taxes 

to the state of Illinois. During the same period, I completed a 

French tax return, a state of California return, and an amended 

return for Illinois. This is all an excessive burden. I live in 

France and benefit from government services here. I spend 

between one and two weeks a year in the U.S. I continue to pay 

for Medicare although I don’t use it. During the spring 

confinement, I had extra time, so I was able to learn to file 

returns to the four tax entities. But under normal conditions, it 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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would have been an extreme time burden and source of stress. I 

expect to file returns in 2021 to the IRS, the French tax entity, 

and the State of California. Because preparers in France who 

assist those like me whose income is solely from U.S. sources 

charge a good deal (I paid 1280 euros in 2019), and it is hard to 

file preparers competent and affordable in filing U.S. federal and 

state returns, I’ll have to complete those three filings myself. 

From my experience earlier this year, it's rather absorbing and 

stressful over a good number of weeks to do that.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I find especially the FBAR and FATCA requirements opaque, 

invasive and threatening - I have been asked by one insurance 

company to declare if I was a US citizen, although it does not 

seem to have had any adverse affect on access to their services. 

It takes far longer to pull together all the info for me and my US 

citizen children to do the FBAR than to do my taxes. Anybody 

living overseas has a number of accounts, insurance policies, 

complementary retirement and saving products. Impossible to 

find out exactly what must be declared, so safer to declare 

everything. It's a process I absolutely hate having to do every 

year and I'm sure it's the same for everyone. I also hate putting 

all of that sensitive banking info out on the internet. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I pay US taxes and benefit from the US-France tax convention 

for taxes my spouse and I pay in France. I have to file FBAR but 

don’t own assets subject to FATCA. I would like to see the 

elimination of the need to file FBAR on accounts in France since 

there is no reason for it; France is a first-world country with 

sound banking/anti-money laundering laws. The FBAR 

requirements impose an unreasonable burden on French banks. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California It has been 3 years since I have started to declare my taxes in the 

US. We have been helped by a lawyer the first time and now I 

do it myself. I do not pay anything to the IRS since my incomes 

are not high enough and I live 100% of the time in France where 

taxes are already pretty high. 

 

Filling US tax forms seems a huge waste of time for me that 

comes back each year. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My latest FBAR submitted form submitted 23 March 2020 was 

returned to me on 4 August 2020. Reason - the Treasury no 

longer accepts a printed FBAR form and instead requires the 

firm to be submitted digitally, I am 81 years of age and despite 

my best effort I was unable to access the required Treasury site 

in order to comply. The emotion I experience was frustration at 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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my digital incompetence and anger at the government for both 

refusing my official Treasury printed FBAR and the fact that the 

information demanded was essentially the same as demanded by 

the FATCA submission form. The greatest country in the world 

cannot get its act together. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas Reporting bank accounts outside the US is complicated: 

maximum amount to be reported during each tax year is difficult 

to assess. 

 

In addition the few bank foreign bank accounts for our US born 

children have to be reported as well although there is little 

money and it and our kids are very young. 

 

This is all not making much sense, creates frustration and 

complications every time we have to ask (for instance for a 

credit) to a non-US bank account. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont I decided to go through the Streamlined foreign offshore 

procedure when I learned about my obligation to file taxes in 

2015, and as I was applying for a position as an airline pilot for a 

flag carrier which would have me travel to the United States a 

lot. I was earning minimum wage at the time and the cheapest 

CPA I could find was asking for the equivalent of 3 months of 

my salary to help me get into compliance, so I decided to do 

everything myself. My recently deceased mother who had been 

living abroad with me had never filed her taxes, and the other 

family members I could talk to were still living in the USA and 

were of no help regarding double taxation issues, foreign earned 

income exclusion, etc... I tried calling the IRS hotline a couple 

of times but the people I talked to seemed to know even less 

than I did so I quickly gave up. I felt lonely and I actually gave 

up a few times, but giving up also implied that I would pass on a 

great job opportunity since I wouldn’t feel comfortable traveling 

to and working in the US for my foreign employer without being 

tax compliant, so I persevered. In my search for an affordable 

CPA, I was given free first consults each time and I was careful 

to ask different questions everytime, doing a lot of research 

between different consults to make sure I would get the most out 

of those 10 to 20 minutes phone calls. Overall, starting from 

absolutely zero knowledge in the US tax system, it took me 

around 3 to 400 hours of research over a period of 6 months 

before I felt confident enough to file the 6 previous years 

necessary for the program. 

 

Professionally, I've been avoiding going to the United States as 

much as I can in order not to make my tax filings even more 

complicated, even though those flights are usually more 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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lucrative than the ones I end up getting. It's almost as if I had 

committed a crime by living abroad and was not welcome in my 

own country anymore. Flights over international waters also 

pose a problem since the IRS considers it as "not a foreign 

country", therefore those flights are not eligible for the Foreign 

Earned Income Exclusion, and IRS guidelines stipulate that it's 

my responsibility to keep all flight plans and calculate down to 

the minute how much time I have spent over international 

waters. That is outrageously complicated to do. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
I find it hard to follow the guidelines and fill out my taxes 

correctly. I am always worried about doing it wrong even though 

I have worked outside of the US for most of my life. 

 

The FBAR declaration is extremely stressful and time intensive. 

I am worried about making a mistake even though nothing ever 

changes. I have a few accounts but the amount doesn’t fluctuate 

very much. I feel like I am being treated as a big time millionaire 

or drug lord when I am just humbly working to make a living. I 

de made everything to the French government why do I have to 

go through this process every year? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I file my own taxes but it's a lot of work just to pay less than $50 

in US tax. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have only owed significant US tax in a year in which I sold my 

primary residence in the UK. However, in the years when I have 

not prepared the tax myself I have paid significant fees for US 

tax preparation despite not owing any or much US tax. This is 

due to the penalties for honest mistakes being very high for 

expat Americans.  

 

In the years which I have completed my taxes myself I have not 

paid any fees but I have faced a considerable amount of anxiety 

over whether I have filled out my forms incorrectly. Again, 

because the penalties for honest mistakes can be so high and 

there are so many horror stories for people who have been given 

large penalties for making mistakes, I now feel I need to pay for 

tax preparation every year despite not having enough income to 

merit any taxation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Former resident of: California I had to pay a Paris based international tax law firm for my 1st 2 

US federal tax filings even though I owed no US taxes. Based on 

these filings, I decided to forego having to pay subsequent fees 

to a professional by doing my own subsequent filings, while still 

owing no US taxes. 

 

Feel US unjust treatment of overseas Americans having to pay to 

engage professionals for filing US federal income tax returns, 

especially when professional fees exceed one's tax obligations 

(no or minimal US taxes owed), and when one needs to contact 

the professional firm several times each filing year to make sure 

filing on one's behalf will meet impending filing deadline. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia I had to pay a professional to do my taxes this year for the first 

time ever (I was usually able to do them myself), and my tax 

refund went down by $300 just for clicking that I had received a 

salary from abroad... a salary that was only for 3 months and 

was literally a quarter of what I received in three months on my 

former salary as a teacher in the United States.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I don't know where to begin in describing the problems I have as 

a result of US taxation. It is the single largest detractor from my 

quality of life. This should be seen as a reflection not on how 

great my life is (I have my fair shares of ups and downs) but as a 

reflection on how large a problem US taxation is. Because of it I 

cannot start my own business, I cannot jointly own a home with 

my spouse in my country of residence, I cannot invest or save 

for retirement. Because of US taxation, I do not and I cannot 

have normal access to the assets (money, investments, real 

estate) that are necessary in order to live - to subsist - in the 

modern world. I am petrified that my husband dies before me. If 

he does, or if he divorces me, I'll have no way to live, I will lose 

everything as all is in his name. 

 

I am afraid for my children. When they were born it was very 

important for me that they have US citizenship. How could I 

have understood the problems I was saddling them with? They 

are contemplating renouncing their US citizenship. It would 

break my heart if they did, but I would understand. 

 

Preparing a tax declaration for my country of residence is 

something that occupies little time or thought. It is quickly done. 

In very stark contrast, the need to prepare and file a US tax 

return is an enormous albatross that hangs around my neck not 

once a year but all the time. To begin, I cannot prepare my own 

return. I have 3 post-graduate degrees but I cannot figure out 

how to complete my US tax return correctly. The last time I tried 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 



 
 

210 
 

- a year when I spent easily over 30 hours trying to fill it out - I 

made a mistake and had to pay a fine. So I have no choice but to 

pay someone else to do it.  

 

This is a big problem. Finding someone who knows what they 

are doing and is reasonably priced is impossible. And don't even 

get me started on the level of customer service they provide - it 

is abysmal. As for how each year goes: during the first four 

months I spend many many hours collecting the documentation 

my tax preparer needs. During the next five+ months I write 

many emails to my tax preparer first checking that she has 

everything, then checking that she's preparing my return, then 

begging her to acknowledge me, and then as the final October 

deadline approaches, I spend my nights waking up in a cold 

sweat because I have no confidence that my preparer will 

actually acknowledge me, let alone prepare and complete my 

return on time. A day or two before the final October deadline I 

finally hear from her, insisting that there is some document I did 

not give her and that I must provide to her in urgency. I explain 

to her where she can find it in the documentation I already gave 

her months before. She finally finds it, finishes my return and a 

few hours before the final October deadline my return is finally 

submitted to the IRS.  

 

So then I have a couple of months to recover and mentally 

prepare myself to start the whole process again in January. And 

for all this I have the privilege of writing a check to my preparer 

for never less than $2500 and a few times for more than $3000. 

All of this occurs in order to tell the IRS that I owe $0 in US 

taxes. Could I find a new preparer? Sure. I've done so in the past. 

The thing is, they all work this way. They know they have a 

captive market and they don't care about the people who pay 

them. It's very clear that who they really work for is the IRS - 

professional tax preparers are privatized extensions of the IRS. 

However, while the IRS is paid for by public funds, tax 

preparers are paid for by each individual "taxpayer." And, again, 

this is the case even when the "taxpayer" owes $0 to the IRS.  

 

All of this makes me angry, of course. Perhaps more 

importantly, it makes me ashamed of my home country. The 

manner by which the United States treats it citizens living 

overseas is immoral. The manner by which US policymakers 

inflict punishment and neglect upon Americans living overseas 

should frighten - petrify - all Americans, not just those who live 

overseas. 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I am a freelance translator about to retire whose business income 

is very low, but was obliged to pay 300 euros HT more to fulfill 

my reporting obligations. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I inherited stocks and bonds from my parents in the US. Ever 

since I have had to spend about 4000 euros a year for a tax 

lawyer to file my US tax returns. Often I do not have to pay US 

taxes. It is so long and tedious to compile all of the paperwork 

needed for the US tax return. 4000 euros is way over monthly 

revenue and so is a big financial burden. I get so stressed out 

every year when I have to do this. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California 5 years ago I had to pay a tax professional (2000€) to get me up 

to date on previously unfiled taxes. I wasn’t aware I should have 

been filing in the US as a permanent overseas resident, filing and 

paying in my country of residence. I owed nothing to the US. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I made a slight mistake on my 1040 (about 5 years ago) and 

received a bill to pay from the iRS. i knew I didn't owe anything, 

but having to re-send another corrected tax declaration 1) caused 

me stress and 2) made me have to find a tax specialist to assist 

me in doing this. 

 

The tax specialist then told me that i hadn't been declaring my 

rental apartment. Aha!  

 

Though i am quite capable of declaring to the IRS, as i have 

been doing for years, this new declaration is so complex 

(depreciation, etc.) that since then i have been paying this 

woman to do my tax declaration. Paying her when i owe 

nothing. 

 

This infuriates me. But each year I bite the bullet and tell myself 

that this is the price I must pay to be an American.... A pathetic 

pill to swallow. 

Resident of: France  
Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana It’s incredibly burdensome to file US taxes as a non-US resident. 

Having no financial activities in the US for the past 14 years, I 

experience worldwide taxation and disclosure of worldwide 

assets to be costly both in terms of time and expense, as well as 

an intrusion of privacy. If I no longer had immediate family in 

the US, I would renounce my citizenship solely due to the global 

taxation and asset reporting. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Mexico Assembling the information to file a US declaration and paying 

for its preparation is stressful - it provokes a fight with my 

French spouse every year - and extremely expensive. 

 

I retired July 1, 2020. Prior to that time, I paid 2% of my annual 

income to an accountant  to prepare my US declaration every 

year. It will cost the same this year despite the fact that my 

income is not the same. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I am unable to invest in anything any of my colleagues do 

without it being considered a pfic. I tried to fill out the form for 

PFICs once for my French husband when we lived in the states 

and it took us weeks to figure out. The IRS didn’t know the 

answers to our questions and neither did any American tax 

providers. Luckily at the time, he made very little off the pfic 

and so did not end up having to do as much as it could have been 

but this was so incredibly stressful. And deters me from having 

any sort of retirement plan myself now that we live abroad 

again.  

 

Also, I had to turn down a dream job because the company only 

hired free lancers to teach dance. Being a free lancer abroad 

would mean I would have to pay someone to do my taxes as I 

really don’t understand the implications between my two 

countries and so I called around. The only person who seemed to 

know what they were talking about based on a few of my initial 

questions quoted me 900$ an hour!!! More than I would have 

made part timing as a dance teacher in 3 months! 

 

It’s unfair and I want so badly to stay American but I’m not sure 

I can afford it. We’re looking to buy a house soon and I’m 

scared. I’ve read and read and. Read publications and I just don’t 

understand- and I don’t make enough to ever owe anything but I 

also can’t afford 900$ an hour. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Every financial decision as well as tax preparation are extremely 

stressful. I have spent hours trying to find individuals familiar 

with US & FR tax and investment laws. I finally found someone 

and paid over 500 Euros for his services -- I pay no taxes in the 

US! And I will have to use his services yearly due to a rental 

apartment we have. (The filing is too complicated for me to 

figure out on my own.) 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington It’s difficult to find a competent tax preparer for the US taxes 

who does not charge an exorbitant amount for his services. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Each year we pay hundreds of dollars to a tax preparer due to the 

complexities of filing from abroad. We never actually owe 

anything but end up spending a fortune. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Each year, despite being well underneath the level that rises to 

paying US tax I spend an exorbitant amount of money to have a 

professional do my US tax returns! It is too complicated for me 

to do myself. I ONLY earn income in France. It is annoying at 

best to have to file the FBAR every year. My French bank now 

demands that I file my SS# with them. Should I get married to 

my non-US citizen partner, I am limited as to how to manage 

money and tax filing to protect his interests. I find it unjust that 

despite earning no US income for over 14yrs I must still file US 

tax returns.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Today I pay 1K euro yearly for a French/US professional to 

prepare my taxes, not because I want to but quite simply because 

I’m obliged due to complexity. This of course takes away from 

any opportunity to invest this money for retirement. Clearly 

infringing on my rights to be treated equally from homeland 

Americans. 

 

-my wife and boys live in France since 17 years, due to family 

reasons, and as my sons are coming to age where they soon will 

file it burdens my family as they don’t speak English and as 

citizens are forced to file in fear of penalty and being able to 

travel to the US to visit grandparents.  

 

-I could go on and on, however the above are some key drivers 

in my continued anger over this policy whereby my birth 

country does not support nor foster my family’s wellbeing. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Living in France, it was difficult to find an accountant to prepare 

my 2019 taxes. As this was the first year I have lived overseas 

and there were items requiring expert opinion regarding 

expenses from my previous business, I was forced to go with an 

accounting firm that charged exorbitant fees - nearly three times 

what I have paid in the past even when I had the business. I felt I 

was taken hostage because I was in a CATCH-22 position. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Thank you for founding SEAT! We are an American couple 

(each with dual European nationalities) who met in Paris 15 

years ago and continue to make our life here after 25 years of 

expat life. We pay significant fees every year for our US tax 

returns to be filed by a professional - not counting the valuable 

man-hours on our side to prepare docs for filing and filling out 

FBARs. We generally owe very little on taxes to the US and the 

entire process is a waste of time and money that could better be 

used reinvested in the economy (either in France or on our trips 

to the US). Note that we would be fine - in theory - going 

through this process if the US government actually considered 

us to be citizens with enough value to merit a US Rep. The same 

way that France has had Assemblée members representing the 

French diaspora by global region. (And they don’t even have to 

pay taxes to France if none of their income derived from French 

sources...too logical!) Representation without taxation sounds 

dreamy but taxation without representation is infuriating. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I file US tax returns and FBARS. I have lived in France for over 

45 years and have no US investments or income. Filing US tax 

returns is costly and annoying especially when in the end there is 

no tax to be paid except for the unjustified penalizing taxation of 

PFICs which are common investments in France.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Impossible to complete tax returns on my own, the cheapest tax 

service I found is $1000 per year. And in filing it is very hard to 

align to the US system for income for rentals; we have decided 

to sell our rental place to avoid problems- crazy! 

 

Also, in looking at other investments some are not eligible for 

“US persons”.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia US tax forms are too complicated and language used is 

incomprehensible to anyone without a law or accounting degree. 

I have lived abroad for over 20 years and the idea that I was 

filling out my tax forms wrong led me to stop filling altogether 

until last year, when I decided to face it head-on and complete 

the streamline procedure to file for delinquent years. I was 

forced to pay exorbitant rates to an expat tax service to process 

the paperwork because it was impossible to do on my own. 

 

Now that I am caught up on past years, I feel like I am forced to 

continue paying tax experts to do my taxes in the future, in order 

to avoid penalties. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I work for a US organization in a foreign country, so my taxes 

are deducted in the US by my US employer. I am also a citizen 

of my country of residence. My husband pays local taxes. 

Rationalizing the 2 systems in order to avoid double taxation 

should be easy, but is not - We both have many additional forms 

to fill out and had to use a professional this year to make sure all 

was being done correctly in both countries. Stressful and 

expensive, especially when the IRS ends up owing me money 

every year! I find it very difficult to get info on which financial 

products overseas are subject to FBAR etc declarations, meaning 

I probably declare far more than I should have to in reality. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska Filing for both countries has become more complicated over the 

years and especially worse since being married about 7 years 

ago.  

 

Having social security income, property, investments etc in each 

country is a very big tax burden for us both. 

 

The amount of time to prepare documents and to be sure that 

everything has been included and correct (!) is extreme! Not to 

mention the price for US tax assistance and pressure to meet 

deadlines especially when travelling between the countries and 

THE necessary document is in the other country! 

 

We are regarded as criminals by all tax authorities because we 

also live overseas while the very rich can hide their millions 

away from the prying eyes of the US government and get away 

with it! 

 

I would renounce my US citizenship, but still want/need to go to 

the US from time to time without a hassle. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of:  Pennsylvania Despite not having a very high salary or significant assets, I 

spend a large sum every year on tax professionals and other 

financial specialists. Despite this, the US CBT system adds a 

level of complexity to financial and retirement planning that has 

made it nearly impossible to find compliant investments in the 

country where I live. This has created a high level of insecurity 

for me and my family and significant pressure on my marriage. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Never lived in US  Every year my tax preparers (taxes for expats) seem to find a 

new issue with my financial situation in regards to my filing 

obligations to the IRS making each year more expensive than the 

next. In the three years since I started filing I have not owed a 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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single cent in taxes but have spent over $15 000 in accountant 

fees which causes me an huge amount of distress. 

 

I would ultimately like to see the end of American citizenship-

based taxation. However, I foster so much distrust towards the 

American government that I think either way I should renounce 

my citizenship to protect myself. 

 

I would also like to see the renunciation fee reduced to $0 as 

renunciation is a constitutional right and as such I can't 

understand how the US could charge such a large amount. 

Especially as the only people likely to be deterred by this fee are 

those with small incomes. I find this extremely unfair and 

predatorial on behalf of the US. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois It is a never-ending nightmare. I pay a specialized accountant 

thousands of dollars to do my tax declarations which if I only 

had to do in France it would take me 30min by myself. Keeping 

track of all accounts and their totals each year, trying to get a 

home loan when many banks won't touch me, being restricted 

from benefiting in any French tax-advantaged savings 

schemes.... it's all a nightmare. 

 

I think it's clear. this is a huge and unnecessary burden for 

"normal" citizens. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My tax preparation fees are frequently higher than the tax owed. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It costs me thousands of dollars every year to find the rare 

accountant that can prepare my returns even though I have never 

owed US taxes since moving abroad. I have investments in the 

US that will be subject to nearly 70% taxes when they liquidate 

merely because I live abroad, even though I worked my whole 

life to save up that equity and grow it to be my retirement nest 

egg, now I am losing almost all of it because of the US's unfair 

and punitive tax policies. I have been turned away from opening 

an account at several French banks because they say that the US 

government has too many restrictions and requirements and it's 

easier for them not to deal with US citizens.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois 1) Tax return must be done by a professional: 1700 euros per 

year 

2) Investments refused by French banks or companies because 

of my US citizenship 

3) Majority of investments in my wife's name who is French 

with a legal contract between us in case of death or divorce. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Extra paperwork  

It costs at least 1000 euros to complete whereas my French taxes 

are easier to handle. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Filing US income tax is a nightmare and very expensive (several 

thousand dollars a year). In addition, having to report accounts 

via FBAR and FATCA is duplicative and onerous. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Very difficult to find knowledgeable tax preparers here or there. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Inordinate filing costs (over $12k/year) to comply with both 

French and US tax laws. 

 

Difficulties opening bank and brokerage accounts in France and 

Switzerland. 

 

Permanent feeling of uncertainty that we are doing the right 

thing vis-à-vis both jurisdictions. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As I am required to file US taxes but have only a minuscule 

amount of income I am required to file long forms which I find 

complicated. So must pay an accountant which is expensive. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
The need for professional assistance is driven by the need to 

comply with French tax rules as well. It makes little sense to 

cost my US and French compliance costs separately since they 

have to be done as a package. Financial account reporting that is 

either redundant or unrelated to taxes account for a significant 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 



 
 

218 
 

part of the costs. My accountant's fees have increased since I 

began filing in both countries, around 2006, from c. EUR 1000 

to more than EUR 4000. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I waste 8+ hours each year pulling tax information together for 

US, then pay significantly a US tax advisor to actually file taxes 

and must spend more time responding to questions. I pay more 

to the accountant than I ever receive in refund. The law seems 

made to ensure accountants get rich while abiding citizens get 

discriminated against. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I spend a huge amount of time gathering documents and making 

spreadsheets for US tax preparation; even though I use a 

professional tax preparer. 

 

The cost and time has been even greater because of the stupid 

IRS fight to exclude the French CSG/CRDS as a foreign tax 

credit. I paid my tax preparer and spent lots of my own time 

amending 6 yrs of US income taxes. The IRS owes us thousands 

of dollars, and STILL (one year later) has not gotten back to us 

on any of these amendments. 

 

[I feel] anger, frustration, resentment, and stress. I also find it 

amazing that a well-educated person such as myself, with an 

MBA, needs professional help to prepare our US tax returns. 

The definitions and concepts are so arcane that no average 

person can understand them. 

 

I resent the attitude of the US government who seems to think 

they are above any other country when it comes to taxes. I 

haven't lived in the US for >35 years, and I don't see why I 

should owe so much in tax to a country in which I do not live. 

 

Tax should be separate from citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I had complied for 28 years until it became complicated and 

have not been in compliance since 2001. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I am unfamiliar with any and nearly all details regarding taxing 

Americans. I have willingly forgotten to declare taxes in the 

USA because until my 6th year in France, I was either a student 

or was not making enough money to declare. I understand that 

declaring is obligatory after one has $10,000 in the bank, which 

I did not have until my 6th year in France. That said, I am 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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slightly aware that there are serious taxation problems and that 

these taxation problems must be addressed. Aside from voting, I 

do not know what I could do to continue supporting this 

problem. Until I marry, I do not see this severely impacting my 

life. This could however, have a serious influence on marriage 

one day, if I discover unsettling information.  
 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Accidental American who has 

renounced US citizenship 
 

Renounced 1 year ago  
Born in: California I never filed for any tax return nor for FBAR 

 

I have not entered the US tax system as I was not really aware of 

it. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona In 2017 from March to October my foreign (non US) husband's 

personal investment account was frozen. As a US citizen my 

personal investment account in the same bank is blocked. 

Apparently the computer thought that my husband was also 

American. When the bank finally figured out the mistake, his 

account was then re-opened but my account remains blocked 

because I am a US citizen. 

 

I felt rage and a great sadness that such things could occur. It 

was the first time I ever felt like renouncing. The only reason I 

have not yet is that my family roots in American go way to the 

Revolutionary War in which five of my ancestors fought and 

were officers.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia I was finally able to find a bank account almost a year ago, but it 

took over a month to find a bank who would accept me and then 

four weeks for the bank to accept all of my paperwork. The 

banks who rejected me as well as the bank who accepted me 

indicated that the reason for rejection/length of processing time 

this was all due to the fact that I am an American citizen and that 

they have to jump through extra hoops due to the American 

system of taxation for its citizens.  

 

I am banned from all online banks due to this as well, and I am 

also banned from opening a certain savings accounts, life 

insurances, etc., all linked due to the American taxation rules. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I tried to open on line bank accounts because their fees are lower 

than my traditional bank fees. As soon as I wrote that I was born 

the US the sites informed me that I cannot open an account with 

them. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Pennsylvania 
I have 30 days to persuade my bank that I am not a US person. If 

I can't they will close my savings accounts, and I will have to 

remove my title to the joint accounts I hold with my husband. I 

will have no personal access to my own money. My pension will 

be paid to my husband, I suppose. 

 

I am extremely worried. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I was denied a bank account at three separate institutions. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have been at my excellent French online bank Boursorama 

since 2004. I had said years ago in the paperwork that I was 

American, but there was no action until August 2020. 

 

First I received a questionnaire (hard to understand) to find out if 

I was American. The questionnaire mentioned FATCA. A week 

or so after they received the questionnaire, I received a letter 

saying that it was "convenient for them" (French wording) to 

close my 2 accounts (a checking acct and a standard French low-

interest saving account) and I had 60 days to completely clear 

out those Boursorama accounts (all those transfers I had to make 

and verify.) 

 

It takes time to find a GOOD bank. Classic French banks have 

high fees and poor customer service!!!! 

 

I am looking for another bank right now, and it is not easy. The 

other online bank I am interested in seems less organized and 

less user-friendly (easy to use AND good online customer 

service) than Boursorama which I REALLY LIKED (unusual in 

banks). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I am contacted by my existing two French banks on a regular 

basis threatening to suspend my privileges if I do not provide all 

information they require to be FATCA compliant. I understand 

they need to ensure compliance but it feels very intrusive and 

makes my position here feel precarious. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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It is highly stressful and time consuming, not to mention 

uncomfortable, having to share data over which you then feel 

you have no control, and which might end up penalising you. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I work abroad and earn approximately $30,000 USD per year. I 

needed a local bank account to finalize my contract and then get 

paid. I went to several banks and was denied. I was also 

ineligible for any mobile or online banks. It was very frustrating 

and stressful, especially because my employer was pressuring 

me to get it done faster. I was worried I just wouldn't be able to 

find a bank at all. Eventually I did manage to get an account but 

it was difficult.  

 

I also hate filling out additional reporting paperwork every year 

that is sent to the IRS. Last year I filed my taxes on my own for 

free since I was under the limit. But it was stressful to know if I 

had done it right. The year before I used the service from H&R 

Block and even they were confused and unsure of how to 

proceed. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Opening a bank account in France was a nightmare, basically 

they did everything they could to discourage us, even doing 

background checks because they had been fined the previous 

year for doing FATCA filings wrong. It was easier to get visas, 

go thru OFII, get our annual Carte de Sejours, Carte Vital, 

Driver’s License etc. than to open a bank account with automatic 

deposits and a healthy opening balance. 

 

FATCA laws have made opening account so incredibly difficult. 

I am lucky I am able to prepare our taxes, so many others have 

to pay so much to get theirs done. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
When I moved to France in December 2019, I tried to open a 

local bank account in order to receive my new salary. There was 

a significant delay (two months) in this getting done because of 

the US tax implications and paperwork required. This resulted in 

fees when my salary had to still be transferred to my US 

account, and overall difficulties and stress. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I arrived in France in 2017. I hired a consultant to help me find a 

home. She also set me up with a French bank - which is needed 

right away. She said due to US reporting requirements by non-

US banks, there are very few banks who will allow US citizens 

to establish a French bank account. You can do almost nothing 

in France if you do not have a French bank account. I don't feel 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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like I can change banks. I am a non-resident for over 20 years (I 

lived in Australia before France). Only 2 countries in the world 

require NON-RESIDENTS to file tax returns - Eritrea & the US. 

Really??? 

 

As an Australian citizen, non-resident, I don't have to file annual 

taxes. This makes sense. Yes, I pay tax on certain parts of my 

pension, but that is it. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Finding a bank that would allow me to open an account when I 

moved to France last year was a nightmare. Most banks outright 

refused me when they found out I was an American citizen, one 

said they'd give me a card that would allow me to take money 

out of ATM's but wouldn't actually let me make payments with 

the card directly. I ended up opening an account with an online-

only bank that gave me an IBAN from the Netherlands, and then 

open a French account after having said IBAN. For whatever 

reason my job would only pay me through a French account 

with a French IBAN, so I ended up being paid late due to all of 

this. I probably spent extra fees changing American money to 

French with my American account due to this. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania As of May 2020 we noticed that our account with Carrefour 

Banque was no longer debiting 400€/month from our Crédit 

Agricole checking account to be deposited into our "Compte 

Pass" with Carrefour, which we use for our monthly grocery 

purchases with our "Carte Pass", issued by Carrefour. When we 

inquired about the reason they stopped the transfers, we were 

told it was because we were U.S. citizens. So we knew 

immediately that we had been stung by FATCA. We can still use 

our Carte Pass at Carrefour, but instead of drawing on funds in 

our Carrefour Banque account, all monthly purchases are debited 

from our Crédit Agricole bank account in one lump sum at the 

end of the month, as if we were paying with a credit card. This is 

much less convenient for us, and we felt as though we were 

being discriminated against simply because of our American 

citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I was denied an account at Boursorama because I was born on 

the US. This caused us to not receive 150€‚¬ sponsorship 

offered for opening a new account. I was disappointed and 

angry. 

 

This is not fair to put reporting requirements on foreign banks, 

etc. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have been denied a bank account and am prohibited from 

investing because I am a US citizen living with a long-term visa 

in France (Carte de Sejour).  

 

One bank didn't even respond to my request for even a short-

term mortgage as I was selling my house in the US because I 

was an American citizen.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
The most egregious example to date: 

 

I have held a checking account in my own name with ING since 

2006. A connected savings account has been jointly held with 

my husband since sometime shortly after we were married in 

2007. His checking account is with AXA banque who tried to 

shut his account down a few years ago and only allowed him to 

keep it - after much persuading - because he is an executive at 

AXA IM. They allowed this only under the condition that he 

keep less than 10,000 euros in the account at any time.  

 

Earlier this year we decided it would be easier for him to have a 

checking account with ING since I’m already there and we 

already have that joint savings account. IT HAS BEEN 

NEARLY FIVE MONTHS since he first sent in the paperwork 

to open the new account. Documents have been re-signed and 

filed and yet they STILL cannot explain why his account cannot 

be opened. We even tried to do it as a joint account to make it 

easier, since we ALREADY HAVE A JOINT ACCOUNT. This 

is INSANITY!!! We call every week and are constantly told that 

it should be opened “soon”... INSANE!! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Due to FATCA, foreign online banks accounts are denied to me 

as our certain other banking advantages. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Nevada Very hard and nearly impossible to open an assurance vie, to 

open an account for investing in stocks. All banks and 

organization either refuse me because I am American with a 

residence outside the US or apply crazy numbers to discourage.  

Very very frustrating since it impacts my daily life. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Hard time opening bank accounts. Only options are expensive 

banks. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania After 28 years, in 2018 my bank asked us to leave. Officially it 

was not stated it was due to my US citizenship but in hindsight I 

am certain it was! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee We are penalized every day for being Americans with regard of 

banking. This is a major annoyance. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia My foreign bank account activities have been severely limited 

(only deposits & withdrawals allowed) due to me being an 

American citizen. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In France: I have had to change banks due to "American 

Persons" status and my new bank severely limits any 

investments I can have. 

 

In the US : I am unable actively invest as do not have US 

residence.  

 

Conclusion : Blocked on both sides. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
Clearly, when disclosing to a French financial institution that 

you are a US citizen or resident, doors are slammed in your face. 

- My husband and I have held an account at Société Générale 

(French bank) for over 45 years. In the past 5 years or so, we are 

regularly contacted by the bank warning us that our account may 

be closed due to our US ties. Nothing happens in the end, but it's 

nerve racking.  

- Recently, we bought a house in the south of France, for which 

we established a special purpose company (called SCI) to help 

our children participate in the acquisition. Our bank, SG, refused 

to open an account for the SCI because our children are US 

citizens, not resident in France. We ended up opening an account 

with another French bank, BNP Paribas) but only because we 

agreed to invest with them a substantial sum and gave them a 

management mandate. 

- About this BNP Paribas account: Because of our US ties, the 

account in which the investment is residing is a black box. We 

cannot obtain information on a current basis. We have been 

promised an annual paper statement mailed to our French 

address. We are not permitted to contact them regarding this 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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account, ask questions or receive any information other than 

accept the annual statement. Simply stated: it's blackmail and 

perhaps extorsion? 

- No French bank will allow us to open a brokerage account 

- As a US citizen, no French bank or French insurance company 

will sell me an "Assurance Vie". Neither can my husband 

because he is married to a US citizen. 

- A UK bank (Barclays) with whom we have an account has 

restricted many online services. We can only consult our balance 

on line. If we need to transfer money from the account, it has to 

be through an assisted process on the phone, meaning higher 

fees, a slower process, and having to go through several levels of 

complicated security questions.  

- That same bank account was frozen because of our US status. 

It took several months to reinstate the account after we provided 

extensive documentation, including authenticated copies of 

passports and answered lengthy questionnaires. 

- Recently, I opened an account in France and had to lie about 

my US citizenship status. Without this lie, I would not have been 

able to open an account with this bank or any other French bank. 

Even though the account was a simple bank deposit account, 

earning no interest. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My bank account at ING was closed because of FATCA. 

I've experienced stress and confusion over FATCA and FBAR 

regulations and filing requirements, and concern that my French bank 

will close my accounts. 

 

Most of all, I fail to comprehend how the U.S. government can 

discriminate against its overseas in this blatant manner.  

I would like to see FATCA repealed. 

 

FATCA is simply discriminatory -- it assumes that overseas 

Americans have something to hide financially. See the Wikipedia 

entry for a full list of criticisms of FATCA: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Account_Tax_Compliance_Act 

For years, the IRS has directed FBAR filers to a site called Financial 

Crimes Enforcement Network. Why?  

1) I'm not a perpetrator of financial crimes, but a U.S. taxpayer who 

files with the IRS and the French tax authorities every year.  

2) Grammatically, the site title suggests it refers to the enforcement of 

financial crimes. Crimes are combatted, LAWS are enforced. Come 

on, people! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - 

$99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I was denied banking services in Germany from several local 

banks (2018). The start date of my job was delayed by a month 

consequently. It was very frustrating to be faced with this 

challenge upon arriving in a new country. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia In 2008-10, we were put in a silo with other US account holders 

at UBS, and could speak to one agent only. We were limited to 

the basic current account only. That limit continues to this day. 

 

We believe that our local French bank customer service agent 

listed us as French, and used our French passports. We have 

heard nothing in 10 years. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I have tried to sign up for online banking only accounts with 

various institutions (ING, Boursorama, HSBC), and each time I 

have been refused because I am American and the banks must 

deal with FATCA. As a result, I have to pay more for in-person 

banking, which is not only archaic and expensive, but 

unnecessary. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
My local bank in the town where I live proposed some 

investments, but then withdrew the offer after their legal 

department said no because I'm American.  

 

Humiliating and penalizing. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I was refused an account at the BNP. As a resident of France for 

36 years, it is very frustrating to not have options in terms of 

which banks to do business with. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I was refused annuity at Fortuneo bank, a loan at Credit du Nord 

and a brokerage account at De Giro due to the fact that I am a 

US citizen. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have tried to open online brokerage accounts with nearly all of 

the online banks in France, where I live, but have only found one 

brokerage willing to accept US citizen clients. However, I am 

doubtful as to whether I will be allowed to keep this account for 

long because they do not seem equipped to handle US citizen 

clients and appear to me to be mistaking mistakes. 

 

In addition, I suspect that I am only allowed to keep my more 

costly retail bank investment accounts because I opened them 

long before FATCA came into effect. In the case of this bank, its 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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FATCA processes seem to be mostly well in place, although for 

a long time they had me listed as a UK citizen despite my US 

passport on file and no evidence of UK citizenship. 

 

Furthermore, I have been denied access to certain investment 

products and opportunities due to US citizens being excluded by 

the suppliers. US-based investment product providers and banks, 

such as Citi, are the worst offenders in that regard: they refuse to 

sell products to US citizens abroad due to their US citizenship, 

but will not sell them the US-domiciled equivalents either due to 

the foreign residence of said US citizens. As a financial 

professional, I know that they can easily accept US citizen 

investors without any additional risk for them, but they refuse to 

do so. 

 

Otherwise, I am in the process of looking for a mortgage for a 

potential home purchase, but I have already been informed that 

my US citizenship will pose a problem, expressed in the form of 

outright refusal despite a high income or in the form of higher 

fees to cover the lender’s additional risk, irrespective of whether 

that risk is real or perceived. 

 

Assuming I obtain local citizenship, which I am in the process of 

requesting, I seriously consider hiding my US citizenship when 

opening new accounts in the future. Based on my past 

experiences with my primary bank and others, my non-US 

birthplace may well lead banks to willingly ignore any signs that 

I have US citizenship. On the other hand, that course of action 

may lead to consequences in the US, for example, in the unlikely 

case that I ever move back to the US. 

 

At a personal level, after FATCA was introduced, I felt constant 

fear, until I understood that the IRS says it is unable to use the 

data it receives and that non-US residents aren’t a priority for the 

agency.  

 

However, since I have been fortunate enough to have some 

savings to invest, I am primarily worried and angry about the 

exceedingly complex, time consuming, and penalty-laden 

information gathering, record keeping specific to the US, and 

reporting requirements, not to mention the tax pitfalls and the 

ever changing positions of US Treasury, IRS, politicians and 

laws regarding the financial dealings of “US Persons” abroad. 

None of my non-American neighbors is subject to such risks, 

restrictions and extra taxation, and no US resident with US-

based accounts has to live with said risks, etc. In my view, this 

amounts to nothing less than discrimination by the US 

government against citizens based on their place of residence, 

which would be illegal if such discrimination took place in the 

US. 
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More broadly, I am irate about the callous denial by US 

lawmakers and policymakers that FATCA and FBAR 

requirements disproportionately harm low and middle income 

Americans abroad, while having little to no effect on the 

financial and investing activities of the wealthy “fat cats” and 

“terrorists” these laws are meant to target. In particular, the 

FBAR seems to have become the prosecution tool of choice 

when prosecutors think they will not have enough evidence to 

convict suspected criminals for their real crimes. Even though 

the public FBAR cases have all involved US residents, the use of 

the FBAR as a substitute charge for real crimes leads me to 

suspect that the problem will only get worse for Americans 

abroad, most of whom appear to be completely unaware (and 

rightly so in many cases) of FBAR and FATCA requirements. In 

the case of FATCA, what angers me on the one hand, amongst 

Democrats especially, is the false belief that because the law’s 

intent is to target wealthy tax cheats that it actually accomplishes 

this goal and on the other hand, amongst Republicans especially, 

is that FATCA is a wonderful tool to increase business 

opportunities for US banks at the expense of foreign rivals 

through added costs for foreign banks on their non-US activities 

and a welcoming attitude to nearly all the dirty money in the 

world through exemptions from money laundering laws that are 

available to non-resident aliens but not to US citizens.  

 

In the case of FBAR and FATCA, US incompetence and 

hypocrisy knows no bounds. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York French banks refuse to open investment accounts for us because 

of FATCA. We are unable to make any tax sheltered 

investments in France because any such investments lead to 

significant US tax. Most US brokerage houses refuse to deal 

with US expats particularly those who reside in France. We also 

had a difficult time opening a bank account in Hong Kong, 

where we worked for 2 years (2012-14). We finally managed to 

open a simple checking account through the intervention our 

French bank. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Online banks, Ing and the like, do not open accounts for 

Americans, to save themselves the cost and hassle of US 

reporting requirements. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I am not allowed to invest in my home country because I am US 

person, [beyond a] a simple savings account. Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Felt shocked that a French financial institution had indicia of my 

US citizenship, undisclosed to me.  Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I do not know what my banks do with the information that I am 

an American citizen and an American taxpayer. Is that 

information confidential? About once a year each of my banks 

sends me a form to indicate that I am subject to US taxation, or 

to confirm that that is still the case. It is more a nuisance than a 

real problem, but I do not see why a bank here should have to 

care whether I am an American citizen or not. It's none of their 

business! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The FATCA requirement that foreign banks need to give 

detailed reports of any American clients is causing foreign banks 

to drop U.S. clients to avoid the paperwork. This requirement is 

in contradiction of many banks' privacy policies, as well as our 

individual rights as tax-paying citizens abroad. 

 

In relation to the FBAR (FinCEN), there is no need for the U.S. 

government to know the maximum account values in U.S. 

citizens' bank and investment accounts at any given time of the 

year. Just reporting the account numbers should be enough when 

the aggregate total exceeds $10,000 annually. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I was a partner in my husband's business from 2012 to 2020. I 

previously worked as Company Secretary and have worked as a 

consultant through this business in the past. This has become too 

complicated so I have gifted my share in the business to my 

husband this year and will no longer take an active role due to 

US tax reporting obligations. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I think it’s terrible that the USA should ask us to pay double 

taxes as an American citizen living abroad. I have 2 children that 

have French-American nationalities, they have never lived in the 

USA and we have lived in France for 20+years now. We pay 

enormous taxes in France and could not pay more in USA. My 

husband has put the majority of our assets in his name due to 

this reason, which causes harm and stress in our marriage. Also 

leaving me vulnerable due to this American tax policy. This has 

been an injustice to me as an American citizen living and raiding 

my family abroad. 

 

This ridiculous policy should be terminated!! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have lived abroad for 33 years and my husband is not a US 

person. My retirement and savings accounts abroad were all shut 

by the banks in France between 2010 and 2015 because they 

didn't want to do FATCA reporting. I moved some of my 

savings to the US and transferred the rest to my husband. Now it 

is the US that has blocked my investment accounts because I 

live in France and they don't want to do reporting to the French 

(this includes my IRA and retirement savings in the US). So I 

find myself close to retirement with no access to financial 

services despite 41 years of hard work and honest savings. Very 

19th century - I have been forced to transfer all my money to my 

husband and my father! It is humiliating and infuriating to be a 

pawn in a sick power battle between the US and Europe over 

who can set up the most dissuasive and annoying financial 

reporting requirements! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida In November 2016, I was denied the possibility to open a bank 

account in a non-US bank. 

I had never heard of FATCA, neither had the bank clerk. 

I had to do some research for her. 

Besides, I didn't know I was still a USC, having completed a 

form when I was about 18, and having ticked the box: "I choose 

to be French and only French". 

I felt quite frustrated. 

Since then, I have inherited some money from my mother when 

she died, and I found it wiser to transfer most of it onto my 

husband's accounts... even more frustrating! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana Twice have not been able to open savings/checking accounts 

outside the US. Delays in processing the opening of accounts 

due to my US citizenship, complicated paperwork from banks 

regarding my US citizenship, confusion from overseas banks 

due to my husband having another citizenship but asking him to 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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supply a US SSN. In several cases we’ve opted to exclude my 

name/joint ownership of foreign accounts and investment funds 

purely due to US tax reporting. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am unable to have signatory power with my French husband on 

any of his bank accounts, which will jeopardize me financially if 

he should suddenly pass away. I cannot be a full partner in our 

business without filing voluminous costly paperwork and being 

subject to US taxation.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio My partner rightfully does not want the US to have information 

about his money in his country. We can’t have a joint checking 

account which makes things difficult especially as I plan to be a 

stay at home mom. I also don’t know if I can be on our mortgage 

we’re still looking into it. And the frustration of this burden that 

applies to literally no one else is just so unfair. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am French American and my spouse is Italian and we wanted 

to open a joint account in Italy in order to purchase a house 

together, this was not possible because of my American 

citizenship the bank refused.  

 

In France I wanted to rent an apartment and I needed to set up a 

bank guarantee to be able to sign the lease, this mechanism 

requires for the equivalent of 1 year or rent to be placed in a life 

insurance which could then be used by the bank to implement de 

guarantee. However opening a life insurance with an American 

citizenship is extremely difficult and most banks refuse. I was 

able to change banks to get this service in time to secure the 

lease but the entire process took 3 months. In a region where the 

real estate market is quite competitive I was lucky not to lose the 

rental contract to another person because of this delay. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California A non-US citizen spouse often determines whether a US citizen 

will declare or not (reported to me by my US tax accountant). 

The spouse does not like the US to have access to all of our 

financial information, so we have to have accounts with and 

without my signature. When he receives bonuses, we have to 

have the money deposited in an account without my signature, 

so that we would not be reporting his income to the US, where 

he is neither a citizen or green card holder. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I can’t hold a shared account with my partner because of 

potential taxation. 

 

I can’t invest in real estate with my partner otherwise he will be 

liable too. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin When helping my father who became dependent I incurred  

significant expenses which I was not able to recover from his 

estate because of bank transfer regulations.  

 

My son was unable to get a mortgage from a French Bank 

because the banks did not want to deal with the paperwork due 

to his U.S. citizenship. 

 

My husband refuses to have me on our bank accounts due to 

U.S. reporting regulations, this means I will probably be 

financially penalised upon his decease. 

 

We are a middle class couple and are not trying to 'hide' 

anything but we are made to feel like criminals. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California [I entered a streamlined program] to prepare for renouncing 

nationality if and when I make that decision. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I was terrified for years, playing ostrich about this. 

When my mom died in the USA leaving me taxable savings 

bonds, I knew I had to come clean. It was an arduous lengthy 

process giving the information to Taxes for Expats but they were 

very helpful and once I had gone through the process I felt 

tremendous relief. 

 

That said I worry about my kids and I worry a great deal about 

what will happen when we sell our house and the threat of 

capital gains tax on our main residence, and inheritance issues 

for my children. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas My ovdp application was unsuccessful due to errors in filings 

made by professional advisor resulting in IRS ultimately 

auditing same years and since demanding an amount 5x that 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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already paid and which is far more than I have in total 

worldwide assets. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois Wish I hadn't bothered [entering streamlined program]. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas  I want to be up to date, within the law. 

I would have preferred to not be bothered with US taxes at all. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Ten years ago, my husband (who holds US and UK citizenship) 

and I (a US citizen only), consulted with accountants and the 

IRS to get clarification about how to treat my husband's UK 

assets (we had just married and he was moving to the US from 

the UK). We contacted the IRS' Tax Filer help office and wrote 

a letter detailing our situation, referring specifically to assets my 

husband had in the UK, including a house which he was selling 

and sending the proceeds to the US, bank accounts and other 

assets. We were told to attach that letter to our 2009 US tax 

filing, which we did. A year later, having learned that we should 

have declared the interest earned on UK bank accounts, we hired 

a tax attorney and set about to re-file our returns and voluntarily 

take advantage of an IRS program regarding FBARS.  

 

Long story short, although we were found clear of any criminal 

wrongdoing, we did end up paying more than $250,000 

($160,000 to the IRS; $90,000 to the attorney) to clear up what 

was not an intentional avoidance on our part. We spent 2 years 

on this debacle, reconciling bank accounts, providing records of 

our bank statements, and providing other documentation to clear 

our names.  

 

It's in the past, but we are both bitter about this. Ten years later, 

this is still a dark chapter for us. One of the outgrowths of this 

tax fiasco is that we have accountants in both the US and France 

to prepare our tax filings. Since we still have bank accounts in 

the UK (as well as in the US and France), we pay particular 

attention to the tax payments and credits as well as the FBAR 

reporting requirements. Preparing materials for our tax filings 

has become a full-time job for me, and the expense of filing is 

significant. 

 

Given the effort we made to correctly file our taxes from 2002-

2009 (and of course, subsequently), we felt that our efforts 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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should have mitigated the penalty much more significantly. We 

regret that we did not just begin to report overseas accounts 

when we learned that we needed to do so. We feel as though we 

were fools to participate, especially when we had made serious 

efforts to file properly. The tax attorney (and the IRS) were the 

beneficiaries of our choice, and we lost a lot. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia [I entered an amnesty program] because even though I don't 

make much money, I was afraid of the tax penalties I would 

incur if the IRS found out I wasn't filing. I also worried that I 

could be stopped from re-entering the US at the border, and 

prevented from visiting my family, if I didn't enter the amnesty 

program. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont It seemed to be the only way to become compliant without 

risking penalties. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin The discovery 4 years ago that there were errors on past US tax 

forms I had filed, and that I had not been completing the 

intrusive "FATCA" forms regarding my bank accounts in France 

where I have lived in for the past 36 years, and where my entire 

professional career has taken place came as a massive shock, and 

OMG moment such as I had never experienced. 

 

I was advised by an accountant to file a "Streamline" tax form 

for the number of required past years, as well as the FATCA 

forms. At the time, the cost of this service was 6000 euros! Since 

then, and in order to remain in compliance and due to the 

complexity of the US tax returns for overseas citizens. I am 

required to pay an accountant about 2000 euros per year. I have 

not owed taxes to the USA. This is a massive hardship that I do 

not know how much longer can be sustained as I will soon be 

retired (no plans to return to the USA). 

 

[Entering a streamlined program was not the right decision for 

me] because then you are stuck. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,000  

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia I live in Europe since the age of 5. I have no assets, no income 

from the US and all my assets and retirement income are 

declared and paid to the French fiscal services. 

 

I will be 71 years old in December. Two years ago, my children 

scared me with the obligation to declare my assets and income 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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because of FATCA. I Thus underwent a Streamlined Foreign 

Offshore Procedure, and since then, I personally file annually as 

I am not wealthy enough and not willing to pay an expensive tax 

specialist to do the job for me. Thus the stress. 

 

I have American ancestors and I have good memories of my 

childhood in the US, so relinquishing my US nationality is a sad 

decision to make but a necessary one in order to be relieved of 

this difficult and stressful obligation. 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It is essentially impossible to follow in exactitude both U.S. and 

French tax laws. While my paltry income has not required me to 

pay taxes in the United States, there is no reason for me to have 

to do so. My income is derived from activity in France, my 

country of residence, and that is where I pay taxes on it. Plenty 

of them! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois Incredibly frustrating kaleidoscope of everchanging rules and 

regulations over the past 40 years which make it difficult for 

conscientious, patriotic, modest income Americans to follow. 

 

Job opening in Qatar in 2014 but because of US taxes, my 

income requirements were higher than other candidates which 

led to exclusion. 

 

The rules are so complicated for retirement, including social 

security, the fear being non-compliant without even knowing it 

looms large. Living with that stress is damaging.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is unclear how to pay taxes as a French resident and an 

American citizen. I also do not know how to find tax advice in 

France for my situation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska Because of the complexity of the US tax situation, complicated 

even further by living in a foreign country, it is increasingly 

difficult to understand if we are actually doing everything 

correctly when reporting for our taxes.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have to choose between filing my taxes as required or the 

possibility to be able to work again, as the time involved in Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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 preparing my taxes precludes the possibility to recover from an 

illness for which I receive a local (non-US) disability pension. 

 

Since I have lived abroad (nearly 20 years), I have gone through 

multiple stages of a taxpayer’s life: student, employee, investor, 

long-term sick leave recipient, then public and private disability 

pension recipient.  

 

At all stages of this evolution, I would have had a very simple 

tax return if I lived in the US, with US income sources, just as 

my local, French tax return is very simple. I spend 2-3 hours per 

year preparing my local tax return, which I can do online. 

However, most of the US tax forms are excessively difficult to 

understand, even for a well-trained investment banker who is 

used to reading complex financial and legal documents. And as I 

have discovered, every “international” form is laden with 

penalties for the tiniest mistake or omission, going far beyond 

what would be acceptable or even legal with respect to US 

income, assets, and accounts. The result is that I spend many 

hours before making any financial decision that I would not have 

to spend if I were a US resident and that none of my non-

American neighbors have to spend. 

 

When I fell ill, I was not well enough to file my US tax returns 

at all for several years. During that time, I lived in constant fear 

of being found out and ruined, especially after the passage of 

FATCA. Since I’ve recovered sufficiently to file my previous 

and current US tax returns, I have been stuck in a situation in 

which I cannot see how I can stop filing again under reasonable 

cause rules but I cannot continue my recovery if I continue to 

file. And, as I have discovered, neither the IRS nor the tax 

preparer community really agrees on how to file disability and 

even investment-related income correctly when they are received 

from non-US sources. At the beginning of this process of 

discovery, I contacted the IRS - which unlike the French tax 

office, cannot be reached by email, and any answers the IRS 

gives are not legally binding on it, whose reachable first-line 

personnel could not answer my questions, and whose legal 

personnel were not available without waiting on hold on an 

international call for at least two hours, which was incompatible 

with my illness. After that, I tried contacting competent US tax 

preparers based in Paris, but none of them were taking any new 

clients. I therefore joined an international association of US 

expats, which gives tax seminars, as well as a few Facebook 

groups to try to find answers to my questions, for which no clear 

answers were given in IRS instructions. Among other things, I 

learned that the more information one gives the IRS and the 

more forms one files, the more likely one is to receive penalties, 

and that tax professionals don’t agree between themselves about 

how to declare the types of income I receive. I also learned that 
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if I had found a tax preparer for my US tax returns that I would 

have had to spend even more time and energy to do them. 

Ultimately, I had no other choice than to file my unnecessarily 

complex taxes on my own. 

 

I now spend one month a year doing nothing besides my annual 

US tax returns and other filings, and I spend 2 months or more 

recovering to the level of fitness that I had prior to doing this 

work, if I even recover. As I am single, with no dependents, low 

investment income, no rental income, no property, and all of my 

income is from France, I do not understand why these tax returns 

should be so complicated merely because I do not live in the US.  

 

In addition, I am constantly having to revise my US tax returns 

as I learn more, very-hard-to-find, authoritative information, or 

when the IRS issues new guidance on a particular topic. For 

instance, in one year, when I received only the public disability 

pension to which I am entitled, I actually owed several hundred 

dollars in taxes to the US, whereas I owed none in France, and I 

would have owed none if I had received the same income from 

US Social Security or from work income. I found out later that 

that income was exempt from US taxation due to a clause in the 

tax treaty of which the tax professionals I initially spoke to were 

unaware. When I began receiving the private disability pension 

to which I was entitled due to my prior employment 3 years in 

arrears in one tax year I had to pay the Net Investment Income 

Tax to the US, which, as far as I can tell, in the case of French 

investment income paid to a French resident, is based on a 

unilateral violation of tax treaty obligations by the United States 

as relates to the French-American Income Tax Treaty. Again, 

years later, I discovered that the tax treaty exempted my private 

disability pension from my US taxable income since it was paid 

under French Social Security legislation, but none of the tax 

preparers I spoke to had any answer as to how this income 

should be treated. I am therefore in the process of recovering this 

incorrectly paid US tax. 

 

Furthermore, I have to spend many hours of pointless record 

keeping tracking my investments for US tax purposes, 

calculating US tax bases, etc, and generally ensuring that I don’t 

fall into one of the traps that will lead me to owe US taxes when 

I shouldn’t owe them, even under the principles of Citizenship 

Based Taxation and Foreign Tax Credits. I pay twice as much in 

French income tax as I would pay as a US resident receiving the 

same amount of income from US sources! What possible 

rationale is there to ask me for more from a country where I do 

not live, have almost never worked, and which provides me with 

zero services? 
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If I can recover sufficiently to work at least part time, one of the 

possibilities to work in a way compatible with my recovery is to 

start a small business either as a local corporation or as a self-

employed individual. But recent US tax law (GILTI) seems to 

have excluded this possibility, or at least it has rendered the 

corresponding tax filing obligations so onerous and penalty-

laden that I would be crazy to open a business unless it would 

make me a very handsome income, which is unlikely for part-

time work.  

 

In conclusion, I stress and worry constantly because my priority 

is to recover from illness so I can work again, but I cannot do 

that and stay within the law as US citizen. I especially worry 

about potentially making mistakes or omissions that I could be 

penalized or financially ruined for. 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I just submit myself to the system. My business is small. I have 

an accountant for that and then I employ another person for the 

USA because it is so special.  

 

I just submit myself and purposely do not invest in American 

stocks because of repercussions.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois Transition tax and GILTI assessed on shares owned in my 

husband's family winery. Came as a COMPLETE surprise. Can 

trade the 962 deduction but makes my returns more complicated 

and more expensive. Really resent this intrusion of the IRS into 

our business!! 

 

It feels like I have no choice but to renounce. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My husband is a self-employed musician with a small business 

(private music lessons) yet has to file tons of forms. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Starting in 2018 I became a director and owner of a small 

business in France, meaning I have the additional requirement of 

filing FBARs. 

 

There is the additional stress and uncertainty around filing 

requirements for GILTI and the cost of compliance. I was 

extremely distressed when I became aware of GILTI filings - 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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from my research I discovered it was extremely difficult to 

complete the filings on one's own, and the cost of compliance 

was several hundred dollars to have a professional take care of 

it.  

 

It feels extremely unfair to be burdened with these filing 

requirements - in particular the GILTI filings because of its 

complexity and expense to be compliant. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana I own a French company and am taxed by the US on its profits 

for no reason other than I hold a US passport. 

 

My clients suffer because French financial institutions do not 

want to do business with American clients because of FATCA 

regulations imposed on those entities. 

 

Repatriation tax is insanely unfair. My business in France has 

nothing to do with the US and should not be owing to the US 

simply because I am a citizen of the US. It's also additional 

reporting/paperwork/accounting for which I must pay. 

 

We face the challenges on a daily basis. I curse FATCA for this 

-- Americans are treated like pariahs in the banking industry and 

as a result, our clients suffer from being rejected as bank account 

holders and mortgage clients. How can the US government 

impose regulations on foreign banking institutions? It's grossly 

unfair and improper. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado For the last 2 years, I have been subject to GILTI. It is 

completely unfair as I am taxed on a value for which I have not 

received the funds to pay those taxes. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
TCJA led to taxes on small consulting business owned by myself 

and foreign spouse. $4000 of specialised legal fees/tax prep in 

attempt to remain compliant with transition tax and GILTI tax. 

Spouse has since abandoned Green Card and business 

reorganised so that American spouse (Myself) and associate no 

longer owner. Now filing only one return as “head of 

household”, but totally unprotected in case of death of foreign 

spouse. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
The reporting requirements involve submission of documents 

concerning the business to the IRS through my tax preparer 

resulting in increased fees and paperwork.  

 

Also, the FBAR reporting requirement when one has signature 

authority, but not ownership, for a bank account is cumbersome 

and costly. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
As an owner of a tiny business in continental Europe, with the 

GILTI and transition tax laws, I was faced with the nightmare of 

the significant burden they impose on small business owners, 

and the discrimination imposed on US citizens abroad by our 

own government: forced to pay taxes on undistributed earnings 

from my business in the country where I live and work.  

 

No Americans have to do this when they live and work in the 

US domestically, and I am put at a competitive disadvantage 

with regard to my non-American competitors. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York In 2009, I invested in a new business in France founded by an 

old, non-American friend of mine. I had no operational role, but 

apart from him, I was the only direct investor in the company. 

Like many start-ups, the business never really got off the 

ground, and is now dormant. But even in 2009, I purposefully 

avoided taking more than a 10% stake. In addition, I ensured 

that any no-interest loans I made to my friend would be of such 

a small amount as to never trigger US filing obligations. 

 

To be honest, I hated the imposition of potential US tax filing 

obligations when there were none in France. However, since it 

was such a small investment, I did not worry much about it. On 

the other hand, the experience alerted me to the potential 

difficulties and pitfalls of engaging in any entrepreneurial or 

direct investment activity outside the US without falling afoul of 

either US or local tax law.  

 

Of the other Americans I know that engage in entrepreneurial 

activity abroad, not a single one I have spoken to files their US 

taxes correctly, even when they hire a US tax professional to 

prepare their US tax filings. They either don’t worry about it or 

decide not to worry about it, possibly because they don’t want to 

delve into the details, and so are unaware of the risks they are 

taking according to US tax law. Under the principle of the less 

you know, the happier you are, I have simply decided to stop 

talking to them about taxation. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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I and my acquaintances appear to have emerged unpenalized so 

far for doing business abroad in our countries of residence as US 

citizens, but I worry about the future. The more I understand, the 

more outraged I become at the heavy-handed and inconsistent 

behavior of US political parties and government agencies with 

respect to American small-business owners abroad. The 

Democrats appear to go out of their way to penalize low and 

middle-income individuals for living abroad instead of the 

wealthy that they are supposedly targeting, and the Republicans 

appear to discourage any entrepreneurship or pursuit of business 

opportunities if the citizen in question happens to live outside 

the borders of the United States. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I own a minority shareholding in an Indian company through a 

pass through entity (LLC). Profits of the Indian company are not 

distributed to shareholders. I won't be able to recover the taxes 

paid until I sell my share in the Indian company.  

 

I tried to set up a wholly owned Singapore sales corporation for 

our expansion into Asia. This didn't work as GILTI taxes would 

have been charged, since a sales company doesn't have any hard 

assets.  

 

All the above issues are related to Subpart F and form 5471. 

 

In addition, finding competent tax advisors both in the US and in 

France is quite difficult. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I am not able to secure employment in France in fear of paying 

double taxes. Our assets are put in my husband’s name as he is 

French nationality. 

 

I feel suppressed as woman, American nationality tax penalty 

program causing this stress to me and my family! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I did not take on investors to avoid being subject to GILTI. This 

was a material loss of opportunity for me. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [I feel] angry 

Overwhelmed  

Losing all I have worked to create. 

I closed the business. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado My US tax preparer and my financial advisor have both been 

great in advising what investments and business decisions to 

avoid to not complicate my US tax filings. But it is limiting. 

 

I am self-employed and cannot consider becoming a small 

corporation due to the new unfair tax considerations for citizens 

abroad. My tax preparer here has strongly advised NOT to do 

this despite some possible local tax protections. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I have been hesitant to start my own business in France because 

of the complicated tax implications, and the lack of dependable 

advice at an affordable price. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
A job offer from Thales was withdrawn from my foreign spouse 

when they learned he was married to an American. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: West Virginia Working for an inter-governmental organization, I was denied 

job opportunities in positions funded by voluntary contributions 

from member countries, because that income would have been 

taxable -- unlike "normal" positions funded by the general ("Part 

1") funds, which were taxable by the U.S., but for which I was 

reimbursed. 

 

I have also sat on recruitment panels in which American 

nationals were interviewed, but it was made clear to me that they 

were NOT to be selected because of the tax implications. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am in a senior position in a large non-US bank and can no 

longer be promoted due to US tax concerns. Not because there is 

a US tax exposure, but my employer would need to employ 

lawyers to review the situation regularly to make sure that if 

they gave me a controlling or board level position. that it would 

not have any US tax implications for them. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I may need to consider creating a small business in France, and I 

believe this would be much more complicated with regard to US 

taxation - which may lead me to NOT create the business. 

 

Also I was offered a position on an Advisory Board which 

would have been compensated with company shares, and I 

decided against it because of the potential for more 

complications with regard to US taxation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I choose not to serve as Treasurer for associations, but accept the 

position of Assistant Treasurer, without signature on the 

accounts. This is ongoing. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I couldn't be treasurer of my children's PTA at school because of 

FATCA. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont After discovering I had to file FBARs in 2015, I voluntarily 

stepped down from my position of treasurer of an association. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I have to fill out FBAR forms each year despite the fact that the 

reason all my assets are in France because I've always lived here. 

I often let money accumulate in my checking account before 

transferring it to savings, so the "largest amount of money that 

was ever in the account" format of FBAR forms may be 

counting the same money twice and make look like I have more 

than I actually do. 

 

I need to check if I qualify for FATCA every year because I 

have cumulated a lot of savings. Those savings come from still 

living with my mother in my thirties and hence having a fraction 

of the living costs of most people my age, who are usually either 

on their own or have started a household. But my mother is 

retiring soon and while I have a job, I'm on the autistic spectrum, 

a condition to which the job market in my country is ill-

prepared. The "rainy days" for which that money is meant are 

more likely than ever. I don't like the idea that, if worse comes to 

worse, I might end up needing to ask my country of residence 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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for government assistance earlier than otherwise because some 

of my savings were taxed by the USA, or that it might make the 

difference on whether I need it at all. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I believe that one could raise the issue of opportunity costs faced 

by Americans abroad. Due to my US citizenship, I am ineligible 

to take advantage of many tax deductions available to residents 

of my country of any other nationality. Even when I had a lower 

income than I do now, which amounted approximately to the 

Foreign Earned Income Exclusion threshold, I estimated that the 

opportunity cost of having a US passport was more than $10,000 

per year. This was pre-FATCA. In other words, for an average 

individual, even in a higher-tax jurisdiction than the United 

States with which there is a good tax treaty, the annual 

additional cost for a middle class employee of living abroad as a 

US passport holder is $10,000 or more than the cost supported 

by the citizens of any other country. Of course, this assumes that 

one complies with US tax law. 

 

Furthermore, I have discovered and experienced that foreign 

welfare-type income, such as disability and retirement pensions, 

and welfare benefits, is taxed by the United States at a higher 

rate than equivalent US-source income paid to a US resident. 

None of this type of income, or other types of income such as 

foreign unemployment income, is eligible for the Foreign 

Earned Income Exclusion because it is not earned income. The 

effect of this policy is to punish people in precarious situations 

for living outside the United States or having done so during 

their lifetimes. Lest one object that this is hardly a problem, as 

hardly anyone would fall into this category, consider that 20% of 

the United States population receives US Social Security income 

and that the average American abroad last lived in the United 

States 14 years ago, according to the Federal Voting Assistance 

Program, which provides the most detailed estimates of the 

number of Americans living abroad. In 14 years of foreign 

residence, one is just as likely as a local to retire, receive 

disability or welfare income or to become unemployed, just as 

long-term, legal immigrants to the United States are just as 

likely as United States citizens to receive those types of income. 

Depending on the estimate of the number of Americans abroad 

or former long-term foreign residents used, there can easily be 1 

to 3 million persons subject to US taxation that are discriminated 

against or punished through a higher rate of taxation than US-

equivalent welfare-type income. That is 1 to 3 million people in 

precarious positions, who, like me, must pay a higher effective 

tax rate due to having the stain of a current or former foreign 

place of residence. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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However, when one considers that this astounding number of 

people who are discriminated against due to a current or former 

foreign address is only a snapshot in time, one can easily see 

how a much higher percentage of taxpayers will be subject to 

discrimination through higher taxation during the course of their 

lifetimes. For instance, the pension, unemployment, or other 

benefits that one accrues or has accrued while working abroad 

and perhaps taking the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion lead to 

higher taxation, double taxation, triple taxation or even 

quadruple taxation later one. In many instances, taxpayers pay 

tax to both countries (the paying country and the US), 

sometimes incorrectly paying to the US due to lazy tax preparers 

who do not look for treaty exemptions, resulting in double 

taxation. However, different countries may have different rules 

about when or even whether an income event is taxable or 

whether it constitutes a taxable event. This mismatch can result 

in additional taxation, leading to triple or quadruple taxation on 

the same income. One wonders whether it would be possible to 

purposefully design a more discriminatory and punitive system, 

or whether this is all just the result of gross negligence, 

indifference, and incompetence. 

 

Furthermore, when one factors in the avowed inability of the 

IRS to use FATCA data, the hostile attitude of lawmakers, the 

low audit rate for Americans abroad, and the fact that if one is 

living abroad, the only usable information that the IRS can 

obtain about one is the information that the taxpayer provides, 

the obvious conclusion for anyone who has studied this issue 

and who has no US-source income or assets is to simply not 

comply or to stop filing US tax returns and FBARs. If one has a 

non-US birthplace and a second citizenship, the obvious 

conclusion, in addition, is to lie about one’s “US person” status 

if possible.  

 

The cost of compliance, including the risk of being penalized for 

having made a mistake or omission on a form or for not having 

been aware of a requirement to file a particular form, is so high 

as to seemingly make compliance an act of self-harm. This is 

especially the case when one considers that US residents with 

local income and assets are constitutionally protected from such 

violations of the principle of “innocent until proven guilty” and 

from such high penalties for simple mistakes or omissions. 

Law abiding and conscientious citizens abroad continue to be 

punished for trying to abide by US tax law, which in the case of 

the US (and other countries), is woefully unclear and inadequate 

for a world in which people move from country to country. 

Those who don’t file and have no US-source income or assets 

and who will never move back to the US are beyond the IRS’s 

reach unless they are a public figure like Boris Johnson, so why 

would anyone bother complying?  
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Given the backwards incentives that I have just described, it is 

no wonder that patriotic Americans who have tried to comply 

with the law often renounce their citizenship even though they 

desire nothing more than to retain their US citizenship, possibly 

due to family ties, and even though they have to go into debt to 

pay the renunciation fee. On the other hand, I know of no one 

who was non-compliant who decided to renounce their 

citizenship. Hopefully, with enough motivated individuals, this 

Kafkaesque situation will change. 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia It is exceedingly more difficult for Americans to receive a 

mortgage (again, they cite the rules with the taxation system).  

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Multiple banks have denied me a mortgage because I am 

American. 

 

We are currently in the process of buying an apartment in 

France. We used the services of a mortgage broker and when we 

went in for the final presentation a few weeks ago, only one out 

of the many banks queried offered us a mortgage, and it wasn’t 

even a good offer. Fortunately we have been approved by our 

existing bank, so we’re fine. I would like to point out that my 

husband is a fonctionnaire, and banks are usually quite happy to 

provide mortgages to fonctionnaires, so we knew the problem 

was my US citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My partner and I were refused a mortgage loan 3 years ago from 

several banks. We were told it was because I was American. 

This added extra stress to an already difficult situation and I felt 

like my partner blamed me. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Was denied a mortgage by numerous banks. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I was denied a home purchase loan outright by two banks in my 

hometown in France. I was informed that it was due to 

“complications in my file”. I couldn’t understand why, this 

weighed heavily on my family and marriage. Our family income 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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was well over 125K euro! We had no debt anywhere. Finally 

after persistence our clerk in one bank informed that we were at 

risk due to US association. 

 

Enough said. We finally had to lean on a family contact in a 

bank on the other side of our region to push for a renewed 

dossier, finally was accepted however thanks only to having a 

contact working in a bank! 

 

The knock-on effects of fatca have been many, including being 

forced to rent thereby reducing my investment opportunities for 

retirement etc. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I have been denied mortgages at several banks in France (2020) 

due to my US citizenship. Thankfully, I have my wife to help me 

navigate and I think we will be able to find something, but it is 

frustrating to potentially miss out on competitive rates, and I 

think there is even a vague sense among French people selling 

their home that there is a risk the Americans won't be able to 

find a mortgage if their offer is accepted. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington This year, my partner and I purchased an apartment, and we 

were turned down for loans by several banks specifically 

because I am American--and the banks refuse to take on an 

American client due to the extra paperwork it incurs.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Refused mortgage 2019. Utterly dejected. Absolutely guilty vis a 

vis my spouse and children. Failing as a parent to protect my 

children’s interests. Terrified at the aspect of ending up a ward 

of a foreign state because I cannot not advance in life in the 

same manner as my US resident / citizen siblings OR the foreign 

resident siblings of my spouse. What seems so easy for everyone 

else seems impossible for us! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont I decided to buy a house in 2017. I went to see 6 different banks, 

4 plainly refused, 1 gave me a ridiculously high rate, so I had to 

take what the last bank offered. Friends in a similar financial 

situation who bought a house the same year received a much 

lower rate than the only one I was able to get.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York In trying to be approved for a mortgage in France where my 

annual pretax earnings are equal to about 50% of the mortgage 

amount (ie very strong position), only two banks would consider 

me and hsbc my homeloan interest rate is higher than if I could 

have approached the whole market. In addition the process with 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 



 
 

248 
 

the bank that did accept me took so long that I was forced to 

liquidate all of my investments to settle the property in cash and 

received the homeloan amount 1 month after purchasing the 

property. I believe that this cost me approximately $100,000 due 

to the timing involved (Dec2018/Jan 2019). 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to get a mortgage and can't. French banks see my 

money in the States and realize that they can't readily go after it 

if I default, so, no mortgage. My US bank -- Morgan Stanley -- 

would love to give me a mortgage, but is prevented by the hassle 

of dealing with EU regulations.  

 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I used to be proud of having given my nationality to my 

children, but now I regret the burden this is causing them. They 

were all born abroad. Have never lived in the USA. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Myself and my 3 adult children are all up to date with our US 

tax filings (for me, 2018, for my children 2019- and my children 

only because our French bank demanded the W9 form). We will 

continue filing, none of us will owe any money but now we’re in 

the system and have to continue. It galls me to have to do so and 

makes me very angry to have to do so- and I keep praying we 

won’t have to do so one day. It may poison my kids’ lives once 

I’m gone. That’s horrible. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland My grandchildren, who are US citizens, but have never lived or 

worked in the US are obliged to file each year to avoid possible 

penalties even though the resultant tax is always $0. It is not 

clear that they won't have problems in the future with the French 

banking system. My son who has never lived or worked in the 

US has been denied an investment account in France because of 

his US citizenship. 

 

Although all of us DID receive the $1,200 CARES act 2020 tax 

credit which to me seems a bit ridiculous. This should have been 

reserved for people who do actually live and work in the US! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland My Franco-American son has French children that do not count 

as dependents because they are not American. This is grossly Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 unfair. Does that derive from nationality-based taxation instead 

of residency-based? I was shocked to hear it. My grandchildren 

not counting as children for the IRS!!! 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to get professional help to complete my US taxes 

since the form is complicated, however professionals here are 

too expensive. I'm particularly concerned for my daughter, who 

only lived in the U.S. until the age of 4. She's a U.S. citizen, and 

will have to deal with U.S. taxes all of her life. I'm American 

and value the fact that my daughter is too, but am concerned that 

at some point she'll renounce her citizenship because it's simply 

too complicated to deal with U.S. taxes, and why should she 

when she gets no benefit? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My children living in France will have to file income tax 

statements in the US or give up their citizenship. 

 

I have no idea how to set up my inheritance for my children! 

According to information I have received, I will have to hire a 

notary at great expense and no guarantee.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois On a regular basis I have discussions with my children, one a 

young adult and the other a teenager, on what it means to be an 

American living outside the United States. In particular, I stress 

to them the importance of hiding their US citizenship from all 

banks and other financial institutions, and I coach them on how 

they can do that. I tell them that while normally lying is bad, 

there are situations when it is not only justified but necessary, in 

order to protect yourself and to prevent yourself from being a 

victim of injustice. FATCA places my children in the situation 

where they must deny (lie about - be ashamed of) their US 

citizenship and it places me in the position where I must teach 

my children how to lie simply so they can live a normal life. 

How's that for a successful, morally wholesome policy? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Should I tell my French bank that I am also American?  

What are the consequences besides getting tossed out of the 

bank? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Texas I've essentially been forced to be an outlaw as US citizens are no 

longer accepted in my country of residence for banking services, 

especially business or investment accounts.  

 

As I have dual citizenship with my current country of residence, 

there's a city in the UK with the same name as my US place of 

birth, and my other citizenship doesn't list country of birth but 

only city of birth, I've been fortunate enough to be able to escape 

automated FATCA screening tools. For now. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Illinois  
For now I have managed to fly under the radar as I have no TIN 

or social security number. But I fully expect my bank to start 

threatening to close my account at some point in the future. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Florida 
I do not file US tax returns. 

 

I have had ongoing problems with my French bank because I am 

unable to supply social security numbers or tax codes and I am 

unable and unwilling to apply for them. This has had a knock 

effect to my small business as trying to run a business with no 

bank account is impossible. This has caused a great deal of stress 

and anxiety and makes every day another problem. I am 

unwilling to enter the USA system and want to renounce my 

citizenship but cannot afford to do so. 

 

I only learned of this terminology [Accidental American] a few 

months ago but describes my situation perfectly. However, I 

consider myself British in every way. I have lived there all my 

life and have paid my taxes to the system for 38 years. To learn 

that I have to pay taxes to a country I have never lived in, 

worked in or ever been back to, makes me furious. I think it is 

also very, very wrong for the US government to charge for 

renunciation. The USA is not my country. My family, my life 

and my loyalty lies in the UK. I am a British citizen. If I could 

rip up my birth certificate and issue myself another, I would do 

it a heartbeat. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I Cannot have some accounts with interest. 

I Cannot have a loan to buy a flat. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 All these stress me a lot and makes me feel ashamed to be born 

in USA. 

 

The fees to renounce are exorbitant. 2350 $ !!! 

This is racket, blackmail and privation of freedom. 

USA are burglers and mafia. 

 

[I feel] anger. I feel like a prisoner. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

California 
I feel much stressed by FATCA'S law. I am french first !!! 

 

I am a FRENCH  woman, accidentaly born in USA. I feel NO 

CONNECTION with USA. I don't have any property, or interest 

or what else, in America ! I 'll never go in America !!! 

 That's why I feel very, very, very angry with fatca's law !!! 

 

Sorry for my bad english, I do what I can...I've been living in 

France since 1965, I was born accidentaly in USA in 1963. 

Never went in that country, and don't wan't to do especially 

since FATCA'S law in 2014 ! 

At the moment I can't get the "assurance-vie" my mother 

suscribed for me, she died on september, 3. The bank is asking 

me a TIN number I have not. Then I do nothing. 

I feel very angry for that, and sad too, because before she died 

my mother was happy to make me that gift, I see her smile while 

she was saying " it's a little gift for you, my loving girl". I stop 

because I'm going to cry. 

And what about the heritage now ? Anguish +++, not for me, I 

have my proper house, but for my brother who has to get his 

heritage to move now from mother's house (we sell it ) !!! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
The problem is : i don’t owe thEus Anything as i left the us in 

1966 

My problem is fatca and other us extraterritorial laws  

I’m french i just happen to be born in the us from french parents 

and this is a nightmare 

 

A nightmare an injustice  

 

No access to french savings accounts  

Nightmare 

 

I don’t understand why i can’t renounce for free without giving a 

foreign gouvernement (us) information about me 

 

Fatca revealed to me that the US are not anymore the landau of 

the free 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I will NEVER file any us tax documents : i respect the taxes 

rules of my country  

I want a free renonciation  

I want the UN to judge the US as they judged erythrea 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Pennsylvania  
I am an accidental American only just realised tax laws apply to 

me. I have never filed a tax form have no SS number, no 

connections with the US and don't intend to have any. 

 

I learned yesterday that for the IRS I am considered a US citizen 

despite leaving when I was four months old, and thinking that 

when I received my Irish passport (in Paris) 37 years ago I was 

relinquishing US citizenship that I didn't want. I didn't get a 

document at the time, was just asked at the Irish embassy if I 

wanted to keep US citizenship and I said no. Apparently this 

wasn't enough. I have 30 days to 'conform' ie prove I'm not a US 

person or the bank hands my name and details to the IRS. 

I have never earned more than the minimum wage, haven't 

worked since I had children ie for 26 years and live on a €1000 a 

month state pension. I have neither the money nor the health to 

go up to Paris and spend days being grilled at the embassy. 

 

I do not accept the principle of double taxation. I have paid taxes 

in France and will not pay a cent to the US fisc. I have never 

lived there, never even visited. I have no desire ever to do so. I 

am poor, in bad health and after a lifetime of scraping something 

together I am more than furious that a foreign power is bully-

boying its way into my existence. 

 

Although I had no income whatsoever between 1994 and 

January 2020 when I started to receive a state pension of €1000. 

We recently sold our house. I imagine the IRS will claim a 

chunk of that. The best I can hope for is to be denied access to 

my savings by my bank and rely on cash handouts from my 

husband. It's a humiliating and distressing position to be in. 

 

I hate being associated with such a country. I wish my mother 

had never eloped and made my father join her rather than the 

other way round. 

 

I don't consider myself American, I dislike everything the 

country does.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999  

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
Due to the FATCA situation as an accidental american I can't 

open a bank account, I wish that the law takes in account civilian 

that were indeed born in the US but never lived or work in the 

US and shouldn't face the same problem. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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- Fear of my current account being shut down for no reason 

- Stress from being in an irregular situation 

- Denied full banking service in my country 

 

All of this happened two weeks ago when my bank asked me to 

furnish american tax number which I don't have and am unable 

to provide 

 

I have trouble completing the W9 form that was asked by my 

bank as I don't have a SSN active and don't know how to get 

one, the us ambassy in my country is no help as they just send 

me to a automate voicemail or an email I can't seem to be in 

contact with a physical person to regulate my situation. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
[Being an Accidental American is] very very frustrating. It feels 

so unfair. 

 

I need to open a bank account in Paris, to make a loan with my 

husband to buy our first house.’Few days after we filled the docs 

and started the procedure, I received a call from my banker 

saying that the compliance team needs me to fill the W-9 form, 

without which they won't be able to open the account because I 

am a "US person". 

I was born in 1983 in NYC and left the country when I was 3 

weeks old. Since then, I came back only few days to the US for 

holidays. I never worked or lived in the US. 

I have absolutely no link with the US, and they are making me 

live a nightmare. 

I can’t even start the renonciation procedure because the 

embassy is closed due to COVID. 

And I am not ready to pay that much money to comply with IRS. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Texas 
Je suis américaine accidentel. Je souhaite renoncer à la 

citoyenneté américaine sans payer et sans devoir régulariser ma 

situation fiscale. Je suis française, travaille et vis en France et 

paie mes impôts en France. Cette loi fatca ne devrait pas 

s'imposer à mon cas 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American  I was born out of the US, have never lived in the US, have never 

had any legal ties except being transmitted US citizenship by 

one of my parents. 

At no moment has the US state informed me in any way of any 

tax or legal obligation I had to comply with.  

How come do I have to wait to be in my forties to discover this 

trough my bank ? 

How come am I considered a criminal when I pay my taxes in 

my country of living. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I would not mind declaring my income/possession in my country 

but I can't agree to being double taxed 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Few years ago my bank asked me my TIN or my US social 

security number. The problem was I couldn't give any of those 

information, and so they threat me to close my accounts and 

refuses all of my loans.  

Here's my story, I was born from french parents in the US, I only 

lived few months over there when I was a baby, after that my 

parents came back to France, I was raised in France, did all my 

studies in France, only worked in France, and payed all my taxes 

in France. I consider myself as a french citizen. I am what you 

call an accident american. 

The worst part comes, when I was born my father who was a 

commercial director in the US, used is artist family name at the 

hospital, when he lived in the US, he always used this one for ID 

and other papers, even his tax bills. But he used his real family 

name at the french consulat to declare me, because it's the name 

that he have on his french passeport and birth certificate.  

So i don't have the same name on my french and US birth 

certificate. Few years ago, I tried to renew my passeport, without 

knowing nothing about FATCA and I couldn't because when I 

gave my french ID, and french birth certificate, they couldn't 

found me. I couldn't prove I am the person on the US birth 

certificate. So i let it go. I'm sorry it's very complicated.  

So today I found myself with this FATCA pressure, my bank 

reads on my french ID that I was born in the US, so they want 

my TIN or my SS number. But I cannot provid it, because I don't 

have the same name in the US. I also don't have any adress in 

the US, wich is asked to provid those information. My bank send 

me each year the W9 paper, but I can fill it, I don't have the 

informations to. And Even if I want to, I couldn't since my US 

birth certificate don't have the same name as my french birth 

certificate. It's Kafka.  

Today I find myself very stressed about this situation. I don't 

want to pay a double tax, I don't want the IRS to come in 5-10 

years asking me for US taxes I never knew about, I don't want to 

lose my bank account and most important I don't want to ruin 

my life.  

This FATCA thing is ridiculous, how did they not think about 

accidental americans ? Why would they consider me as a tax 

frauder, when I pay all my taxes in France, and it's a lot of taxes. 

I'm scared that some day, IRS will come and take everything I 

have because they think I don't want to declare my taxes, even if 

wanted to, I couldn't because of this stupid ID situation.  

I don't want to change my name in the US, I don't live there, I 

don't want to, it would be a long and expensive process 

including lawyers and trips to the US, I don't have this time 

money to spend. Even if I want to renounce my citizenship, I'm 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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scared they would forced me to do so, and after that to pay taxes 

or worst late tax penalties, wich are not my fault. I wasn't aware 

of FATCA until few days. My bank asked my informations 

without aknolewdging me of all the rest. I thougt it was only a 

info I had to give, but few days ago I learn about the tax 

declaration and it's terrifying.  

I feel very anxious, and believe me, I'm not a frauder, I'm just an 

honest french citizen, the only "thing" I apparently did wrong, 

was being born... This is unfair and absurd. 

I hope a solution will come quickly. Sorry for the long text and 

thank you for taking my testimony. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American  I do not file US tax returns 

 

I used to be very proud of my American nationality. Because of 

FATCA and the realization that I am subject to the US tax 

system, which I feel is unfair, I no longer wish to have American 

Nationality. I plan to renounce asap, even if I'm also very angry 

at the cost!! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Illinois 
I am an accidental american (born and lived there 4 months). For 

several years now, I have been receiving letters from my bank 

informing me that they must declare my account to the IRS. 

However so far we have held off, as I have no TIN or social 

security number. The whole situation is stressful as; A) I am 

very worried that I will one day be threatened with bank account 

closure. B)  that even if I renounce citizenship I will be told I 

owe money, even though I have not benefited from certain 

advantages (eg mortgage interest tax deductible so fine to pay 

tax on profit from house sale). C) that if set foot on US soil I 

may get "caught". Hence would now avoid the US in any travel 

plans. D) I cannot the extortionate fees to renounce anyway. E) 

When I looked into getting a TIN, it looked like it could take a 

lot of time and admin and I resent having to do it. 

I resent this situation as I do not understand why the US should 

be able to claim tax from me. I am British/French/European. Not 

one drop of my blood in American and I do not want to be 

American and have never benefited from this status. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: did 

not indicate 
I felt like too isolated for anybody to care about this situation 

where you don't know what can happen tomorrow. The taxation 

system couldn't be more different than what it is in France. 

 

My wife made me an hard time. It was very unpleasant and I felt 

it was unfair. I have always lived in Europe, I have never 

worked or studied in the US. I have been to the US only a few 

times and there, I am considered as a foreigner. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 



 
 

256 
 

 

I pay an attorney to handle the massive paperwork required for 

the US taxation. 

 

I feel this system violates the constitution both in France and in 

the US 

 

I would like to get rid of this nightmare which prevents me from 

living freely 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California No problems they were very helpful. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona BEFORE 2010 and FATCA - at the American Embassy - there 

were no problems whatsoever. I didn't owe any money to the 

IRS and the tax representative showed me how to file. None 

since then other than at meetings organised by tax professionals 

who clearly wanted the business of expats and were very 

threatening.  

 

The IRS is now invisible. It is impossible to get ahold of anyone 

to help you. It is now a paid profession so whereas pre-FATCA I 

owed nothing and paid nothing for the form to be prepared 

because the IRS helped me for free, now I still owe nothing but I 

pay almost 400 dollars a year to file because the forms are so 

complicated that I have to hire a tax professional. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California 1. Spoke with a helpful, pleasant IRS representative in Paris, 

France by telephone in the late '80s. No problems. 

 

2. Corresponded with the IRS by postal mail from Paris area, 

France in the late '80s. No problems. 

 

3. Obtained in-person assistance from an IRS representative 

located in the Paris, France consulate in the late '80s to file US 

federal income tax returns, with hand-stamped receipt of return 

each filing year. Very prompt, courteous, pleasant service.  

 

The IRS no longer provides sufficient support for US taxpayers 

living overseas. It is essential for US tax filers (especially those 

owing no or minimal taxes) to have telephone and in-person 

assistance from IRS representatives in a US consulate familiar 

with the interface between US and local overseas tax filings, 

substantively and procedurally. US tax filers living overseas, 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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especially those owing no or minimal taxes, ought to have free 

overseas IRS assistance in non-complicated filings, instead of 

having to pay substantial fees to country-of-residence 

professionals versed in both US and country-of-residence tax 

laws and regulations, to determine tax liability.  

 

IRS website content (apparently drafted by non-lawyers for non-

lawyers) seems ambiguous (due to possibility of more than one 

interpretation of "common language") for those trained in non-

tax law. It would be helpful to have content researchable by 

topic or issue, and to provide a publicly accessible summary of 

letter rulings by topic or issue (omitting confidential info, e.g., 

names). 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois Tax support was better before budgets were cut in the US 

embassies. Now there is only facebook. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Any attempt to speak with an IRS representative by phone is 

futile. It's very difficult to get through to someone, and if you 

manage to, they always have an excellent reason why they 

cannot help. 

 

It is not possible to have an online account with the IRS when 

you live overseas. This sends the very clear message that the IRS 

and, by extension, the United States more generally, does not 

care about us. We are saddled with enormous tax filing 

obligations - much more than those to which US residents are 

subject to - and, at the same time, are provided with far fewer 

resources to meet those obligations. When it comes to overseas 

taxpayers, the IRS makes no pretense of seeking to respect the 

Taxpayer Bill of Rights. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine The IRS does not have any tools for use by someone who lives 

overseas. We have to buy turbotax. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Apparently expats are not allowed to access on line so I never 

know where I stand in terms of what I owe the IRS or not. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York No, the IRS does not provide sufficient support for US taxpayers 

living overseas. The IRS office was closed in Paris. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California For a number of years now there has been NO IRS 

representative in France at all, nor, I think, in all of Europe. A 

call to the IRS in the States put me on hold for as long as an hour 

(in 2018) before I could every get through to anyone. My son 

spent double that time on hold only 2 months ago.  

 

NO, the IRS does NOT provide sufficient support for those of us 

overseas! And answers are not always correct. Also, I have had 

IRS mail arrive AFTER the date for a required answer. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I had very unsatisfactory interactions: by mail, no answer, just 

kept on applying penalties so I finally just paid up even though I 

do not think I owed anything. 

 

Also, went to the US embassy tax person with the problem and 

they advised me that it was too difficult for them to figure out 

and I should hire a professional to do it. 

 

This is why, although I owe no US taxes, I pay a professional 

every year $300 to fill out the forms which show I owe no 

taxes.... 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California When the IRS has made mistakes, I have been able to reach 

persons in the US who were able to correct the mistakes, but 

only after long waits and multiple calls on the telephone.  

 

I received a reimbursement for slightly more than I claimed this 

year, but I have no idea of the details - it seems to be impossible 

to establish an online account with the IRS from overseas. 

 

I received extremely valuable assistance from the IRS 

representatives in Paris...until the US closed that representation a 

few years ago...whatever happened to the credo of our 

forefathers starting the Revolutionary War: "No taxation without 

representation!!!" 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California They have been helpful, in the past, but currently not accessible. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In 2017 I made a small mistake in my tax form although now I 

realise that I am under the threshold so I do not have to file. The 

IRS first fined me an exorbitant sum which I contested by mail. I 

sent proof of my mistake. Then I sent them the French-US tax 

treaty to show I am under the threshold. Each time the overdue 

fines started accumulating. It took 2 years and several letters to 

convince them this was my simple mistake before they believed 

me and cancelled all accusations.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I had a question and could not call the 800 number they say to 

call.  

Finally I talked to a competent person in the embassy in Paris 

who resolved my problem. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I was unable to establish an online account with either the IRS or 

with Social Security, due to the fact that I live overseas. I have 

no ability to create such an account or to access my personal 

history/information that is on file. I find this to be scandalous! 

In my own personal experience, the IRS seems to provide ZERO 

support for US taxpayers overseas. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I contacted [the IRS] in 2019 regarding the TWENTY TWO 

page instructions for filing FBAR!! OMG it is a wonder anyone 

does this if you read the instructions first, it is a confusing mess 

written it would seem to intimidate people. The instructions 

should simple be ONE page long, with a sample page of how to 

fill in the form. The IRS was of little help. I just finally asked 

someone else who recommended throwing away the directions 

and just following the form. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I spoke with an IRS representative over the phone several years 

ago regarding a question about FBAR filing. Despite the fact 

that my question was a generic one, I had to provide my name 

and other identifying information (this was their policy on all 

calls). I had nothing to hide, but the fact that I could not call with 

a simple question without having to provide my identity was 

unsettling. What do they do with this information? Could it be 

used to mount a case against certain US citizens who are not 

compliant? 

 

When I first moved outside of the US 16 years ago, I went to the 

US Embassy to ask the IRS representative some questions. 

These conversations were of limited utility. He basically 

confirmed that he could only answer basic questions, that local 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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tax experts could help me with my returns and that since they 

were very expensive, I would have to take that factor into 

account given my income level. As I mentioned elsewhere in the 

survey, if the US is going to tax its citizens worldwide, it should 

ensure that IRS representatives are available to answer detailed 

questions. In my opinion, they should be just as knowledgeable 

about tax treatment of both US & local country 

assets/investments/income/etc. as the local CPAs are. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Previously there was an IRS team at the Paris embassy whom 

we could contact by phone and later email. I was in contact with 

them for many years, starting in 1993, but their office was 

closed down in 2012. I have had no direct contact with the IRS 

since but I do use free-file online to prepare my income tax 

declaration. 

 

No, there is no support now from the IRS for US taxpayers 

living overseas. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland There used to be an IRS representative in the US Embassy in 

Paris, but it seems that this service has been closed. Otherwise I 

call the office in the US that is for people living abroad, but it is 

difficult to reach them at times, not the mention the problems 

with the time difference. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri Interactions by mail are very slow and difficult to resolve. 

Telephone calls were prohibitively expensive from Ethiopia. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana Sought from the IRS assistance when I first expatriated, 

however, while helpful I was not informed of FinCen/FBAR 

requirements and only told I was not earning enough to file an 

annual return, which was incorrect. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Mexico I was able to reach someone at IRS in the US relatively easily 

and was given answers to my questions. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I was put on hold three times, passed around to multiple 

conseilleurs and was told false information or at least 

information that didn’t agree with publication 52. Then I was 

told literally I don’t know and good luck.  

 

No exaggeration here. What am I supposed to do with that?! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio In 2004 or thereabouts, I was assisted in person by someone in 

the IRS office of the Consulate in Paris. That went very well.  

 

Otherwise, it is difficult to phone the IRS as there can be a very 

long wait. When you do get through you aren't given the most up 

to date information. that happened to me in 2018, I think. The 

exact interest couldn't be calculated and so I did not pay what 

was really due, although I acted in good faith.  

 

And of course the notices that are sent take weeks and arrive 

well after the due date, so they aren't much help (2018).  

 

Accessing an online account with the IRS would solve a lot of 

problems, but of course this is not possible for those of us who 

live overseas (2018). Nor is corresponding with the IRS by 

email possible (2018). These are all pipe dreams and the IRS 

does not provide sufficient support for overseas filers, for all of 

the above reasons.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas After being on hold for a long time, and trying many different 

numbers, I was able to get through. Unfortunately, I was not 

very happy with the answer to my question: "I don't really 

know."  I don't know why as an expat we are not able to open an 

account online with the IRS. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas 2020 I needed help with AMT, but they are not allowed to help 

with these problems.  

 

2018 I found out about PFIC and I called for help. The IRS is 

not allowed to help. 

 

Each time I needed help, no support. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia After my bounced check to the IRS to pay for my 2019 US 

taxes, I received a stop payment letter from the IRS MONTHS 

after I had sent my payment (I received this notification in 

September for a stopped payment on June 26th). In the 

meantime, I had relatives in the US send a new check to the IRS. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I tried to contact the IRS to find out if I had a penalty due to the 

bounced check. 

 

I got through once, and talked to some very nice person who 

could not help me as the computer system was down. All further 

efforts to contact the IRS were futile as the automated system 

led me in circles and I never could get through to another living 

person. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida - I received via postal mail an underpayment letter of usd5k, 

back in 2017, with of course a penalty fee because of the time it 

took for the letter to arrive and the fee had already kicked in. 

-The underpayment they started was due to foreign credits. 

-my tax preparer stated to me they often make this error. 

- I wrote a clear letter with full details attachments and 

explanations. 

-some months later they wrote back saying I still owed and 

another penalty for good measure. 

-my highly paid tax preparer advised I call IRS. I rang the 

International bureau after the main desk had no idea what I was 

referring to, unfamiliar with terms etc. 

-the international desk was helpful and cleared my account 

completely and no fees or tax paid. The agent went so far as to 

indicate that non specialized staff at the IRS are not trained. 

-the stress, time and worry was elevated while money spent 

calling the IRS from France was paid by me due to their error. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Getting someone from the IRS on the phone is nearly 

impossible. Calling from Europe compounds the problem. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I use the online IRS to review currency exchange rates in tax 

filing preparation, pay estimated taxes, and keep somewhat 

informed on legislation and regulation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Used to call the Paris IRS office for help in preparing tax 

returns. Generally, the interaction was very cordial, very helpful 

and very pertinent. Unfortunately, this service has been 

discontinued for many years and is greatly missed. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Zero help.  
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 



 
 

263 
 

 I have just written my certified mail after multiple failed 

attempts.  

 

Very difficult to believe that the USA has such poor service. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania [I contacted the IRS] to check they received my taxes and ensure 

I had no tax liability. Also called for my stimulus check which I 

never got my mail; I finally got it by opening a US bank account 

(for which I had to lie because the bank wouldn’t use my foreign 

address!!?!) 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania There was, a few years ago, a long snail mail exchange with the 

IRS -- because their letters are sent in bulk and arrived 6 to 8 

weeks after the date they were written. I ended up calling 

because the never-ending exchange was frustrating. 

 

Back in the day that there was an IRS office at the embassy in 

Paris, they used to hold a day of workshops where you could go 

and ask them to look over your file and help out. The 

representative would sometimes come to the AARO tax 

meeting. It was very helpful. 

 

There are no more internationally stationed IRS representatives. 

Calling is frustrating as the waits online are too long and, 

depending on where one lives, may not be convenient. Instead of 

going from 5 to 0, they should have expanded from 5 to 10 (so 

that people in Africa did not have to resort to the officer in 

China!) 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia When I called the IRS "helpline" asking how I should list a year 

of foreign unemployment benefits (with taxes already deducted 

at the source), they said they didn't know the answer and 

couldn't help. They want to get their hands on your foreign 

income but do not have the resources or expert knowledge to 

make that possible. It's a lose-lose situation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Impossible to contact anyone with the IRS from overseas. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
I have had no problem with IRS interactions. I have an online 

access which works fine. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I have had to look for the correct IRS office to which to send my 

new address information. Mail between France and the U.S. has 

not been reliable over the past couple of years. I wish there were 

an easy spot on the IRS website to change one’s address and that 

one could receive an email indicating that the change has been 

made. When I write to the IRS I cannot be sure that my letter 

was received or that the new information has been entered into 

the IRS system. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana I don't believe the IRS has a clue or cares if I am outside of the 

US. The IRS is not doing a very good job these days -- they 

make lots of mistakes and these are the issues we are having 

with them. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I worked with the IRS office at the local US Embassy until the 

office was closed. Now when I have an issue, I must call 

Philadelphia and exchange documents by regular mail. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey When I called I got a message that said "We only respond to 

questions during tax time" (i.e., prior to April 15). Since I was 

preparing my return during May (foreign residents have an 

automatic 60 day extension), I was unable to get any help. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I had to submit my 2018 return on paper because electronic 

filing was rejected without explanation but probably had to do 

with AGI not matching. Subsequently the refund expected for 

2019 was used to pay taxes and penalties for 2018. It was more 

complicated than that but eventually the IRS personnel on the 

phone patiently guided me through submitting an amended 

return and ultimately all incorrect taxes and penalties were 

refunded. Kudos to the IRS. 

 

Another problem is that I do not have an account on the IRS web 

site which could be helpful and cannot create one because I do 

not have a US address or phone number. Social Security solved 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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this problem by using a service from ID & Me. Maybe the IRS 

could do the same. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington This year, my tax return was returned to me at a former address, 

even though I paid first class postage and sent it to the address 

indicated on the form. 

 

The help for overseas citizens seems to be nonexistent, and it has 

caused significant problems, delays, and unjust fines over the 

years. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I was pleasantly surprised by the helpfulness of IRS employees. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I was assessed an additional tax payment on my 2018 return. I 

promptly paid it. Despite that prompt action on my part for 

months afterward I received repeated dunning notices from the 

IRS. Month after month. I finally zeroxed my bank statement 

reflecting the payment by check and demanded that the IRS get 

their act together. No immediate response then finally a letter 

stating I owed nothing further.  

 

As for in-person assistance that was ten years ago when the IRS 

maintained an assistance office in the US Consulate Paris. Very 

practical and very friendly and competent service. Gone today 

given the cut back in services and the security procedures in 

effect today for entry access to the Consulate. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois French so-called CSG trauma 2008-2013 or so. As you know, 

the IRS was soundly reprimanded by the Court of Appeals for 

acting improperly in failing to take into account (in any sense) 

the Republic of france's own view of its own tax system 

(categorization issue). The IRS's actions were not only 

improper-they were blatantly illegal under US law and in total 

disregard of the most basic principles of international law and 

respect for sovereignty. 

 

My return for reimbursement is under review (of course, no 

access to determine even if received-had to send twice-once by 

registered mail which in the US to be sure-no access to 

"transcript" as my tax home is outside the US and therefore not 

eligible to use internet to receive transcript-incompetence in 

stating whether in "system". 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Contact with the IRS in 2011 on this (ILLEGALLY I later was 

informed-simple call at home) illustrated (a nice person) but the 

total inadequacy of having this handled by IRS (generally less 

than high-level) agents who haven’t the oldest notion of French 

tax law and French documentation.  

 

Extremely trying emotionally, as the IRS threatens to look at 

stuff that is incompatible with CSG imposition and you get 

frightened to death.  

 

The systems are incompatible and justice can NEVER be 

attained in such a situation. The US acts (vis à vis not only its 

citizens but foreign governments) as if they are unworthy of any 

respect for their dignity or sovereignty. This will one day come 

back to haunt the US-ARROGANCE. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Impossible to create user account with foreign address. No 

access to tax records. 2017 taxes just processed in 2020 as IRS 

did not understand check for transition tax was unrelated to 

personal returns in spite of multiple phone calls, multiple 

mailings of tax returns. IRS Reps were clueless regarding 965 

transition tax. Not sure if that is what resulted in me being 

flagged for identity theft, but then unable to receive IP PIN 

which would allow my tax preparer/ fiscaliste to file 

electronically, as to do so would require creating IRS user 

account. It’s an endless circle! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I have had trouble recovering refunds which then resulted in an 

audit - for which no error was identified.  

 

Several years ago I needed to ask a question about a refund due 

to me - the status, timing, etc. My tax advisor got no answers for 

many months then tried calling but each time he was told the file 

was handled by a different office. Then it was "lost". We 

resorted to the Taxpayer Advocacy service to sort it out - which 

happened after a few more months.  

 

The other times I had even a simple question the person on the 

other end didn't know the answer.  

 

All this adds up to stress and a huge waste of time and expense. 

 

I don't think the IRS provides sufficient support for overseas 

taxpayers. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Constant difficulties communicating with the IRS particularly 

because I do not have a cellphone connection in the U.S. There 

is a feeling of helpless in having to communicate with an 

authority having vast powers affecting my life without having 

the possibility of dealing with it. 

 

The complexity of attempting to get through made me 

unprepared to get answers to technical questions. When a IRS 

representative was located in the U.S Consulate in Paris all these 

problems of communications did not arise. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah Having an IRS representative at the US Consulate goes back 

many years. As far as I know, they no longer offer this service in 

Paris. When they did, the person was not a great deal of help 

because he/she knew nothing about the French system. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Waste of time. The people I talked to on my 2 calls didn't know 

anything about how to file for expats. The only advice they were 

able to give me was "get an accountant." 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: West Virginia I've found the IRS's website to be rather cryptic. Otherwise, 

corresponding by mail does work. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland No problem communicating by mail. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Did not receive a refund due. Appealed to TAS. After 18 months 

and hundreds of dollars of phone bills, received the refund. 

 

Have repeatedly requested a tax transcript. Sometimes I receive 

one. This year I have had no response to my requests and cannot 

contact anyone directly to try to resolve this.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The IRS is incapable of providing support to us. Last year we 

tried to access our personal information online and were blocked 

because we live abroad. We had no trouble accessing the 

information when we were in the US. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [My] interactions [with the IRS] were very professional and 

courteous. The IRS agents were helpful and provided good 

guidance. 

 

But I had to do this very late in European time to be able to 

reach them (1 AM local time). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York When I had to file some back taxes, I tried to obtain in-person 

assistance from the IRS office in the embassy in Paris (I had 

previously been able to ask a simple question quickly to the IRS 

office in the embassy in London when I had been on assignment 

there). However, the IRS office in the consulate in Paris had just 

been closed permanently, and I had not been aware of this 

closure in advance.  

 

Therefore, I contacted the IRS by telephone by international 

direct dial. Unlike the French tax office, I discovered that the 

IRS cannot be reached by email, and any answers the IRS gives, 

even in writing, are not legally binding on it (which makes any 

answer one receives worthless and the whole exercise pointless, 

in my view). When I called the IRS, I was able to reach first-line 

personnel who could not answer my questions, since they 

involved international issues. So, I was directed to the legal 

personnel, who were not available without waiting on hold on an 

international call for at least two hours. This absurdly long hold 

time was incompatible with my illness, so I simply hung up and 

never called them back. Later, I discovered that the hold times 

were always this long and that any answer I received would not 

be binding on the IRS anyway.  

 

Therefore, since then, I have relied on reading through IRS 

instructions as available on the IRS website, as well as going to 

the source regulations, bulletins, rulings and legislation in some 

cases, especially after I found out that taxpayers cannot even rely 

upon published IRS instructions and publications that 

accompany the forms. In addition, I rely on non-IRS sources, 

especially tax professional acquaintances, to help interpret the 

many ambiguous points in IRS-source documents and to parse 

the often-self-contradictory statements in those documents. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Furthermore, when I have tried to make any simple filings 

online, such as to file an extension with a small estimated 

payment, I found the experience to be so user unfriendly, that I 

believe that the IRS’s website is one of the worst websites taking 

payments that I have ever used. Amazon circa 1998 was much 

more user friendly. 

 

Overall, anything the IRS puts out is nearly incomprehensible, 

and even when an item is understandable, the IRS constantly 

contradicts itself from one form, instruction booklet or ruling to 

another.  

 

On the other hand, I understand that there are good reasons for 

many of the difficulties faced by all taxpayers, not just 

international ones, with respect to IRS services. Among them, I 

know of budget cuts and legislative restrictions governing what 

the IRS can or cannot do, especially when it comes to providing 

services that may also be provided by the private sector. 

 

The only thing that I can suggest is that the IRS and the US 

taxpayer would be much better served if the IRS merely copied 

what works for other countries’ tax agencies, such as France’s. 

In particular, the IRS really needs to be bound to any response 

that it gives in writing or recorded conversation, subject to the 

underlying question including a reasonably accurate presentation 

of the facts. Finally, the IRS needs to offer email taxpayer 

support, online accounts, international payment options, and 

comprehensive, competent and quick multi-language, multi-

level support for international taxpayers, regardless of whether 

the US keeps its disgraceful and discriminatory citizenship-

based taxation system. In short, the IRS needs to enter 

something resembling the 21st century. The problems it faces 

and the corresponding problems of taxpayers are only going to 

get worse as time goes on due to increasing international 

communication and mobility. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is impossible to open an account with the IRS to view 

transcripts whilst not having the US based ID checks such as a 

US based cell phone contract.  

 

The tax return that I lodged by paper in Dec 2019 has now been 

rejected as the IRS posted me a letter requesting verification that 

I had lodged that return but the letter arrived in France after the 

last date for contacting them to verify that it was my tax return.  

 

They make it so hard to be compliant. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The wait time was over an hour. The rep was friendly and 

seemed to be knowledgeable. I consider that the IRS does not 

provide sufficient support for any taxpayer, not just expats. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I had FBAR filing questions and there is no way to speak to a 

person or email either. So it’s really inappropriate to require 

filing but not offer any assistance with those issues. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii For my purposes, what small support I require to comply with 

my US tax obligations can be easily found on the IRS website. I 

cannot speak for other US overseas taxpayers whose financial 

situation is far more complex than mine. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Received notice of late filing. Mail was received after stated 

penalties would already start. Took forever to get person on the 

line, costly to call internationally then was told the amount was 

so small that it might or might not be required to pay. Could take 

risk not to pay if wanted too. Also late payment didn’t apply b/c 

live overseas. Information isn’t even adapted to people living 

overseas. Frustrating! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Needed to correct an error in my filing a few years ago. Was 

actually able to do so over the phone and the tax owed was 

corrected. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia [My] interactions [with the IRS] over the years were greatly 

facilitated when there used to be an IRS office in the consular 

division of the local US Embassy. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin The US government does not provide sufficient support for US 

citizens, taxpayers and residents overseas. Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US  
I have worked all my life in France. US taxation was easy to fill 

out while I was working (no tax to pay because french salary). 

The year I stopped working (pension in 2017), I didn't know 

how to fill out the US tax forms or I did it wrong. I received a 

letter asking me to pay 3000 dollars to the US! This was finally 

solved by an exchange of letters but now I fill out a 1040 with 

zeros all over, which I find a little useless. 

Every year I am afraid to make a mistake. Stressful! 

 

I am always petrified about doing something wrong and not 

being able to cope with the situation. I feel more French than 

American. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California We were charged penalty for late filing but cannot file before 

first filing in France. Called the IRS to explain but they indicated 

they couldn’t do anything about our problem. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
In March [2020] I was accused of a mistake in my 2017 tax 

return. In fact it is the IRS's mistake, not mine. A huge mistake 

accusing me of cheating and claiming I owe over $120,000! 

Because of confinement it was impossible to talk with anyone in 

the relevant office, although I called over 10 times. I have not 

been able to stop the process and now I am being taken to court 

in New York for a mistake made by the IRS. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I have lived outside of the US for most of my life, because of my 

father's job as a child, and now because of my own as an adult. 

 

I have become a French citizen, but have not renounced my 

American nationality because my parents still live in the US. My 

partner is French, I work for a French company, and our children 

will be both French and American. 

 

When I started working in France, I had difficulty filing my tax 

returns as there was no software that would properly help 

citizens outside of the US. I sought advice from a tax 

accountant, who charged me an exorbitant sum to prepare my 

returns ($400+) even though I earned too little to actually pay 

taxes in the US.  

 

After a few years, I decided to mail in my tax returns myself, 

and have had much difficulty in doing so. On one occasion, I 

was fined for a late return (despite the extended deadline for 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

272 
 

those overseas) because I missed something on my form, and 

was sent repeated reminders to pay penalties. Yet, I was unable 

to contact the IRS from outside the country because their phone 

numbers did not accept international calls, and I was unable to 

get adequate support online. I managed to sort this out when I 

returned to the US to visit my parents and could spend an hour 

on the phone from inside the country. 

 

This year, though I followed all instructions to the letter and 

made sure to check every box and sign where necessary, my 

taxes were returned to me because the postal address was 

invalid--yet it was the same address indicated on the filing form 

for international filers! 

 

To make matters more complicated, I only just received this 

letter after five months, because in the meantime I moved to a 

new apartment. Luckily the new tenant in my old apartment 

happened to see the returned letter and called me, otherwise I 

might have been charged for not filing at all. At least there is 

proof of the date it was sent. (I should note that in order to 

change my mailing address I once again had to call from inside 

the United States when visiting my parents this summer. 

Fortunately I have been visiting them once a year and can take 

care of these things, but if I didn't go back so often I'm not sure 

how I would be able to sort out my taxes!) 

 

We will have to go through an accountant this year to make sure 

everything is done right in the US (French taxes are simple and 

accessible, so we don't need an accountant for that), but I cringe 

at the thought of how much that will cost, particularly because I 

still do not earn enough money to pay taxes to the US 

government, yet I still have to file. 
 

Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois It makes me sad that Americans living in the United States don't 

care about us and that many of them even hate us just because 

we live overseas, as if we are less than fully human - and less 

deserving of rights - for doing so. 

 

It makes me sad and angry that US policymakers refuse to care 

about us. They are quite happy to tax us, but quite unhappy to 

spend any time examining just what it means to tax us. In their 

eyes, we are American enough to be subject to taxation but not 

American enough to be accorded any consideration let alone 

representation of our interests. This is immoral and US 

policymakers are immoral because of the way they both neglect 

and punish us. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York How ignorant it is, of my once-great country, to not encourage 

its best and brightest to work overseas, and be the best 

ambassadors possible. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
- Between high taxes in my country of residence, and the burden 

of US taxation, it’s just easier to not aspire to work hard to get 

ahead in life.  

 

- I feel very discriminated against, having to declare annually the 

amount in my checking account, which other US citizens are not 

required to do. 

 

- I worry a lot about my banking and identity information being 

hacked or sold on the internet. 

 

- I don’t feel represented by the Secretary of State, or any other 

US government official. 

 

- I cannot vote in US elections because the state in which I last 

resided forbids it.  

 

- I am a conscientious person and want to do the right thing, but 

because of the cost, difficulty, stress and discrimination by the 

US government against its own citizens, I will probably 

renounce citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Every year, filing US returns via my tax professional is time 

consuming, stressful, and expensive (1500€ for the 2019 return). 

A request for extension filed by my tax professional which was 

not received by the IRS in 2017 caused innumerable letters and 

phone calls to get the penalties removed. I also paid additional 

fees to my preparer for the time he spent on the topic in addition 

to significant time on my side.  

 

Investment decisions are a nightmare - there is no good solution. 

 

I am recommending that my children renounce their US 

citizenship now as young adults to avoid these problems. I am 

seriously considering the same. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Texas I am based in France for the past 7-8 years and have business 

interests in France, Russia, and South Korea. It would take too 

long to list specifically but in general, I am unable to make 

significant investments/prepare for a retirement due to FATCA, 

I am uncertain/afraid of potentially investing in new business 

ventures, concerned about selling my existing business, and 

generally stressed out. In essence, FATCA has simplified my 

life as a small entrepreneur in a totalitarian way: either I drop my 

life abroad and return at fiscal gunpoint to the Homeland, or I 

essentially live as an outlaw abroad afraid of even visiting the 

Homeland. Anything in between makes no financial sense as 

reporting is itself a giant nightmare with no competent 

professional help available, penalties are Soviet-level draconian, 

and doors are already closed in my face. I am strongly 

considering renouncing US citizenship. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Oldest children now legal adults: advising them to renounce in 

order to avoid both personal hardship and burden on 

relationship. Have applied for French nationality and likely will 

obtain in coming months. Likelihood of renunciation once 

French: 80% if no reform in regards to FATCA (RBT at 

minimum, but this will not solve all problems). Will willingly 

file and pay US taxes on US earned income, but do not feel that 

US govt and treasury should have the right to know all 

concerning myself and my family.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Accidental American born in: 

Texas  
I have no idea what to do regarding the taxation, I find it 

extremely stressful and I can't understand the system. I have 

never been given any information about it. 

 

It feels unfair to have obligations toward a state that I don't 

affiliate with in any mean. 

 

[Renouncing] was fairly easy, but way too expensive and I had 

to ask for financial help. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Accidental American born in: 

California 
[I renounced because of] problem with bank services; keeping 

account; getting credit 

 

I DID NOT DO ANYTHING I TRY TO LEAVE MY 

NORMAL LIVE PAYING TAXES IN THE COUNTRY 

WHERE I LIVE ; I WHISH FATCA WILL BE REPEALED. 

 

I THINK IT IS UNFAIR I DONT PAY IMPOTS IN FRANCE 

TOO LOW SALARY ; I LIVED STUDIED FOR FREE  8 

YEARS IN CROATIA GOT DIPLOMA I CAN WORK IN 

FRANCE  I WENT THERE IN HOSPITAL MORE THAN 1 

MONTH FOR FREE USED FOR FREE A LOT OF SERVICES 

FOR MY POINT OF VIEW I SHOULD GIVE MONEY TO 

CROATIA. I NEVER RETURNED TO THE US NEVER 

USED ANY SERVICES HAVE ANY TIES WITH US.  

PAYING 2500 USD REPRESENTS MORE THAN A MONTH 

SALARY FOR ME ITS VERY EXPENSIVE 

 

it's sad to not be anymore the citizen of the country I belonged 

but i keep my place of birth. The procedure of expatriation was  

clear the personal of the embassy where very helpfull. I got my 

CLN fastly. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Former resident of: California It would make sense to me to have the option of an exit tax when 

you leave the US to reside in another country, so that you only 

have to pay taxes in the country in which you reside. 

 

The American judicial-taxation system Of We Will Charge You 

with A Crime Which Has Enormous Life-Threatening Penalties, 

so you will settle for something less without a chance at due 

process, is incentive enough to leave. 

 

[When I renounced] I was very sad. I cried. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Being born [in the US] is part of my life and history. It is 

important. 

 

My bank through me out 

 

It was very quick. One meeting with a vice-consul, or was it a 

representativ ?, through the window of a counter. He hardly set 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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eues on me. Then to the cashier-counter, in cash...expensiv...one 

month of work...gone. 

 

I did it for administrativ reasons but also for family reasons. 

It took me years to act the decision to renounce. It is where I was 

born. Its part of my life, part of my history, part of the history of 

my family. 

And it hurts. 

Till today, I still feel sad. This sadness won’t go away when I 

think of my renounciation. 

I know it was my decision. I stand to it. but still, I feel sad about 

it.  

All this, although I lived there only the 2 first years of my life. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: Ohio  I have always been tax compliant, it was simply the preparation 

fees that were too much when compared to my meager earnings. 

FATCA does not distinguish between rich people who hide 

money in foreign accounts and ordinary little people like me 

who just live in another country. If I live in France and I have a 

bank account in France, then for me, that's a local bank. 

However, for the IRS in America, a bank account in France is a 

"foreign" bank. Ridiculous. 

 

The biggest problem is Citizenship Based Taxation. America 

should join the rest of the world and adopt Residency Based 

Taxation. 

 

Homeland Americans apparently view anyone who lives outside 

the US as someone who is hiding something. Such distrust leads 

to excessive reporting requirements, a tax compliance industry 

that soaks you dry, and excessively high renunciation fees if you 

choose to renounce. It is truly a cruel way to view your fellow 

citizens. It's hard to believe that the country I grew up loving 

could treat us so badly - simply because of not having USA in 

my postal address. 

 

I tolerated the excessive preparation fees imposed by tax 

compliance industry because I love my country of birth. The 

crucial event was FATCA and being refused banking services 

and inability to open a new account due to being an American 

citizen. My income was very modest, and my tax obligation for 

most of my time here in France was ZERO dollars!! 

 

It was an immeasurably emotional decision. But I had to be 

realistic. (1) need to have a bank; (2) preparation fees 

represented 1/3 of my gross annual income!! Now retired, if I 

still had to pay these preparation fees, it would represent 8 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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months of my retirement income!! No one can handle such a 

situation.  

 

I was literally shaking during my renunciation interview - and 

felt as though I had been hit over the head with a baseball bat 

when the interview was finished. I cried for a long time. 

I used to think that the worst day of my life was when my son 

died. But with my renunciation in early 2016, it was the day that 

I died. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Accidental American  [I had] problems with opening new bank account. 

 

My parents decided that it would be better to renounce my 

citizenship as I started working. 

 

The fees were so expensive, it surprised me so much. 

 

I may be an Accidental American, but wasn't an accident for my 

parents. The bad feeling goes for the naming.  

 

But, it's true that I never really felt american, but then I never 

really felt french or japanese either. When you have three 

nationnalities, you don't care what you are, you just want to 

explore those three cultures. 

 

Recently the bank who I told that I'm not american anymore, still 

sends me papers about FATCA. It's not really a big problems, 

but I'm sure that this kind of little things will happen all my life 

and I will have to justify myself that I'm not american everytime. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
The whole approach to the US taxation has following elements. 

1) The US is virtuous and taxation is a weapon that the US can 

use to force its laws on other country. 2) If you are an expat, you 

are presumed to be guilty of tax evasion simply you live outside 

of the US. 3) As an expat, you have to fill out endless forms that 

ensure that you are guilty of something even if it is just an 

omission. 4) Taxation is a measure of one's patriotism more than 

it is a tool to generate revenue to cover the costs of 

governmental services. 

 

RBT is the only solution to this problem. Unfortunately, the US 

will not move to this form of taxation in the foreseeable future. 

The taxation of retained earnings and annual profits on foreign-

owned corporation was the last straw for me. This action is 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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current taxation of potential future income. In other words, the 

US is taxing "fake" income. There is part of the US Constitution 

that permits the US to tax income that has not yet been realised. 

That did not stop the politicians who was to give Apple and 

other multinational corporations a big tax break on get it through 

Congress on a simple majority by making the law revenue 

neutral on the back of the expats who own small business. 

Members of Congress cry "...but that was not or intent."  

Nevertheless, they are too crowd to fix their mistakes. "Just 

ignore it."  That is their motto. 

 

Members of Congress do not care and either did not reply to my 

inquiries but just brush me off with replies that were unrelated to 

my questions. Moreover, when the IRS backdoors its way into a 

foreign corporation (i.e., my small business) and nobody in 

Congress or the IRS cares, that was the last straw for this 

veteran. The US deliberated hung me out to dry without even a 

"Sorry about that." 

 

[The renunciation process was] expensive and insulting. You 

pay $2,350 to stand in front of a bullet windows to swear in front 

of a State Department Officer (who you are "bothering" with this 

operation) and the US flag that you are renouncing. Next your 

name gets published in the Federal Register with the expressed 

objective of shaming you. After that you get added to the FBI 

list of people who cannot buy a gun. However, you still receive 

Absentee Ballot. What was the purpose $2,350. Obviously, it 

was to punish you for being un-American. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Texas 
I paid 15 000$ to accountants and a further 2350$ to the 

embassy for renunciation. I would so rather have put this money 

towards helping my son pay back his loan for university fees in 

the UK. To this day, it remains unpaid. 

 

As far as I'm concerned they can keep their twisted policies in 

place but at the least they should only be applied to people who 

live in the States but have invested abroad. 

 

Emotionally it was a wrenching experience. To this day I still 

feel torn and continue to second guess myself as to how the 

problems might have been solved differently. However turn it as 

may, I have yet to imagine any other possible outcome. That 

being said, I despise having to ask permission whether through 

Esta or the visa process to visit my place of birth, the place 

where much of my family continues to reside including my 

mother. But the risk of potential litigation and / or fines on the 

part of the IRS towards my precarious family financial situation 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 



 
 

279 
 

was quite simply too much to be born. I own two tiny companies 

and was incapable of declaring the taxes myself. It costs literally 

thousands of dollars a year to have my tax declaration done by a 

professional and even then is virtually impossible to be sure that 

it's done correctly and the risk thus avoided... Apparently the 

laws are so arcane, twisted and full of inconsistencies that much 

remains a mystery even to professional accountants. I feared the 

potential loss of my home and this sent my level of stress 

soaring and impacted my health. Nonetheless the day of 

renunciation, uncontrollable tears streamed down my face as I 

read the necessary oath. I feel that the United States obliged me 

to renounce through the imposition of inexplicably oppressive 

laws and I feel betrayed by my own country. 

 

The whole Gilti/Transition thing is absolutely immoral when 

applied to individuals and should only be applied to companies 

formed in the US and later sent abroad for tax reasons. Then I 

could maybe see the sense in maintaining aspects of it. 

 

Personally I'd also like to see it made possible for victims of the 

system, like myself, to reclaim their nationality. But I'm not 

holding my breath. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Texas 
Banks dropped us as clients due to my nationality and the 

burden complying with U.S. banking regulations posed for the 

bank. We had to sell of investment accounts at a loss and close 

and transfer current accounts to other banks. 

 

I left the U.S. completely compliant with all U.S. tax, FATCA 

and FBAR filing requirements. 

 

When I married my husband (Belgian nationality) in 1981, he 

was a widower with two children (both Italian nationals). At that 

time, living in Italy, I stopped working and became a full-time 

homemaker, trying to survive in a tri-lingual family. When I 

requested tax documents from the American Consulate in Milan, 

they asked if I owed US taxes. I explained that I had no income. 

I was told that it was ridiculous for me to request the massive 

stack of documents necessary to make a foreign U.S. tax 

declaration when I had no income. It was too expensive. They 

recommended that I not file unless I had some extraordinary 

income from the USA sufficient to generate a tax liability. 

Consequently, I went years without filing until, upon the death 

of my parents, I received a modest inheritance. That year I filed 

an income tax return and paid taxes on my inherited wealth. I 

invested some of this income in the U.S. and proceeded to 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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declare my income from my investment accounts in the U.S. 

although I rarely earned enough to have to pay U.S. taxes. 

 

All this time, I considered myself a European resident, and for 

me, my foreign accounts were those in the U.S. But around 2010 

I started to hear what appeared to be rumors about FATCA, 

which at first, I thought applied to corporations and U.S. 

residents with accounts in Europe (where Europe constituted a 

foreign country and foreign investment). For me, my European 

bank accounts were local, and in addition, they represented my 

husband's income upon which he paid full tax in whichever 

country we were currently resident. I was very perplexed when 

FATCA declarations were required on all our European current, 

savings and investment accounts. Some of these had been set up 

before our marriage with his two children from his first marriage 

as beneficiaries. 

 

At a certain point, I had to explain to my husband that in order to 

satisfy FATCA reporting requirements I was going to have to 

make a declaration to the I.R.S. giving details, including account 

numbers and balances on not only accounts on which I was a 

signatory, but his as well. He had become a U.S. person by 

association; consequently, I was required to also report his 

accounts. My husband was not happy, to say the least. I tried for 

two years to imagine some scenario that could justify this gross 

invasion of my husband's privacy and right to financial 

confidentiality but found myself at a total loss.  

 

We were in complete compliance with Belgian/Italian/French 

tax law, and my husband could not understand why, he who had 

never been (or wanted to be) a U.S. citizen; who had never been 

in the U.S. for any other reason than to visit the Grand Canyon, 

Disneyland with the children and Williamsburg should be 

flagged on his banking accounts as a U.S. person simply because 

he had married the 'wrong' person. Given the circumstances, I 

decided I would prefer to be the 'right' person, and in 2012, I 

went through the process of leaping through the I.R.S. flaming 

hoops to renounce my citizenship. 

 

I gave the question of my nationality a lot of serious 

consideration. Coming from a military family, my father was a 

career Air Force officer and pilot and a veteran of WWII. For us 

patriotism was a foregone conclusion. Nonetheless, growing up 

all over the U.S. and Japan in the 1950s and 1960s, I had 

absolutely no regional affiliation. There was no one place that I 

called home, where I had roots, where aside from my nuclear 

family I had deep and profound affections. My brother died in 

1985, my father in 1995 and my mother two years later. I had 

only the most tenuous ties with my one niece and great nieces 

and nephews.  
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In addition, around 2008, I received a letter from the U.S. Social 

Security Administration informing me that all the funds I had 

paid in taxes during the period I was working in the U.S. until 

1973 at which time I went to work in Belgium and then from 

Europe had been absorbed into the U.S. Treasury coffers by 

default. I was not eligible for any form of U.S. Social Security or 

retirement benefits. 

 

This meant that should I outlive my husband, which has proven 

to be the case, and desire to return to the U.S. It would be 

difficult for me to live comfortably on the survivor benefits I 

receive from my husband’s pension, which also provides very 

generous medical coverage. This medical coverage, however, is 

contingent on the condition that I not reside in a country with 

exorbitant fees for medical coverage. The U.S. is first and 

foremost on a list of countries where medical expenses are 

unjustifiable exorbitant. I think Switzerland holds second place. 

Added to all these disincentivizing factors was my husband’s 

wrath at being unjustifiably targeted by the U.S. Treasury and 

the stress it placed on our marriage. Being essentially peace-

loving, pragmatic, and predisposed by my nomadic upbringing 

to making do, it was a relatively easy decision to make. I 

decided to renounce. 

 

I may not be entirely comfortable with my decision, especially 

as I have watched the U.S slip sideways off its pedestal these 

last few years. However, I believe the idea that the U.S. was not 

really the country I was led to believe by my upbringing began 

to fester on November 22, 1963. My family had just returned to 

the U.S from Japan, and we were stationed in Texas when JFK 

was assassinated. I was an appalled teenager riding home in a 

school bus listening to my Texas classmates laugh and cheer 

over this tragic event that I thought could only occur in a banana 

republic. When I got home, I remember telling my parents that I 

wanted to pack my bags and go straight back to Japan.  

 

Ten years later, I went to work in Belgium and only returned for 

brief visits. I always found it easier to be an American remotely 

where I could foster the ideal without having to cope with the 

reality, which to my eyes has been in an inexorable process of 

slow rot from that moment on. I also feel guilty about harboring 

that sentiment since I know how much his country meant to my 

father. But, there you go. Life is what it is. 

 

Once I had plowed through all this emotional baggage plus the 

hard facts of my own situation, which included satisfying a 

mind-boggling and totally intimidating mass of tax declarations 

and complex filings to satisfy IRS requirements for renunciation, 

I was able to procure an audience with the Consul General at the 
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U.S. Consulate in Marseille with very little delay. The 

renunciation procedure was somber, but straightforward, and the 

only hic was the exceedingly long time it took for the 

Declaration of Loss of Nationality to be issued although the 

actual date of the renunciation was the day of my audience in the 

Consulate in Marseille.  

 

It puzzles me that I feel no regret while at the same time 

harboring a niggling sensation of guilt which over the years has 

strained my relationship with U.S. citizens. It may be a traitor 

complex. I know that had my father lived so long, he would not 

have been happy with my decision. 

 

As far as I am concerned, the U.S. government considers its ex-

patriot citizens, whose numbers merit the recognition of a 51st 

state, but who do not benefit from any representation in the U.S. 

Senate or House of Representatives, as a cash cow. They are an 

overtaxed, bullied source of income to the U.S. Treasury to be 

burdened with impossibly complex tax filing requirements that 

inevitably entail the services expensive tax preparation 

professionals due to the threat of exorbitant penalties for errors. 

 

In my opinion, the only solution would be for the U.S. to 

abandon citizenship-based taxation in favor of resident based 

taxation, which would be in line with the practice in most of the 

world. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American who 

renounced US citizenship 
 

Renounced 1 year ago  
Born in: California I was barred from accessing bank services. 

 

I was born in the US but never lived there. I am 49, but 

somehow throughout my life, I kept on being informed about the 

US, that country where my life started. From my summer jobs in 

the US when I was 15 up to my long time TIME magazine 

subscription and my professional trips: there has always been a 

will to remain connected and to bring intercultural 

understanding. You just don't renounce like that, this is a 

personal commitment and history to wipe off, safely, with the 

humiliation to pay a high price for it. 

 

Personally, I kept on being very active in deserving my second 

nationality: speaking a good English, knowing the US news and 

culture, being quite opened to international matters... Eventually, 

I have always worked in international projects and businesses. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
Renunciation was a very easy and simple process at the U.S. 

Embassy in Paris. I was able to get an appointment within 3 

weeks of my request. I was welcomed with smiles and “have a 

nice day” on my way out! 

 

The emotions came when completing my last (hopefully) tax 

return and the anxiety that I would have to pay the exit tax. I 

only felt anger and frustration and now relief that I am finally 

out of the system and will no longer be paying taxes to the U.S. 

nor to my CPA! 

 

Also hopefully will protect my children from being harassed by 

the IRS when I am gone.  

 

I have no regrets...just anger at being treated so unfairly.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Texas 
Mortgage denied by bank. 

 

[As a US citizen, I owed a business located outside of the United 

States.] I did not have a controlling ownership stake but I 

renounced when I realized I was about to because of the 

complexity in reporting involved. 

 

Very difficult decision, I agonized over it. 

Was easy to do (in Paris)/ 

 

Never looked back or regretted it. I wonder why I didn't do it 

earlier. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I like my country of birth even though i did not live there long. 

 

It can be understood that it was necessary to fight tax evasion, 

but the laws put in place had very negative impacts on people 

who had never attempted to evade taxes. 

 

I was put in an impossible position by being subjected to two 

incompatible tax systems. In addition in the case of France, the 

IRS did not recognize as taxes a significant part of the French 

tax (charges sociales) so in effect the dual taxation could not be 

fully avoided. The IRS was many years later found wrong by 

justice, but it was too late. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have an account with Schwab... a little savings there. I asked 

for a credit card and it was refused on account of not having an 

American address! I found this unfair as I don't live in the USA. 

Also a member of my family has access to the account, but they 

did not consider this enough. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine We have had an account closed because the bank discovered we 

live overseas. It is difficult to find a home for our holdings as 

residents overseas. For all the American bank accounts we have, 

we have to be careful not to let them know we live overseas. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I received a notice from Merrill Lynch in around 2016 that I had 

to move my IRA account with them since I live overseas so they 

could no longer continue as my bank. I had been with them for 

well over a decade. The fact that they were booting me out was 

shocking. It was extremely difficult to find a bank willing / able 

to take my IRA. I felt stuck in what seemed like a ridiculous 

situation. Eventually, after much time and energy, I found a 

broker in England who could open an account for my IRA. The 

account was very costly and I eventually moved my investments 

back to an account I had open with [another broker]. Because I 

live outside of the U.S. I'm very limited in what I can invest in 

[with this broker]. Also, the account comes without any financial 

advisor assistance because, again, I live outside of the States. 

Then I didn't have a U.S. credit card (which I had at Merrill 

Lynch) which I needed as I return to the States regularly to visit 

family. Luckily, because of my husband's employer, I was able 

to open an account with a U.S. international credit union that 

offered me a credit card. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Bank of America would not keep me as a client (after 25 yr) if I 

used my real French address and I want to keep the account in 

order to receive my small US social security retirement. So, I 

use my sister's US address. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As an American, I have been dropped by US Merrill Lynch (10 

years ago) and now the firm I took as its replacement Ameritrade 

says i can only take out money from my IRA but cannot buy or 

move investments (9 months ago). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois In December 2018 my investment bank in New York, JP 

Morgan Chase, closed my account because they no longer 

wanted to keep overseas customers with no US residency 

address. (This account had already been frozen in July, 2005 due 

to the Patriot Act.) Since I opened this account 25 years earlier, 

figuring out how much US tax was owed took me almost a 

month. There was little information from the bank to help me 

calculate the amount to be taxed because they were not obliged 

to furnish any figures prior to 2011. Fortunately I had kept all 

the records from the beginning in 1993 and had to literally throw 

them into Excel to be able to start using the tax forms, notably 

form 8949 (long & short term capital gains), that were online in 

free-file fillable forms. It was the worst period of my long 

experience with US taxes because I had, firstly, no idea where to 

start and then, once started, could not see how I would ever get 

to the end because the calculations were so voluminous. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Our financial account was closed in the USA, our credit cards 

with airline miles (at another bank, where we still have checking 

and regular savings accounts) was cancelled as well and we 

cannot add miles anymore (and will lose them) or use an 

American credit card, and finally, we can only have checking 

and regular savings where we live. To be American is to be toxic 

to banks and financial institutions. The only investment we can 

have is in real estate, but we are getting older and it becomes 

difficult to manage. 

 

My husband and I feel really penalized, not being able to invest 

wisely at all. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey It is more than shameful that US banking institutions find US 

and foreign financial regulations so difficult that I lost my 

checking account privilege and that one of my investments 

changed status...therefore an account was sold - with substantial 

gains (taxable in the USA and in France) - and was REinvested 

in the same products! And the reason I was given was that I live 

outside of the USA regardless of the fact that my accounts with 

this institution date decades before I moved to Europe! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I took voluntary termination from my company in 2019. The 

layoff package was tax free in France, however it led to me 

paying US taxes for the first time in many years. I used a 

professional tax preparation service and I was very satisfied with 

their service. They filed my US taxes online and I sent the IRS 

payment using a check from my T.Rowe Price Money Market 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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fund in June of 2020 (I opened my T.Rowe Price account while 

living in the US in the 1980's).  

First of all, due to Coronavirus, mail to the US was very slow. It 

took 3 weeks for the check to arrive.  

Worst of all, T. Rowe Price refused payment on my check 

because, unbeknownst to me, they stopped letting Americans 

with foreign addresses write checks in 2014 (although they had 

cashed a check from me in 2019).  

Luckily, I have family still in the US who were able to send a 

check to the IRS. 

I was livid that T.Rowe Price refused my check and very 

anxious as I had a check to the IRS bounce. 

I subsequently closed my T.Rowe Price account. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have been unable to open brokerage accounts (two attempts) in 

the USA. In both cases the reason given was my residence 

abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have been informed by Merrill Lynch that to continue my 

investments with them I have to lie and claim that I am not a 

French resident but a US resident. When I asked to read exactly 

what the reasons are for this I was never given any written 

information. That was about 5 years ago maybe longer.  

I now have been advised that as long as I have an “official” 

American address, I could be free to pay French taxes and claim 

French tax benefits, such as health care and tax reductions for 

home improvements. But I must still lie about my status as an 

American resident to keep my investments. 

 

This is completely confusing to me and has caused me a great 

deal of stress and anxiety. I don’t know where to get confidential 

advice. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
HSBC closed one of my US accounts without notice after asking 

for US telephone number and address in 2019. Archaic banking 

system in USA also makes things complicated (US banks seem 

to have difficulty sending text messages to foreign phone 

numbers, thus rendering certain transactions impossible.) 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas When we decided to stay in France (we are here for my 

husband's job) for more than three years, we had to close our 

investment accounts at Wells Fargo Bank. It was stressful to 

figure out where we could invest those retirement savings. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I even had restrictions placed on a US brokerage account - they 

refuse to let me purchase ETFs. A US bank (Chase) also refused 

to open an account for me. I did not lie and provide an address in 

the USA. I told the truth that I live in France, and they refused 

me. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am not allowed to manage investment accounts in the US and 

can only withdraw my assets. Specifically I cannot transfer 

money among or between accounts with the same company, T. 

Row price. 

 

I feel stressed because some of the accounts declined greatly in 

value and ideally I would be able to move my money into more 

profitable accounts, a practice of a good investor. The fees I 

have to pay my tax lawyer/accountant are at least €2000 every 

year. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Worry has pervaded our household as a result of Schwab 

threatening not to provide service to us overseas. Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Extreme difficulty in opening an investment account in the USA 

due to lack of permanent residence. Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Medicare and other public benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida As a retired American living in France (who has never worked in 

France) I will not be able to access the health care system that I 

contributed to my entire working life in the U.S. I would like to 

see transferability of health care to the EU for Americans who 

qualify for Medicare but cannot access U.S. health care due to 

living overseas.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Paying US taxes from abroad is quite a hassle, hard to pay, hard 

to file, nearly impossible if you are an ex-pat without a US bank 

account. Frustration comes to mind. Also unfair, because we pay 

taxes but Medicare does not follow us overseas. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I have shared my spouse's stress for a few months. 

 

I tried to support her and took her to Paris to attend the major 

meeting of the Association she is a member of. I took her to the 

Embassy too. 

 

I'd like the CBT to stop for those who owe nothing to the USA, 

especially those who have never actually lived, studied or 

worked in the USA, and therefore haven't been able to take 

advantage of any of the opportunities offered to US residents. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Je suis en colère car tous les comptes et placements sont déclarés 

à l’administration américaine, alors que cet argent ne provient 

pas des USA, mais du travail de mon mari en France. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I would like to be able to live with my American wife in France 

without the US making normal things so difficult for us for no 

reason at all. 

 

It is a headache to understand these laws when it comes to a 

mortgage. We are having trouble finding a bank to let us get one 

together and are debating not putting he name on the mortgage. 

This would greatly reduce how much a bank would lend us as 

only one salary would be present. If she was French we would 

not have this issue, even if I were to join her in living in the US 

France would not make it difficult for me to have a mortgage in 

the US. Also we have debated not marrying and instead 

remaining in a civil union, but that is wrong. We want to marry. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  We have contemplated divorce (but staying together) as Single 

seems a better status than MFS. 

 

We need to keep our assets separate.  

We are limited on which banks are prepared to deal with us so 

pay a lot more in homeloan interest (this I have to pay more as 

well as her). 

My banks and pensions highlight me as a risk of being US 

linked and require me to regularly update a W8-BEN (many of 

them require annual disclosure even though a W8-BEN is valid 

for 3 years. In one case the fee by the pension company is £250 

per annum to prove each year that I am not a US Person. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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FBAR is no big deal. Many countries (france included) require 

disclosure of foreign assets.  

FATCA is a major headache as it limits the number of banks 

willing to work with US Persons. It also limits the promotion 

possibilities of individuals as once they have signature authority 

over companies and their bank accounts, the employer’s 

accounts need to be disclosed.  

US Taxation just never matches up. Either because of Fx 

differences, or assets being in a third country (eg when taxpayer 

is seconded to a country (eg France) and employer still pays into 

pensions in their country (eg UK) and employee loses any treaty 

protection, or FX issues (taxpayer buys and sells a stock in EUR 

but then gets taxed on profit as if USD was their base currency 

when it is not.  

Expat americans are not trying to seek an advantage, they just 

want the same benefits of resident americans to plan and save 

and invest for their future without being treated like any 

investment fund they buy is a tax-dodge or having to opt out of 

employer sponsored retirement plans (eg PEE or PER in france). 

 

In my view if CBT cannot be abolished, there should be the right 

to claim a functional currency (like companies can) and there 

should be a right to be absolved from US taxes if you live in a 

white-listed comparably taxes country for more than 3 years. 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Since I am not a US citizen nor a US resident, I resent declaring 

anything to do with US taxation Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine It is not a problem for me to comply with the additional 

reporting obligations and taxes like the transition tax and GILTI. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas My financials are simple, so doing taxes every year is not a 

problem and I never owe anything. I’m also happily using the 

Child Tax Credit to my advantage, and the US is giving me 

$1400 per year. Free money? Yes, please. 

 

I’m sure I would feel differently if my situation were different, 

so I sympathize with those who are heavily affected. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Currently, I have not had any issues. I'm able to use the turbotax 

free file program. I was fortunate that when I opened my bank 

account in France I had a bank counselor willing to figure out 

what she needed from me to comply with FATCA rather than 

saying it wasn't possible. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I have no particular problems complying with reporting 

regulations. Admittedly I trust my tax preparer/accountant, but I 

also have a good financial advisor. It's just a shame that tax 

returns are so difficult to prepare without assistance. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have no problems. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California So far I have not really had a major problem - I finally filled out 

and submitted all my back tax reporting. I just downloaded the 

forms and filled them out myself (but it is incredibly confusing 

just to find the right forms). I currently do not earn enough to 

pay taxes and I refuse to have to pay for someone to help me 

comply, even if that might risk making a mistake. I already pay 

sufficiently enough in taxes where I live - though I have chosen 

the simplest way of reporting.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My income is derived from the United States so I file a federal 

tax return. The complication is filing the same income on the 

French forms. It has been complicated. 

 

Emotionally frustrating until you realize 100k plus of foreign 

income is exempt, the IRS forms are gibberish and 

incomprehensible. 

 

It can be complicated, especially the IRS forms. However I've 

purchased HRBlock tax software and had very little problem. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I have a tax accountant in the U.S. who is doing everything for 

me, so I do not have any problems. Above all I pay VA state tax 

which is not a problem for me. I owe property there, even if I did 

not I would still pay VA taxes, VA is my state. If all Americans 

living overseas would pay state taxes, they would not encounter 

any problems regarding voting and bank accounts. There is a 

French say, "one cannot have butter and money from butter" if 

that makes sense to you. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Florida IRS very helpful to me. No problems. 

 

I would never renounce US citizenship as there is no reason to 

do so. 

 

I see no issues when the government asks me questions about 

where our money is located. I fill out the forms honestly. 

 

No problems with US taxation, FBAR or FATCA. 

 

Anyone with a 4th grade education can fill out these forms. 

I do not understand your problems. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am completely compliant.  

 

I own a rental house, so a very small business. The reporting 

obligations are the same as they would be if the property were in 

the States. To be honest the French system is much more 

onerous and confiscatory. 

 

For the most part, despite the hassles, I'd prefer to pay US taxes 

than French ones. US taxes are much lower than French ones 

and I have good accountants here and in the States. 

 

The thing is, I can afford accountants. They save me money. 

Most people can't afford them and don't save money, or don't 

realize they could save money, by hiring one. If the tax 

authorities make mistakes -- even in my relatively simple 

situation, they make mistakes all the time -- most people 

probably just pay. That's not right. The tax codes and their 

interpretation should be cleaned up for everyone, not just expats. 

 

I have an excellent accountant, but he is expensive. I keep him 

because the tax code is so complicated; even at his rates, he 

saves me money and saves me from worrying that I got 

something wrong while relying on TurboTax or another 

program. This would be true even if I lived in the States. I would 

be delighted if the code itself were streamlined for all 

Americans, not just expats. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii I am, and always have been, in compliance with the laws and 

filing requirements with respect to US taxation and FBAR. 

 

Yearly filing of US income tax is not especially burdensome for 

me. 

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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While it is easier to file the FBAR now than it was when it was 

first introduced, it is certainly not something I look forward to 

every year. I don't know that it serves any useful purpose, but it 

does create a certain amount of work for me. Unless there's a 

good reason for it to remain in place, I would like to see this 

policy discontinued. 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I understand the reasons behind these requirements and don't 

mind the FATCA requirements.  

 

However I don't think it is fair that American living abroad have 

no access to tax free savings accounts. If I lived in the US I 

could have an IRA so I think it should be possible to exempt tax 

free retirement savings in another country for those who don't 

have access to IRAs.  

 

I also don't think that the penalties for tax irregularities for the 

American overseas are fair. It feels like we are assumed to be tax 

criminals until proven innocent. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North Dakota My parents help me with taxes but I would like to see a 

simplification or an easier way to stop paying these taxes. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I would obviously like to see the end of citizenship based 

taxation. I have lived in France for 50 years and will not be able 

to go back to the US to live because I wouldn't have health care, 

so why do I have to go through this rigmarole every year, the 

FBAR and working with and paying a tax specialist? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington US taxation, FBAR, and FATCA should mirror all other nations' 

policies. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have filed US taxes along with French taxes ever since I moved 

to France. I am incensed by the burden the US government has 

put on its citizens with FATCA. I wish to see the United States 

eradicate Citizen Based Tax and institute Residence Based Tax. 

 

I feel that as an American in France I have been an unofficial 

ambassador for the US for almost five decades. I have done this 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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by participating in the life of both cultures and trying to bridge 

them in spite of cultural gaps. US taxation, FBAR and FATCA 

have spoiled the joy I had at living here as a dual citizen. I find 

myself at age 75 constantly worrying about how much I would 

have to pay to the US if I sell property and if I could afford or 

even want to afford the services of a professional tax person 

should my husband precede me in death. I am outraged by the 

treatment US expats receive at the hands of their own 

government and I hope that this rage will not lead me to 

renounce the country in which I was born and which I love. But 

unlike people who are 20 or 30, I am running out of time to 

ponder the question. That is why 10 years after FATCA came 

into effect and the continuing state of citizen based tax I would 

like to see a change - NOW. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would like to see the end of US taxation by citizenship and the 

FBAR/ FATCA. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California This has been very costly and has upset our business and 

retirement plans. 

 

I would like to see Congress rescind taxation for overseas U.S. 

citizens. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Eliminate extraterritorial application of US taxation, FBAR, and 

FATCA: 

Have US join most of the world in residence-based taxation. 

 

Eliminate FBAR and FATCA applicability to Americans living 

overseas for whom non-US accounts in non-US country of 

residence are essential for daily needs in country of residence 

and whose contents are fully known and /or declared to country 

of residence financial institutions and tax authorities, as the 

intended purpose of FBAR and FATCA is to deter US persons 

from hiding assets and laundering money outside the US.  

 

Thank you for your initiative in conducting this survey to bring 

the experiences and plights of overseas Americans to the 

attention of US policymakers to ensure that overseas Americans 

are treated as equitably as Americans residing in the US. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like Americans abroad to be treated the same as 

Americans living in American. I would like simplified tax 

forms. I would like not to be tracked and my foreign bank have 

to 'report' on me.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I would very much like to see FATCA and FBAR disappear 

from my life. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I keep praying for it to end - but I’ve lost almost all hope. Even 

if we owe no money, this whole process is totally outrageous. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Like the nation's founders, I am vehemently opposed to taxation 

without representation. 

 

Taxation should be residence-based, in line with the idea that the 

services my taxes pay for are services I use: education, 

transportation, health, etc. FBAR and FATCA should be 

eliminated, or at least imposed only on six-figure incomes. The 

$10,000 starting gate is ridiculous. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia I would like to see [CBT, FATCA, and FBAR] overturned and 

replaced with something that would not penalize the average 

American living abroad. It is true that something needs to be 

done for people wanting to evade taxes. However, the super-rich 

are still evading taxes even with FATCA/FBAR, and these 

measures are harmful to the majority of Americans who are 

living abroad and have accounts abroad who are not trying to 

avoid anything. The majority of us are only trying to live our 

lives. If a person is paying taxes on their income they are 

making from a foreign country in that foreign country, there 

should be no need to have to pay extra to file and pay taxes in 

the United States as well. I also think it is pitiful that the 

majority of stateside Americans are completely ignorant of what 

is happening to their countrymen living abroad and who think 

that these measures are protecting American interests when they 

are not at all. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois In principle, the concept of taxation of US citizens abroad is one 

I can get on board with. Otherwise rich Americans would flee. 

However, the burden is too great for the modest income 

Americans to follow the myriad of rules, especially as retirement 

looms, I feel downright depressed with my options as well as 

scared I am doing something wrong and don't know it, although 

I devote tons of time to trying to understand. 

 

I found it very hard to pay US tax on non-existent money when 

the Euro was at 1.4 US Dollar, so I had to claim I was earning 

40% more than I was.  

 

Simply put, more help and less fear of misunderstanding would 

help.  

 

The rules need to be tweaked for low to moderate income 

earners. 

 

FBAR is an egregious violation of privacy. I have paid my taxes 

as a flow, I shouldn't have to report my bank account amounts as 

a stock. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland 1. US tax return filing requirements should be dropped for 

established permanent residents of foreign countries. 

 

2. FBAR/FATCA levels should be raised to more reasonable 

levels to avoid entrapping "little old ladies" like me :-) 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to see Americans exempt from paying U.S. taxes. 

Why should I pay taxes in the States when I don't live there so 

don't get the benefits that taxes go toward? My daughter grew up 

in France and now lives in Belgium. Completing U.S. tax forms 

for her seems more like a punishment for being American. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like the whole process to be more simple and to be able 

to fill out the tax forms myself. This would also make it easier to 

open bank accounts in my country of residence. I would also like 

residence based taxation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York FATCA and FBAR are immoral and unethical and need to be 

rescinded. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York I am currently subject to US tax, FBAR and FATCA reqs but I 

do not wish to be subject to these requirements while living 

overseas for more than 20 years. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to see residence-based taxation, like in almost all 

other countries. Or at least single country taxation. I agree that 

taxation is the price we pay for a civilized society, but I would 

like to be liable only once. I think the law and the IRS should 

concentrate on people and companies who hide money in tax 

havens, and not live legally in other high-tax countries like 

France. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
There are already mechanisms in place in Europe to find dirty, 

criminal or hidden money, and, unlike some US states, no 

European country is a tax haven, so it’s ridiculous for residents 

of Europe to have to file FBAR. Also, maximum cash payments 

are restricted to 1,000 euros. 

 

Sending money from the USA to another country is also heavily 

controlled. Total overkill!  

 

Taxation 101:  Income is taxed in the country where that income 

is earned. Taxation of individuals who receive no benefits from 

tax paid is deemed illegal. Taxation without representation is 

illegal and unconstitutional and therefore non-compliance is not 

a punishable offense. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I firmly believe that one should pay the taxes he/she owes in 

their country of residence or the country in which the money 

was obtained. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I feel that the requirement to file US taxes while living abroad 

should still apply to short term expatriation. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The US government attitude toward overseas Americans is a 

disgrace and possibly criminal. 

 

I would like to see WEP reversed, the 30% withholding 

invalidated and proportionate congressional representation for 

overseas Americans established. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California At the very least, the FBAR and FATCA forms should be made 

into a single form. It is a ridiculous waste of time to fill out 2 

forms with the same information.  

 

American citizens who are bonified residents of a foreign 

country should not have to report - or pay US taxes - on income 

that is earned and taxed in their country of residence. Even with 

a tax treaty, part of that income ends up being double-taxed, 

even for those of us who do not have large incomes. 

 

The [Foreign Earned Income Exclusion] no longer applies once 

one is drawing a retirement pension -- why not? I do not see the 

difference. Simply treating a foreign retirement pension the same 

way an earned salary is treated on a 1040 would make a big 

difference. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Abolish all that penalize Americans abroad. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would love to see citizen-based taxing and FATCA. abolished. 

Erasing of all debts and lawsuits etc. from the past or present 

related to FATCA so we can "start all over" and so I can live in 

France (now have double citizenship: US & France) as French 

people do (regarding taxes and banks/investments). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California So simple: 

Accounts in your country of residence are not foreign! 

Respect foreign retirement accounts. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I think that if US citizens abroad do need to continue to file, the 

system should be streamlined especially for those of us below a 

certain earnings threshold who cannot afford assistance. Ideally 

though we should be able to suspend filing once we have 

declared ourselves officially resident overseas. With a simple 

annual form to update our status. 

 

I find FATCA regulations very intrusive and they do create 

discrimination for Americans overseas by financial institutions. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Florida End CBT, that's the main thing. 

 

Take into account the fact that being a USC does NOT mean 

being wealthy or ready to conceal assets in tax paradise. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida There just seems to be no reason to have FBAR and FATCA for 

for normal working citizens. I'm not rich, I'm not an investor. I'm 

just an employee and I pay 30% of my income to local taxes. 

FATCA and FBAR are just a burden. It's an extra stressor. It 

makes it very difficult to open a local bank account, which is 

usually an absolute requirement for employment. I also think it 

would be daunting and unfair for small business owners abroad. 

Rich people and corporations don't seem to be affected. They 

have armies of lawyers and financial advisors to help them still 

get away with tax avoidance. 

 

FATCA and FBAR are also extremely hypocritical since the US 

is also a tax haven for citizens of other countries and other 

countries don't impose such regulations on US financial 

institutions. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The FBAR should be made even easier or done away with, 

FATCA is a great BIG FAT Joke! Why does the IRS make a 

complicated set of rules and compliance, expect other countries 

to pay, employ, train and waste time filling this out, surely there 

is a less complicated way for a bank to report this just running a 

computer generated report of names, SS and amounts on file 

with the bank - instead the US has the utter GALL to fine banks 

outside of the US for not doing this report carefully. 

 

Was this more to garner fines than to gain information?  I can 

understand the need for the information as too many try to skirt 

the law and not pay their taxes etc. But really, why is it always 

the little normal old person who does the right thing paying for 

what criminal activity from a chosen few? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to be rid of double taxation and also FATCA. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I think that the US should not require its citizens to file taxes, 

FBARs or FATCA reporting if their tax home is outside of the 

US.  

 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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If the US continues to tax citizens on worldwide income, then it 

should find a way to streamline the process to make tax filing, 

account reporting, business ownership reporting requirements, 

etc. simpler and not require recourse to expensive tax 

professionals. IRS representatives should be made available in 

local embassies / consulates to assist US citizens. 

 

Regarding the FBAR, I also think it would be simpler to ask that 

all foreign accounts be reporting regardless of the account 

balance. In the country where I live, I have to report all foreign 

accounts. It's a very simple process that doesn't require me to 

determine the highest balance on the account (this process is 

tedious and my bank cannot provide it). 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois As retired persons who do not work in France, most of our 

income is from USA source (Social Security and retirement 

annuities) and as such are first taxed by the States. As per treaty, 

France does not American tax retirement income. So, if we were 

to renounce our nationality, we would have to pay taxes to the 

States anyway, and we would pay a lot more than what we pay 

now. However, we find the American tax system really difficult 

and so need a tax accountant in the States, and this is very 

expensive. Same thing for our French taxes, a lot easier to do, 

but we still need a French accountant... I think that it would be a 

lot fairer for the States to adopt the system other countries use. 

As long as us, retired persons, are not taxed by the States at the 

same rate as foreigners, which would penalize us terribly.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Would like to not be penalized for living and working overseas. 

Gilti is horrible and the amount of reporting necessary for 

accounts is very burdensome. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like them to take better account of the fact that a 

significant amount of money can be moved between accounts for 

various reasons and to at the very least be greatly simplified for 

full-time residents who aren't involved in global finances in any 

way. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like the US to have a decent residency-based taxation 

policy, like other modern countries. 

 

I would like the US to have a free citizenship renunciation 

policy. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment  
Registered to vote in: Missouri I would like to see European and UK banks able to freely offer 

services to US citizens, without the onerous reporting 

requirements that have caused most banks to disengage from US 

clients. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Montana Abolish worldwide taxation and mandatory reporting of foreign 

assets for non-resident US citizens - get in line with the rest of 

the world. Remove the exit tax for renunciation of US 

citizenship. 

 

The worldwide taxation of US citizens seems to be an issue that 

no administrator wants to touch. I would happily take be part of 

a class action against the US government if this can be pursued 

via a legal avenue vs. a political one. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Mexico I think double taxation is unfair. I would like to see it eliminated. 

FBAR and FATCA are regimes intended to monitor and enforce 

compliance with the underlying tax structure. If double taxation 

were eliminated, there would be no need for them. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I am elderly and cannot cope with the stress of yearly tax filing 

obligations to country I have not lived in since 1971. 

I cannot pay for tax advice either. 

 

RBT: repeal FATCA FBAR etc. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Do away with FATCA! It is abusive and unfair! The only tax 

law of its kind in the world! Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I would like to see citizenship based tax abolished. I receive no 

income, benefits or public services from the US except the right 

to vote. The taxation & compliance requirement is totally 

disproportionate. 

 

I would like my data & privacy to be respected and defended. 

My banking activity should not be routinely supplied to a 

foreign government. 

 

I would like FATCA IGAs to be either abolished, or at the very 

least modified to remove double-taxation of essential / 

obligatory investments such as current accounts, pension 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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drawdowns and non-US taxpayer funded benefits such as social 

security payments. 

 

I would like my country of residence to consider the 

consequences for its taxpayers before signing IGAs with that 

will affect them. 

 

I would like renunciation fees to be affordable for everyone and 

not so punitive - renunciation is a right. Renunciation should be 

made simpler and quicker and adapted to pandemic conditions 

as required. 

Streamlined procedures should include Americans who have 

spent most of their lives outside of America, even if they have 

filed taxes when they resided in the USA. 

 

The purpose of tax is to create a fairer society: this value must 

not be violated routinely by the very structure and application of 

the tax codes. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I just want to be able to live my life in France with my partner- 

to buy a house under France's laws and to invest under France’s 

laws. I don’t want to pay 900$ an hour to not owe anything to 

the US. 

 

I want to remain a US citizen because that’s who I am! That’s 

who my family is. That’s what I want my children to be. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I want to be free to own and sell real estate [my home] in France 

and not be taxed by two governments. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I am a retiree receiving social security and a state government 

pension.  

I have not lived in the US for over 20 years.  

I do not own property in the US.  

This is my only income (in addition to an Australian pension).  

I have no other investments in the US. I have a US bank 

account. 

-Eliminate tax filing for non-residents 

-OR, make tax filing simpler for non-residents or retirees living 

abroad 

-Eliminate the FBAR/FATCA requirements so that overseas 

banks do not discriminate against Americans. For those who 

work or need a mortgage to buy a house, it relegates them to a 

desperate situation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I want these policies abolished. The US government should 

focus on businesses avoiding payment of taxes and leave the 

people residing abroad without intent to avoid taxes alone. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I am frustrated by these policies and feel they unfairly penalize 

overseas Americans. A lot of these policies are designed to 

prevent rich people from hiding their money abroad, but the 

policies hurt regular, middle-class Americans like me who are 

just trying to make the best lives for ourselves that we can. 

 

Overseas Americans should have the same rights to pursue the 

American dream as Americans at home, but today this is not the 

case as we face complicated laws of double taxation and 

financial penalties for doing basic things (investing in a principal 

residence, investing in mutual funds, etc.). 

 

I would like to see taxation by residence introduced to the US as 

it is in most developed countries. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I hope fatca will be abolished or amended to exclude U.S. 

citizens who reside permanently abroad with no financial ties or 

property in the U.S. if not, I hope the 2350 renouncing fee will 

be abolished. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like the US to be like almost all of the other countries in 

the world, Resident Based Taxation, NOT Citizen Based 

Taxation.  

I would like FATCA revoked. 

I would like FBAR revoked.  

Thank you! 

 

STOP.UNFAIR.TAX. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I feel that I am at a great disadvantage being a US citizen living 

abroad due to Citizen Based Taxation. Moving to Resident 

Based Taxation would be a much fairer system.  

 

I think it is normal that Americans living abroad have financial 

assets in their country of residence and that the US government 

should allow for this and not penalize us. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington FBAR and FATCA should be eliminated! 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US, never 

lived in US 
I have lived in France all my life, I pay taxes In France. I am an 

accidental american (my mother came over to France in 1950 

and I was born in France in 1952).  

I have had to fill out the US taxes these past years because of the 

law but I do not pay any taxes to the IRS. I find it stressful to fill 

out these forms for no purpose.  

I wish this filing to the IRS would be abolished for the dual 

citizens living abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see these policies simplified and not applicable to 

US citizens earning less than $100,00 per year. It’s a financial 

burden! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like for US citizen living abroad already paying taxes in 

their place of residency to not have to declare or pay taxes in the 

US. If I lived and worked in the US then it is perfectly normal to 

pay taxes in the US but I don’t live there and I don’t work there. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I would like there to be ONLY taxation and filing on US income.  

 Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Residency based taxation for all foreign income (remove USA’s 

ability to tax foreign-earned income and let the country of 

residence tax it following its laws). 

 

Remove requirement to file yearly, only require filing for non-

USA residing USA citizens when there is a USA-based taxable 

event or on USA-based assets. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Repeal FATCA  

Change to a RBT policy and eliminate the CBT policy! Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It is past due date and necessary for the USA to shift to 

residence-based income taxation.  

 

Requiring US citizens to declare their country of tax residence is 

acceptable as part of a world-wide effort to stymie tax nomads 

purposefully evading income taxes everywhere. 

 

There is no good reason to demand of US citizens bank 

reporting for bank accounts in the country in which they reside 

and declare income. There may be some justification for 

requiring notice of bank accounts in third countries. 

 

Basically the USA is out of step with the world. Since the end of 

WW II Congress has been obsessed with the image of 

Americans overseas as somehow disloyal. This is quite silly and 

invidious. 

 

Sidney Roberts said to me in (I think) 1969 that when he drafted 

the Foreign Controlled Corporation statutes he and two other 

people understood them. When the statutes emerged from 

Congress, he said, no one understood what they meant.  

 

Like our tax code more widely, attempts at overseas taxation are 

too complex and minute but shy from the critical language that 

would capture and circumscribe enormous tax avoidance by 

multinationals.  

 

I opine that this is mainly due to lobbying. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois We should be taxed by the country in which we have earnings. 

While this may create an additional filing obligation, we feel it is 

more fair to be taxed on earnings in their country of origin. This 

feeling holds when discussing earnings in general.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I would like to see expatriates actually matter in US politics. 

Currently we are very left out to dry because we do everything 

through our last place of US residence or we are completely 

unrepresented. They do not even count us in the census! 

 

It would be great if we could create an expatriated status. This 

would simplify many things around taxes because there could be 

specific steps that you must follow to obtain expatriate status 

and this could be used to create a tax system where we could be 

transparent but not penalized just for choosing to live in a 

different country. They could also allow us to have 

representation in the Congress and Senate, vote as a 'state' of 

sorts, so that our values and interests are heard. We could also 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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collectively negotiate with foreign states for things like 

accepting US driver's licenses for exchange so that we do not 

have to start over when arriving in a new country. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Resident based taxation must replace citizen-based taxation 

(which is unfair to overseas citizens). FATCA also must be 

eliminated since it probably does little to correct fraudulent 

activity and, in contrast, imposes unfair penalties on law abiding 

overseas US citizens. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I would like to see the US move to residency-based taxation - 

and even more so because my American children born abroad 

have no way to vote in US elections when they are of age, 

because Missouri, the only state I have ties to, does not allow 

them to use my ties to the state to vote. Taxation without 

representation, therefore - Boston Tea Party, anyone?! They can 

die for their country as they'll have to register for selective 

service, they can be taxed for their country, but they have NO 

VOICE. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Nevada Get this FATCA craziness to stop. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Fatca has to stop. 
Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to feel free to keep my investments in the US and 

declare that I am a French resident and benefit from the French 

social status. 

 

I am happy to pay taxes both in France and the US as long as I 

am not paying double or I would be penalized. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to see resident-based tax. I have no problem paying 

taxes in income and assets in the US, but my French life and 

taxes are none of the US Gov business. I am tired of making 

banking and investment decisions relative to US law, and paying 

lots of fees to ensure I am in good standing with the IRS. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I think it is unfair that US citizens continue to file taxes no 

matter where they live. It places an unfair burden of time, money 

(and frustration) on people who are already paying taxes into 

another system. The US is one of very few countries that tax 

citizens abroad and I think they should adjust their policy to be 

in line with other countries. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania FBAR and FATCA should remain on the books for residents of 

the United States and only residents. 

 

The threshold for FBAR should be the same as for FATCA.  

FATCA, as part of the income tax declaration should only 

include income-bearing financial accounts. 

 

Of course, if the U.S. got rid of FATCA and adopted the 

Standard Reporting the OECD is using, it would automatically 

only involve residents of the U.S. And it would require the U.S. 

institutions to report to the countries where U.S. citizens reside. 

For example, my U.S. brokerage (that I was able to find when 

Fidelity decided to no longer allow us to buy shares or deposit 

money - -just sell and withdraw, in 2013!) would report to the 

IRS for transmission to France. That would be normal because 

that is where I live. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin As a French citizen I've paid French taxes during my whole 

working life in France and would not want to pay taxes to the 

US where I don't live.  

 

I don't understand why the US needs to be informed of my life 

insurance accounts in my French bank. This information is 

clearly personal. Tax evasion or laundering money should be 

treated in a whole other way. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California US tax filing : Given my tax home is France where I am highly 

taxed, I should not even need to file with the US. 

 

I would like to stop having to filing FBAR and FATCA. I 

believe that since no one in the USA is required to do so, I do 

not see way we overseas need to.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California US Taxation, FBAR and FATCA pose unnecessary financial 

burden and time commitments on US Citizens legally residing 

overseas. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
-FATCA: I don't mind the reporting, but the dual FBAR and 

FATCA reporting are burdensome and senseless. They should 

be combined. 

- Although double tax agreements are designed to alleviate 

double taxation, they are often not helpful. Despite the special 

rules, double taxation is often either not relieved or imperfectly 

relieved. Being a US citizen living overseas is an expensive 

proposition taxwise. I really resent that. The US should adopt the 

commonly accepted system of residence and source-based 

taxation. Taxing on the basis of citizenship is overreaching and 

expensive. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It would simplify things if Americans were not taxed on foreign 

income. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I believe that if the U.S. recognized that we don’t reside there 

and thus should file taxes only where we reside, life would be 

easier for us, and the situation should be fairer. The U.S. wants 

the tax money of immigrants from other countries who live in 

the U.S. and have income AND wants the tax money of those of 

us who have emigrated to other countries. Those of us who 

reside elsewhere are not present in the U.S. to receive services. 

We may perhaps end up using Medicare, if we return to the U.S. 

when we’re very old and ill, but in that case, we would have 

earned such services, having paid into Medicare for sixty years! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana FATCA and FBAR need to go away. 

Repatriation tax needs to go away. 

Citizenship-based taxation needs to go away. 

 

[SEAT has] a tough job because no one in government cares 

about Americans living outside of America. That's the shameful 

truth. And it's one reason we continue to live outside of the US - 

because they don't care about us! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Please repeal citizen-based taxation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I would like to see at a minimum a more streamlined system. If I 

have continued tax liabilities when overseas as a US citizen, I 

can accept that but sometimes it is completely unclear how to 

deal with various tax situations, and even the supposed "experts" 

cannot be trusted to deal with your situation. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska The US should not be taxing American citizens who are paying 

taxes to their country of residence!  

 

The USA is the only industrialized country in the world which is 

double-taxing their citizens living overseas! Eritrea imposes a 

3% tax on foreign income which was supposedly condemned 

years ago by a UN Security Council Resolution for violating 

their human rights AND the US voted in favor of this resolution 

for Eritrea, but did not look towards themselves! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
First thanks to take my testimony. 

The only thing I want now, is to be in peace with this problem. I 

don't want the US to consider me as a tax frauder, I'm not. I'm 

just living peacfully in France, where I pay my taxes, and that 

should be all. I don't want to be a victim of a situation that I 

didn't ask because the only thing I did wrong, was being born in 

the US from french parents who where living and working over 

there. I'm not american, I'm French, I never had a US passeport. 

And since few days ago, I didn't knew I was considered 

accidental american. 

I wasn't raised in the US, I haven't studied over there, never 

worked over there. I only travelled over there few times as a 

tourist.  

I just want the US and the french governements to consider this 

terrible and unfair situation, I'm totally aware that tax fraud is a 

very bad thing, and I agree to catch american citizen that hide 

money from there governement. But I don't hide anything, my 

situation is well known by the french authorities, I declare 

everything. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I do not believe the US will change its laws toward American 

emigrants. 

Change will have to come from the countries where US 

emigrants live, most probably in Europe, as they become more 

frustrated with US extraterritoriality and lack of reciprocity. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
US and French tax laws should avoid double taxation and the 

Americans should recognise that the unemployment, public 

health insurance and retirement taxes that are deducted from my 

gross French salary and indeed taxes. The IRS should also align 

its requirements for reporting with the EU banking systems so 

EU banks will continue to accept Americans as customers. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida That the USG get its act together. Why two forms (FBAR and 

FATCA) essentially covering the same data. Plus the new 

requirement to strictly report digitally with elimination of the 

printed form. For someone over 80 the dual paperwork and the 

on-line submission requirement is one big pain in the ass. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois ABOLISH CBT. 

Reform FATCA. Home country exception.  

Legislation prohibiting all companies (lessors, banks, financial 

institutions) from denying access to banks, employment, 

insurance, mortgage.) because of living abroad-lack of credit 

rating. 

Attack constitutionality of CBT. 

Work with foreign nations to put pressure on USA with respect 

to application of FATCA. Support OECD TREATIES (tax, 

mutual assistance). We do not need US Fatca-we do need to 

fight against tax evasion and money laundering but 

internationally not by the arrogant imposition of one country's 

poor thought out and drafted laws. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois CBT is UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

A test case needs to be developed that would get this issue 

before the US Supreme Court. I'm persuaded were the court to 

take it up (a doubtful proposition but who knows?) they would 

overrule Cook v Tait  (an extremely poorly thought out decision) 

from the pre-1925 Court years when such "administrative" 

issues were given short shrift by the judges. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Illinois 
Either: 1) get rid of this crazy system of taxation by citizenship 

or 2) Recognise that anyone who left the US while a child owes 

no tax and/or 3) allow us to renounce free of charge, or for a 

very low fee (under $500). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I believe that taxation should be residency based and not citizen 

based. The reporting requirements need to be simplified starting 

with not required FBARs on bank accounts where the person 

doesn't have an ownership stake in the account. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like that the U.S. abandons policies which penalized 

foreign banks for opening accounts to "U.S. Persons". Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas As I am 100% of the time living and working outside the US, it 

does not make any sense to file US taxes every year nor to file 

FATCA report every year. 

 

In addition it makes our lives complicated outside the US with 

respect to non-US banking. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I find it perfectly ridiculous that Americans not living in the US 

should be required to make a tax declaration. 

 

My tax declaration is ridiculously long, and then there is no tax 

due. (Just as well!) Most countries do not require that citizens 

who are non-residents make a tax declaration. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont I'm fully compliant with all those things, even though it drives 

me nuts.  

 

I don't mind the FBARs so much, maybe raise the reporting 

threshold a bit. 

 

FATCA should be lightened to only apply to accounts over a 

certain amount so that normal people can have access to bank 

accounts and basic financial products. 

 

Residence Based Taxation would be great. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Would like less burden, but if not, at least would expect 

Medicare to follow me abroad. Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I really would like to see a residence-based taxation platform, 

and for the need to complete FATCA/FBAR forms to be 

rescinded, especially for residents of a given country overseas. 

 

I would also like the US to follow the lead of France and other 

countries who have parliamentary representatives specific to 

overseas citizens, as I feel totally without representation in the 

USA. 

 

Citizen based taxation and FATCA requirements are two of the 

most unfair, cruel and unusual laws I am aware of. I am not a 

lawyer, but being taxed in this manner without proper 

representation, in an extremely cruel and unusual manner, seems 

highly irregular and perhaps even unconstitutional to me. I 

applaud the efforts of SEAT and want to thank you for the 

opportunity to answer this survey. It is high time things change 

for overseas American in regards to US taxes! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Policies should be applied only to temporary resident (like less 

than 5 years). Permanent residents should be left alone. CBT 

should be banned. 

 

PFIC rules should not be enforced on retirement-like plans! 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want these policies to be removed so that taxation only happen 

based on one’s residency and not citizenship. I want to be able to 

live a normal life in my country.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Aside from the overall goal of switching to RBT, there are other 

more modest changes that could improve the situation of 

Americans Abroad: 

 

First, eliminate FBAR because FATCA largely provides the 

same information.  

 

Second, eliminate the FATCA requirement for accounts held in 

your country of residence.  

 

Third, eliminate the reporting requirement for the sale of 

residences abroad and any potential capital gains on residences 

(especially primary residences). It is grossly unfair that we are 

not taxed in France on the sale of our apartment located in Paris 

but are taxed by the IRS. Fourth, loosen rules to enable us to 

make investments open to US residents. Finally, and this 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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pertains to French taxes, we are limited in our ability to deduct 

the taxes we pay in France against our US tax burden. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I comply with great difficulty and harm to my health with my 

US tax, FBAR and FATCA obligations, and without any 

certainty that I will not be penalized for a mistake I have made 

or for failing to file a form of whose existence I am unaware.  

 

The more I learn, the more I realize just how discriminatory and 

unjust the current system is for persons deemed to be US 

taxpayers who happen to live outside the borders of the United 

States at any time in their lives. The people who are the most 

penalized appear in all cases to be those who try the hardest to 

comply with the law. 

 

The more I learn, the more disgusted I am by the callous 

indifference and even hostility toward Americans abroad as 

evidenced by the statements of Members of Congress, their staff 

members, and other US policymakers, especially when those 

same individual position themselves as champions of Americans 

abroad or any marginalized population. 

 

I would like to see the United States move to a residence-based 

taxation system, just like every other country in the world except 

for Eritrea (which the US has had the hypocritical audacity to 

condemn for its citizenship-based taxation system). I would like 

the United States to stop punishing and discriminating against 

especially poor, disabled and elderly individuals just because 

they live abroad or have previously lived abroad.  

 

I would also like to see the United States include all of its 

citizens by granting voting representation to Americans living 

abroad and residents of the District of Columbia and the 

overseas territories and possessions.  

 

These two steps will help the United States move closer toward 

implementing its own ideals of liberty and justice for all. 

Furthermore, they will economically, diplomatically, and 

morally benefit the people and government of the United States, 

both at home and abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York There are so many things that could be improved in US tax. But 

for me the biggest items would be: allow an exemption from 

PFIC rules for US Persons who have been resident outside the 

US for at least [5] years. Allow individuals to choose a 

functional currency in the same way that corporations can so that 

taxation occurs on profits and not revenues. Allow US persons 

outside of the US for a period (5 years?) to be granted equivalent 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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access to treaties where their assets are if they have been tax 

resident in that jurisdiction in the past.  

Or more simply, grant a general exemption for US persons 

resident in a comparably taxed jurisdiction (ie not a low tax 

jurisdiction or tax-haven). So a white list of countries. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I WOULD LIKE THE US TO ABANDON THE CRIMINAL 

EXTRATERRITORIAL TAXATION. IT SHARES THIS 

POLICY ONLY WITH ERITREA!!! 

 

I HOPE THAT SOMEHOW THE ACCIDENTAL 

AMERICANS WILL RECEIVE HELP. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The most egregious of offences inflicted by the US government 

is having to pay tax on foreign pensions, capital gains on 

property sold abroad. FBAR is an extreme invasion of privacy 

too. All of the above should be abolished! 

 

It's my understanding that anyone who makes more than $5 (or 

thereabout) in the US is required to file US taxes. I have foreign 

bank accounts so I must file FBAR requirements. Which I do not 

want to do. The absolute WORST of all is having to pay capital 

gains on property owned outside of the US. That I believe is 

absolutely outrageous. I would be happy to give up my right to 

vote in the US as a foreign resident if I would not linger have to 

pay tax on foreign pensions, capital gains on property sold 

abroad, file FBAR and US taxes if I have not any significant 

income in the US. As it is, I feel that current tax and banking 

declarations are intrusive and punitive. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see FBAR and FATCA go away. They are a 

hassle for most of us and surely easily circumvented for 

terrorists and other criminals. 

 

If you can successfully eliminate some of the more onerous 

provisions of the Patriot Act, like FBAR and FATCA, many of 

us would be most grateful. But then don't go away. There is so 

much more to be done to streamline tax and banking law. For 

those of us living outside the US, things become especially 

complicated. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
The problems are reporting requirements, both US and France, 

their absurd cost, the constant threat of loss of access to financial 

markets both in the US and overseas, and the absurd fees that 

have become unavoidable in recent years. The combination of 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 



 
 

314 
 

accountant's fees and bank fees has risen from essentially 

nothing when I was working to around $8000 p.a. now.  

 

As far as what should be done, the obvious simple solution is for 

the US to end CBT, specifically stop trying to tax non-US 

residents on non-US source income, and join the CRS. FATCA 

at that point becomes redundant except for the enormous 

penalties, which should be scrapped. Financial reporting, which 

currently means FBARs, Form 8938 and Form 8966 should be 

consolidated. 8966 (now filed by the bank, would be replaced by 

the CRS form) should be adequate. If (duplicative) taxpayer 

reporting is required there should at maximum be a single report, 

consolidating FBARs and 8938, with realistic thresholds. With 

CBT ended PFIC and most foreign trust reporting would be 

unnecessary. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Georgia Just a plea for this obligation to be soon abolished!  

S'il vous plait! Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Filing FBAR suggests that US citizens abroad are criminals. 

FATCA is an overbearing law for Americans who continually 

represent our country abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey We are treated by the US as criminals abroad. These filings 

should be eliminated. Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to see US citizens who are resident outside the US 

NOT be taxable in the US - or even required to file a return 

(other than perhaps a brief form stating our residency abroad). 

 

I am not necessarily against some kind of reporting of foreign 

accounts, but it should be simple and streamlined, and not 

require professional tax preparers with special knowledge and 

software. The French accept a hand-written list of foreign 

accounts. Why can't the US accept something similar? 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Reporting foreign and domestic bank accounts is a necessary 

evil in most countries. The process should be made simpler and 

less painful by setting thresholds and not requiring multiple 

declarations. We shouldn't have to file both FBAR and FATCA.  

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Each nation in the world imposes taxes on its residents as it 

alone sees fit. No two countries tax in an identical or reciprocal 

manner or in sync with another country. 

 

The USA should join the rest of the world and abandon 

extraterritorial taxation and foreign source income and foreign 

financial asset reporting requirements of their citizens who 

reside abroad if only out of respect for the right of the country of 

residence to tax its own residents. 

 

In addition, to do so would make life so much simpler and 

fruitful for US citizens residing overseas. 

 

The US can and already does charge fees for services rendered 

to US citizens abroad. 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I believe we are being taxed unfairly, without representation. 

I do think laws about money laundering should be stringent - but 

not punishing simple law-abiding citizens who are 'ordinary Jane 

Does'. 

 

The regulations could apply to higher incomes. 

It is ridiculous for so many of us to be required to file tax returns 

when we haven NEVER in 40 years owed any taxes. It is just 

making extra work for IRS employees (and headaches for 

overseas residents). 

Resident of: France 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

GERMANY 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The FBARs are worse than the tax declaration. And they are so 

complicated that I have extreme anxiety filling them out. 

 

Purchasing our home we had a one-time transfer of our loan 

amount into our account. This caused me great anxiety. Worse is 

our insurances that theoretically have a cash value. My husband 

is a soldier, so we have life and disability insurance. We will 

only get this if my husband is incapacitated in a war zone, it 

costs us to have it, but it is included in FBARs. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Since local banks have so much burden with the FATCA issues 

they often deny access if you don't have high net worth, so the 

effort pays off. There is always the anxiety to completely lose 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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banking access and thus the possibility to receive wages or make 

mortgage payments. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Every year I am stressed out and anxious until it's all done. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It’s unclear & sometimes inhibiting, not knowing how 

something you buy or want to run (a business) may be seen by 

the US tax system. 

 

I run a very small business & earn very little. Yet I am afraid of 

being taxed twice. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I can't invest my own money as I would like. I can't have joint 

accounts with my spouse. I have fill out FBAR forms every 

year. This is discriminatory and unfair and stressful. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio It frustrates me that, though I am 26 and hopefully have a long 

and prosperous life ahead of me, I have to consider the tax 

implications of retaining my US citizenship when it comes to 

life milestones such as investments (specifically real estate), 

getting married, raising a family, and otherwise managing my 

finances and student loans. 

 

I am a US citizen living in Germany since 2017. I have no plans 

to return. My income and all resources are only German-based 

but because of the current policies and lack of easily accessible 

(and easily digestible) information about FATCA, etc. I am 

terrified to do something wrong, save too much, invest in 

property, etc. The cost of renunciation is absurd, as is the fact 

that someone who doesn’t live in the US or receive what little 

social benefits are available still has to file and often pay taxes 

there. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The fact that I have to comply to two tax codes is a huge stress 

on me.  Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I live in Germany. I have been dealing with these issues for 13 

years now. It started in my first year abroad (2007) where I was 

audited by the IRS because I tried to file my taxes myself and it 

was very confusing. This alone cost me $1500 and countless 

stressful hours. Since using a professional service I regularly pay 

over $2000 per year to file my US taxes (but owe nothing). I am 

a startup entrepreneur which means I often own shares (often 

controlling shares) in businesses with zero value. This infinitely 

complicates my reporting and therefore my expenses which 

often amount to around 5-10% of my take-home income per 

year. It is very stressful and I have several sleepless nights per 

year thinking about it. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I was an independent contractor but because I had so many 

clients, I had to have an accountant to help me in the country I 

lived in, and I needed help with the US taxes as well. And many 

times the information needed for where I was living would come 

after the due date for the US taxes. It was all extremely stressful. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I feel dread and guilt about our taxes. I have to justify the 

spending of our money to hire tax help; so far they've paid for 

themselves because of credits for the kids. But when I can't 

deduct the kids anymore, I will have arguments and stress with 

my non-US husband who doesn't understand why I can't handle 

the taxes on my own. He doesn't understand the fear that I'll do 

something which will lead to penalties. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania As a self-employed individual working outside the US it is very 

difficult to get accurate tax advice with regard to self-

employment tax and how this works in conjunction with tax 

treaties between the US and the country where I live. 

 

It is stressful that making appropriate financial plans for my life, 

estate planning, and especially doing so together with my 

partner, is constantly made more difficult by US taxation laws 

and the confusion and extra work and expense posed by this. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey I feel wholly frustrated, infuriated and cheated at having to 

unfairly declare, and pay taxes in a country from which I have 

not received any financial aid in return. At least if I have to pay 

taxes in the US, I would like to be able to receive child and 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 
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unemployment benefits, etc. That would be fair. This is 

bulls***. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky In 2013 my wife and I have had to struggle with the fact that I 

am toxic. 

 

I am tired. There is no future for Americans abroad. We will one 

day be forced to come back just to live normal lives. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
I feel isolated and don't know where to turn for financial 

decisions. I'm angry that I'm punished with regard to banking 

flexibility, pension security, etc. based on my citizenship. 

 

I have the impression that most Americans have no idea the 

burden that it's put on all of us living abroad. We have no 

representation in Congress and our representatives don't 

understand or want to consider the problems faced by their 

constituents abroad. I struggle every year with tax preparation 

and pay ca. 800€ for the service. I'm always close to the very last 

filling date as it's impossible to get our German taxes done in 

enough time to file on time in the US. It's so confusing and 

frustrating. We're also very unsure about the real costs of tax 

obligations for things like selling our main residence, pensions, 

etc.; These loom over us and I don't feel free to make the 

decisions. Anything we do will result in penalizing taxes either 

in the US or Germany. My son is nearing adulthood and instead 

of seeing his US citizenship as a benefit, he sees it as a burden 

and is thinking of renouncing. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I feel like my government is punishing me. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I have lived abroad for over 35 years, with a five-year period 

back in the USA. I need to make complex US tax returns which I 

could not do without the assistance of a long-standing US tax 

advisor. The same holds for my German-national spouse, who, 

despite not having US citizenship nor ever having had a green 

card nor ever residing in the USA, must file a joint return with 

me through a TIN since we file jointly in Germany. Thanks to 

the bilateral US/German tax treaty I have been spared almost all 

US tax obligations given the substantial tax we pay in Germany, 

but the bureaucracy and filing requirements are onerous. It is 

difficult to identify a US bank willing to hold my US IRA assets 

given the foreign residency. So far I have been able to do this, 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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but the threat of being de-banked in the US is ominous. It all 

seems like a lot of expensive activity which serves no purpose. 

Note I also receive pensions from the USA, Germany, France 

and The Netherlands given past work and residency. A really 

complex situation. 

 

I feel like we are being singled out for special scrutiny despite 

my having filed tax returns in both the USA and whichever 

country I have resided for 35+ years (Germany, the UK, France, 

The Netherlands, Belgium and Italy). What have I ever done to 

be subjected to this? 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio US taxation has been the biggest nightmare of my life. And it's 

not over yet. Maybe it will never be. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida No other country in the world uses taxation based on citizenship 

alone. 

 

The punishment of citizens who choose to live outside the US is 

disproportionate and feels like prosecution by inflicting 

hardship, being denied opportunities, threatening penalties and 

imprisonment (just read the fine print of FBAR and FATCA 

forms). 

 

The amount of forms, rules and exceptions Americans abroad 

have to be aware of can't reasonably be handled by an individual 

without in-depth tax law knowledge - leading to the need of 

hiring a professional to help with tax returns, FBAR and 

FATCA forms. Resulting in not owing tax but spending a 

significant amount of money and time on complying with 

unreasonable laws. Which in turn reduces the respect and 

acceptance of such laws and its lawmakers. 

 

American citizens in the US are able to profit from taxes. They 

use roads, transportation, public service offices and other 

services for which they are taxed.  

 

American citizens abroad do not enjoy the normal benefits that 

come from taxation because they are not in the US. 

 

And that is just the American side of taxation. American citizens 

working abroad are subject to taxation within the foreign 

country where they reside, because all other countries of the 

world base taxation upon a person's residence! 

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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It seems that the US tax law wants to punish Americans who 

dare to move abroad. Why is living abroad so "offensive" to 

American lawmakers? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [I feel] pretty annoyed, I work in an international company with 

over 20 different nationalities, and they and think it’s ridiculous 

I have to file taxes to a country I left when I was a month old 

and non-US parents. All of them live freer lives in my opinion. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I feel neglected by US authorities. 

 

Due to the FATCA and the tax, I feel discriminated against & 

treated unfairly. 

 

I tried to use the US passport while traveling but it did not help 

either. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I just think it is just so wrong for us to be discriminated against 

in this way. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My foreign spouse gives up his privacy on my tax declaration to 

a country we don't reside in. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I didn’t know I had to file. Then I had to file for a previous year. 

Then I cannot file, I need to have a professional us tax 

accountant do the filing. It requires an e signature. I am 

frustrated I myself can’t do the filing. And feel weird to report 

our bank account balances to the US government. It is our 

money here in Germany. This causes stress in my marriage to 

spend this type of money. I don’t work and am penalized in 

filing US taxes and Fbar each year. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah My taxes are a nightmare. It has resulted in not only needing 

expensive tax professionals every year, but also needing a highly 

specialized legal professional just to determine whether or not 

marrying my non-US citizen spouse would put us as an 

unknown disadvantage. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I’ve had financial products and instruments offered to me from 

banks, only to be immediately turned down when they learn of 

my citizenship. I make about 15.000/year brutto. 

 

I’m not rich. These laws hold me back immensely. 

 

My in-laws have also needed to rewrite and secure all of their 

inheritable assets just to avoid the problems of listing a US 

citizen as a beneficiary. 

 

It’s not that the filing procedure is so complicated – it’s that 

other country’s banks and officials want nothing to do with US 

citizens! They are under no obligation to figure out the filing 

procedures and, as a result, they just drop us as customers.  

 

I can’t even have a mutual fund abroad. I have no idea how I’m 

supposed to save for retirement. Honestly i just avoid this topic. 

When I lived in the US I considered myself fairly savvy for a 

young person - I opened my Roth IRA when I was 18! Now I 

feel helpless. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I had to file a FATCA Form when I bought my house as the 

mortgage payment touched my account for less than an hour 

before being paid to the previous owner. FBAR is pain and I 

generally don’t have my name on any account I don’t need to. 

So our kids accounts are all managed by my wife. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia FATCA is just a pain. It is illegal to ask for your spouse's 

information if they are not a US citizen. My ex-husband hated 

this - refused to comply - and that is one of the reasons we 

divorced!  

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California A few years ago the bank I used said I cannot invest in mutual 

funds because I am an American. They said I could only invest 

in individual stocks which I will not do because of the risk so I 

am left with very limited investment options. I feel like this has 

been a terrible disadvantage and makes me angry and upset. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Now that I have finished my studies and have been working full 

time for a few years, I’m trying to learn about saving and 

investing. I’m frustrated at the limited options for US citizens 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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abroad. I face discrimination by US institutions for not being a 

US resident and discrimination by EU institutions for not being 

an EU citizen. I would like to start saving for retirement and 

investing my savings, but the complicated rules and taxes have 

me sort of paralyzed in fear that I will wind up doing something 

wrong. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to use spare cash assets to purchase investment 

instruments in Germany in order to diversify our holdings. It is 

my understanding that I cannot do so. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey 
I cannot open a brokerage account at a less costly institution as 

they ban US Americans from opening an account. I cannot 

invest in a retirement Plan without or buy a house without 

complicating my tax return declaration further - I’d first have to 

earn the tax consultant fees to make the investments profitable, 

so most of them aren’t. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am angry that although I am a German citizen, that I am treated 

as a "foreigner" when it comes to opening and maintaining a 

simple bank account here in Germany. It is also frustrating 

trying to explain the problem to friends and relatives, both here 

and in the US who think that I am exaggerating or simply do not 

believe that I have to file and pay taxes in the US on a tax-free 

retirement account that I have never touched, cannot touch, and 

have no access to....I could go on, but it is very frustrating 

listening to ignorant Americans who don't realize what is going 

on with FATCA, and the ones that are aware don't care one bit, 

because what happens outside of America's borders is of no 

consequence. I could rant for hours on the issue..... 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: South Dakota I've been living in Germany for 7 years now. The first 4 years of 

living here, I was completely unaware of my filing requirements. 

I have had to do the streamline process to become compliant and 

although I filed tax returns for 2017 and 2018 a year ago, I 

haven't heard any results.  

 

I would love to invest in my life in Germany but am too scared 

to do so. I'm scared to buy a house, invest in stocks (not even 

possible), it is hard for me to get a bank account, I have no idea 

what will happen when if I receive some kind of inheritance 

from the United States. Finding qualified help is a huge issue as 

the first few years I was not able to afford expert help in this 

field.  

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Overall the entire process is extremely frustrating and limits my 

chance of success and tarnishes my opinion of my home 

country. It is a power method to punish those who decided that 

they want to live somewhere outside the United States. I'm 26 

years old and have my whole life ahead of me still and the fact I 

have US citizenship makes it really difficult for me succeed due 

to these laws and regulations.  

 

Additionally, the fact that the EU does not stand up for its US 

citizens living there is atrocious. They did the same thing for 

Eritrea and the US is now standing up against Eritrea for the 

same thing they do to their citizens. The Irony is not missed 

here. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I can't save money due to the policies set in place. It's made to 

make people fail when living outside of the U.S. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Can’t save properly for retirement. Can’t be co-signer on my 

wife’s business so she ends up with a higher interest rate and 

additional life insurance requirement. Can’t save properly for my 

daughter’s education. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Purchasing a stock/bond fund (e.g. ETF or mutual fund) as a US 

citizen residing in the EU results in penalizing US taxes. 

A US-domiciled fund cannot be sold to an EU resident (they do 

not meet the consumer protection requirements), and an EU-

domiciled fund is considered a Passive Foreign Investment 

Company (PFIC) and taxed punitively by the US. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have a problem because I already paid US taxes on 2018 US 

income, and now the Germans want to tax me again on this 

income, and it is basically impossible to find professional help. I 

will probably have the same problem with my 2019 taxes. 

Until now I have not seen the bill for the professional help, but I 

expect it to be substantial. In addition is the situation time 

consuming and stressful. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The investment income tax is hitting me really hard as I pay 

much higher capital gains taxes in Germany and get no credits 

for this tax! 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey From 2017: I have had difficulty filing taxes in the US, starting 

with simply finding the information I need, starting with the TIN 

(taxpayer ID no.), the forms I have to fill out and where to send 

in the paperwork. Even hiring a professional to help is difficult, 

as they are rather rare in Europe. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I got caught up legally so I could sleep better at night, but it was 

a waste of time and effort for me, too, because I never owed 

them money. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington For several years I didn’t know I was supposed to be completing 

US tax returns. When I found out I felt stressed. I filed myself, 

by hand, on paper, the past two years, but I realized in retrospect 

I did it wrong (I wasn’t sure if I should enter my net or gross 

income) which makes me feel bad, but I don’t see the point in 

changing it because it would be more work for me and the IRS 

but the results will be the same.  

 

2020 will probably be the first year I file using FTC instead of 

FEIE because of a foreign retirement account. I have anxiety 

regarding if I will still be able to do my own taxes, if I’ll have to 

pay a professional or use expensive software, and if I’ll wind up 

owing any US taxes. I’m nervous that my foreign retirement 

account might be considered a PFIC because I don’t understand 

the tax treaties/totalization agreements with my country of 

residence. In two years I will be eligible for citizenship in my 

country of residence - depending on how complicated and 

stressful the tax situation is, I may renounce my US citizenship 

in order to escape US taxation and to enjoy full citizenship rights 

in my country of residence. I’m tired of being discriminated 

against by financial institutions in both countries. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I file a tax return and FBAR every year, without help from a 

professional. It could be that they are incorrect, but it is not 

important enough for me to pay for (overpaid) professional help. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California * 1 tax filing was wrong and it took 5 letters to IRS to correct 

* IRS does not have sample tax reports as examples for typical 

cases for accidental Americans abroad  

* 1 bank closed my account because I was considered as too 

risky 

* It is a very high burden to comply with the tax requirements of 

the us, especially in the non salary related income in the area of 

investments 

* the rules are often unclear & contradicting 

* I cannot get a online brokerage account & invest in simple 

funds or ETFs because they deny opening due to US citizenship 

/ taxes 

* Tax reporting deadlines for US is too early (May) while I can 

extend my filing in the country of residence: in theory needed to 

sit down doing taxes twice 

* The reference income in us tax is calculated differently while 

in country of residence the employer deducts social welfare 

contributions & health insurance: how can this gross amount be 

taxable?! 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California It's such a hassle and a waste of time and resources because in 

the end I get taxed higher in the country I'm living in. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It takes me weeks to prepare my taxes, and I am required to 

register all my bank accounts that had $10k balance. My 

accountant is expensive, and I cannot find any self-service that 

enables me to do my taxes myself. There are more problems. 

But it’s futile. I have a long-term workaround, but it would 

require me to transfer all of my assets to my wife and give up 

my citizenship. This would be very difficult for me. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Recent expat (moved to Germany as primary residence June 

2020). Already trying to ensure I’m up to date and 

understanding taxes. I am the sole director of an S-Corp in the 

USA. I do not have employment any longer (laid off with Covid 

issues early 2020). Not able to collect unemployment in the 

USA due to the move but also couldn’t take money / 

distributions from my company either because we didn’t want to 

deal with the tax implications yet. My wife is a German national.  

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 
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We have had to have consultations with tax preparers already to 

try and figure out best steps to managing everything - USA taxes 

and reporting for FBAR, getting set up with German bank 

accounts, taxes, etc. spent over $1400 USD in just a few months 

to understand issues of USA taxation and ultimately that my tax 

preparer wasn’t able to cope with my new status! It’s awful!  

 

As of now, I’m kept off of many things - I don’t own any of our 

cars because of USA / Germany tax / importing issues. If we 

bought a house in Germany, my wife would probably be the 

only owner. That would then lead to additional legal documents 

needed should my wife pass away suddenly just to ensure I can 

then own the home, or what not! Major headaches all around!!! 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan For the past 11 years we have lived abroad. 

 

My US tax consultant told me I didn’t need to file US taxes as 

we lived and worked in the UK. Then I researched this topic and 

found out my husband and I had to file US taxes and Fbar in 

order to be compliant with his green card. We couldn’t find US 

tax services in the UK. Only high wealthy individuals of over 

1,5 million USD were catered to from a firm in London. We 

used an online US tax service virtually.  

 

Then we moved to Germany. Again the same problems as no 

one locally did US taxes or Fbar. Again virtual tax consultant for 

over 800 USD per filing. Then we found someone. She moved 

Australia. She does our US taxes and Fbar each year. One year I 

made 800 euros and my fee for USA tax services was over 300 

euros. It is frustrating and costly. 

 

I know several Americans willing to give up their US citizenship 

because of the US tax related issues. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I pay high fees to a service every year to file papers and never 

owe any money! It is ridiculous that it costs me money to be an 

American just because I live abroad. I have also routinely been 

denied bank accounts and it has hurt my small business. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky In October of 2013 I found out about FBARs and CBT. Since I 

live in a foreign country I have always had a checking, savings 

and brokerage account. Finding out that I was considered a 

criminal by the US government for living outside of the US 

really cost me a lot of Life Credits. In 2013 it was very difficult 

to find any help. In November of 2013 I was told that there was 

a streamline offer to settle with the IRS and fincen. I had to get 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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all the paperwork and find a competent tax preparer. I paid over 

2000 euros just to satisfy the US government and owe no taxes. 

I have had my ordeals with tax preparers but 2016 I finally 

found a company I can work with. I pay ~$450 to a US firm to 

prepare my taxes. I owe none. That's a lot of food money.  
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I do not understand what I have exactly paid in taxes. I had them 

done professionally at great expense and do not completely 

understand them. 

 

I do not know how to do my taxes myself so have been forced to 

use a professional at great expense. It also took me a lot of time 

to find someone. The entire process is so stressful it makes me 

feel sick. I tried using some of the free tax services but they do 

not work for foreign addresses. I wish there was some way to get 

more help from the IRS directly but it refers me to other private 

sites which so far do not work for me. Even writing about it now 

makes me extremely anxious and I start shaking. This was when 

I tried to file several years of taxes last year. Now I have to do it 

again and am not sure how I will accomplish it. It is truly a 

nightmare and when you read about the penalties they are very 

frightening. If I had another citizenship I would probably give 

up my American one. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I've lived abroad for over 30 years and have never earned a great 

deal of money but have had to pay thousands each year to get 

my US taxes prepared by a professional so I don't get in trouble, 

even though I don't owe tax. This is hugely stressful, time 

consuming and unfair. My tax preparer is probably going to 

retire and I don't know where to go when he does. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Every year we pay extra taxes to Germany due to me being a US 

citizen. It’s very aggravating and costly. Oftentimes the cost of 

paying a preparer an amended return is more costly than the 

recouped monies. 

 

I wish the US did not tax us based on living outside the USA. 

For tax year 2019 I received Social Security which is taxed in 

Germany based on an agreement with our two countries. I am 

anxious to see how much we must pay Germany. Then we have 

the extra expense of paying for an amended 2019 return to try 

and recoup some of the money. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 It was really difficult finding a competent and affordable tax 

preparer! Most of them have fees going up to almost 2000 euros, 

which is far outside of my financial capabilities. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York FBAR and FATCA are a pain in the neck. I have finally found 

someone to do my US taxes at a reasonable rate. 

 

If FATCA and FBAR were actually effective in tracking down 

billionaires who don´t pay taxes I would have no problem with 

them (now that I have reorganized my finances so that I am not 

liable for taxes on retirement accounts). Unfortunately, I have 

the impression that a lot of VERY small fish are caught in the 

net, but that the big fish find plenty of ways to avoid paying 

taxes. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Finding trustworthy tax advisors to prepare the US filing is 

difficult and expensive. I regularly pay more to my tax advisor 

than I owe in US tax. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I have never entered the US tax system. 

The tax rate in my place of residence is higher than the US. 

However, I would still be double taxed or at least have to file a 

tax return even though I do not receive any Social Security 

benefits. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota I have refused to file since 1998. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Recent expat (moved to Germany as primary residence June 

2020). 

 

Not all banks in Germany will accept me as a new customer 

because of my USA citizenship. I was lucky to get an account 

because my wife is not a USA citizen but a German citizen and I 

am here with her so she fought to get me included as a joint on 

the account! 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have tried opening savings for my kids and been refused 

because of the compliance difficulties for the bank. This made 

me mad and frustrated. I've experienced more penalties as an 

American than benefits. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey From 2016 to present: I have lived in France, where I was 

refused as a client for online banks such as Boursorama because 

of my US citizenship; it has severely limited the choice of 

financial institutions I can use, and comes with extra costs (as 

physical banks cost more than a bank operating fully online). 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona My non-US children can't get access to basic banking or 

investment accounts because they have an US-born father. 

 

[I am subject to] threat of loss of basic banking access. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky Since 2014 I have tried to get a brokerage account "no chance" 

because I am a US citizen. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan The bank where my husband and our children have accounts has 

become very difficult over the past few years. (My bank account 

is elsewhere in Germany.) They used to be warm and 

welcoming, but ever since they realized I'm American and the 

children have dual citizenship, business with them has become 

quite strained. I dread calling or going there now because they 

give me the feeling that I am no longer a valued customer. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I have been denied simple lines of credit (a 500 euro limit credit 

card) because of my citizenship. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I'm unable to find a bank to invest into ETFs for retirement. 

 

I cannot find a brokerage to invest in for our retirement. We live 

in Germany, so US-brokerages want US-residency and German 

banks don’t want us due to FATCA. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Some banks deny my applications or business due to the fact 

that I am a US citizen and it would cause them a 

disproportionate amount of hardship and expense to take me as a 

customer. I have also been denied employment opportunities 

because of the tax implications of being a US citizen. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington About six months ago, I tried to open a bank account with a non-

US institution and my request was denied. As my credit is good 

and my income is secure, I suspect the reason was because of my 

citizenship. The bank refused to tell me the exact reason why. I 

felt insulted and wondered if I was being discriminated against.  

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I cannot open any new accounts within Germany at the moment, 

because all banks require information about my citizenship. As a 

US citizen, new accounts for e.g. stock trades will be refused. 

 

I avoid all unnecessary contacts with the banks to avoid making 

false statements. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Bank account was closed. 

 

Not possible to open brokerage account to invest in funds (ETF). 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: South Dakota For the last year I have had a really decent income (3000€ net) 

and have great credit. I tried applying to 2 well known bank 

companies and both rejected me due to my United States status.  

 

I also have had to shut down my daughters savings account (she 

is a US citizen) to which I am naturally a signatory. The interest 

accruing there was making it more difficult to do my returns. 

Now I store cash at home as a savings which I despise.  

 

I have tried signing up for stockbrokers in Europe and all have 

been rejected due to my US status. If I want to invest, I am 

forced to only invest in US companies which is of little use of 

me at the moment. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia When I fill out forms at banks, and they ask where I was born, 

the minute I put the US -that's the end of it. I can't do anything. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa Loans were denied, banking accounts denied. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey At present: my husband and I are considering buying real estate, 

and I am very concerned about putting my name on any related 

documents, in fear of being penalized financially, both in regards 

to taxes as well as financial loans. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania My husband and I can’t get a joint bank account for household 

expenses because of my US citizenship. We also can’t open an 

account for our son since he is a US citizen. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
Several banks (Deutsche Bank, Hypovereinsbank) have refused 

me as a client for banking services such as mortgage, brokerage 

account and normal amount due to my American citizenship. It 

is embarrassing and frustrating to be denied these basic services.  

 

Additional problems are investment opportunities. We now have 

most of our investments in my husband's name to avoid US tax 

obligations when selling them, etc. This puts me at a distinct 

disadvantage in the case of divorce or German inheritance! 

Furthermore, I only work part-time so that I don't have to pay 

US taxes. This punishes me in retirement funds and also in the 

case of divorce.  

 

My husband is extremely angry that FBAR reporting requires 

his information just because I have signature authority on some 

of his accounts. We would take my name off but if he were to 

die suddenly then I'd be out on the street before probate was 

finished. It's an unfair burden that only is called by citizens 

abroad. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: West Virginia I am going through a divorce and am severely disadvantaged by 

the fact that all assets are held in my husband's name due to 

complications of US taxation and reticence of banks to involve 

US citizens in mortgage agreements. 

 

[I feel] anxiety. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
It's scary to think my name is not on any titles or deeds where 

we live. What if something happens to my husband, and nothing 

is in my name? What if we divorce? It's also ridiculously 

expensive to pay a tax preparer. It was difficult to find a bank in 

my residence country because none of them want to report to the 

USA. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am hoping I can avoid penalties for not filing. 

 

I filed all back taxes and FBARs in one fell swoop this year with 

an amnesty program. I would be thrilled to never have this 

burden again. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Several years ago, someone advised me to fill out the forms for 

the Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Program. That was a huge 

mistake; I should have simply used the streamlined filing option. 

My husband and I lost sleep and were genuinely afraid of the 

penalties. Indeed, we received notice that we would have to pay 

more than twenty thousand dollars in penalty fees. It took 

countless strenuous hours of paperwork as well as the assistance 

of tax advisers and lawyers to resolve the issue. 

 

It has worked out, though mostly because of my wonderful tax 

adviser in the US. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
Instead making things more easy, [entering a streamlined 

program] made it more complicated. 
Resident of: Germany  

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [I was subject to] unfair penalties through OVDI. 

 

[I shouldn’t have entered an amnesty program. I] should have 

done a silent disclosure. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia Where do you want to start? Why do we have to pay taxes when 

we already pay so much over here? I didn't pay for years then 

when FATCA came in I realised I hadn't done it so i went for 

amnesty. That cost me 1500 dollars. Then every year afterwards 

I had to pay someone 500 dollars to help me file, and I paid no 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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taxes. Now my employer gives me an allowance to help pay for 

my children's education, and I am over the limit so I pay taxes. 

My pension is also going up which means the taxes go up. It is 

absolutely ridiculous. How can something that is supposed to be 

tax-saving in the country you in penalise you and make you pay 

taxes in the US? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My tax burden in the US surpassed zero, so catching up with 

official filings gives peace of mind / reduces risk of surprises. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado [US taxation] is the BANE of my life right now. Bigger than 

Covid. I own a business and a house and a nonprofit, each one of 

these things causes me problems and complications. Also, I 

cannot get anyone to allow me to invest in ETFs or funds for 

retirement. 

 

[I’m] at risk of penalty for not knowing all the complex laws. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I have invested significant time in trying to understand taxation 

regulations. It is extremely stressful and time-intensive and 

despite this, it is still hard to know if one is following all 

regulations correctly. I have tried many types of tax preparation 

software (TaxAct, TurboTax, H&R Block, myexpattaxes, 

expatfile) but none of them have algorithms that are 

straightforward and flexible enough to ensure that all expat tax 

considerations are addressed correctly. I also do not find it easy 

to also find reliable tax preparation assistance and have paid 

large sums to have final checks on my taxes despite not having 

to paid final tax. It is quite frustrating to want to do it correctly 

but often feel uncertain if all things are being approached 

accurately. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey The process is unclear - no one ranging from employers to 

accountants seem to know what is expected or how to handle the 

process. It is a huge overhead and limits my ability at making 

profitable investments for as long as I hold on to US citizenship. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Have hired someone to help. She says fees will be up to 5k, but I 

don’t know if I will owe anything. For 5 years I had a business 

but did not know I had tax implications in the US. Was poorly 

advised by American tax person with no experience with expats. 

 

We are trying to figure it out. So nerve wrecking. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I put business bank accounts in other people's names in order to 

avoid FBAR reporting. 

 

I had to sell half of my holding business to someone else in 

order to limit the tax burden. It made ZERO business sense. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona The complicity and cost to handle all that tax an FBAR stuff are 

very high. And even then it is not possible to open investment 

accounts or retirement plans, not even for non-US kids.... Also it 

complicates the start of a business so much that this is nearly 

impossible. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
I feel that freelance opportunities and small business ownership 

are closed to me as a US citizen die to financial obligations from 

FATCA. I am unsure of future changes that could be even more 

penalizing. I don't trust lawmakers to consider our situation 

before passing legislation. 

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
When I have children, I am strongly considering not passing on 

US citizenship to them automatically because of the tax 

obligations. I will most likely let them claim it themselves when 

they are 18 if they wish. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I file my taxes every year but I earn under the threshold and I 

never owe. I do not have any savings, investments, property, etc. 

That is all in my husband's name. I therefore am stubborn and 

don't see why I should pay a professional to file. I file myself but 

I am sure I file wrong. I just do the best I can and hope they 

don't audit me. I am not trying to hide anything.  

 

I don't file an FBAR because I am sure my bank would close my 

accounts if they knew I was American. I opened the accounts 

several decades ago and was not asked back then, but they do 

ask now. I keep my account under 10,000 but my name is on my 

husband's account because we didn't know any better when we 

opened the account. I have kept it though because that is where I 

have my German Visa card. I would never be able to get another 

one. The money in that account is not mine and I do not manage 

it. I want to keep my husband out of the US system.  

 

I earn and save/spend my money in Germany. I pay German 

taxes. It shouldn't be any business of the US's. I live in fear of 

them discovering me and making me pay penalties but the 

alternative is to not have a visa card or spend hundreds every 

year to file correctly through a professional. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey 
My current broker does not allow US citizens. I opened the 

account long before this rule was issued and "forgot" to tell the 

broker about that. I am quite angry as I cannot invest in mutual 

funds/ETFs, whatever. Basically, my financial scope is quite 

limited by being a citizen of the "land of the free". 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Florida  
I haven’t ever filed a tax return, but am planning to do so soon. 

 

It is impossible to find someone who is knowledgeable and 

affordable to do the U. S. taxes. Especially since I basically 

don’t have anything that should be taxed in the U. S. 

 

I expect not to be taxed if I have no contact to the U. S.... 

 

I used to love the U.S., but that was a very different country than 

today. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio I was born in the US but left as an infant. I don't remember how 

old I was, nor where lived. I recently became aware of my 

obligation to file US taxes. Even though I pay taxes in my 

country of residence. I have never lived or worked in the US. I 

didn't believe it at first. It jus seemed so illogical. When I 

became convinced it was true, I didn't know who to talk to. I 

asked everyone I could think of. I was recommended some 

accountants in the US, but when I contacted them they said they 

do not provide cross border services.  

I found some online accounting services but they were 

expensive and I wasn't sure if they were scams. I also couldn't 

verify this because I couldn't tell if the reviews were fake, and of 

course I couldn't ask anyone or talk about it. 

I became extremely anxious and afraid of my situation. It 

eventually cost me my relationship and my health. I lost my 

appetite and became dangerously underweight. I couldn't sleep. 

Worst of all I felt so alone. I didn't mention my place of birth, or 

being American, to anyone. And I didn't even dare speak to 

accountants, since I was told they are not obliged to maintain 

confidentiality. I am still trying to figure out what to do, and still 

unable to sleep at night. I feel extremely depressed, helpless and 

hopeless. 

I spoke to an expensive lawyer for an hour, who didn't tell me 

anything I didn't already know, and offered to help me for 

another €10,000. For me that is a lot of money. And I would 

have to take steps to renounce my US citizenship, which costs 

over €2,000. So I am wondering what I should do??? 

 

Although I appreciate being American, I don't remember 

anything about it apart from the holidays I spent there many 

years ago. I have family ties to the US so it does have some 

meaning for me. But mostly I just observe the US from afar. 

There is always something crazy going on there. It would make 

me sad to have to renounce, but I don't understand taxes and I'm 

afraid I'll do it wrong and it will be a bigger mess than it already 

is. I will no longer have the option of living there, but that's life. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Pennsylvania 
I feel unsure what is the right decission. In May 20 I decided to 

renounce. I am waiting since may 2020! for a date for a 

apoointment for the call from the embassy for renouncement! 

 

My bank accounts have been deleted becaus of my US-

Backround 

 

Its not fair to get in trouble only by birth in america. I have 

never been there again, never owned anything, no US-income 

etc! My family are all Europeans. I can not understand why 

Europe don't stop this Fatca-crime for European citizens! 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
I am an accidental american. Born 1961 in USA, both parents 

are German, I have not family in the states, nothing. Since 1963 

I am living in Germany, My English is bad, I hear about FATCA 

in 2016, one year after my husband passed away. I was so 

shocked, I could not believe this. And I am still scared and 

shocked. I have never lived in the States, no ties, nothing. I 

talked to an american attorney and tax consultants and both 

advised me urgently to be tax compliant. I had no SSN, no TIN. 

In an extremely complex and expensive process I got my myself 

a ssn. I was not even in possession of a valid American birth 

certificate. A nightmare!!!! I did the streamlined program. Every 

year I am afraid to forget something and the Amercian tax 

consultant costs me la lot of money allthough I do not have to 

pay taxes in the States. It is terrible. Next year I will be 60 years 

old and I am thinking very seriously about giving up my 

citizenship fo 2300 Dollar. That is unbelievable. I feel trapped 

and powerless although I am not doing anything wrong.  

 

In 2016 I was asked by the Commerzbank in Berlin to terminate 

my share portfolio and I am not allowed to open a share 

portfolio. I am totally scared what the future will bring. I am not 

all familiar with American tax laws, because I returned to 

Germany at the age of 1 1/2 years. In my whole life I was 3 

times for 1 week in New York. I still think all this can't be true. 

For me, the whole situation ist totally terrible! 

 

I am still shocked!!! My parents lived in the States for 5 years. 

They were young in their twenties. During my whole dhildhood 

my parents told about a free and friendly country, I could not 

believe and still cannot believe how I am treated gy this country. 

When I heard about FATCA for the first time in 2016 my father 

had already passed away and my mother, 80 years old, she 

thought I was kidding. Nobody from my private environment 

can believe this situation and it is not known here in Germany.I 

have like so may other a double citizenship. US and German. 

Actually I was always happy to have the American Citzizenship 

because this is also part of my parents life. Why does the US not 

give up this priniciple Taxing the world income???? 

 

I am as an Accidental American in a position, that my English 

ist not even enough to understand everything. Doing this survey 

is a feat of strength to me.  

I know so many here in Germany who are too scared to 

participate in a survey like this at all..... That is terrible. 

I THANK EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM THE 

BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR YOUR WORK!!! 

SERIOUSLY!!! I HOPE THAT IN THE FUTURE IT WILL 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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MAKE A BETTER SITUATION FOR ALL OF US! THANK 

YOU!!! THANK YOU!!!! 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
Beeing educated in another language, it is hardly possible to 

understand the current rules and laws. The availble professional 

help is very limited and thus very expensive. Taxes are supposed 

to be fair. This is not. 

 

i feel punished by the fact, that i was born at the wrong place. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey 
I wish it had never happened. My parents thought it would be a 

great thing applying for a US passport bringing working 

opportunities and wouldn’t let me renounce until starting my 

work life as they thought I might need the uncomplicated Visa to 

work in the US which was never my goal. We distanced over 

this issue, now I have to deal with the complicated processes and 

the unjustified fees by myself. I only have a bad image of the US 

now. It is an absolute misuse of unjustified power. 

 

I found out that my US citizenship is linked to tax obligation in 

the beginning of the year. Since then it’s been quite a ride: the 

first tax consultant offered to complete the streamline process + 

FBAR for €6,400...I was shocked. I have never paid taxes in 

Germany prior to 2019 due to my low income, now I read that I 

could be penalized for not complying with my tax reporting 

duties. The next tax consultant said I had no obligation filing a 

tax return before as my income was below the threshold and 

filed the FBAR for the last 6 years + 2019 (560€) to be 

compliant. After finalizing those, I thought I’d be done and 

could start renouncing. However, they then came up to me again 

staying they saw that I had a Fonds account and whether I 

earned dividends. I did and so they told me that I had to file a tax 

return for the last 3 years due to me holding one(!!) Fonds 

paying a dividend of max 100€ per year. I asked them to prepare 

my 2019 tax return and decided to copy it for prior 5 years to 

prepare for renounciation. They misstated the information I gave 

them repeatedly. I asked for a call to finalize it all and for once 

asking final questions for the prior years and the consultant told 

me to send it out as they had to arrive in a chronological order. I 

send them a confirmation that it was sent out and that they 

should follow with 2019. I didn’t hear back for three weeks, then 

was surprised by a new version stating that I had to pay taxes on 

the dividend. Honestly I was devastated how this could happen, 

also implying that the send out versions were wrong. I read into 

it more thoroughly and discovered that the information was 

again stated incorrectly. I asked for the boss to finally clarify the 

issues. He questioned whether I stated all information even 

though they were also documented by the FBAR and the mails 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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and again corrected the income tax forms. After four versions 

and 430€ they finally send out the (hopefully) correct version. I 

then filled in the forms for the renunciation proceeds asking for 

an appointment in Frankfurt. Since then...nothing, the consulate 

is closed for renunciations until further notice and I cannot 

renounce as planned and have to go throughthe same process for  

2020 again. The Fonds was not touched since 2011 as it was 

opened by my father. I would very much like to sell it but don’t 

know how to account for it on my tax return. My company 

changed the payment policy converting the bonus normally paid 

in the following year into an enhanced regular income, so for 

2020 I am hitting the 2020 threshold of approx $100,000 due to 

the “double bonus” system and don’t know how to present it in 

the income statement to show that this is a one time peak and 

will go back to the 2019 level. I hope it will not affect my 

renunciation process as I do not want to renounce to evade taxes 

but just because I would like to move on with my life I 

Germany, marrying, having kids without worrying about any 

misconduct with the US tax law. I don’t want to drag anyone 

else into this. It is emotionally depressing. I was born there due 

to my fathers job and moved back to Germany being 7 months 

old. All my family and friends live here and I never intended to 

live or work in the US. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey  
I am quite disappointed. When I was young, I was proud of 

possessing US citizenship. In the last 4 years, I realized that the 

US is moving backward. I always had the impression that the US 

had a functioning democratic system, which sets marks in equal 

rights for everyone and technology. In the last 4 years, the 

impression was shattered by the administration, the violence, 

and personally for me my struggle with their bureaucratic tax 

system that is enforced even though you only lived a couple of 

weeks in the US. 

 

One big issue was that I thought I was able (from my 

experiences in my current country of residency) to fill out the tax 

forms on my own. The taxes are not that complicated and all 

forms and information necessary are provided in the correct 

form. Mapping from the tax information here to the required 

information for the US taxes was not possible for me without 

professional help. 

 

There is no help from the IRS nor am I a native speaker. This 

makes it hard to understand these official forms.  

 

The next issue was to find an affordable tax accountant that 

would file my US taxes. I was not successful due to my 

investments in my country of the residency I have to pay several 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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hundred dollars per year. Basically just to get the information I 

don't have to pay any taxes with one exception.  

 

I own some foreign mutual funds which handled differently in 

the US tax system. Although I pay my fair share of taxes in my 

country of residency I was asked to pay several thousand US 

dollars for basically nothing. The money invested in mutual 

funds were earned here, invested here, taxed here, and will be 

spent here. So I can not understand why the US taxes these 

investments. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey I have talked once with an IRS representative over the phone, 

but only briefly, and without going into much detail, and the 

connection was bad. It did not help much. 

 

I have tried to establish an online account with the IRS but have 

not succeeded. 

 

I have contacted the US consulate in Paris for assistance, but 

they informed me that they no longer provide taxpayer 

assistance. The only way is to contact the IRS directly. 

 

I think that there is rarely any support for overseas taxpayers, as 

also evidenced by the number of associations of accidental 

Americans etc. cropping up recently. 

 

The fact that there is no physical representation in a city as big 

as Paris (in my case) is unacceptable. A transatlantic phone call 

with a bad connection should not be my only option. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have talked to them once because they had the wrong address 

for me. That interaction was o.k. I tried to call another time and 

a recording said the phone lines were closed because of the 

pandemic. I tried to find out how to file online but kept getting 

referred to outside groups and when I tried to fill out the forms it 

did not work because they only had drop down menus for 

American addresses. I have not filed my taxes for this year and 

guess I will have to pay a whole bunch of money to someone 

again to do it. I wish I could fill online with the IRS. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Given the scale of our income, and residence in countries with 

bilateral tax agreements, the discussions have been brief and 

always with a satisfactory outcome, but why do I have to go 

through this? I have lived abroad for 35+ years, and have no 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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residence in the US. My US assets are IRA's and other 

investments. So far I have had no issues with the IRS. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio No answer; luckily my tax advisor was able to help me with my 

questions instead. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Establishing an online account with the IRS was not possible, 

and frustrating. Communication has been successful only via 

snail mail. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California 2019. Extremely long wait to get a person on the line. Person 

was very helpful, but it is a very complicated problem of double 

taxation that is hard to understand and harder to explain to tax 

authorities in Germany. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I attempted to create an online tool but never received reliable or 

timely responses, only months later by postal correspondence. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California There is no IRS representative in the consulate. 

 

IRS agents phoned to in the US only refer back to website of 

IRS & are not helpful. 

 

IRS should but more practical guidance out on their website, e.g. 

how to file those forms as accidental American. 

 

IRS expects some strange filing rules like "()" for negative 

values... This is not understandable for Europeans. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: South Dakota It was hard to reach anyone and they were not able to provide 

me with any adequate details. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Speaking with the IRS from overseas has been a nightmare. 

None of the phone numbers that people inside the US can use 

are easily available for overseas taxpayers. 

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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IRS representatives are not always fully aware of overseas 

taxpayer issues and I am afraid to ask them about it because I do 

not trust their answers. 

 

I avoid contact with the IRS at all costs and hope they never 

contact me about a tax return because I am afraid I will be 

penalized for unintended mistakes on my tax returns due to a 

difficulty in understanding tax reporting requirements for 

overseas Americans. 

 

IRS online services nearly never function for overseas taxpayers.  
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Information is hard to find for specific cases. Buying property 

and investing for my child is a concern. 

 

I would like to be taxed by the country I reside in only, also 

ownership of a house worries me. 

 

The situation I am in is a result of my father’s military service. 

The fact that the US treats military families, that pursued lives in 

the country of deployment, is a disgrace. I am certain, that if the 

situation doesn’t change soon, I will renounce my citizenship. It 

is part of my heritage and it breaks my heart but I need to think 

about my family and the financial situation after COVID. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio I am currently trying to find out how to become compliant and 

renounce my citizenship. I don't want to renounce but it is 

overwhelming for me. With COVID there seems to be no chance 

to go to the embassy anyway. As a non US resident I would like 

for US taxation, FBAR and FATCA to be eliminated. If other 

countries were to apply the same logic, I would be filing taxes in 

my parents' countries of birth as well as my country of residence, 

the country of my other nationality, plus the US. It doesn't make 

sense. I would like to continue paying taxes where I live because 

I avail myself to the services of that place and contribute to its 

society.  

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Generally speaking, filing taxes is a nightmare. Making sure 

everything is correct in both Germany and in the US is 

frustrating even when I end up owing the US nothing. I am 

fortunate in that I have found a tax advisor who is very thorough 

and helpful but not everyone has this. I don’t live in the US and I 

have no plans to return, but because I still hold US citizenship 

(not eligible for German citizenship yet but do want to renounce 

for other reasons). I can’t even really consider investing 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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significantly in a property etc here in Germany until I can take 

this significant step. For me it isn’t the only reason to renounce, 

but it is a motivating factor. 

 

I think it is absolutely absurd for an American living abroad to 

have to file (and sometimes pay) taxes when he or she has no 

connection to the US beyond family or a passport. I do not spend 

time in the US, I no longer work in the US, I pay a hefty 

percentage of my income to taxes in Germany, I have no interest 

in ever living in the US again for reasons other than taxation 

(though that in my opinion would also be reason enough!), and 

because of the existing taxation rules and regulations I am 

stressed out and have to pay someone to help me manage my tax 

paperwork each year, even when I don’t owe anything to the US. 

I do not use the resources there; therefore I should not have to 

pay for them. I use the resources here in Germany; I am happy to 

pay into all tax, insurance, pension, etc. systems here where they 

also benefit me.  

 

Regarding FATCA, between my student loans and a lower 

income given where I live and my job, I don’t have enough 

money in my German bank account to have to file an FBAR; 

however I will do all I can to avoid this.  

 

I wish I could invest with my partner in property here but I can’t 

because of the ridiculous reporting and taxation laws here. I 

can’t utilize the full extent of banking options (eg high-yield 

savings accounts) here for fear that it will end up being pointless 

given my remaining ties to the United States. The system is also 

extremely confusing and so I may also not fully understand all 

aspects; however I know enough to be very upset by it and for it 

to further inspire me to dump my US citizenship ASAP. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I contemplate renunciating my US citizenship because of the tax 

implications and the extreme difficulty it presents when living 

abroad. I currently only hold it so that I can enter the US in order 

to visit family, especially if there is an emergency and I cannot 

get a visa. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Indiana 
I think I renounced at a good time to do so as I didn't have as 

much issues as I renounced before FATCA was in force. It was a 

bit annoying and confusing to have to file in US even though I Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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 didn't live there. I know of a lot Americans in Europe who have 

struggled as they are still citizens. 

 

[Renouncing] was pretty easy back then other than the 

inconvenience of having to travel to embassy and waiting for 

processing of the paperwork. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I've been proud to be an American overseas. Until I realized the 

IRS pressured me to declare my taxes. 

 

I renounced in Germany. There are three US consulates in 

Germany (Munich, Frankfurt, Berlin). I am based in Munich but 

for whatever reason I had to travel to Frankfurt to renounce and 

had to stay overnight. The fee of renunciation (2350 USD) is 

outrageous and is not worthy of a first-world country. I felt 

robbed. 

 

I was so relieved and happy when the cumbersome process was 

finished. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Accidental American born in: 

Pennsylvania 
[I feel] Anger. Resentment. Fury. Hurt. Humiliated. Exploited. 

Intimidated. Betrayed. 

 

Oppressive, insensitive system Dystopia. First step proving that I 

had not lived in the US since I was 11 weeks old.  

 

Once shelled out a load of money on tax advisers and spent 

years getting all filings done the anger was intense. The fear and 

intimidation. The US consulate staff treat you as if you have 

personally offended them and the entire nation by daring to 

renounce and treat you as dirt. But I think that seems to be the 

way the US state interacts with its citizens. No respect and no 

thought as to how to serve the people. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Former resident of: Michigan Since I had to declare the amount in every joint foreign account 

with my husband, I was having to give personal data about my 

husband. Which is not allowed under German law, thus putting 

me in a bind. 

 

There was no way to get adequate help when questions arose 

concerning the US tax return. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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I was so angry about the fact that there was no help from the 

embassy and only partial help in Philadelphia (there is no way to 

speak to one person a second or more times when one has 

questions.) that I had no qualms about renouncing my 

citizenship. Furthermore it angered me that the US asks an 

exorbitant fee for this process. Germans relinquishing their 

German citizenship only pay €350. 

 

The last straw was having to declare all amounts on all accounts, 

also joint accounts, in foreign banks, thus telling the IRS what 

my German husband has on our bank accounts. This is 

absolutely illegal in Germany. 
 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Because I switched a US investment account from one US 

financial institution in New York to another, the new institution 

opened my account but then froze it for three whole months (!) 

while they did their so-called due diligence just because I had 

my foreign address on the account.  

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I live, work and pay taxes in my country of residence. I pay into 

my country’s equivalent of Social Security and I have the 

equivalent of a 401k. I don’t see why I should have a tax liability 

in the US at all.  

 

For years, I didn’t have a US bank account because I don’t have 

any US income, save for the occasional gift from families and 

friends. I recently opened a US bank account so I could start 

investing in the stock market and have it not considered a PFIC.  

 

Opening a US bank account from abroad was hard - the first 

bank I tried, I had trouble accessing my account because they 

required a US phone number and didn’t allow VOIP numbers. I 

wasted a bunch of money on a VPN and a US VOIP number for 

nothing.  

 

Now I’m with SDFCU which as far as I’m aware is the only US 

financial institution which explicitly allows non-US residents to 

open an account if you don’t have half a million dollars. I have 

not yet opened a depot, but when I do, my options are also 

limited to institutions which will take non-residents.  

 

I’d really like to take advantage of fintech startups and no-fees 

brokerages like Robinhood or Trade Republic, but again, as a 

citizen non-resident, Robinhood will not allow me to open an 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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account and Trade Republic would be subject to US PFIC taxes 

(if they even allowed me to open an account).  

 

I’m nervous that by having to have my money flow through US 

accounts before I can invest it, I’m increasing risk and reducing 

profit because it will be subject to exchange rate fluctuations and 

currency conversion fees (my entire income is in Euro).  

 

I feel like I’m being punished, and all I’m trying to do is save for 

retirement! Between my low starting capital and my 

citizenship/residency situation, my options are extremely 

limited. 
 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I’ve spent 1.5 years researching USA tax compliant investments 

for saving for my spouse’s retirement BIT HAVENT GOUND 

ANYTHING producing profits in Europe AND being in us 

compliance. 

 

My wife and I intend to have a family, live, work and retire in 

Europe.  

 

For 1.5 years we’ve been looking for ways to invest money for 

her retirement in roughly 30 years. Classic retirement products, 

euch are PFIC compliant produce hardly NO YIELD. 

 

Pension plans wrapped strong an ETF core ARE TOXIC for her 

and therefore US as a couple.  

 

Normal USA citizens get into the line of IRS fire directed at tax 

evaders - unfair! This hampers US CITIZENS living around the 

world! It strains families!  

 

Future dual nationality kids ARE EQUALLY hampered in their 

pursuit of happiness in their country of residence because of US 

TAX LAWS. This is overbearing! 

 

Extreme Frustration as i don’t want my wife to be poor in old 

age – I’m 11 years older. Plus: She and our kids won’t be able to 

inherit my European, completely legitimate investments!!!  

 

US tax laws are INTERFERING with how I - a foreign citizen - 

can invest my foreign earned money in respect to my family’s 

future generation! 

 

This is completely unacceptable. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Green card holders 
 

Comment   
Green card holder  Tax and FBAR compliance is my single largest source of stress. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Double taxation and reporting is stupid and creates 

complications and stress for USA citizens and their families 

unnecessarily! Stop the madness!  

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see Treasury make the regulatory change to make 

nonresident US citizens qualified nonresidents so that we are 

exempt from filing to IRS and FinCen and from taxes on income 

sourced outside the US. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Fbar, no need. I am not a high wealth individual. I don’t want to 

be penalized. 

 

US taxes. I don’t work. I have no income. I don’t think I should 

spend hundreds of dollars to use a professional to file for me. 

And I won’t take the risk of doing it myself. Too complicated. I 

have 2 master degrees and US tax law for its citizens abroad is 

complicated. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey I would like to see this law overturned, as it is in my opinion 

wholly ineffective in its original goal, i.e. identify tax evasion, 

and punishes all US citizens abroad. Furthermore, I would like 

to see the fees for renouncing citizenship return to its PRE-

FATCA amounts (several hundred dollars) instead of the 2000+ 

dollars it costs now. The raising of these fees after the increase 

in renunciations after FATCA is for me, a wholly indecent, 

criminal exploitation of a law by a government. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania No taxation without representation! Stop taxing US citizens who 

don’t earn money or live in the US! Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I would like to see all responsibility end. People who don’t earn 

millions of dollars and who never visit the US should not be 

required to file tax returns and our bank information should not 

be reported. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I find individuals should only be taxed there where they mainly 

live, not double-taxed. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky I will explain what I want to see happen. 

 

A virtual state that represents Americans abroad. This state 

would be handled just like any of the US states. We could elect 

our own senators and representatives. 

 

A designated foreign bank that will be treated like a bank on us 

soil. Let's say Goldmans Sachs opened up a bank in Frankfort 

Germany for US citizens. 

 

Same country exemption FBARs and FATCA. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Every year, I dread filing my income tax returns and the FBAR. 

It requires too much effort and costs a lot because I can't do it on 

my own. There should be a waiver or exemption for people like 

me who do not make a lot of money, hold a lot of assets, or even 

intend to move back to the US someday. I certainly understand 

that tax dodgers need to be pursued. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

 

Comment  

 

Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I'd like to see the FATCA, FBAR, and tax returns done away 

with. It's an unnecessary burden. Stress and money spent and 

neither the US or I get anything from it. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
I feel that a change to residency-based taxation would free us 

from many of the current problems and allow us to make 

intelligent financial decisions based on where we live without 

fearing sudden changes in US tax policy. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah We’d all be so excited to just see an end to citizen-based 

taxation. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would prefer to be allowed to invest in mutual funds here and 

not to have to file FBARs and US taxes. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Simplify. Make it easier for citizens abroad to file electronically. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I am not an international tax avoider. I do not have enormous 

assets I am "hiding" anywhere. Isn't there a way to distinguish 

"normal" law abiding citizens from international tax scammers? 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I'd like to stop having to file a US tax return as I have not lived 

there for over three decades. 

 

I'd like the US to stop imposing draconian paperwork and non-

compliance fines on non-US banking institutions regarding US 

citizens so that I could bank in my country of residence like any 

other adult. I can only basically have a checking account there.  

 

I'd like the US to stop taxing net unemployment and in future 

social security benefit payments. This is completely unfair. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio The US filing requirement for Americans living and being taxed 

elsewhere is ridiculous. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like the US to move away from citizenship-based 

taxation to residence-based taxation! Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington The only countries in the world which tax people based on 

citizenship rather than residence are the US, North Korea and 

Eritrea. I thought we’re better than that? 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Remove taxation for US citizens overseas. This is a preposterous 

standard that no other developed country follows and even the 

vast majority of developing countries do not follow. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Would be nice, to pay taxes only in one country. 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Please please help us! 
Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida  The US tax law should be based on international standards and 

only levy taxes on people who live within the country's borders. 

 

I deliberately do not participate in any elections, because I am 

politically involved where I live and I don't want to receive any 

welfare benefits from the US as well. 

 

Nevertheless, the US citizenship makes me proud and I'm happy 

when having the time to visit my home country. I feel connected 

to the values of society. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois When I try to explain the situation to family members they are 

incredulous. Because it doesn’t make sense! 

 

I would like for citizen-based taxation to end, so that I no longer 

need to file paperwork, no longer face discrimination, and can 

invest as I see fit. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland These laws need to be fixed to not apply to citizens with a small 

amount of assets overseas. The intent is to catch millionaires 

holding assets overseas and they should be implemented as such. 

Taxation of Americans overseas needs to be completely 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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eliminated though. The US needs to do what the rest of the 

world has done. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
I wish that the exterritorial taxation for Americans abroad stop!!! 

We all are living in another country where we pay our taxes!!! 

Please nor FATCA or FBAR nor tax retunrs any more. this is so 

unfair! We the Accicental Americans are so scared. There must 

be an end to this. PLEASE!!!!! 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey 
I would expect that US taxation is changed to residency-based 

taxation. Where you earn money - you pay money. There are 

also other possibilities like remove FATCA obligations for the 

country of residency, remove taxation for foreign mutual funds 

in the country of residency.  

 

But you have to fix it permanently and not be satisfied with 

small steps. Change to residency-based taxation and remove 

FATCA or make it only mandatory, if you live in the US and 

have foreign bank accounts. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I'd expect Americans abroad to no longer be subject to filing 

taxes if they are not working or residing within the United 

States. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

Jersey 
Ideally the US only taxes citizens that spent a certain amount of 

time in the US per year (The last time I was in the US was 

2003.) The renunciation process should be uncomplicated and 

should allow each citizen to renounce either by declaration in 

writing or at the consulate that is nearest to its hometown (in 

Germany only Frankfurt processes renounciations and does not 

do so since May 2020 due to COVID until further notice.) 

Additionally renounciations should be free of charge, 

implementing a cost in that amount does not reflect the 

processing costs and is absolutely unreasonable.. How many 

Americans renounce despite of the high charge shows how 

incriminating the US citizenship when living abroad. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: South Dakota I feel my chance to success are limited here and I feel 

suppressed the country I was born and raised in. Like I am being 

punished for seeking a life elsewhere although we are a country 

of immigrants. It is extremely hypocritical and sad to see our 

country being one of two countries on this planet that enforce 

such laws on their citizens.  

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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I would like to see all tax obligations, FBAR, and FATCA for 

individual US citizens abroad abolished. We need to stop being 

treated like traitors and criminals for moving away.  

 

Additionally, the excuse that these laws target rich Americans 

who harbor their money offshores or abroad needs to stop. You 

are hurting the 99% of ordinary citizens by going after the elite 

1% who do not even pay any significant taxes in any case. The 

US government needs to admit that they are doing this out of 

spite and it is inhumane.  
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would like to see [CBT] eliminated or raised to target the 

wealthy who make $400,000+ a year. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia They need to stop taxing us! Why do we have to file taxes in the 

US if we are paying where we live? Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Income source based taxation. Only reporting of income that is 

earned through US based operations the US and nothing more. 

No NRA spousal penalty or reporting. FBAR and FATCA gone 

for permanent abroad status. A list of countries considered to 

have proper control of tax reporting and residents of those 

countries don’t have to have any contact with the IRS 

whatsoever. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon [The US should] get rid of [citizenship-based taxation], it brings 

no value. Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It is burdensome to report my financial accounts every year. In 

Germany, where I live, there are many ways that money 

laundering is prevented already. I believe FBAR should be 

completely scrapped and replaced with a requirement to report 

financial accounts in only those foreign countries which the US 

deems not to uphold certain standards of money-laundering 

prevention (i.e. tax havens). 

 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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I believe FATCA infringes upon the rights of US citizens who 

are also citizens of other countries to open financial accounts in 

the countries where they live. I would support its repeal. 

 

In general I support a repeal of citizenship-based taxation 

altogether. If it were repealed I would be able to move all my 

investment accounts to banks in Germany, where I live, which 

would make my financial and tax planning much easier. In 

addition it would allow me to do financial planning more easily 

with regards to investments, estate law, and buying property 

overseas. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to see the taxation of non-US-domiciled ETFs, 

mutual funds, etc. not be treated as a PFIC, and be subject to the 

same US capital gains tax that would apply to a US-domiciled 

fund. 

 

On the EU side, I would like the EU to grant an exception to US 

citizens residing in the EU who wish to purchase US-domiciled 

funds from US-based brokers. Allow me to choose whether to be 

protected by the EU consumer protection laws, or voluntarily 

waive these protections so that I may purchase the funds as a US 

citizen from a US company. (US companies are currently 

prohibited to sell these to me based on my EU residency, no 

consideration to my dual citizenship and needs to invest 

internationally for my retirement planning). 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would simply like to be taxed fairly. I have no connection to 

health care in the US but must pay the investment income tax. 

This should be eliminated for me, because I live overseas. At the 

very least, I should get a credit on my German taxes for the 

amount I pay. But I don’t. 

Resident of: Germany 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

GREECE 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I was born in the USA, but haven't lived there since I was 2.5 

years old. I grew up in Israel and currently live in Greece. I have 

been trying to optimize my financial situation this year, and 

begin investing. However, the more I read and research the 

matter, the more confused I am about what is or isn't allowed in 

terms of US taxation. It's been exhausting. 

 

All I want to do is take my hard earned money and invest it to 

guarantee a better future for myself. It shouldn't be this hard. 

Resident of: Greece 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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In addition, I am self employed in Israel, and therefore I had to 

pay social security in both Israel AND the USA. Ridiculous. 
 

HONDURAS 
What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I would like to see the reporting requirements for US citizens 

living in foreign countries go away. 

 

I would like to open a small business and worry only about tax 

and reporting requirements in the country where I live and where 

the income is earned. As it is, the problem is not always owing 

tax or not...it is about how expensive and tedious it would be to 

fill out forms for the USA that in many cases prove you owe 

zero but if filled "incorrectly" can come with costly penalties, I 

have yet to meet a foreigner that wants to deal with that 

possibility in order to have me as a partner in a business. 

 

I would like to open a bank account in the country where I live 

and not be asked if I am a US citizen for tax purposes... my 

husband, the sole breadwinner pay's plenty of tax in the country 

where we live. 

 

A person living outside the US, paying their taxes to the country 

where they live should not have to report to a foreign 

government (foreign being the USA). US citizens living in 

foreign countries should be exempt from filing any type of us 

tax form, fbar or anything related to fatca...anything they earn 

outside the us is either taxed by the country where they live or is 

tax exempt by the country where they live for a specific purpose 

like retirement funds. USA should do what other advanced 

countries have done you are only taxed if you are living in that 

country. Residence based taxation: you fill out a form that you 

live in foreign country and are left alone until that status 

changes. 

Resident of: Honduras 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

HONG KONG 
Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut My girlfriend does not want to marry because I am a U.S. citizen 

and she does not want to have commingled assets with me. 

 

I am disadvantaged in the labor market because many employers 

do not want the complexity of a U.S. citizen as an employee. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Being a US citizen but my spouse is not. Being married halves 

my deductions - taxes dramatically higher as a result. Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Cost of living is extremely high in Hong Kong, where my peers, 

including those of a lower salary level, are easily able to afford 

while I struggle due to significantly higher tax burdens. 

 

I ultimately receive less pay, after taxes, than my Canadian, Brit, 

French, Swedish, German, and Filipino peers. They are able to 

save and invest back to their home countries, buying new homes 

every few years in their home country, while I struggle to save 

up for my first home despite having a higher salary level than 

these peers. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I am frustrated that every year I have to file taxes when I usually 

owe nothing. Then when i became self employed i realized i 

have to pay a lot in taxes when i earn very little. The forms are 

very complicated for me to fill out on my own and I am very 

stressed every year spending several days over several months 

working on it. But paying a professional accountant abroad is 

even more expensive than one in the US. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois For each return, I am charged an average of 3500HKD 

[US$450]. This amount is ridiculous and I feel my situation is 

being taken advantage of.  

 

My husband and I have many arguments about taxes each year. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Although I live exclusively outside the US and my salary is 

exclusively local currency, I am required to pay thousands of 

dollars for a tax preparer to do my taxes even though I own no 

property, businesses, stocks, or other income beyond my salary. 

I never owe taxes. Yet I pay thousands to a preparer because the 

system of calculating taxes is too complicated to do by myself. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Professional fees for filing US tax returns (even when little or no 

tax is due) are prohibitive. My former employer used to pay the 

fees, but as I have now retired, I am required to pay the fee.  

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I was asked to leave a bank because they didn't want to deal with 

US tax regulations, and denied ability to open a new account at 

several banks when they learned I was a US citizen.  

 

Also, Bank of America closed my account because I was living 

abroad and they considered me suspicious for that reason 

exclusively. And I've had major problems opening up US 

accounts because my address was overseas. So I’m getting 

penalized in both countries. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am unable to invest in the country where I live because of 

FATCA. I therefore repatriate money back to the US, resulting 

in unnecessary banking fees. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Green card holder It took me over 6 months to open an investment account to buy 

Hong Kong stocks. Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland We are not able to have a joint account because I have to report 

my spouse’s money with FBAR - when my spouse normally 

would not be subject to reporting. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine My tax filings increased from just a few sheets of paper for 

personal filing to an entire stack of paper, each sheet requiring 

complicated calculations. I am a shareholder but not a director. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I used some free file forms and payment, it was difficult to 

submit my payments to the IRS online. Sometimes I need a US 

phone number to submit forms and I don’t have one anymore 

which is a pain. The free file systems by Turbotax are hard to 

find. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey It appears there are options for not filing or for filing 

electronically with the IRS of which I am not aware, as I have 

used third-party services to file electronically while living 

overseas. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Recently, it’s been getting harder and harder to reach a human 

being. 10 years ago it was fairly easy if you contacted them 

outside their busy hours, say a Friday night in February. But 

these past few years, it’s impossible to get anyone to answer 

your calls or emails. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Green card holder It is very hard to speak with an IRS representative from outside 

the US - the hold times to be connected to someone are always 

30 to 60 minutes, sometimes even up to 90 minutes, and the 

charges for the call can be very, very high. For example, in 

October of 2020 I incurred phone charges of over US$ 1,000 for 

4 or 5 calls to the IRS.  

 

It would be very helpful if there was a specific (preferably free) 

number(s) for calling from outside the US that did not have the 

wait times of the normal US numbers. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida In the last few years, I have found that most US financial 

institutions (brokerage houses for example) require a US address 

to open or maintain an account. I believe this is tied to the 

Patriot Act. This requires that I rely on relatives to act as a local 

address and postman. While most account matters can be 

completed on-line, the fact that a US citizen has to come up with 

a US address to keep a bank or other account with a US 

institution is frustrating. The institution should be able to accept 

a Social Security number as proof of citizenship/green card 

status. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Green card holders 
 

Comment   
Green card holder  When spending a large amount of time working with clients 

non-US operations, and therefore spending typically > 50% of 

the tax year outside of the US,, it seems to create a lot of 

problems with the IRS if I a) file a full year tax return on 100% 

of my worldwide income as they question again and again why I 

claim domicile in the US if I am outside the US so much, or b) if 

I only file a tax return showing the US income and attach a 

Hong Kong tax return for the same year for the remainder of my 

income they constantly question why I have a significant portion 

of income in Hong Kong.  

 

I have also had a problem where the IRS passed on my 

information for one tax year to the Immigration & Naturalization 

department of the Department of Homeland Security as they felt 

that perhaps my green card should be reviewed because of the 

amount of time I spend out of the US, even though I pay all my 

taxes in the US, maintain a permanent residence there and so on. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I would like to see Americans not required to file taxes if they 

live abroad and not have to report their bank accounts overseas. 

This was intended to reduce corruption but the rich will always 

have ways of hiding their money and unfortunately it ends up 

being a headache for people who follow the rules. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] should be used exclusively for very 

wealthy Americans. And American taxation should be based on 

residency - not citizenship- unless Congress is prepared to grant 

Americans overseas their own representatives in the House. 

Representatives in the last state of residence don’t care about 

Americans overseas. This effectively amounts to taxation 

without representation. 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I am living and working abroad and pay taxes to the country of 

residence. My non-American friends are not taxed by their home 

countries and this is not a typical practice across the world. I 

agree if you maintain property in the US and collect US income, 

you should file income and property taxes. But if you do not 

have US income and US property, you should not be burdened 

with filing taxes.  

 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Also, in every foreign country I've ever lived, taxes are 

calculated by the government and citizens only pay whatever bill 

they get. There is no need for the citizens to calculate 

themselves. This is an unnecessary burden on taxpayers. It needs 

to end. 

 

FBAR and FATCA are stupid. You are just repeating everything 

you already said in the 1040. If you are lying on the 1040, there 

is no reason to expect honesty in the other reports. It’s just 

asking Americans to say the same thing over and over in the 

hopes they will get caught making a mistake with reporting. Its 

insidious and distrustful and then THEY expect ME to trust 

THEM? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Paying US tax as well as local tax is a burden. We all have a 

duty to pay taxes, however for overseas Americans the amount 

should be limited, as the benefits we receive are basically non-

existent (other than simple US citizen services by a local 

embassy or consulate) I would have no objection to a flat fee 

amount per year, provided it was reasonable (US$50,000 max, 

linked to income). 

Resident of: Hong Kong (S.A.R.) 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

ICELAND 
Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I was refused opening a shared bank account with my spouse 

because I’m a US citizen. This makes me angry - I can’t have an 

independent life, can’t invest, can’t open a business, and even 

attempting to share a household bills account with my own 

spouse is denied because the US thinks I’m a wealthy 

“criminal”. This doesn’t endear me to the US, it doesn’t make 

me proud to be a US citizen. It makes me fearful for my future 

and ashamed. 

 

I cannot have my own independent life. I have to rely on my 

non-US spouse for things I should not have to rely upon them 

for such as opening just a savings account or partnering with 

friends to start a business. I can’t even contemplate retirement, 

my name is not on my marital home. I’m a prisoner of the US 

and I don’t even live there. 

Resident of: Iceland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I had questions. I was never able to get a human.  
Resident of: Iceland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 



 
 

360 
 

 The IRS doesn’t care about people overseas because to them 

we’re just collateral damage. 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I wish wish wish that the law/provisions were altered so that 

people who can demonstrate that they have worked more than a 

certain number of years outside the US AND that they are 

resident in and pay tax in a different country, are exempted from 

the IRS claims upon them. A one-off declaration is all that is 

needed. 

Resident of: Iceland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I want CBT and its offspring repealed. 
Resident of: Iceland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

INDIA 
Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Foreign banks and other financial institutions do not care that 

my SSN can be stolen and misused. They handle this data 

without any security or concern. 

Resident of: India 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington [1] Getting Taxes done by expat tax services is prohibitively 

expensive especially when the fees of these expat firms becomes 

a significant portion of the earnings %age. Since IRS is 

apparently an advisory, I called to clarify simple things, but the 

wait times run into 100's of minutes and then when someone 

gets ready to transfer to the right department, the lines get cut. 

So we waste a lot of money on international calls. 

 

[2] I filed an amended return by mail. IRS has not acknowledged 

it after 4 months. Not sure if they will mail a refund check to my 

foreign country {a stupid thing to do} or direct deposit it. No 

one picks up the phone and worse the online site asks for SSN, 

DOB and Postal zip code {what if the zip code is abroad? the 

system does not accept it and there is NO way to call and 

verify!} Terrible... 

 

[3] Haven't gotten an email response from the IRS!  

 

Resident of: India 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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-- Which begs the question, if as per the 183 days per year of 

stay rule IF EVERY COUNTRY ON EARTH, EXCEPT THE 

US, does not bother to tax its citizens living abroad if they stay 

abroad for more than 183 days, then why should the US levy 

taxes and hurt its citizens by making us do the taxes when some 

of us haven't visited the US in 5+ years and don't intend to 

either? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas In my case, besides a long wait on the telephone, the issue was 

resolved without any problem. Resident of: India 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It is not a problem for me to comply with the additional 

reporting obligations and taxes like the transition tax and GILTI. Resident of: India 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Stop taxation of US Citizens living abroad for more than 183 

days a year! Only if they live in the US for 6 months + they 

MUST pay tax in the US, ELSE NO NEED TO FILE EITHER. 

Resident of: India 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Citizenship based taxation is a medieval concept that only brings 

grief to the taxed, and a bad name to America. I cannot think of 

even one reasonable argument that would support this atrocity. I 

wonder why it has taken so long for people to wake up to it. 

Resident of: India 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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INDONESIA 
Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Frequently priced out of job opportunities in lower tax counties 

(like Singapore) since other nationalities don’t have to pay tax. 

This forces a situation where I either require more income to 

cover additional tax (normally not getting the job) or I have 

significantly less take-home pay that another nationally doing 

the same job with the same salary  

 

How do I feel?  Enslaved. 

Resident of: Indonesia 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

IRELAND 
Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have refrained from opening investment accounts abroad sure 

to different exemptions and policies that would further 

complicate tax filing. 

Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have seldom required to pay additional amounts for US taxes 

(only tax in US capital gains in some years) however pay a tax 

preparer about $500 a year just to file on my behalf and wife 

worth appropriate tax credits and exemptions. For the first few 

years we lived in Ireland my company paid for this, but that 

changed 4 years ago when I changed employers. 

 

Every year tax filing... Plus fbar... Is done but a pain and added 

burden... Especially when in the end I owe nothing to the us.  

Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have turned down an opportunity to start a new business with a 

partner because of great of tax ramifications. Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

363 
 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Huge consideration is related to children who are US citizens but 

now entering employment outside the USA. They now have the 

burden of filing as well. 

Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Questions about college tax credits as my children are attending 

university in Ireland. Not a good resolution and tax preparer 

couldn't help... Door to policy changes in the us. 

 

Questions about non us Irish pensions and taxability. They did 

help but to simplify I'm still paying a US tax expert. 

Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Illinois 
Stressful, complicated, especially as the US taxation does not 

directly correlate to the tax systems of other countries. It is very 

hard to know without using an accountant, whether you have 

filled in the forms correctly. Why you need to include 

mentioning the maximum amount you had in an account is also 

perplexing, especially when it might only be briefly and requires 

trawling through bank accounts to check this figure. 

 

It was a relatively straightforward process for the actual 

renunciation as I already had an SSN. It was very, very 

expensive. The lead up to preparing for it was extremely 

stressful as I had to first ensure all of my previous years of US 

tax forms were in order and that caused me several weeks of 

stress per year, trying to ensure I had noted every detail 

correctly. 

 

I was totally tax-compliant. I do not think it is fair to require to 

prepare tax returns for a country you do not live in, nor have any 

bank accounts in. It should work like in most other countries, 

that is, resident-based taxation. 

Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Change to residency-based taxation. It is ridiculous that I need to 

file every year and never have to pay.  Resident of: Ireland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

ISRAEL 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am the only American in my family, never lived in the US. 

In order to comply with US taxation regulation, I endure a lot of 

emotional stress, lose a lot of money on filing and even more on 

investments I can't make because of US tax restrictions which 

basically compromises my family’s future and turned everyday 

financial decision into a nightmare. 

 

What can be more stressing and emasculating than not being 

able to provide your family with a stable financial future? Hell 

the current regulation pretty much dictates who you gonna 

marry, why would anybody drag a non-US citizen into this mud? 

oh wait I live in a country where no one is a US – Citizen 

 

[I feel] anxiety, frustration, fearful for the future, lost. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I've described some -- but not all -- of the major financial hits 

we've taken, and sadly bequeathed to our children who left the 

US as toddlers (and even a grandchild, because my son 

happened to marry another Accidental American, making their 

son a US citizen by birth, without a choice in the matter). 

We have considered renouncing US citizenship to enable us to 

fund our retirement, but (1) we have elderly parents in the US, as 

well as siblings, nieces, and nephews, and can take a risk that we 

might be denied a tourist visa to visit them or for family events, 

and (2) in any case, in addition to the difficulties renouncing, 

based on the way the exit tax is calculated, including our home 

and front-ending our pension funds, we'd have to have to pay a 

huge chunk of our lifetime savings to the US -- from monies we 

don't have until we actually sell our house and receive our 

pensions over a lifetime, plus risk being taxed another 10 years 

for "renouncing for tax reasons"! It is a vicious cycle that we 

can't find a way out of. My husband and I worked here using our 

English to help enable business with the US -- and we use to be 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $0 
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proud to be US citizens. Now I'm embarrassed. And soon as an 

accountant or lawyer (or anyone else knowledgeable about 

taxes) hears that we're US citizens, they say "I'm sorry." Is that 

what being a US citizen should mean -- being the object of 

pity?!!! 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I have refrained from opening a business and becoming a 

freelancer because of taxation. 

 

My partner is a business owner and encourages me to be a 

business owner as well and we have a lot of fights about this. 

 

We are engaged and I worry he won’t want to marry me because 

of tax liabilities or that it will affect him in the future. 

 

It causes a lot of fights between me and my parents as they don’t 

understand why I am so bitter against the US. They moved 

abroad as well but are retired so the laws affect them a lot less. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Impossibility of PFIC without (at least) an exclusion for the 

country in which I live. As a result of my country's relatively 

safe mutual funds & index funds being "PFICs" for US tax 

purposes, I either have to invest in individual local stocks - far 

riskier and not in my skill set - or invest in the US, thus exposing 

myself to - and incurring - huge currency risks. In fact, that's 

what's happened to my finances over the past 20+ years: I have 

invested in the US, paid US tax when I "made money" in USD 

terms but *always* lost money when I converted USD proceeds 

back to ILS (Israeli New Shekels), which have been going up 

against the USD pretty consistently over said time period. So my 

savings are a wreck, and soon my tax-free pension here will be 

taxed by the US under the "Savings Clause" because the money 

was earned here and put in a pension under Israeli and not US 

tax rules (which it wouldn't be eligible for anyway because the 

income was earned here, "overseas" for US tax purposes.  

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As a US citizen living abroad, it is impossible to invest savings 

in local investment outlets because of the US tax laws (PFIC). 

As such, we need to move money to the US and invest only with 

US firms, which loses us money in the transfer and makes it so 

that we can't take advantage of local opportunities. It is 

frustrating and a pain. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am not able to take advantage of tax advantage saving in Israel 

since the US will levy incredibly high taxes on it and the fees to 

prepare the tax forms are high. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I cannot invest in ETFs or mutual funds in my own country of 

residence due to PFIC issues and I cannot invest in mutual funds 

in the USA since US funds refuse to allow me to buy mutual 

funds due to my foreign residency. This refusal happened a year 

ago. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I am 30 years old. I cannot use tax advantaged investment 

vehicles aimed used by everyone around me for retirement 

because they are PFIC. It is hard to plan for retirement as a US 

citizen, so that can be stressful. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Our primary angst regards retirement planning. There are very 

tax-favorable vehicles to save for retirement my country of 

residence, but we cannot open such accounts because of the 

PFIC issue.  

 

We are also concerned because we have pensions in our country 

of residence which will not only be taxed when we start drawing 

them, but as result our Social Security benefits will be reduced 

due to the Windfall provisions. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Restriction of investment freedom due PFIC issues. 

 

Burden of reporting and filing returns and payment of 

professionals. 

 

Kids savings options are severely limited due to US 

implications. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York When we want to sell our largest investment -- our home -- 

capital gains from the sale would be free from US tax *were it in 

the US* as it has been our residence for over 25 years. But the 

US exclusion of capital gains from the sale of one's residence 

expressly excludes a residence overseas! Since it's free from 

capital gains in Israel on the same basis as a US residence would 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $0 
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be in US, we will lose a fortune in US taxes solely as a penalty 

for living overseas and thus *not* using any US services. Our 

retirement savings are being hit from every direction from being 

a US citizen. That -- and being banned from new digital payment 

systems and other banking and financial services which don't 

want the hassle of dealing with US citizens. 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York It's really difficult to file my taxes myself, but not financially 

worthwhile to pay a professional. I have had extremely long wait 

times for my return to be processed because it sometimes takes 

*months* for the IRS to get back to me with a request for 

correction. It is a huge headache. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida As someone who has never had to prepare taxes and someone of 

middle to low income, I had a very hard time finding someone to 

prepare my taxes for me. Everyone I contacted only took on big 

clients with lots of money or big corporations. This was around 

2014. 

 

The fear and panic around finding out I was suddenly a 

"criminal" caused me to live with near daily anxiety attacks! I 

was scared of going to jail and I didn't even knowingly do 

anything wrong and the penalties for non-compliance seemed 

outrageous. I was scared of financial ruin.  

 

After nearly 2 years of searching for what to do (I couldn't afford 

to do my taxes on my own and I couldn't afford to pay someone) 

I finally found an accountant that charges less. Mind you, it's not 

affordable, but I get charged around 2000 shekels [USD$600] 

per year. For context, my monthly salary at the time was around 

8000-10,000 shekels [USD$2400 - $3000]. I'm not always 

working and often find myself unemployed, for unrelated 

reasons. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1,000 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I used to be able to do my own taxes using Turbo Tax. But 

Turbo Tax is ill-equipped to handle overseas citizens and the 

forms required. There are many tax professionals here, but they 

are expensive. I have had to use a billing service, at additional 

cost to me, whenever I am hired as a freelancer in order to avoid 

paying the self-employment tax which is not covered by the tax 

treaty between the US and Israel. I also have no representation in 

the US! 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York  In regards to my last tax return, I paid significant fees to a 

professional preparer and owed about $1500 at the end. But 

most years, I have not owed anything. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I must pay a professional tax preparer every year to file my 

returns even though I never owe any tax.  Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Filing taxes every year to the US is expensive and complicated, 

and I usually owe nothing, or sometimes very little (last year I 

ended up paying $4 to the IRS but had to pay $100 for tax 

preparation software). My foreign husband and I would like to 

buy a home, but we're trying to figure out how to do that without 

my name on it because of punitive US tax implications that 

would make it unaffordable, not to mention many banks won't 

lend to us because I'm a US citizen and they are not willing to 

deal with the reporting requirements. My investment options for 

retirement planning are extremely limited as well. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Filing my US tax forms is quite expensive (and too difficult for 

me to do on my own). Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland We live overseas, but still pay significant amounts of US taxes. 

We have found that very few US accounting firms understand 

and know about filing taxes for Expats. The only companies that 

are familiar with the rules are the big 4 accounting firms and 

they don't want individual taxpayers. (they prefer companies). 

Furthermore, the fees are extremely high as most US 

accountants need to research so many issues pertaining to you 

living overseas. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have been denied banking services at a sister company to the 

company I bank with (Pepper pay). They do not accept 

American citizens. I also can't open any accounts to buy stocks, 

for example, or plan for retirement. It's infuriating and leaves me 

very worried for my financial future. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1,000 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland There is a bank I’d like to have an account with in Israel that 

does not work with Americans. I can only invest in Israel at one 

investment firm and only if I have 50,000 dollars. Luckily I have 

the money but haven’t moved my money there yet.  

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I cannot open a Leumi Pepper account and benefit from their 

offers. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey 1) There is a popular digital banking service in my country that 

refuses US citizens because they don’t want to do FATCA 

paperwork.  

 

2) In my country, the government organizes a savings vehicle 

for every child born, and I cannot choose the more lucrative 

mutual fund track because of PFIC, so I cannot get the best for 

my children. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I don't find my US social security information to be very safe in 

the hands of my bank. I don't know how safe or secure they keep 

this information and I'm concerned about identity theft. I was 

asked for my social security number in order to open my bank 

account and every few years I've been asked for the information 

again and have been threatened that I would have my account 

frozen if I did not comply. The people I handed this information 

to were random bank tellers, I didn't know who they were nor 

did they explain where the information would be kept or how it 

would be kept, who would see it, etc. There is no transparency at 

my bank and the tellers are all different people whenever I'm 

there. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1,000 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey [I feel] indignation - why should the fact that I am a US citizen 

mean that my privacy should be less protected than anyone else. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As per my accountant's advice, I make sure not to leave any 

profits in the company because of something to do with US 

taxes. This is not a good way to run a business, creates stress and 

frustration. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We were terrified at the prospect of having to pay tens of 

thousands of dollars in US taxes because our business had been 

turning a profit since 2015. Fortunately the preparer to whom we 

paid so much money was able to suggest a 962 election that 

reduced the taxes to much less than we expected, and should 

continue to keep the taxes minimal going forward. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland My father moved overseas over 50 years ago and has been a 

successful businessman. He is in his 90's now and has pass-on 

his business to his children and grandchildren. All of his 

children are US citizens, and 50% (6 of his grandchildren) are 

US citizens. We have had to restructure the whole company to 

bid by the US laws, costing us thousands of dollars in services 

and fees. It's been a nightmare. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I want to be a freelancer and run my own business but I know 

it’s not practical as the tax agreement between Israel (where I am 

a dual citizen) and the US does not cover social security and it 

would be expensive to have both Israeli and American versions 

of social security so I did not invest a lot of time into my 

business on purpose and when I did tried to work with customers 

under the table when they didn’t need a receipt because I didn’t 

have the energy to deal with American taxes. I closed my 

business because I knew it wasn’t a realistic long-term option for 

me. It just seems too expensive to be a freelancer or business 

owner as an American citizen even though it’s my dream. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Every year I have a significant burden of additional paperwork 

and incur additional financial expenses due to US taxes. 

I have been unable to take certain positions that have been 

offered to be for employment because of the significant US tax 

burden. 

 

This causes significant stress in my personal life and my 

professional life. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Self-employment tax from US forces creation of corporate LLC 

adding unnecessary banking, accounting, taxation. 

 

Self-employment tax means that marginal tax rate can be over 

65% and that any hard work in building business is not worth it 

and instead it’s better to work less and not develop new ideas or 

pursue new business opportunities. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in 

Illinois  
I'm not an American. Let me out of this mess already! 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I had a very difficult time creating an online account with the irs. 

I had an account prior to leaving the US (around 2004) and had 

not accessed it in years. I didn't have access to a local phone that 

would accept SMS verification in order to get into my account. I 

tried emailing the IRS about this but received no reply. It was 

only when I paid a certified US accountant to do my taxes that I 

was able to access the account and pay any taxes owed through 

the IRS portal. 

 

I have never tried to call the IRS hotline due to the time 

difference (7 hours) as well as reported wait times and I didn't 

want to give any personal information over the phone to a 

random person. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I had to wait on the phone for a very long time and they didn't 

know much and weren't able to help. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999  

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The primary issue I had was the timing availability. I was in a 

different time zone and it was very difficult to time the phone 

call. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York Yes I was able to communicate with [the IRS] via phone and 

mail. The hours are not particularly convenient. Mail took 

months to go and get a reply back. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York We are US tax accountants so we speak to the IRS all the time. 

We've had no problems getting in touch with them for personal 

issues as well. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I prepare my families taxes, and my father is legally blind. Many 

times, we have received letters or assessments that have been 

inaccurate or wrong. The IRS lost my sister's extension payment 

and we fought for them for 5 years. They credited it to my father 

instead of to her. It was a mess.  

 

Almost impossible to speak to a person these days. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Incredible incompetence after waiting on hold for interminable 

amount of time- some agents are just clueless, others are helpful 

but it’s a huge hassle and burden to have to engage with another 

tax authority outside of home country. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Medicare and other public benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey 1. Since there's no treaty between Israel and the US regarding 

self-employment I am required to pay taxes to both countries for 

one income. This is very unfair and I keep on reconsidering by 

options to become employed so that I shouldn't have this double 

taxation. Since I don't have any good options, I am stuck in this 

unfair situation. 

 

2. Although I pay full taxes I am excluded from benefits such as 

earned income credit on a regular basis.  

 

3. Although I pay full self-employment taxes I was excluded 

from covid-19 benefits since it was paid via the states, although 

it was a federal tax law and I don't reside in a state, since I live 

out of the country. I was happy when I heard that it was possible 

for self-employed individuals who were hid by covid-19 to 

apply for unemployment and that there was also an addition 

$600 a week. However, when I realized that I couldn't apply 

because the law was being implemented by the state, I was 

extremely upset. Taxes should be a two way street if I have to 

pay the fees - I should also receive the few benefits that there 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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are! To have to pay the taxes and to be denied the benefits - was 

extremely shocking and infuriating! 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York 1) The US must stop taxing based on citizenship rather than 

residence.  

 

2) The US must change the way the word "Foreign" is used in 

the tax code in a myriad of ways -- including but not limited to 

PFIC, FATCA, and FBAR -- to exclude it being used with 

respect to the country you actually live in. 

 

3) The US must amend WEP so that the pension one earned 

overseas is not considered a windfall, thus halving the US Social 

Security benefits you paid for in the past -- and ignoring the fact 

that your Social Security benefits would be much higher had you 

stayed in the US rather than moving overseas and paying into 

the relevant Social Security system there.  

 

4) Sign a Social Security Totalization Agreement with Israel! 

 

5) The US has got to stop taxing pensions earned in your country 

of residence. 

 

6) Ditto re capital gains on your principal residence. 

 

7) Until the US continues stops taxing expats on the basis of 

citizenship, stop making a farce out of the Tax Treaties you sign 

with the countries we live in by using the "Savings Clause" to 

undermine everything else in the agreement except the very few 

exceptions listed in the Savings Clause!!  

 

8) Taxation without representation-- if the US doesn't stop 

taxing us, then stop pretending expats are being represented by 

diluting our votes over all of the 435 Congressional Districts. I 

add that I would happily give up the right to vote in the US if 

you would only stop taxing me!  

  

9) Change whatever laws, regulations and policies cause US 

banks and financial institutions to refuse to open accounts for 

US citizens living overseas) No one wants our business 

anymore! 

 

10) Overturn (by legislation) the Supreme Court decision that 

says that expats are citizens of NO state, and thus can't use the 

US Federal Court system's diversity provisions if it becomes 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $0 
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necessary to sue someone who defrauded you in federal courts -- 

even though aliens have that right. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware End any obligation re US taxation. No forms, no filing, no 

potential obligations or issues. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I don't want to pay taxes for services I don't use. I'm tired of 

being told to pay my "fair share". The second I move back to the 

US, then you can tax me. CBT is entirely unconstitutional and 

people should not pay taxes where they don't live and work. It's 

barbaric and a tax or penalty for daring to leave the US and live 

somewhere else. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $1,000 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Switch to residence-based taxation like the rest of the world. 
Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey US should treat citizens living abroad fairly.  

 

Ideally, they should not be taxed as they do not receive the 

benefits of living in the country - so what exactly is the rational 

for taxes us. 

 

If they insist on taxes citizens who live out of the country, they 

should be fair and give all benefits accorded to citizens as well. 

 

We should not have to suffer double taxation just because there 

is no treaty between the countries for self-employed individuals. 

If I am self-employed and living in a different country - why 

should by income be taxed by a country I don't live in! 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I would like America to remove the burden of having to report 

my income every year. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want the US to start behaving like every other country and 

switch to a residency-based taxation system. Ordinary people 

like me that pay taxes in my country of residency shouldn't have 

to deal with an unwelcome guest (the IRS) in every financial 

aspect of our lives. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see US taxation be residency based rather than 

citizenship based. Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania American citizens who live abroad should not be penalized for 

being a US citizen. We should not have to pay or file US taxes if 

we do not reside in the US. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Income earned in a foreign country should not be taxed by the 

United States, period. I am perfectly willing to give up any 

attendant financial benefits (this year's Covid-19 refunds, for 

example) or childcare credits to keep the United States out of my 

financial dealing here.  

It is especially cruel for the US to tax welfare benefits received 

in another country as "unearned income," or to tax pensions 

AND reduce Social Security payments.  

 

Obviously it's fair to tax any income actually earned in the 

United States. This means we might still have to file a tax return, 

but it would be far simpler. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [I feel] outrage at the US system for infringement on liberties of 

its citizens.  

 

My non-US spouse had her ITIN arbitrarily revoked after 25 

years of use! It took hundreds of dollars and hours of time to 

take care of causing grief. Imagine having your social security 

number expired and the bureaucracy involved in dealing with it! 

 

Simply the US should enable Individuals/families to be exempt 

based on criteria such as 10+ years permanent residence outside 

the US or based on assets/income thresholds. 

Resident of: Israel 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

ITALY 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is extremely stressful having to be compliant in two different 

countries with two different tax systems. Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Overall it just stresses me. 

 

So far I haven’t really had any real assets overseas and my 

parents’ accountant did everything and it was with the foreign 

earned income exclusion. 

 

I worry about it becoming more complicated once I’m married 

or trying to build my finances here abroad. It makes me anxious 

and I don’t think I’ve ever correctly filed my taxes abroad. I 

think the US ones are ok, though. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado The tax preparer in the country that I live did not really know 

much about FBAR or FATCA, and so she did not TRULY 

pursue filing on my behalf. Her lack of knowledge has led to me 

being uncompliant with the law, and I now risk penalties. 

 

The bank in the country that I live did not understand what 

paperwork was involved to comply with the FBAR. It took me 

months to get this worked out. My bank tells me that I have 

complied, but I'm not really sure. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Due to COVID pandemic, the person who usually takes care of 

my US tax returns did not come to Italy. I didn't know anybody 

else who could take care of this so I decided to do it on my own. 

It took me several days to figure it out. Once I completed it, I 

sent it to my brother's company’s tax lawyer who pointed out a 

few mistakes and missing information. I was therefore forced to 

do it all over again and I mailed to the US Treasury hopefully in 

time. 

 

It was extremely stressful not being sure if I filled it out 

correctly and within the deadline. I don't think I can handle this 

stress again next year on my own but a tax lawyer is my only 

very expensive alternative. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Great difficulty navigating sensible investments due to 

ridiculous. pfic rules and being denied access to certain products 

as a result of fatca. Complicated returns that cannot be efiled. 

This causes stress and confusion and makes me feel like I am 

missing out on ordinary opportunities. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Because I am an American citizen, I am barred from investing in 

a number of funds and other types of investments. Naturally, I 

find this ruling incredible and it causes me much stress and lack 

of sleep. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin The fear I have of any questions regarding my US returns and 

obligations is extremely stressful and is affecting my health and 

my marriage (to a non-US spouse). I fear for my child who has 

been burdened with this. His birthday gift when turns 18 will be 

the fee to renounce citizenship. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to invest in mutual funds or similar in my country 

of residence to prepare for retirement but the US is extremely 

penalizing this choice.  

 

I feel desperate to find a way to live as a US citizen in another 

country without having to renounce my US citizenship due to all 

of these tax problems. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I really don't know how to describe this- but what ends up 

happening, is I don't receive Taxation benefits (fiscal 

advantages) in the country I live in nor in the USA. I seemed to 

get "burned" in both places. For instance, although I am paying 

into the USA social security system, I am not allowed to take 

advantage of IRAs or ROTH IRAs, or other financial tools 

available to other USA citizens, because I earn EURO, or I earn 

money outside the USA. I do not think this is fair. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am no longer allowed to invest in mutual funds. 
Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I pay a considerable amount to a US tax consultant and pay taxes 

in the US and in Italy where I reside. 

 

I am very angry that I am forced to a double taxation. I pay taxes 

in Italy where I reside. The double taxation is stressing and is 

costing me much much more in taxes, in paperwork, and the 

high expenses of the US tax consultant. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Although I am heavily taxed on investment income in my 

country of residence in Italy and the tax treaty between the US 

and Italy called for certain credits to offset these payments, 

neither country is respecting what is written in the treaty and I 

am essentially completely double taxed on this income. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York In 2016 my bank started asking for my SSN, which I never had. 

I also found out that due to FATCA my bank had started sending 

info about bank accounts to the US. 

 

So when I came to the US for a visit in 2017 I passed a couple of 

days in the offices to understand what kind of documents were 

necessary to prove that I lived outside US since I was 14 in order 

to get a SSN. So at the age of 64 I got my SSN.  

 

Reading web and forums I then I realized that I should have filed 

tax returns. It took several months to find a consultant in Italy 

that had knowledge of Italian AND US taxation that lived in 

another city. So I studied my situation very well to be sure I 

didn't owe any taxes to the US (already retired from work) and 

then paid this guy to complete the Streamlined Filing 

Compliance Procedure. Now every year I read the instructions 

on the IRS site and compile and file by myself.  

 

I was also denied the opening of an account at a new bank when 

they saw I am a US person. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
The rules and regulations are confusing and unclear therefore it 

is difficult to make any coherent decisions regarding my US 

taxation. Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I think that US taxation is very complicated and that even the US 

based tax preparers make mistakes and have trouble keeping up 

with all the new laws. Can you imagine having to do it twice for 

two different countries and use a foreign tax preparer hoping and 

praying they know all the new laws and are able to file it 

correctly risking all kinds of penalties. I have to spend quite a bit 

of money just to say I owe nothing. Why? I don't live in the US 

and have not lived there in 40 years. I do not vote there or use 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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any of their services. Please stop this archaic practice of citizen 

based taxation. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I live in Italy where to prepare a local tax return professionally 

cost €50=$56. A US tax return prepared professionally stars at 

$300 and serves only one purpose, i.e. to demonstrate to the 

USA that I do not own any taxes to the USA. We ex-pats are 

presumed to be tax evaders. Even FBAR where we must report 

our foreign accounts to the Financial Crimes Enforcement 

Network. Where is this different from Child Molester 

registration? 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I currently pay over $500 for a tax return to the US. I don't ever 

owe anything except for penalties, This is a budget solution and 

does not in any way help me navigate between two disparate tax 

systems. That would run well into the $1000s. Example, just to 

get an opinion on how to use accumulated tax credits in the US 

for an eventual move of my US investment accounts closer to 

where I live, the fee was £500 per hour. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have few options for investments. My old bank denied me for 

all investments and my new bank has only one type I can access. Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio My Italian bank woke up to the fact that I was a US citizen, as 

well as an Italian citizen whose tax base is Italy, and attempted 

to force me to disinvest in funds for fear of US reprisal. It was a 

long struggle but we were able to preserve our current Italian-

based assessment plan.  

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
A foreign bank liquidated and closed our equity investment 

portfolio and advised us after the fact. Annoying. 
Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The bank asked us to take my name off the joint account so that 

my husband would not have any reporting obligations to the US Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 since he is not a citizen. I tried to open an account in a bank and 

they said no because the US reporting requirement just isn't 

worth it to them for the small amount of money I have.  

 

I would like to be on the family bank account which my husband 

owns so that I can pay for normal living expenses but the US 

considers this to be my money and my husband doesn't want to 

risk it. I would like to be on the deed to our houses but when we 

sell I would have US tax obligations even though the money was 

99% from my husband. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin My finances are completely separate from my spouse. Our 

savings is all in her name including the proceeds from our home, 

much of which I paid for but was thankfully all in her name. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Fell behind on taxes during an extremely tough (financially) 

year and it snowballed to 6 years of non-filing. The stress and 

worry was overwhelming, when we became financially solvent 

due to an inheritance we moved to enter OVDP and pay all back 

taxes + penalties. Moving ahead with a clean slate was worth the 

$$$, although I do resent the fact that I ended up paying more 

taxes than many very wealthy Americans resident in America 

pay. It is what it is but it's a ridiculous system that requires so 

much time and effort (and $$$, to pay a tax preparer), not to 

mention double taxation on capital gains in my country of 

residence and America, and if I am ever able to obtain 

citizenship in my current country of residence (I won't be 

eligible to apply for 7 years) I plan to immediately renounce my 

American citizenship. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois OVDP was and is a shakedown. Worst decision of my life. Had I 

just stayed put and kept my mouth shut, this would have all gone 

away. Instead I tried to "do the right thing" and I have been 

repeatedly and continually fined. RIDICULOUS. 

 

THE WORST DECISION THAT I HAVE EVER MADE WAS 

TO FALL FOR THE TRAP OF THE OVDP, which is was akin 

to being held up by a crooked policeman on the highway in 

Mexico... An unbelievable experience that started in 2013 and 

continues through to today... ABSOLUTELY RIDICULOUS. I 

should have never come forward. Idiocy on my part. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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I participated in the OVDP program, which resulted in a $27.500 

fine because I neglected to report $1.000 in foreign interest 

income UPON WHICH I PAID TAX IN THE COUNTRY 

WHERE THE MONEY WAS EARNED resulting in no tax loss 

to the US. 

- The various legal and accounting fees added another 50-75.000 

on to this cost. 

- Following OVDP, the IRS assessed another $10.000 in fines 

because the IRS Field agent did not properly calculate the 

interest due on the refiled tax forms for the 8 years in question. 

- These additional $10.000 in fines were sent to me in over 30 

different computer-generated letters, that were impossible to 

figure out. 

- Despite filing the closing agreement in 2016, I am STILL not 

out of the woods, as they have garnished yet another $13.500 

from me for... I don't know what, because I never received a 

notice and despite calling many times, the IRS has never been 

able to clearly tell me what the fine is for, nor are they able to 

send me an additional copy "because the computer issues them". 

- Same topic, we are now 9 months into waiting for the case TO 

BE ASSIGNED to an agent to try and find out what is going on 

and how to resolve it. 

- Every year my Italian tax return is 19 pages. My US tax return 

is... 101. 

- Every year, I have to very carefully structure my income so 

that I don't inadvertently make any mistakes that could trigger 

tax fines. 

- I am unable to invest in the country where I live; I have to 

repatriate all monies to the US, and my home country sees this 

as a form of potential tax evasion and forces me to file additional 

forms equivalent to the FBAR and pay patrimonial tax on 

monies outside of the country. 

 

I can go on.... and on... 

 

I spend inordinate amounts of time planning and calculating my 

annual taxes. All time that could be better spent trying to earn 

more money. 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have 3 bank accounts. There is no way I can calculate if, when 

and how much I went over the limit of 10.000 USD for which I 

have to fill out an FBAR. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Limiting my ownership to less than 10% forces me to accept a 

partner that creates costs and potential friction in running my 

business. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin As a self-employed individual living overseas, I am forced to 

keep two sets of books. One for my country of residence and one 

for the US. Additional time and stress and no one who can guide 

me through both systems for a reasonable price. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I have been audited in Italy 8 times for the SE tax deductions 

that I take in this country. 

- Although I have won all 8 audits, it's still a giant pain, and - 

honestly - I should be paying to Italy and not to the United 

States. 

- There is no reason that I should have to pay US SE tax on my 

foreign SE income. Makes no sense whatsover. 

- And don't get me started on Medicare or the NIIT... I can't use 

it, but I have to pay for it? 

- Form 5471... I send the accountant my balance sheets and they 

figure it out. I am pretty good with taxes, but I have absolutely 

no idea whether they are doing them correctly. Nor do I 

understand why a foreign company has to be declared in the US. 

- If I take a dividend from my "CFC" it is taxed in Italy at local, 

preferred tax rates, but in the US is taxed at a much higher 

marginal rate. 

- Trying to balance this is like playing 3D Chinese Checkers 

each and every year. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin A few years ago I was turned down for a finance director 

position because of my US Citizenship. A finance director 

naturally has signature authority on financial accounts exposing 

the (Italian) company to the US tax system. Something company 

management did not want. 

 

One entrepreneurial opportunity has been significantly limited 

because my partner was not willing to share information with the 

USG. I am forced to act as an independent contractor to the 

business which limits any possibility of growing with the 

business and reaping the benefits of it. This is ongoing. This is 

extremely frustrating as I see opportunities passing me by. Other 

foreigners do not have such worries. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I recently I found out that because I am a freelancer and not yet a 

citizen of my country of residence, I am required (IGA) to 

contribute to social security in the US. This has caused me to 

pay double social contributions for a few years until I could 

straighten it out with the local tax authorities. It nonetheless puts 

me at risk of audit with the local tax authorities for not paying 

into the social system. 

 

As a self-employed entrepreneur, according to the IGA with my 

country of residence, since I do not yet hold citizenship of my 

country of residence, I found out I am liable for self-employment 

tax in the US. I can, and have opted out of the local system but 

ended up paying into both systems from 2015 to 2017. Paying 

twice was a huge financial burden on my family at a time we 

were already struggling financially. 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have chosen to pay into the USA social security system. So I 

pay resident taxes in the country I live in, and I pay social 

security in the USA. (I opt out of the local social security 

system.) This has created confusion when applying for a 

mortgage, as people in the financial institution don't have a clear 

financial picture for me, as reported in my earnings declaration 

in the country I live in. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin My child’s accounts do not have my name attached to them nor 

do I interact with the bank for these accounts to avoid giving 

clues that I am a US citizen and that my child is also. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I'm proud being a USA citizen but I never worked in USA. I 

only went up to high school. 

 

I have trouble to file my tax returns because I never did it and 

don't Know what forma I must use. I'm sure I don't have to pay 

anything and I don't Want to pay someone to file the forma. I 

want to do It myself 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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My Bank wanted my ssn that i never had because I always 

worked outside USA. They said that they would have Freezer 

my account. Then I change my Bank. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I tried to communicate to IRS in 2019 to ask them what forms I 

must file for my situation but no answer... need to know a good 

e-mail. I can't find an e-mail to USA federal tax to ask them. 

Nobody came to help me. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In 3rd Q 2020 received a bill for unpaid 2019 taxes that included 

interest and penalty. In fact bank records show the IRS cashed 

my check for 2019 taxes 15 days before IRS sent the letter out. 

And I received the letter in my overseas 'home' country 2 weeks 

*after* the date by which penalties and interest were due. Have 

spent significant time on the phone with the IRS trying to sort 

this out and get them to rescind the penalties/interest which is 

not due. 

 

Have also been trying to chase my and my husband's $1,200 

checks under the CARES act. To no avail. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I cannot access 1 bank account I have in the USA, as I need a 

USA phone number to access the account (for security reasons). 

I am so tired of the financial institutions not accommodating for 

overseas citizens. 

 

I have tried to contact the IRS in multiple ways. In the end, the 

only ways I have contacted them is by phone - an expensive 

phone call that usually lasts 30 minutes (last of security 

questions, and trying to figure out my situations over the phone). 

The information in their database is not up to date, in fact, it 

usually lags 3-6 months behind. FRUSTRATING! 

 

In addition, the IRS corresponds with my VIA "Snail" mail. By 

the time I get the letter saying I owe them money, the expiration 

date has already passed! So I end up paying late!  

 

The IRS has also sent me refund checks, in US dollars, to the 

country where I live. I lose a good amount of the check because 

I am exchanging currencies! I usually end up mailing the check 

back to a family member in the USA, in order to deposit the 

check there. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 



 
 

385 
 

I have been able to estimate tax, back taxes, and tax penalties 

online, through my back account, on a IRS website. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I tried, but after 50 minutes on hold, gave up. 
Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin [I contacted the IRS] by phone after an incredibly long wait. Still 

did not get my original question answered. 

 

Also trying to find a reasonable and inexpensive way to pay the 

IRS was difficult. 

 

Snail mail is incredibly slow. IRS notices normally arrive well 

after the due dates on the notice. Pretty much useless and it puts 

the risk on the taxpayer. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
To open an IRS user account requires two step verification. One 

of these steps requires a U.S. mobile telephone number. I do not 

have one. So I am obliged to call regarding information about 

my account. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois TAS was an absolute waste of time. They have no power to 

correct anything. Poor woman was so stressed and could do 

nothing more than moan about how little money she made and 

how the government shutdown meant she had no money for 

rent.... and here I am calling about my woes with hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in income. 

 

Calling the IRS to speak with them is pointless - they are the 

keystone cops. No one knows anything, and the minute they find 

out you are "international" they shuffle you off to someone else 

and the whole rigamarole starts again. 

 

Corresponding with the IRS? The worst. They say they will send 

you something, and it never arrives. They don't work with e-

mail. Their "transcripts" are hieroglyphics. You should see how 

modern our system is in Italy. I can look up anything in my 

account 24/7. And when Italy is more advanced than the US, 

you know you have a problem. 

 

Currently, I am trying to get to the bottom of why I didn't 

receive my refund from 2018 taxes. Call one told me that I had 

"received a letter" (never received) and that it might have 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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something to do with foreign trusts that "we have been blanket 

sending those fines". Problem is:  I have no foreign trusts. Call 2 

said it might have something to do with OVDP (even though 

that was closed out with a 906 form in 2016). Call 3 said it 

might be something about foreign bank accounts (although I file 

FBAR's each year). The return was filed in September, we 

formally filed a complaint in February (after being unable to 

resolve anything with them over the phone), and nine months 

later... we still don't have an officer assigned to the case. Just 

RADIO SILENCE. 

 

Oh, and I don't have my 2019 refund yet either, so I suspect this 

nightmare may become an annual occurrence. 
 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I did not know I had to file a USA tax return. I was living 

outside the USA, paying local taxes (in the country where I 

live), so I did not file a USA tax return. In the end, when I did 

start to file previous year’s tax returns, I received multiple 

penalty fees for being LATE. The mistake was singular (I didn't 

know I had to file/pay) but the penalty fees crossed 6 years of 

back tax filing. (2018-2020) 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I would like to see FATCA overturned and citizenship-based 

taxation abolished. That would resolve almost everything. 

 

I am extremely frustrated with the current situation and 

hypocrisy of the US and its homeland citizens. With a new 

administration likely coming in after the election, I expect these 

policies to get much, much worse for US citizens abroad. 

 

I am therefore working to distance myself from the US to protect 

myself and my family. I am preparing myself for renunciation as 

I see it as the only viable alternative. I only hope that I am 

wrong and that US policy will change. 

 

If there are no positive changes in the near future, I will 

renounce. I cannot stay in an abusive relationship. And it is all 

related to taxation because I love(d) my country and have always 

supported the US. It just can't go on. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey As an ex-pat I have been unable to open a US bank account 

solely because I live overseas and cannot walk in and sign the 

papers. Main objections from US institutions are (1) lack of a 

US credit rating (how can I, living overseas, have a US credit 

rating if I cannot open a US bank account and have access to the 

US credit system), and (2) positive identification (two passport, 

one ID card, social security card, and foreign bank statement are 

not enough). 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Approximately 4 years ago, but this still occurs as I try to find a 

solution, I have been turned down by banks when I wanted to 

open a simple investment account in Europe because they do not 

accept US persons. On the flip side, I need to maintain a US 

address on the overseas (in the US) investment accounts I have 

for risk of them being closed if I put my foreign address. 

 

My US accounts are severely limited (but often are the only 

option, especially for investing) because certain technology 

won't work because the IP address accessing accounts is non-

US. For example, depositing US checks won't work using 

banking apps. Need to send by regular mail. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I can no longer make any purchases on one of my US based 

investment accounts because my primary address is abroad. Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I was a client of Schwab and they had to close my account 

because I do not have a residence in America. Transferring that 

account to Italy was very stressful and, in my opinion, unfair. 

That money had been earned in the USA and my plans were to 

keep it there. This made it easier to prepare my income tax also. 

With regard to income tax, I had to find an accountant in the 

USA who was willing to take on this burden. Fortunately with 

the help of friends, I found someone willing to do this. I honestly 

feel that my personal freedom has been trampled upon. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois This started about four or five years ago. My Italian bank called 

and advised me that FATCA did not permit me to hold funds 

that I had in my portfolio. These were sold on the spot at an 

immense loss. I couldn't believe what was happening. Then on 

Dec. 19 last year Schwab called and advised me that they had to 

close my account with them and this had to be done before the 

end of the year. That left very few days, with holidays 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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interspersed. I was completely stressed out and actually crying. I 

tried to transfer to another American bank, but because of 

FATCA no one was able to accept my account. Then I spoke 

with my Italian bank and they opened a dollar account for me. 

This is costly and I lose 26% of my income because of tax laws 

here in Italy. I feel that I have lost my right to choose where I 

want to live, but yet, I have always paid my taxes. 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Because my tax situation is very simple (no house property, no 

stocks, no personal firm, no longer have a private pension 

contribution...) so in this way I easily got compliant with the US 

tax laws. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see expats who actually live abroad be fatca 

exempt and not have to file US taxes anymore. Please become a 

resident based taxation country like all the other countries in the 

world. It would mean so much for the expats. No one wants to 

give up their citizenship but we are being driven to renouncing 

since the threat of penalties and the cost of filing for owing zero 

are very burdensome. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I think that if a USA citizen lives and works in another country 

they shouldn't pay taxes in USA. 

 

Need free and easy e-mail information from IRS to help file 

forms. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Completing one tax declaration, in the country of residence, 

should be enough.  

 

I would like not to have to do the FBAR and the 8938.  

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999   

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see an end to the taxation of Americans resident 

overseas, or perhaps a flat fee to forego taxation. I now pay a tax 

preparer $1,500-2,000/year. What if we were not taxed but asked 

to pay a flat fee of $1,000 per person? 

 

I resent double taxation of capital gains especially. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I'm fine with filing the FBAR. It's a pain but I can see how it 

might be used to discern unlawful moving of large sums of 

money about the globe. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey When Eritrea taxes its citizens abroad it is called extortion. 

Why is the USA not an extortionist while Eritrea is? 

The US needs to become a civilised country and adopt resident-

based taxation. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I have always been proud of being a US citizen, but I am also an 

Italian citizen since I was 14 years old and I think that the US 

taxation law based on citizenship rather than residence 

especially regarding production of income outside the US is 

really absurd. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin [O]verseas Americans [should have] specific representation in 

Congress (much like France does for its overseas citizens). This 

would make it possible to give visibility to the issues forced 

upon us and give us a way to react. Now the politicians just 

pander for votes but don't care or even know about our issues. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Raise the amount for which it is necessary to fill out the FBAR. 

10.000 USD is too low. Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see an end to citizenship-based taxation and an 

exemption from fatca for residents of other countries. I would 

like my US citizen children to be free of all related concerns. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like to see overseas reporting simplified. I feel I must 

always stress over the fact that I must file taxes in a jurisdiction 

where I do not live. And yet at the same time, I find the US 

taxation easier to understand than that of Italy where I live. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I think that the US should apply RBT like the rest of the world 

does - why am I still being required to file in the US if I haven't 

lived there for 20 years. 

 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Just do things like every other civilized country does. If one day 

I move back to the States, I will pay my taxes there and not to 

Italy. 

 

If I made money in the US while living in Italy, of course I 

should be taxed on those monies in the US. But I don't. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York  I believe the US should join all other countries, except Eritrea, in 

basing taxation on residency, not citizenship, and should stop 

making it difficult for Americans abroad to have bank and/or 

investment accounts in their country of residence or in the US. 

In these times of global connection, we are basically penalized 

heavily for residing abroad. 

Resident of: Italy 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

JAPAN 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Currently I live in Japan. A tax accountant I use here has no idea 

of US tax laws. So I am using an online service which 

specializes in people like me. It’s a hassle to find such 

person/service. And there is a fee associated of course. If I was 

not an US citizen, this fee would not exist. I consider this a 

financial and mental burden and stress. 

 

I understand the need for government to require citizens and 

others to file when abroad. It would be nice if the government 

provided the service so we can go to one site and complete it. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I live in fear I'll be slapped with fines and not be able to meet my 

family again because I misread the amount required to file taxes 

and the amount that can be deducted. I don't make more than the 

deduction, so I'd be hit with tens of thousands of dollars for not 

paying $0 of due taxes. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri Every year I experience significant stress as I prepare my US tax 

returns. I do not make enough income to be liable for paying US 

tax but still need to engage a tax preparer as the guidance guy 

tax filing is far from clear. Even with help I’m never sure if I’ve 

properly. 

 

I have multiple bank accounts based on employer requirements. 

This complicates my annual fbar filling. The published fbar 

filing requirements are not clear and potential penalties are 

severe resulting in stress every year that I file. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I was very surprised when I learned that I needed to file taxes. It 

had been several years. It took a lot of time to get caught up. My 

wife was extremely worried during the entire process and so was 

I. There were many sleepless nights. At the time I was working 

as a consultant, so my income came from many different 

sources. Gathering and translating the necessary information 

took a very long time. I was constantly worried that I was 

translating it incorrectly or counting different local taxes 

incorrectly. I pay many different types of local tax that don't 

have an exact correlation to USA taxes, so it's very easy to get 

confused. 

 

I was extremely stressed out and scared. I was terrified that I was 

going to be charged with some sort of crime and jailed. The 

local government requires that all foreigners declare if they have 

ever been arrested, jailed or found guilty of a crime. There are 

many stories of foreigners being denied entry for even, what 

Americans would consider to be, petty crimes. I was terrified 

that I would be accused of a crime related to my taxes and 

denied entry; that I would not be allowed to stay in my home; 

that I would be separated from my wife and child. 

 

In order to pay my USA taxes, I need to maintain a bank account 

in the US. That requires me to have an address and a phone. I 

pay upwards of a thousand dollars a year just to maintain the 

infrastructure required to write a check to the IRS every year. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Living in Japan for 11 years since graduating college, working 

for a Japanese company. I have had a pretty simple experience 

so far (or so I thought) relating to tax prep since I have done it 

myself with minimal problems since I make under the foreign 

earned income exclusion, but only recently became aware of 

FBAR and FATCA after doing some research (I received a letter 

from my bank asking for certain information about anti money 

laundering and terrorism, and thought it was strange) and began 

stressing out about bank reporting compliance which I had never 

heard of.  

 

Contacted a US based expat specialist of a large tax service 

company regarding coming into bank account reporting 

compliance, and was then asked about my general filing history 

and then asked about my pension, which my company 

automatically enters everyone in once they are hired.  

 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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I first started hearing about possible pension issues and the 

horror of PFIC and possibility of having to refile previous 

returns. I couldn’t believe what he was saying could be correct- 

it sounded so non-sensical. I disengaged saying I would maybe 

look elsewhere locally for US expat specialist- still looking.  

 

Meanwhile I brought the pension issue up to my HR dept and 

they contacted the bank with the account which confirmed that 

these pensions are actually NOT reported under FATCA 

agreement with Japan, while the specialist was telling me 

something different. I understand realistically I am not a “fat 

cat” that these laws are out to get, but the threat of the huge 

draconian punishments has me feeling: anger, resentment, 

betrayal, anxiousness, confusion, uncertainty about financial 

future to name a few. 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida For me, the inability to properly conduct proper financially 

planning for retirement is a great burden. Double taxation, 

restrictions, confusion about rules that come with extreme 

penalties for mistakes, etc. prevent me from doing much. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Mississippi I have trouble knowing how to properly complete my forms. 
Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Spend inordinate amount of time filing each year. Advice is 

different depending on the professional I consult. Am retiring so 

will have even more difficulty filing US taxes. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I file fbar ever year. 

 

FATCA is a terrible burden. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I spend about a week preparing and filing US tax returns each 

year. I resent that I have to pay US taxes when I do not get any 

benefits in return. For example, the US is not obligated to 

evacuate me from Japan in case in disasters or even provide a 

free passport. I honestly don't understand why I have to file or 

pay taxes to the US. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio [It is difficult to find] a competent, affordable tax preparer in the 

country where I reside. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan It's a perpetual headache, and it costs my wife and me a fair 

amount of money. Ditto for our daughter.  

 

I'm a long-term US expat in Asia, frustrated by having to pay 

expensive fees for tax help each year, and for having to pay US 

Social Security tax (Schedule SE) on foreign self-employment 

income when I'm already covered by a foreign old-age pension. 

There are other expat tax issues, as well, and it all causes 

considerable stress at home. In addition, I feel unable to invest in 

foreign mutual fund accounts due to the punitive IRS rules on 

PFICs and the extremely burdensome (and expensive to have 

professional calculated and filed) IRS Form 8621. My wife and I 

have more expat tax-related issues, too.  

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota I have to pay thousands of dollars for tax filing support to 

lawyers, and I do not even owe any taxes in the end. This is 

really frustrating. 

 

Why should I need to continue to file for US taxes when I do not 

even live in the US and have not for many years?  

 

Also, you have to even report your finances to the US tax 

authorities if you have $10K after you sum up the total of your 

overseas bank account balances. It might make sense if you had 

to report on amounts in the tens of millions but having to report 

on all amounts $10k or more is a huge violation of my privacy. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York [It is difficult to find] qualified tax professionals that understand 

international tax laws and treaties. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia It is difficult to open bank accounts in the country I live in. 
Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Data breeches are becoming quite commonplace, and my foreign 

bank seems quite lax about security. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota I did not owe any taxes and so there should have been no need to 

join it. There was no other option but to join according to the tax 

professional. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts The amnesty program applied to me because I had been unaware 

that I was required to file USA tax returns. Using the program 

allowed me to get caught up and relieved my stress and extreme 

fear. I still have to stress and rush every year to file each new 

return though. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The US tax system is not only more complicated than any other 

country I know of, but it is also not set up for citizens working 

overseas. The foreign bank account reporting just makes it more 

onerous and burdensome to maintain my US citizenship. 

 

I have trouble getting income and tax documents because the 

people in the offices overseas cannot believe that I have to report 

all this to the US government. They think I have a problem with 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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their language or that I don't understand what they are saying 

and why they won't give me the documents. I have to get a local 

to explain to them that yes, the US government taxes overseas 

citizens on overseas income. They can't believe it. 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Burdensome and Form SE leads to owing some FICA for US 

Social Security. Yet, I already pay into a foreign pension, and 

the IRS's WEP (Windfall Elimination Provision), applied in my 

case because of a foreign pension, will reduce my US Social 

Security drastically, which also seems unfair. Why in tarnation 

do I have to pay US Social Security tax via IRS Schedule C & 

Form ES when I already pay into a foreign pension AND the 

IRS's WEP will reduce my US Social Security in the future????  

It's not fair. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I started [my company] with one other person, but to avoid tax 

issues I took 9%. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I have been offered co-founder positions in multiple companies 

locally. I have had to turn them all down because of the added 

liability and hassle with filing USA tax returns.  

 

I worked as a consultant for several years, so had multiple 

sources of income. Gathering the necessary documentation to 

file USA taxes was an incredible burden that took me away from 

my normal work and family. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am worried about the burden on my children for helping me 

with the filing and paying of my US taxes in the future. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota If you disclose to the bank that you are an American there are 

certain restrictions that the bank puts on your account. Also, as a 

dual citizen, having to disclose to the bank that I am a US citizen 

may risk me losing my other nationality (I did not choose both 

nationalities but rather was born with both). I don't want to lose 

my other nationality, and so I do not disclose my US nationality 

on a majority of my overseas bank accounts (I have less than 

$100k in all my accounts combined). 

 

Should I lose my non-US nationality, I would not be able to stay 

in this country where I have a home and would be forced to go 

back to the US where I do not have a home and finding good 

employment will be difficult because the bulk of my 

professional life has been outside the US. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It's almost impossible to contact the IRS from overseas, but I 

was able to call. My letters and attempts at email go unanswered 

and contact is very difficult. I'm put on hold after having to call 

at odd times to get their office when it's open. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan The IRS simply gave a mealy-mouthed reply that was of no 

help. I ended up having to hire an expensive tax professional. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota The IRS does not support its US citizens abroad sufficiently. 

They should offer their services free of charge with in person 

support. 

 

Why should I have to pay thousands of dollars to get 

professional tax help then I owe $0 taxes? 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Problems are the different time zones, it's a game of tag trying to 

connect. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Some of the IRS agents didn't seem to really understand the ex-

pat tax situation. I was disappointed. Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
These policies are ludicrous and should be abolished 

immediately! 

 

I know these laws were put into place to keep Americans IN. 

 

[The day I renounced] was the happiest day of my life! I finally 

knew what it meant to be free! 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I would like to see the US adopt the same tax policy as most 

other nations in the world in respect to citizens living overseas. 

Namely, declaring non-residence and not being required to pay 

taxes on overseas income. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Please do whatever you can to make this all go away. 

 

I would like to see us expats treated properly. Just take the very 

FinCEN name (Financial Crimes Enforcement Network) as an 

example. This bureau of the United States Department of the 

Treasury has been set up to "enforce crimes"! Enforce crimes?!?   

I'm not a criminal, and I don't want to be viewed as a potential 

criminal, either. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Way too time-consuming and expensive without any assurance 

that I have done it right. As I age, it becomes more of a burden. 

Abolish the requirement for long-term overseas residents under a 

certain amount of income to file US taxes! 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Minnesota The current system punishes middle income earners living 

abroad and probably does very little or is ineffective at curtailing 

money laundering / tax evasion of US residents via overseas 

accounts or whatever the law originally intended to do. 

 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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FBAR should be rid of or apply to citizens whose balances 

number in the tens of millions. 

 

The US government should abandon taxing citizens abroad as 

it's freedom depriving and one of the most anti-American laws 

there is. Only two nations that I know on the planet has this type 

of law and it should be done away with. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Would like to see the US get in line with the global norm of 

resident-based taxation. 

 

If not an official rewrite of the tax code, then at least some kind 

of legislation and/or move that would exempt legitimate 

residents overseas from the burdens of filing US taxes and free 

them from the anxiety of even having to worry about any 

possible changes in compliance law, etc. 

 

Been living overseas pre-FATCA and was shocked to hear that 

this odious law was passed during the Obama administration.  

 

Tax reform in the same direction of shifting to resident-based 

taxation is bipartisan among Democrats Abroad and Republicans 

Overseas groups, why does it seem that there cannot be any 

agreement/acknowledgment among the legislators for something 

that can be so easily fixed with common sense, fairness and most 

importantly agreement on both sides of the people most 

affected? 

 

This reeks of government overreach and is frankly disgusting. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I reside exclusively outside the United States. My income is 

already taxed by my country of residence. I have no income 

from us sources. I would like to see an end to the tax reporting 

requirement for non-US income for non US residents. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I would like these policies to no longer apply to USA citizens 

that actually live outside the USA. I think that citizens should 

not be able to avoid taxes simply by having an address outside 

the USA. If they reside outside the USA, 10 or more months out 

of the year they should not be required to file FBAR, FATCA, or 

to file taxes. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York I would like to see US taxation requirements dropped for 

citizens living abroad. I pay much higher taxes abroad and 

having to deal with the filing is an unnecessary headache, nor do 

I think that taxation outside the country of residence is 

justifiable. 

Resident of: Japan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

KOREA 
Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am over the limit and get taxed. It's complicated. I would prefer 

not to pay. I so want to file jointly as a married person without 

getting a tax ID for my wife, which I have to pay for. 

Resident of: Republic of Korea 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona It's difficult to file correctly and predict what I will owe. 
Resident of: Republic of Korea 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am a business owner and it is difficult to get taxes done due to 

translation issues and complexity of tax filing. I have spent way 

over 10k so far on professional tax filing alone. 

Resident of: Republic of Korea 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My wife and I have separate accounts and do not pry into each 

other financial dealings. Forcing her to show her bank accounts 

was a major issue for several fights we had. 

Resident of: Republic of Korea  

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The gilti tax was a huge burden for me as I had to find someone 

who knew what was about this tax. Then to find out I owed a 

significant amount of money was a major stressful time in my 

life. I could not sleep for weeks. Also after the sale of my 

company I found I had to pay transition tax for no reason. This 

also was a stressful period in my life. 

Resident of: Republic of Korea 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see the stoppage of any double taxation from the 

USA. Resident of: Republic of Korea 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

LATVIA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I am a full-time student and dual EU/US citizen. It’s very 

difficult for me to complete the tax returns correctly. I cannot 

afford the fees associated with a professional tax preparer. Filing 

US taxes causes me great stress, and also prevents me from 

investing in Europe because of fear for us tax penalization.  

Resident of: Latvia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I filed using the streamlined foreign offshore procedures. I 

completed the forms by myself to the best of my ability. I am 

currently awaiting a response or decision since February 2020. 

Resident of: Latvia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I found a “hack” utilizing a series of 10 steps to speak with a 

representative. I was placed on hold for 40 minutes, after which I 

was treated rudely and NONE of my questions related to my call 

were answered. I was simply forwarded to an automated 

message!! I attempted to solicit the services of a taxpayer 

assistant but was denied access due to staffing shortages. 

Resident of: Latvia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan Taxation of Americans abroad is absolute nonsense. 
Resident of: Latvia 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

LEBANON 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland I have been denied bank account recently and often the past. 

because of this have had to accept less than ideal bank, one that 

is not as reputable, thus incurring additional financial risk. 

 

Stress, lot of stress. wasted time. limitations on finances, 

transferring money. 

Resident of: Lebanon 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Abolish, abolish, abolish, abolish. 

 

Residence based taxation only. 

Resident of: Lebanon 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

MALTA 
Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I reference my US citizenship as little as possible overseas due 

to the hurdles inherent in banking and other aspects of living 

overseas. As an Irish citizen, it is much easier to access and 

retain banking services and reside overseas. For all intents and 

purposes, I am considered Irish. I pay my US taxes and taxes in 

Malta, as I owe them, respecting the existing laws in both 

countries. But, I consider the US laws which impact those of us 

overseas punitive and unnecessary.  

Resident of: Malta 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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MEXICO 
Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
My accountant has been very helpful, but regardless of that I 

can't invest the way I want to locally or in the States and I worry 

I won't have any way to retire one day solely because of this. I 

can't have a local investment account since the US tax code 

makes it hard and then I can't use a 401k or Ira in the States 

either. I honestly don't have time to become an expert in ETFs or 

the investments we are "allowed" to use either as expats.  

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I have had several issues regarding banking services as an 

American citizen such as a potential closure of my account, also 

I am not allowed to invest my money neither in the United States 

or abroad. 

 

I have not opened any investment account outside of the United 

States because of possible tax implications. 

 

Also, it's quite complicated to understand the tax implications of 

having a pension abroad or what implies certain life activities 

such as purchasing a home abroad.  

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
Before I found my current accountant who charges a reasonable 

price according to my region in Latin America, in 2013 I had so 

many problems filing taxes on my own using Turbo Tax that I 

now need an IRS pin number every year to file my returns 

(another annoyance in my opinion since they only mail it). The 

program would not let me include my non-American spouse 

unless he had an ITIN number which we had to get in the capital 

of where we live (another huge annoyance and inconvenience) 

and it was unable to register that I was self-employed abroad.  

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I have been compliant with my taxes and FBAR every year but I 

find it difficult to do my taxes every year since I am not living in 

the United States, it's expensive and complicated.  

 

It's quite difficult to do my taxes in an online tool such as turbo 

tax. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
My husband keeps my name off his main bank account because 

he doesn't want the US to do with his work account, nor thinks 

it’s the US's business what a non-citizen has in their non-

American bank account. I agree with him.  

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona My US tax advisor recommends I NOT declare my overseas 

bank account. 

 

I have property in Europe that I would like to sell but hesitate 

because of capital gains. 

 

I end up not being entirely honest when filing US taxes and pay 

state taxes to a state in which I spend less than 3 months/year. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I had to file ownership of 10% or more ownership in a foreign 

company. I had to hire a specialist who charged me $6,750usd 

while my company hasn’t made a penny or a peso yet.  

 

I am pissed. My company doesn’t make money yet and the US 

govt wants to watch over me like I am a criminal. I paid US 

taxes on the money when I made it.  

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I have 2 dual citizen sons who I worry about because I'm afraid 

they will be very limited financially if they don't ever live in the 

US and would honestly help them renounce one day if they 

decide. I think it's crazy people have to renounce citizenship 

because of taxes. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I have a dual citizenship which has allowed me to open a 

checking account without disclosing my American citizenship. Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
In 2013 when I had the issue filing my taxes on my own since 

the program I used was not intended for expats I had to call the 

IRS multiple times. Also, they forced me to use the mail option 

as opposed to direct deposit option for my refund and the check 

was stolen 4 times in international mail. I had to use the Tax 

Advocate Service to help resolve that issue and now receive a 

pin number every year via mail (it gets mailed to my dad). I also 

tried to register to receive my pin online, but for some reason I 

was not allowed to sign up since I'm abroad. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas I was able to reach the required departments via telephone 

without issue. My main complaint is that the IRS likes to use 

snail mail and by the time it gets to me, the "reply by" date has 

passed. Why can't they use email to communicate? That would 

be very nice. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I worked for 7 years (2012-2018) as an Independent Contractor 

for a US based ESL school. I worked from Mexico where I live. 

Although I was more like an employee, for tax purposes I had to 

put it as if it were my own business and I paid the self-

employment tax (Social Security and Medicare) every year. 

 

[Even so], I got fined for putting money into my IRA account 

since I used the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I plan on applying for dual citizenship soon and if Mexico didn't 

require travel visas I would consider renouncing. The main 

reason I won't renounce is because my family would be really 

upset in the States (they have no clue about this tax stuff).  

 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas Wondering how taxes will impact us is frustrating and 

worrisome. We live in Mexico full-time and work for an LLC in 

the US which we own 100%. This complicates unemployment 

among other things. We have to make huge FUTA payments 

since we do not contribute to a state plan, but when it comes 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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time to get benefits, we are unable to apply. Similarly, all of the 

business relief measures (i.e. PPP) prohibited businesses with 

employees outside the US from obtaining relief despite the fact 

that we pay full US taxes just like everyone else.  

 

We have to use a fake US address in order to maintain certain 

investments. If I recall correctly, it is certain (or all) mutual 

funds that have this restriction, but as I have been told that this is 

US regulations, not an action by the mutual fund company.  

 

We do not file taxes in our current country as we do not actually 

work here. We are lucky. It would be much worse if we had to 

file taxes here as well. 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas I think FATCA is reasonable and compliance does not seem 

difficult from what I have read. As I keep less than $10,000 US 

in my Mexican account, I have not had to deal with it. I worry 

about Mexico deciding to enforce laws currently ignored where 

they could tax expats on worldwide income. Regardless of the 

tax treaty with the US, I don't look forward to the hassle. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
Right now I'm a stay at home mom, but I plan to work online 

again in the future. I believe taxation should be residency based, 

not citizenship based. I would gladly close all my US accounts if 

it meant I had no more US tax obligations and could finally have 

my name on my husband's business account and invest locally. 

The US holds us back from really living and adapting to our 

adopted countries abroad.  

 

I think the 10k limit for filing an Fbar is way too low. They 

should have a much higher limit to file an Fbar. The amount of 

money they can fine you is also atrocious and would wipe out all 

my savings. They assume we are all millionaires abroad! I live 

in a developing nation so I'm not even close. Imagine if 

Americans who live in the States were fined that much? There 

would be a civil war. I just wish I could forget about the US and 

live my life abroad, but without renouncing my citizenship. The 

US doesn't let us be free. 

 

Residency based taxation is the only way to save these issues we 

face. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I would like taxation for US citizens living outside US to be 

stopped. Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I would like to see some kind of representation in government 

for those who continue to pay US taxes from abroad. Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see FATCA abolished.  
Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I would like that investment banks such as Fidelity could accept 

us as clients or we can easily access to bank services from 

foreign banks. 

Resident of: Mexico 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

NETHERLANDS 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I am a small business owner in the Netherlands. Although I am 

new to the country, I understand easily the taxes I have to file 

and pay. 

 

NOT SO for the USA. 

 

I don't know exactly what files, and even reading about it and 

researching my taxes I have no idea whether I am doing them 

correctly. Stress to the max in tax season, man. 

 

I don’t have any taxes to pay in the US, at least not yet, but its 

stressful to have to gather materials in two currencies and layout 

in two different ways. 

 

I feel like I don't know who to trust or how to file and I feel like 

I shouldn't have to file if I don't intend on returning. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
The consequence of FATCA to find the assets of wealthy 

Americans hiding their money outside the US for tax reasons has 

unjust consequences for tax paying citizens in the Netherlands. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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My former feeling of pride on the fact I was born in the US has 

been changed to anger, fear and hate against the US. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I resent double taxation. I hate revealing my financial situation 

to the US government every year and feel it is a violation of my 

right to privacy that the US does not normally demand of its 

citizens. It infuriates me that I cannot invest in my country of 

residence or my country of birth because the US has made it too 

risky for financial institutions to do so. 

 

I never thought the thing that would make me give up my US 

citizenship, or force my child to do so, would be petty economic 

policies, and they are petty. They don't catch the big crooks. 

They just punish ordinary people who want to do the right thing. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Problems with opening bank accounts and extra cost associated 

with this. 

Doubles tax preparation 2 counties with extra chargers, 

unknown who can do this.  

Stress on top of all the other stress already. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Having to deal with compliance to Fatca. 

Worrying every year about filling US and Dutch taxes. 

Frustrated because i feel like what is the point of working hard 

when i can't save or invest like i want because bof tax laws in all 

countries (US and currently in Netherlands). 

Worry about my accidental American kids.  

Worry about retirement savings.  

Worry about future of US assets and retirement. 

 

Did not open bank account on my mortgage. Everything is under 

my spouse’s name. I hope i never get divorced. I wonder what 

will happen when he or i die.  

 

What should my kids do when they turn 18. We don't want to 

move full time to the Us but what about our assets. 

What about my retirement? Where? 

What happens when my parents die. 

 

This shit sucks. 

 

The whole tax system for Americans abroad is so fucked up and 

no one in the US govt seems to care. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California To force people to spend so much money filing taxes when I 

have not lived or worked in the US nearly my whole life and to 

impose this on my children who have never lived or worked in 

the US is just outright ridiculous. 

 

I was totally overcome with stress and anxiety when I first heard 

of the new tax laws. It has forced my children to pay out 

ridiculous amount of money to file when they just had the 

misfortune of having an American mother. I can understand the 

necessary laws to be made for people who take advantage of the 

system but when people of normal income and nothing to do 

with the US financially, it just boggles my mind. 

 

These laws have filled some people’s pockets at our expense, a 

huge expense that I feel is unjustified. I cannot understand how 

it is lawful for the US government to be able to threaten people 

with closing down their bank accounts when they have 

absolutely no financial ties with the US whatsoever. How is this 

possible? 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I have written Ct state representatives. Answers were all form 

letters not addressing the issue in any way.  Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois FATCA has made it a nightmare to invest abroad. Plain and 

simple, short & sweet. 

 

FATCA ruins lots of relationships with banks, and prohibits 

investing internationally. Just another noose the US puts around 

the world. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

District of Columbia  
I feel an enormous injustice and nobody seems to really care. 

Economical aspects with the US seem to be much more 

important than a EU citizen not having any bank account any 

more. 

 

The actions of all the organizations should become more central 

focused instead of countries organizing petitions in all the 

separate countries Germany, France, the Netherlands, 

England..... Unite and fight with the same goal!! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York In the EU member state that is my permanent residence, I am 

unable to procure investment services/make investments due to 

my status as a US person. 

 

I have been consistently turned down when attempting to 

purchase stocks, bonds, or ETFs in my state of residence due to 

my status as a US person. The same applies to retirement 

accounts. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington 1. I would like to invest in mutual funds, and other modest 

investment instruments in my home country in the EU for 

retirement, but due to the complicated, expensive, opaque tax 

laws, I am scared to do so. 

 

2. I am also not allowed to keep investing in my SEP IRA 

because I no longer live in the USA. 

 

3. I have also read that my social security payments, which I 

paid into for 20 years working in the USA, will be penalized and 

deducted if I take any pension from my current country of 

residence.  

 

4. If I was a millionaire, I could hire a special investment firm to 

advise me and find solutions. But I am a normal, hardworking, 

self-employed American living overseas, who simply wants a 

safe and legal, non-stressful way to plan for my retirement. It 

hardly seems fair that millionaires can invest their money all 

over the world, and I can't even have a basic retirement fund. 

Why are we treated like criminals? 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I would like to see an end to citizenship-based taxation because 

it makes retirement planning impossible for me (can’t invest in 

foreign index funds due to punitive taxation from the US but 

can’t invest in US index funds because of regulations in my 

country of residence). And even if those kinds of investments 

weren’t punitively taxed, the reporting burden would be a 

nightmare due to differences in how different countries 

document things. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My husband and I have been thrown off our US Mutual fund 

accounts with Fidelity because of being non-resident. 

 

Yet we are not allowed (de facto) to invest in our country of 

residence. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Our bank doesn't like the amount of money we have in savings, 

but short of property, there's nowhere else to put it. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California FATCA has made it impossible to invest in any financial assets 

in Europe. The only investment possibilities are zero-interest 

bank savings accounts. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I deliberately pass on potential investments and keep my funds 

in cash just so that I don't have any tax compliance issues. In 

most cases the tax compliance fees and overhead much offsets 

any gains from the investments, especially under the current low 

rate environment. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania * It is difficult to find tax advising that can properly reconcile 

my US and Netherlands taxes, mostly due to working for a 

company that grants equity as part of payment. 

 

* My tax compliance costs are higher for both US and 

Netherlands filing than if I was non-US living in NL or simply 

living in US. 

 

* I am unable to purchase life insurance in the Netherlands due 

to PFIC rules. 

 

* I am unable to will my estate to my non-US partner without 

punitive taxation.  

 

* I cannot keep my investments in the country I live in (due to 

FATCA restrictions at banks / PFIC rules). 

 

* I cannot have a Dutch pension account, but my non-US 

income makes it difficult to contribute to an IRA in the US. 

 

* I can’t have EU domiciled investments, but US brokerages 

will close my investment account if the know I live in Europe. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland In 2017, my mother died and I had to pay US inheritance tax on 

the balance of her pension that went to me. It kicked me into a 

new tax bracket because it was combined with my salary 

overseas and considered "income". I owed thousands of dollars 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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to the IRS in addition to the income tax I pay in the country 

where I currently live.  

 

In 2018, upon the sale of my mother's home, I had to pay 

thousands of dollars in US taxes. Despite the fact that the 

property was entirely in her name and there was no profit to me 

from the property sale because she was underwater with the 

mortgage, I still had to pay it. 

 

In 2019, my father died and I had to pay US inheritance tax on 

his small IRA (just over US$5,000) that went to me. It kicked 

me into a new tax bracket because it was combined with my 

salary overseas and considered "income". I owed thousands of 

dollars to the IRS. I also pay income tax in the country where I 

currently live. I am an only child, so I've had to travel to the US 

numerous times to deal with these issues at an additional 

personal cost.  

 

I have also stayed up many late nights due to the time difference 

in an effort to get IRS employees on the phone to discuss the 

various forms and filing procedures for my situation.  

 

The tax bills added stress to my already profound grief. I'm 

terrified of what my 2020 tax bills might be.  
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas Every year I dread having to fill in my tax forms for the 

American government. The instructions are very complicated 

and without any education in tax law (despite having a master's 

degree) I find the explanations confusing and very stressful. I 

have considered having my tax forms filled in by a professional, 

but they are very expensive, and seeing as I always owe nothing, 

that does not make sense to me. It frustrates me that the 

American government is the only country (with the exception of 

one African country, I believe) that forces this regulation on 

their citizens living abroad. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I have felt frustration in repeatedly and yearly looking up and 

reporting the same bank accounts over and over. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut My current situation is, I do my IRS and FBAR reporting to the 

best of my ability every year without paying any consultants and 

hope that I am complete and correct. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Living under a cloud that the US government could one day say 

I am not compliant and maybe have never been. 

 

In 2015 I discovered that I was no longer US Tax compliant, 

despite filling my taxes annually faithfully (copy / paste) the 

same forms annually adjusting numbers to current year values. 

Never reading up on changes in US tax law, and always coming 

to zero due to US government. In 2017/2018 I did my best to 

rectify and catch up to be US tax compliant. Never get 

confirmation back for US government that forms are received 

and accepted/rejected. Not a very user-friendly method. 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia When I left the U.S. 20 years ago, this topic was hardly known. I 

in-fact, did not realise I still had to file U.S. taxes, nor did the 

professional tax preparer in my new home country. It came to 

light around 2014, and I paid a lot of money to get in-line again. 

I appreciate the "anti-money-laundering" factor, but why do such 

laws always seem to hurt the average hard-working person? The 

government should Tax big business more fairly. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I own a business and I pay taxes in the Netherlands. I do not owe 

anything in the US as I don't own enough to trigger paying taxes 

as I have limited assets. Paying $600 per year for a tax return is 

not something that I can afford and I've been late multiple times 

as I have to do my local taxes before I can complete my 

American taxes. It's been stressful for me and my partner trying 

to deal with taxes for a country that we owe no taxes for. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Filing US taxes from abroad is expensive and tedious, and I end 

up owing nothing in taxes. I also find it ridiculous to have to 

report my non-US spouse’s income as well. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It costs so much and is so time consuming and I also have to file 

taxes in the Netherlands. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky I moved abroad in 2015 to the Netherlands. For a while I paid 

professionals (often US based and for large fees) to help me fill 

out tax forms to the US even though I owed no taxes to the US. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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My wife has more complicated taxes as she runs a business from 

the Netherlands but who receives a portion of her profits from 

US based companies. Since we have started filing jointly, this 

has impacted me. Finding competent tax help is nearly 

impossible and frequently expensive. Many tax mistakes have 

been made which have cost us. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have difficulty finding professionals to help complete my tax 

forms. I am on the phone several times for more than an hour 

each time asking for help with my tax returns. The cost to 

complete the tax forms is very high. I am extremely stressed 

when April comes around - I have difficulty completing the tax 

forms on my own, but also have difficulty paying fees for 

someone to complete the forms for me. This cause loss of sleep, 

loss of appetite and other health ailments. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Wisconsin  [These policies cause] stress in my family. 

 

Knowing I may at any time be subject to IRS investigation 

and/or eventual punishment for any investments made in my 

current country of residency makes me feel like an alien both in 

America and more sadly in my new home country. 

 

I am withholding entering the US tax system both on unofficial 

advice of experts dealing with FATCA but also because I 

believe it to be unethical.  

 

I would like to see it overturned with bipartisan support. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I am in complaint procedures with my bank for more than 2 

years now. 

 

The bank will close my accounts before the end of this year 

because I am not willing to give them a SSN or CLN (which I do 

not have and do not want to do a request for.) 

 

I feel I am blackmailed by my bank, robbed by the US and 

neglected by my Dutch government. 

 

My former feeling of pride on the fact I was born in the US has 

been changed to anger, fear and hate. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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The daily stress I have is huge, I have many sleepless nights. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I closed one bank account myself because the bank in question 

displayed my US social security number prominently both in my 

online banking account and in hard-copy statements. I attempted 

to convince them that this was reckless, but to no avail. I 

submitted a grievance to the financial watchdog in my country 

of residence, which went nowhere because I ultimately closed 

the account of my own accord. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I had to close accounts with banks and with investments because 

I am a US citizen. I haven't lived in the US for almost 30 years 

but it still affects me daily! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I have had bank accounts closed recently with a bank I have 

been with for over a decade due to being a US citizen. I am in 

the process of changing banks now. Such a hassle! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I’m not going to describe every single experience, but I’ve been 

abroad for 20 years. Since FATCA I am no longer been able to 

open accounts at other foreign banks and cannot open any sort of 

investment account in the country where I live. I’m afraid of 

having any sort of assets, and stressed that making a mistake will 

cause me to lose my shirt. I am not rich! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I was a holder of a Dutch "Levensloop account" to save for my 

(pre-) pension. Saving into this account for years, one day the 

savings institution (Aegon Bank) announced they were closing 

the account and paying out the account to me. After much 

protest I was able to avoid this situation (2016/7 timeframe). I 

retired end 2017. 

 

In 2019/20 my daughter (dual citizen NL/USA), who had a 

small savings account with Aegon in the Netherlands, was 

informed by Aegon that they were closing her account and 

transferred her funds to her bank account.  

 

My son (dual citizen NL/USA) would like to open an investment 

account, has been denied multiple times by various Dutch 

companied. He is now busy renouncing his US citizenship. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 



 
 

415 
 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I don't have any reason to believe that my banks (in the 

Netherlands, France and Germany) respect the confidentiality of 

the tax information that they are constantly badgering me to 

provide (over and over again). 

 

The investment problems are described above (no investments 

possible, only non-interest bearing savings accounts). 

 

The emotions are extreme annoyance (hatred perhaps) in respect 

of the banks, the US authorities and the foreign governments 

which do nothing to protect their own citizens/taxpayers. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio My bank contacted me because they had registered that I am 

born in Los Angeles. They wanted to know my social security 

number. When I said that I was reluctant to give it to them, they 

informed me that if I refused to give it or did not have it, they 

could no longer be my bank. Luckily, I do have a SSN, so I 

caved in. I am convinced that they share my financial 

information not only with local tax authorities but also with US 

tax authorities. 

 

I find it remarkable that my local bank is willing to operate as 

the assistant of the IRS. 

 

[I feel] powerless, but you might as well complain about the 

weather. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio 1. I was made aware of the new FATCA regime and the fact that 

as an accidental American I was supposed to file income taxes. I 

found a local organization, Americans Overseas, which is run by 

two accidental Americans who happen to be financial specialists. 

They referred me to a tax consultant in Washington DC who 

helped me with the Streamlined Procedure. It cost me $1500; I 

did not have to pay any taxes. 

 

2. Each year in April I spent a weekend filling out a form 1040 

and 2555. I never have had to pay anything. 

 

3. I dread the day that I retire or that I inherit from my parents 

because then I will need the help of a US tax consultant again to 

avoid paying taxes to the US government. 

 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

416 
 

4. The US fiscal regime is irrational, unfair, unjust, moronic and 

like a force of nature. It is simply beyond the pale of any 

feelings -- you might as well complain about the rain. 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I like to have the passport and have the opportunity to be able to 

reside in the U.S. however the tax code is super complex to 

properly comply even if you try to do so. This is very unfair. 

There should be a simplified procedure with a proper free online 

filing tool for citizens abroad. In my current country of residence 

(Netherlands) the annual filing is super simple and at the end of 

the form you know exactly what you have to pay or receive. 

This shows that it could be possible to have a simpler and 

transparent tax code which makes it easy to comply. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I own a business and chose not to create it in a certain form just 

due to a mess with US taxes. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I purposely registered as a sole proprietor, and made my 

business/income smaller just to avoid GILTI, etc. 

 

1. I am scared to grow my business, because of the tax 

ramifications. The IRS has been very unclear on many aspects of 

the new GILTI law, and I feel like the laws can be changed at 

anytime without care or concern how we overseas Americans are 

impacted. It is already difficult trying to be a small business 

owner in a foreign country, but again, my own government treats 

me like a criminal for working.  

 

2. I have lost opportunities to partner with others or gain 

investment to grow my business in new directions because 

having an American passport means nobody wants to deal with 

all the USA govt red tape and threatening language and potential 

fines. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Owning a business outside the US has meant that my tax returns 

are extremely onerous, take 100+ hours to prepare each year and 

still get met with penalties from the IRS claiming I have misfiled 

even when I use CPAs meant to be qualified in expat taxation 

issues. It is very stressful and I will have resort to either 1) to 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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giving my spouse ownership of my business or 2) renouncing 

my US citizenship.  

 

This is in addition to all the penalising measures resulting in 

effective double taxation on capital gains and my non-US 

investments such as so-called PFICs. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Arizona 
As a minority shareholder and owner of a small international 

business in Tech (under 5M annual revenue), the main issue is 

avoiding punitive tax regimes or double taxation. This means 

that the overall taxation could even exceed the overall earnings. 

Specifically where I or my company am a minority shareholder, 

there is always a PFIC risk. We need to take extra measures to 

comply or must renounce business opportunities just because of 

the US tax implications. Where I am a major shareholder, I am 

subject to the nonsense of CFC measures, which do not match 

the requirements of our international business. For example if a 

EU compliant structure results in a CFC generating Subpart F 

revenue I could be taxed without even receiving the distribution 

of profits. GILTI can also be a major issue, creating a double 

taxation.  

 

To be clear I am not speaking about Cayman or Bermuda 

companies, I am referring to simple personal holding structures 

to separate risk of the different business lines, and operating 

companies all in Europe. We have no business in the USA. The 

consequences of being a US person means for my business 

means: 

 

 - Paying US corporate tax advisors to help us structure the 

business so it makes sense and we don't pay more taxes than we 

actually earn. Spending time and money on calls, meetings, with 

tax advisors to check that any simple business decision will not 

have a US consequence. To this regard:  

            i. I have paid between 2014 and 2020 over 20k USD in 

Tax advisors to make sure my corporate structure and any 

business decision is compliant and will not have adverse affects. 

            ii. we are undergoing company reorganization, we will 

be paying this year over 15.000 USD only for US related tax 

advisory.  

 

 - Paying tax advisors every year to help non-US companies 

located outside of the US to comply with US tax code and file its 

reports. Approx between 3.000 to 7.000 USD every year. Please 

note Non US shareholders must pay for US compliance.  

 - if a business opportunity for the company is interesting but it 

is unfeasible according to the US tax regime, not only I but also 

the other shareholders must renounce to the opportunity. (e.g. in 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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2018 we renounced the acquisition of a minority share in a 

startup that would have been beneficial) 

 - Filing a massive amount of Fbars and other documents to the 

US tax and treasury, which can make other shareholders not 

comfortable. Business partners get upset, they feel 

uncomfortable with all these US filings. 

 

The problem in a nutshell (as our US advisors explained), if you 

are Apple or Google you can pay to circumvent all the US rules 

by creating complicated structures, and small businesses like us 

get caught in this mess, and undergo unfair, punitive and double 

taxation. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I transferred ownership of all businesses to my NRA spouse in 

2019, and retain 0% ownership, to avoid any issues. 
Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I purposely had my ownership put just below 10% not to have 

the reporting obligations, and not to put the rest of the company 

at risk. For this, I lost out once the company was acquired due to 

the law in my residing country of not being able to change 

ownership % within a year of the sale transaction. 

 

Selling a company in a foreign country that has no relation or 

connection to the US, nor was started in the US. Had to comply 

and put forth transactional benefit money to pay tax on it 

immediately otherwise penalized in the US for each year I didn't 

declare the money. Ridiculous. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I have chosen not to engage in entrepreneurial opportunities 

overseas because it would be unsustainable due to my US status. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I've had my US bank account try to close my bank account as I 

live abroad, my bank institutions in the Netherlands refuse to 

work with me as I am a US citizen, and I was also denied a 

mortgage from most Dutch financial companies due to being a 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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US citizen. No other country has this issue. It's infuriating and 

stressful. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I have a mortgage on my home outside of the US. I was 

extremely limited in the lenders who would agree to work with 

me because I am a US citizen. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky Recently, my wife and I applied for a mortgage. As US citizens 

we had to go through a special procedure that citizens of other 

countries do not. We had to provide substantially more 

documentation and the initial sum we were told we would 

receive was refused to us. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have experienced financial hardship because I had to hire 

someone to file my US taxes for the past 4 years and FBARs. 

Also I have terrible guilt feelings for bringing children into the 

world where they have to file taxes in a country that they have 

never lived or worked simply because I was born in the US. 

They have been to the States for a total of 6 weeks in their entire 

life. They have been extremely stressed out. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Accidental American I had to lie about my place of birth, then the banker saw on my 

passport that I was born in the USA. He asked me for my US 

passport, I told him, I need to open this account today otherwise 

I will violate the rules of my home country, so he had to open an 

illegal bank account for me with a fake identity, fake place of 

birth. Risking his job and my account could be closed at any 

moment because it was an illegal account. 

 

Requiring papers that I don't even have and cannot get. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut In 2014/5 I had a retirement account with an investment 

institution from my employer (GE) in the Netherlands. There 

was a product to invest extra into a retirement investment 

account. From one day to the next I could not access the account 

online without answering the question "Are you a US Person" as 

NO. I wanted to see the status on my account, so I answered NO. 

Of course they (could have) know(n). My employer (GE) knew I 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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was an American person. I was not the only one, as you can 

imagine.  
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

District of Columbia 
[Being an Accidental American] is enormously stressful. I feel I 

do not have any financial human rights. I thought I had things 

organized for my future but now I am doubting. If I would have 

known I would have planned things very differently. I cannot go 

forward and I cannot go backward. I am trapped and without any 

protection from European government.  

 

How can a person live without a bank account in 2020? 

 

I am an AA without CLN or SSN. Problems of losing bank 

account. Costs too high for getting a CLN and 6 years back of 

tax. Costs tax advisor enormously high and double taxation and 

pfic problem. 

 

Ongoing problems: the bank has let me know (1 year ago after I 

lost my bankcard) that they want to close my account due to not 

having a CLN or SSN and the FATCA law. I thought I was 

going to get a CLN but found out that the costs are enormously 

high 2350 US dollars at US consulate and enormously high costs 

for getting a qualified expert to fill in the forms (6 years 

backward) and have no idea how high the tax will be at the end. 

Even if I wanted to get a CLN at present the consulate has been 

closed since March 2020 and the bank keeps pressurizing. I did 

not know anything about US status and do not have a US 

passport (came to Europe when I was 5 years old and only went 

back for 7 days in 50 years) and invested for my old age in 

shares that I am not allowed to have. The pfic problem. For 

every transaction made in shares the tax advisor needs a special 

form and that is very costly. I am not working the last couple of 

years and have saved money for the future but with all the costs 

you have to pay what will be left. I do not have my own house 

but rent and do not have luxury in my life. But I have received 

an inheritance and just recently a life insurance paid money out. 

I was saving my money to cater for the future. I am worried 

about double taxation and nobody seems to be able to give the 

correct information. Almost 1 1/2 years of stress I feel totally 

run down!! How come the government does not want to change 

the IGA so that we are protected. We are just European citizens 

caught in this horrible mess!! 

 

Under threat of closure of bank account forced to file an official 

complaint against the bank otherwise my account would be 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $0 
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closed. Temporarily kept open until a sort of a court case will be 

held soon.  

 

But have no money to hire a good lawyer and what can I do 

against a bank with a lot of money to hire the best lawyers. A 

lost case from the start. 

 

I do not feel strong to defend my own case against the bank.  

 

Even a basic bank account is denied (European law) as an AA is 

seen as a too big risk for the bank. How can I pay my rent of 

house, insurance, water, electricity, food....... 

The government just drops you as European citizen!! 

 

Ridiculous to hear now that I have invested in shares that now 

seem to be pfic shares. 

costs enormously high to fill in forms, pay for each transaction, 

costs tax advisor very high, US consulate fee high and at present 

closed. One has to make enormous costs just to maybe hear that 

one does not have to pay any tax at all. While one did not know 

anything about this. 

Ridiculous to hear that I will be double taxed as Dutch tax 

system is different than US tax system.  

 

Lower the costs to get a CLN and free AA from paying these 6 

years of tax that one did not know anything about. Many AA 

came to Europe when they were very young and have no links 

with the US and no US passport. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
[As an Accidental American,] I feel criminalized, mostly. Being 

an AA prohibits me to live my life in Europe without extreme 

worries, and renders me unable to plan my (financial) future.  

My emotional connection to the USA is solely related to my 

childhood. I do not intend to ever reside in the USA. 

 

As a recipient of social welfare/subsidies, I fear having to pay an 

excessive amount in additional taxes to the USA on the basis of 

unearned income. 

 

As the daughter of an elderly single mother, I fear having to pay 

an excessive amount in additional inheritance taxes to the USA, 

leaving her lifelong investments, saved for her children and 

grandchildren, unrendable 

 

Above reasons create great stress and anxiety. In the present, as I 

live in financial insecurity (below minimum wages) and 

dependent on social securities from the country where I reside 

and work. For the future, because I cannot assist my elderly 

mother in managing her finances and/or claim any 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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responsibilities over her accounts/investments, as the USA can 

claim taxes over HER (non-US citizen) assets. 

 

I am currently awaiting the resumption of the denouncement 

process by the US Consulate in the Netherlands.  

I wish renunciation were reversible.  

 

If it weren’t for CBT, FATCA, FBAR etc, I would not renounce. 

Unfortunately, I have reached the age, and am in such financial 

circumstances (single, living on partially disability subsidies, 

partially employed) to await any political changes that will 

abolish CBT and other laws relating to US persons living 

abroad, without any professional and financial ties to the USA. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
I'm an Accidental American. 

 

I wanted to open a new bank account in 2018 just to be able to 

help my elderly (non-American) mother. I couldn't open the 

account unless I provided my TIN/SSN. This is plain extortion 

to someone who doesn't even consider herself American, but is 

marked so by the birthplace in the US. The 'US indicia' a red 

light immediately blinks in the very automated banking system 

here. Before FATCA I was treated like every other citizen now I 

have a Scarlet Letter and am being discriminated against. 

 

I have no ties, no family, no assets in the US. Ever since the 

implementation of FATCA and the signed IGA our fundamental 

rights are severely violated and the government here gets away 

with it because of the signed IGA, that apparently gives them a 

legal basis to do so. It's really outrageous that this is even 

possible. The US is a big bully. I've had sleepless nights, lots of 

stress, the first few months after realisation. How can I even pay 

for this (if I wanted to)? How can I even pay the renunciation fee 

which is ridiculously high? How can the US impose its tax law 

on you, a citizen of another country if have never been made 

aware of it (CBT)? How? How? Its so bloody arrogant from the 

US. How dare they! They do so because they can. Now, I'm no 

longer afraid, but just plain mad and I'm putting all my energy in 

the fight against FATCA and CBT, which somehow has a 

calming effect on me. Banks here are now making our lives 

miserable because of FATCA. We don't consider ourselves 

American. Had we been aware of CBT I would have renounced 

in a heartbeat when I reached the age of 18.  

 

I'm really mad at the homeland mentality of most homeland 

Americans and thus politicians. They are either clueless or just 

plain arrogant. The US is not no. 1 in the world. 

 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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[I feel] frustration and anger. Before FATCA I was somewhat 

proud to be born in the US, I'm no longer proud but very angry 

with the US. Really, I never want to visit that country ever 

again. I wish I was born in Canada, just like my older sister. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American  [Being an Accidental American is] the bane of my existence. 

 

I have extreme hatred towards the United States for the 

predicament which I am in. I burned my passport because I 

cannot renounce my citizenship. 

 

- I am non-compliant with the IRS 

- I have no idea what to do about it and cannot afford an 

exorbitant fee for advice 

- No intention to live in the United States but cannot afford to 

relinquish citizenship 

- I feel stressed about the situation and not being able to solve it / 

fear traveling to the United States 

- stuck in a catch-22 of non-compliance unwillingly and unable 

to get out of it 

- constantly need to give my US documents to banks cannot 

open bank accounts / had to lie about my place of birth / bank 

had to open an illegal account for me 

- want to change my place of birth but this is not possible 

- I make 10,000 EUR per year and should not have to live in fear 

of penalties more than my entire year's wage for an unfair and 

ridiculous law not in any other country in the world. 

 

I have tried everything possible to file my back taxes. I make so 

little money I probably would not have to pay anything. But, 

everywhere I look for help I am rejected, nobody answers the 

phone, the website is mysterious and offers no answers, no email 

address is available, the embassy refers me to the website. A tax 

advisor who would help me is too expensive, I cannot afford 

nearly 2000 Euro just to do my taxes. Ridiculous. I try 

everything but there is no solution, I am cursed into non-

compliance even if I spend hours trying to figure out what to do, 

there is no straight-forward advice or answer, only the necessity 

to spend money I do not have. It is extremely stressful. 

 

These obligations should be removed. No other country in the 

world does this. Once you find yourself in the situation of non-

compliance there is nothing you can do to correct it. There 

should at the very least be a service and clear explanation of how 

to do this somewhere on the IRS website - but it is like we don't 

exist. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
As a 63 years old accidental American in the Netherlands I was 

(until 4 years ago) not aware of any Tax obligations in the US.  

CBT, I didn't know what it was and that it even exists. 

 

I never received any information from the US or from the Dutch 

Government about this. 

So I was not able to take this in account while making choices in 

the past. 

 

When I knew, I should have renounced at the age of 18 (many 

years ago) at that time this was free of charge. 

 

Now I am fighting against the US tax obligation I seem to have. 

Also because the income and assets from my spouse will be part 

of my Tax obligations.  

 

The cost for renouncing and the cost for US tax specialists to 

help me with this are must to high. 

 

I think all of this is a great injustice consequence of the search 

for wealthy Americans hiding their money outside the US for tax 

reasons. 

 

This gives me and my family, a lot of stress. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US never 

lived in US  
I hate [being an Accidental American] 

 

The tax is impossible to complete myself as I have no 

comprehension of American tax laws and forms. It is impossible 

to find affordable assistance. Telling America what I make is 

costing thousands of euros for nothing. Just like that, down the 

drain. Money I worked my ass of for to make. Because of this I 

am hating my accidental citizenship (so does my poor mother) 

and I am anything but proud to be an American. 

 

I an currently filing a streamlined procedure for the past years 

and waiting to send it in till I get my SSN. I would like for the 

criminal law telling us Dutch people with an American parent to 

file taxes to America to be banned. It is completely ridiculous 

and they have no right to the hard-earned money we make in the 

Netherlands. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Arizona 
PERSONAL FINANCE: 

 - I was denied my "director" pension in Italy. Italian law 

requires "dirigenti" to be rewarded with an extra pension, which 

is detracted from salary and paid directly by the employer to the 

fund. After four and a half years of the company contributing to 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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the fund (2011 - 2015) the fund denied me the accumulated 

funds due to US Taxation. (Approx 21.500 USD) 

 - I have been denied a personal banking account because I am a 

US person and "I cost too much". Alternatively banks have 

discrimanted saying they would accept me as a US person only 

if I purchase certain services or only if I deposit a minimum 

large amount (e.g. 200k Euro)  

 - A bank forgot to send me the W9 form, then when they 

remembered they said it was too late and threatened to block my 

account permanently (with most of my savings). 

 - I cannot invest via US Banks because due to BSA they do not 

accept US persons living outside the US, but oddly they accept 

non US persons living outside the US. I have enquired both with 

Schwabbs and Fidelity. Italians living in Italy can invest, 

americans living in the US can invest. Americans living in Italy 

cannot. It's funny also that the service desk person at fidelity told 

me that they allow Qatarians living in Qatar to invest.  

 - I cannot invest in ETFs, mutual funds etc in Europe or outside 

of US due to PFIC rules and FATCA.  

 - It is extremely difficult to get a mortgage because banks don't 

want to give mortgages to US persons. This makes it almost 

impossible to buy a house.  

 - My bank, as an exception, and entirely at my own risk will 

allow me to their trading desk, but: they cannot offer me any 

type of fund, of guided investment and portfolio. I must invest at 

my own risk only on individual stocks and bonds (which of 

course doesn't allow great portfolio diversification). 

 - I pay thousands of dollars every year to file my returns 

 - spend hours preparing my Fbars, and most banks don't tell you 

how much each account reached, so I must put the transactions 

on excel, and it is not the best way to spend your weekend.  

 - I am postponing marriage just to avoid this nightmare for my 

partner.  

 

CONSEQUENCES 

The consequences of this have been devastating. These are just a 

few: 

 - I took a risky decision to leave a director position in a large 

company and to create my own business. I should worried about 

the business, instead the business does great, and the biggest 

worry is US taxation. I have considered abandoning my life long 

dream of building my own business only for all the issues the 

US has caused me. 

 - It is extremely difficult to plan for the future. Basically as a 

USP abroad you can only save cash, and this is not the way to 

plan for getting old and retiring. Or, if you are rich enough, you 

can pay for an expensive financial advisor with US person 

expertise (not my case).  

 - It is always in the back of my head. Every decision, business 

or personal, it is always what will the US tax consequence be. If 
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I get married, If I move to live in another country, if I shut down 

the business, If want to buy a house.  

 - There have been fights with my business partners, because 

they are affected by this too. I am also forced to compensate 

them for the extra hassles the situation forces upon them. 

 - I wake up at night, I am so stressed about all the consequences 

this is having on my life, it is creating an enormous sense of 

anxiety.  

 - I feel treated as criminal (just look at the FBAR form with 

written huge “Financial Crimes Enforcement”), as if I must 

defend myself as a criminal from a country, that isn't even my 

own country. 

 - I feel a great sense of insecurity, I am constantly worried. If by 

any chance I do something wrong, my bank can block all my 

funds. This US issue can affect my business, my only source of 

income, and source of income of another 16 people between 

partners and staff. 

 - This whole situation makes me angry, it is unfair. The US 

gave me nothing. I have not lived in the US and don’t intend to. 

I don’t use their infrastructure, their bridges, their roads, their 

social security, their government services or their hospitals. I 

don’t owe them anything, they are not entitled to anything from 

me.  
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I wrote the IRS recently after receiving a stimulus check. The 

laws where I live have changed and the banks here do not cash 

in these checks any more, except for one and they are stopping 

this at the end of the year as well. Not even American banks 

abroad will cash these checks. I have called and written asking 

to please transfer these funds electronically but get no response. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan It was very difficult to get into contact with the IRS. 

I never got them on the phone and since I didn’t have to pay 

taxes I removed the app. 

 

They don't really answer emails so I never was able to 

communicate with them so I just did my best on my filing. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia No issues. I did not ever actually speak with anyone. The tools 

are useful. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Service was ok if you could get someone on the phone. 
Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington The IRS absolutely does not provide sufficient support for US 

taxpayers living overseas, incredibly useless. I moved overseas, 

and needed to close my LLC registered in the USA. Because the 

fines which the IRS threatens to levy on overseas Americans are 

frightening, I wanted to make sure I filled out the forms 

correctly, and after poring over the instructions and 

recommended publications, I still had a few questions, so I 

called the international tax payer phone number, but when I 

finally got someone on the phone, they said they were unable to 

assist me, because there was no more funding to keep the IRS 

staff educated on the highly complex laws created for overseas 

Americans, so they were unable to answer any of my questions, 

because they themselves found the subject so complicated, that 

they couldn't answer.  

 

If the IRS staff do not feel competent to understand their own 

laws, how can they expect normal, non-tax expert, working 

Americans who live overseas to understand the laws? And 

especially, why does the IRS think it is acceptable to threaten 

criminally high fines for any honest or minor mistake made on 

the forms, if they themselves cannot even advise their own 

citizens how to fill out the forms correctly? 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have been assessed tax penalties on a tax return that was 

prepared by a CPA. Both my CPA and tax advisor disagree with 

the assessment. I had to call up [the IRS] to deal with it and the 

people I’ve spoken to have been very confusing in their 

responses. One had me on the phone for an hour going through 

the 1040 instructions manual before giving up and saying she 

also didn’t understand where the penalties were coming from. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I phoned when I was charged $20,000 in the wrong. They helped 

me to figure out how to fight this. It was very stressful. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine Yes, called [the IRS], and they were very helpful. 
Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland In 2018, I spent two hours on hold with the IRS attempting to 

resolve a tax issue that could only be resolved by post. It was 

infuriating to my partner, who is a foreign national, that the IRS 

made it so difficult for me and these things were not accessible 

digitally. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Twice I have made errors in my tax return and had been 

informed that I owed thousands of dollars. Both times these 

notices arrived AFTER THE DUE DATE and with late payment 

penalties also to be charged. Both times I called the IRS. The 

IRS representatives were both times extremely helpful. One time 

the representative fixed the problem on-line and sent me a 

notification in the mail of the change and confirmation that no 

monies were due. The other time the IRS representative walked 

through the forms I needed to fill in to fix my error. I was then 

given an extension to allow for my posting of the 1040X.  

 

I am just frustrated that there is no feedback loop from the 

government to say [something] has been received, reviewed or 

accepted (or any of the 3). This hangs over your head like a 

thunderstorm. Very one-sided. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio The thing I find disconcerting about the IRS: they never 

acknowledge receipt of anything. I have no idea whether they 

believe I am in good standing or whether they have me listed as 

to be detained indefinitely should I visit the US in the future. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I attempted to set up an IRS online account, but it doesn’t take 

foreign addresses. During COVID, this has prevented me from 

obtaining tax transcripts. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I call the IRS every year - the department for filing foreign tax 

returns. They will answer my questions, but I have to complete 

my tax returns before I speak with them. They will not walk you 

through the entire process. I do not think the support is 

sufficient. I am always stressed and sometimes (yes) the IRS 

employee yells at me. I am not an expert in taxes and have 

extreme difficulty with completing my forms, but cannot afford 

someone to complete them for me. I have shared the cost of 

having someone complete the forms for me and the IRS 

employee is always shocked at the cost. In the end, my forms are 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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completed, but sometimes mistakes are still made and I have to 

refile - which is extremely stressful. 
 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I received a letter from the IRS saying that I owed almost 20,000 

US dollars in back taxes. I had to spend 500 dollars for a tax 

advisor to prove that I didn't owe a single penny. That was 

extremely expensive and very stressful.  

 

I now pay close to 500 dollars a year for my US taxes to be 

done. It is very stressful every year, in addition to all of the tax 

forms for my country where I am a resident. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The fact that I am an American citizen has made it impossible to 

invest money in any securities account in the country that I live 

in. This seems to be unfair and makes me feel very frustrated, to 

the point of considering denouncing my American citizenship. 

The same applies to my children, who were not born in the 

United States, but are US citizens. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California In 2011 I learned that an international organization (affiliated 

with the United Nations but not having the United States as a 

member) would not hire me as an American citizen because of 

the US tax implications. 

 

Over the past few years I have had to pay (high) tax return 

preparation fees not only in respect of the countries in which I 

have been living (Germany and the Netherlands) but also the 

United States. Of course, I am unable to fill out the IRS tax 

return correctly: it ends up being 25 pages long and 

incomprehensible. 

 

For over 10 years now I have been prevented from investing in 

any financial assets in Europe and have been forced to keep all 

surplus funds in low- or no-interest-bearing bank accounts. This 

appears to be primarily a reflection of the spinelessness and 

cowardice of European banks (my experience extends to France, 

Germany and the Netherlands) but it would not exist without 

gross over-reaching on the part of the US authorities. 

 

The annoyance of all this leads me to feelings of enmity towards 

the US and to serious consideration of the renunciation option. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois I really have no idea if I am compliant, and I really don't care 

either. Should the state of affairs in the USA not take a turn for 

the better, I will most likely renounce my citizenship. Being an 

American outside of America is no longer safe, and has no 

benefits moving forward. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
Renouncing was sad but necessary, like a divorce from someone 

you still love but is abusive. I would love, if citizenship-based 

taxation ends, for any new legislation to include an opportunity 

to get citizenship back. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Can’t open a bank account in America or invest in securities in 

America need an American address! Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The local Dutch banks will discontinue processing checks as of 

2021. And the IRS will only deposit refunds in a US-based bank 

account. I am experiencing difficulties finding an affordable US-

based bank that will allow me to open a checking account from 

overseas (The Netherlands). 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have managed to maintain an investment account in the US, 

but my broker has warned me never to reveal to the 

conglomerate that administers my funds the fact that I do not 

and have not live in the US for more than forty years. The 

account would otherwise be terminated, in addition to the fact 

that EU residents are forbidden under EU law from participating 

in US-based ETFs. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Medicare and other public benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa Being single and with no other income I find it difficult having 

to pay US taxes when I already pay high Dutch taxes in the Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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 Netherlands. I am not receiving any US benefits financially from 

living and working overseas. 
 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Remove the burden of mandated reporting to the US tax system. 
Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I have no problem with USA taxation it just little time 

consuming. I am in a low-income bracket so it’s easy to fill out 

the forms. I play the game well and my spouse collects SS and 

we both received coronavirus money. Waiting for the next one. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California These laws should only be applied to big business people, 

people involved in large financial transactions, not ordinary 

working class people like my children and myself. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am extremely angry that people like me and my innocent adult 

children are confronted with this ridiculous policy. 

Obviously I want this US thievery to stop and this policy to be 

abolished. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

California 
1. FATCA should only be imposed on the really wealthy US 

Persons, the FATcats, not on average Joes. 

2. CBT should be changed to RBT immediately. 

3. Renunciation fee should be lowered substantially 

immediately. 

4. Accidentals shouldn't need to comply with US tax laws. We 

pay plenty tax where we live. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I want to be and do the best I can with all my taxes. 

If you don't do away with it, please make it easier. 

 

It feels like it could be so much easier, it IS easier in the 

Netherlands, and it could be online instead of having to mail it. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 



 
 

432 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Make it so Americans can be supported in other countries. The 

FATCA, IRS... have other financial institutions so uptight. 

Americans are like the skunk at a lawn party. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The IRS needs to change its money deposit policy to include 

refund deposits into foreign bank accounts. I have to provide 

details about my foreign bank accounts via FBAR forms so the 

IRS is already aware of the existence of such accounts. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I fully subscribe to the notion that it is a legitimate endeavor to 

pass legislation aimed at cornering tax evaders. I am not against 

the OECD's CRS or its predecessor FATCA. I am, however, 

very much against the article 4 provisions in multiple tax treaties 

by which the treaty partners of the US acquiesce to allowing 

their own their own taxpayers to be treated as US tax subjects.  

Since the US is clearly not interested in amending its tax 

legislation to exclude non-residents from being categorized as 

tax subjects, there will be no easy fix. Would it be fair if, let's 

say Ireland/the UK/Italy/Germany/Norway etc., passed 

legislation by which persons who emigrated from those states to 

the US, their progeny and the progeny thereof were subject to 

tax in those states? There would be an uproar. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I understand the idea behind FATCA. 

I do support the idea that citizens should pay tax. 

I don't agree that people who left the US as a baby/child should 

pay tax to the US. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I would like to not be treated as a criminal because I work and 

live outside of the USA. I would like to not have the added stress 

and expense of filing informational tax returns with the IRS, 

when I will never earn enough money to pay taxes there. 

 

I would like to have the basic human right of preparing for my 

retirement, and not be penalized by the US government because 

I want to have enough pension income to survive on. 

 

No other civilized country subjects their citizens to these insane 

and invasive tax requirements. I can't even believe the US 

government thinks its ok to treat its citizens in such an inhumane 

way. There is no excuse to not switch to residence-based 

taxation.  

 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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But, at the very least, we should not have to report FBAR and 

FATCA for money held in our countries of residence, and 

GILTI should have a minimum threshold for reporting, so it 

doesn't affect small business, and those of us who do not make 

enough income to ever pay taxes in the US, should have simple 

EZ type form to fill out, so we don't have to pay hundreds of 

dollars to specialized accountants just to inform the US 

government every year that we are poor. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see CBT (and FBAR/FATCA) abolished and 

would like to be free of all interference by the United States (and 

its lackeys the European banks) in my financial life. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Citizenship based taxation needs to end. I don’t see any other 

way I am going to be able to remain an American citizen. Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut It is very frustrating that we have to file taxes in the US and in 

the Netherlands each and every year. It is frustrating to spend all 

of the time and money to have to do this. It is frustrating that I 

can only invest in the US. The US makes it very difficult to be 

an expat. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I do not feel that there is any representation in the Netherlands. 

Though Americans Overseas is present, they make a good living 

off of referring us to Tax Professionals. Hence, I do not consider 

they can be objective and find it offensive that the Dutch 

Government has confirmed them as our local representative 

when they are a paid organization. No offense - they are good 

people - but that doesn't make them an independent 

representative. 

 

I am also extremely upset that only Accidentals seem to matter 

any longer. I want to see a complete turn to Resident Based 

Taxation in ALL related laws, including the Patriot Act, OFAC, 

etc. Current programs are not sufficient. Otherwise, we will 

always be limited by overreach of US law. 

 

I also believe we can legally fight this overseas if we stop just 

letting a few voices and perspectives steal the spotlight. It is 

awfully difficult for some of us to get our voices through, 

particularly if we don't wish to identify as Accidentals here.  

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois I must hire an accountant to do my IRS paperwork, the laws are 

poorly written, and randomly enforced. I wish to be free of all 

economic entanglements with the USA. There are only two 

countries on the planet that enforce taxation to citizens living 

abroad, the USA is one of them! This is antiquated thinking and 

needs to be changed. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I'm over it. I already pay high taxes in my country of residence. 

Paying US taxes is a nightmare that I'm not keen to continue. If 

the laws changed I would be overjoyed! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I had no idea until this year that I had to file FBARs. That was 

not made clear to me until I received an email from the consulate 

about penalties. That was this year! So I filed for all years that I 

could being as accurate as possible but who knows what will 

happen now. I think it’s really unfair and would like to see this 

abolished. Also double taxation. Put an end to it! I have no ties 

the States. I’m just here minding my own business! 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I don't see any value in FBAR or FATCA as those do not 

necessarily imply any taxes. I feel like it is breach of privacy. 

Furthermore, it is unfair to be taxed outside of US as I am not 

using any public infrastructure or have access to social security 

system of the US. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Taxation based on nationality rather than source of earned 

income places an extra and unnecessary burden on American 

citizens living abroad. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Arizona 
What I would like to see: 

 - In the first place, Citizen Based Taxation is wrong. You pay 

taxes where you live because you use the services of the country 

that hosts you. This is the first and most important thing, change 

to RBT. 

 - FATCA is wrong, it is a breach of human rights. It means 

financial exclusion, discrimination and an incredible intrusion of 

privacy. Fatca must be repealed.  

 - PFIC is wrong, it is an unfair competition measure to give an 

unfair advantage to US funds, that creates enormous issues due 

to how the law can affect small businesses. It is also unfair for 

US residents that have less opportunities to invest outside of the 

US. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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 - BSA has to be reformed, allowing non US residents to have 

accounts in the US, and making it simpler for banks to comply.  

 - Most regulations of the CFC have to be changed, as many 

make no sense. Specifically concerning Subpart F for Foreign 

Passive Holding Company Revenue, Services Revenue as these 

have enormous consequences on normal (compliant) 

international business structures (e.g. on intercompany services, 

normal consulting services etc). 

 

Maybe the only other way to approach this is to approach the 

foreign governments. Despite the auditions not having a great 

impact on the EU Commission, different local initiatives in 

France and in Germany (e.g. for breach of privacy GDPR) have 

had some resonance. If one country will ever stand up to 

FATCA maybe others would too.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I would like the American tax system to be based on residence, 

like all civilized nations on Earth, and stop being such a third-

world country. (I read that only Eritrea and the USA have a 

citizen-based fiscal system). 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California FATCA is not the issue, worldwide taxation based on citizenship 

is the issue. FATCA is just the compliance mechanism, like 

1099 reporting. Getting rid of it does not do anything to fix the 

taxation problems we face. Focusing on repealing FATCA is 

taking attention away from the real issues. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Regular citizens should not be taxed or required to file if they 

don't earn or have assets in the US. Taxation based on residency 

like other normal countries. 

 

Legislation that is favorable for investments and retirement and 

can be carried by person regardless of country. EU is starting to 

be as draconian as US. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois [I would like to see] FATCA and FBAR discontinued, and the 

end of CBT. There is no reason that CBT should still exist when 

194 countries out of 196 don't have it. It's byzantine and based 

on feelings dating back to the Civil War. I haven't lived in the 

US for 10 years, don't own property there, kids weren't born 

there, etc. Ridiculous I have to look over my shoulder and pay 

double tax accountants & lawyers yearly to file for something I 

don't owe anything on, nor does the US deserve a cut of. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania * US taxation should become residency based; I should not owe 

money to the US government while living in Europe . 

 

* FATCA must be fully repealed / made non-applicable for 

Americans living abroad. 

 

* The EU must be recognized as a country of residence for tax 

purposes due to the amount of cross-border financial services 

that happen here due to “passporting.” 

 

* The State Department must encourage local market regulators 

on how to interpret and communicate improvements/relaxations 

of restrictions. No financial institution will take the time / risk to 

research a relaxation of rules.  

 

* FBAR reporting should stop. It’s not too difficult, but it’s 

pointless paperwork. 

Resident of: Netherlands 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Felt this issue hanging over my head. Finally entered the tax 

system because my child was moving back the States for Uni. So 

much stress... Needed to pay an accountant who fortunately 

figured out a way to explain away my involvement in my 

husband's business. But the whole process is expensive and 

stressful. And annual. And thinking of the future, with our home, 

is stressful. My husband is penalised by me being a US citizen. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I find it massively confusing to figure out how to handle taxes in 

two countries, esp as they have different tax years (they are not 

both based on the calendar year). 

 

[I have had many problems linked to US taxation] within the last 

four years. I felt confused, overwhelmed, sad, frustrated b/c I am 

longing for fairness, financial wellbeing, and clarity. 

 

I just find it confusing to even know what FATCA and all the 

rest of it means for me. I experience major stress wondering if I 

am following all the rules. On the other hand, I also sometimes 

wonder if I am spending way more money than I need to on 

taxes and tax preparation out of fear of doing it wrong. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As a US citizen living permanently in New Zealand, I have been 

dealing with the unfortunate situation of being taxed twice on all 

my self-employed income. The tax accountants I spoke to here 

in Auckland were unable to assist me in improving my situation 

and the tax accountants specializing in US taxes for expats 

charge exorbitant fees. My tax situation has been a source of 

stress and anxiety. The Fbar filing rules make me hesitant to 

ever go beyond owning more than US $10 000 at any one time 

in the bank as I do not wish to make my tax filing process any 

more complicated than it already is, given that I cannot currently 

pay someone to file my taxes for me. I would be hugely grateful 

for the double-taxation issue to be amended so that those of us 

who are expats living permanently outside of the US can go 

about our lives without the additional stress of complicated and 

unaffordable US-based taxation in these already stressful times. 

Thank you for your efforts in being of assistance to those of us 

for whom this has been a problem for some time. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
Onerous reporting requirements each year are the bane of my 

existence. The constant worry that something may be either 

reported incorrectly which could trigger an audit and/or IRS 

penalty. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I disagree that I, my spouse, and my bank should be required to 

report my assets to the US Government. As for taxes, my 

husband, our house, our retirement savings and our income have 

nothing to do with the US. Further, the time, expense, stress, and 

imagined guilt I feel while going through the ridiculous process, 

when I owe NOTHING, am hiding nothing, and have a simple 

part time job is incredibly frustrating. I pay taxes in my home, 

my new country of 30 years. Why on earth do I need to do this? 

And the dread I feel about the possibility the IRS could claim 

large amounts from my retirement fund, or any inheritance or 

winnings I might gain terrifies me. Although I value my right to 

vote in federal elections, I otherwise have no benefit from my 

US citizenship, and would give that up. I have not even been 

there for four years. No other country requires this. The IRS 

should find a way to target individuals and companies who are 

avoiding legitimate taxes, yes, but it would be so simple to 

exclude people with no ties, no US interests, and modest 

incomes. It's degrading, totalitarian, infuriating, unfair and a 

horrible statement about the US Government's treatment of its 

citizens. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am concerned my bank will decide not to allow US citizens 

anymore due to extra filing requirements. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
I am a retired 74-year-old single expat American, living on my 

own in New Zealand and I am having difficulty both cognitively 

and emotionally with continuing to cope with the complexities 

and the demands of reporting and paying tax on worldwide 

income to two countries with different definitions of taxable 

income and different means of calculating that income. The 

anxiety it creates every year to get it right is overwhelming and 

it is affecting my mental health. I can't keep doing this and I 

cannot afford to give up my US citizenship. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I was unaware of tax implications for a foreign family trust 

which only holds our family home. Lack of availability of 

knowledgeable and accessible US tax accountants/financial 

advisors in my country of residence resulted in a very drawn out 

and costly process to rectify this, involving a costly US lawyer. I 

felt vulnerable to financial exploitation because of my position 

and lack of options. This created an incredible amount of stress, 

fear, sleepless nights. 

 

My husband and I make very financially responsible decisions to 

spend within our means, and live a very modest life. The 

penalties I could have incurred would have significantly set us 

back financially and compromised my ability to afford returning 

to the states to visit family - which is, by itself, devastating for 

me. 

 

I just want to live a modest life with my family, pay taxes once, 

and regularly visit my stateside family. US tax law and lack of 

affordable and accessible accountants makes me live in fear that 

I’ll screw up each tax year and pay some astronomical price. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I have had stress and financial concerns due to having to file two 

different tax returns in two different countries, and US taxes are 

due before the other fiscal year finishes. I have to either wait 

months longer to even file, or estimate and pray that nothing gets 

miscalculated. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

439 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Excessive time, energy, and finances have been expended trying 

to remain compliant with US tax laws. Getting proper advice in 

NZ is extortionately expensive. I have many questions about 

retirement plans. I have been hesitant to start a small sideline 

business as I am worried about double taxation, and financial 

advise exceeds months of expected income. This has all caused a 

lot of unnecessary stress. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I worry about tax implications and refrain from doing things that 

might affect my taxes: ie, I haven't sold any of the stocks/shares 

I own because of the problem of how to deal with capital gains. 

I'm recently widowed and my husband did my returns; now I 

don't know anyone who can do them for me. In addition, I now 

am sole owner of the house we physically built in NZ in the 

1970s so when I sell figuring out the original cost plus added 

capital expenditures will be difficult, to say the least. It keeps me 

awake worrying. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is a very complicated situation that requires very expensive 

services. And being a US citizen severely limits where I can 

invest - right now interest rates where I live are well below 1% 

which does not generate sufficient income to live but I cannot 

invest in other assets (e.g., mutual funds or commercial property 

funds) so I am depleting my capital. I have been very, very 

stressed over the past couple of years and find the US position to 

be illogical and cruel. The US gets it domestically - if I move 

from NY to CA I do not continue to pay NY taxes as I am now a 

resident of CA. Why is that different than residing a foreign 

country where I pay taxes for services I use? I think it is simply 

a revenue grab from people who cannot afford all the expensive 

accountants and lawyers. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon [These policies cause] extreme stress. I am consistently worried 

about fees and penalties and whether or not I have done things 

correctly. It’s difficult to understand the particulars for our 

situation. I am worried about our future, as simple things like 

starting a business, saving for retirement and owning a home are 

all subject to tax and it’s terrifying to not put my name on things. 

It definitely causes added stress to our marriage. 

 

It’s a mess. I had lived overseas for 15 years and 2 years ago 

returned to the US with my family. We have since left again and 

do not plan on returning. I feel obtaining my children’s 

citizenship and my husband a green card has cost us so much 

more than what it’s worth. We are renouncing his green card 

which took so long to get. I’m concerned for my children and 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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the obligations this will put on them. We are constantly and 

consistently worried about the implications of this system. We 

will have to put everything in my husband’s name. I am unsure 

how to best set up my business over here. I can’t sign up for the 

retirement scheme. It’s all very stressful and overwhelming. 

 

These experiences are ongoing. It’s a constant source of stress 

for me and my partner. He would prefer me to renounce my and 

our children’s citizenship because of these costs and obligations 

to a country we don’t live in. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is stressful to prepare for US taxation. First it is expensive to 

have the accountant prepare all the necessary forms such as the 

FATCA form plus others. The information I must prepare for 

taxes in my resident country requires me to break down my 

income and expenses for my resident taxation year (April thru 

March). My resident tax forms must first be done in order to 

prepare my US taxes which is done by calendar year (same as 

fiscal year). I pay taxes to my resident country for my worldwide 

income first then I get credit on my US taxes for taxes paid in 

my resident country. It is all very frustrating and time 

consuming and takes a lot of time in calculating data for each 

country. Why do I have to pay taxes for income I made in my 

resident country? I don't mind paying taxes on income earned 

from the US such as my pensions, but not for income elsewhere.  

 

I know there are many people who are not compliant with their 

taxes to the US and I don't blame them, even tho I am compliant.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am very worried. I sent my streamlined filing in to the IRS 

several months ago and have never heard back. I am terrified 

that the IRS will claw back a huge portion of my and my 

husband's retirement savings or my children's investment 

savings (my family have never lived in the US but are 

Americans through me). I don't know how we are supposed to 

save for our retirement without being disadvantaged.  

 

We live in NZ and pay all our taxes here and it is not fair that the 

US tries to take more of our money when we as a family have 

never lived there (I am the only one who lived in the US and I 

left as a teenager). 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota As I'm getting more successful in my career, hoping to buy a 

house, and growing my family - I'm constantly worried about the 

financial implications of being a US citizen and what that 

restricts me from doing... Or if I'll be penalized in retirement. I 

can't get straight answers about things and I worry for my kids. I 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 



 
 

441 
 

want them to be able to travel and work freely in the US if they 

want to! Half of their family lives there. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa We can’t participate in Kiwi Saver due to tax implications and 

can’t invest in the US accounts because we don’t have US 

income so we are constantly stressed about how to plan for 

retirement.  

 

And on top of it all, we worry that if we get something wrong on 

our taxes by mistake and the IRS even thinks we owe money, 

they will put a hold on our passport. 

 

From my position, wealthy Americans can go from country to 

country and hide their assets and live great lives and I am 

perpetually punished just for being an American living overseas 

with my family. And it upsets me that my American citizen 

children will have these same banking and tax complexities if 

the system doesn’t change. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am so frustrated. I want to open a business or nonprofit but 

can’t because the tax/financial issues make it an insurmountable 

endeavor. Tax filing is an annual headache and my husband 

hates it and we fight over it. The US citizen tax burden 

overshadows everything in my financial life. I can’t invest in 

any retirement so will be totally screwed down the line. I hate 

everything about this. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I hate it. I hate that I am penalised for being American. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
I feel like I am unfairly being treated with suspicion. threatened 

with sanctions, and have had US accountants repeatedly express 

frustration - at me - for the time it takes to learn the specifics of 

the US/NZ Treaty and the different ways that each country 

defines and assesses "taxable income".  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I simply think expats are given the shaft - if we could form a 

voting block (9 million of us) maybe then Congress would take 

us seriously & respond to our needs. But we are all labeled rich 

fat cats escaping taxes which is utter BS. Any seriously rich 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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person would have the resources to run circles around the IRS, 

we are just the poor middle class schmucks that they can claw 

revenue back from with outrageous fines & penalties. The US 

has or is losing much of its “soft power” in terms of expats 

positively representing the US in our countries...most expats I 

talk with these days can’t wait to leave or renounce. 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Recently, my husband and I decided we wanted to buy a house 

and have been fighting bad about what that would mean for me. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I can’t be self-employed, be in a trust or invest in foreign 

retirement investments so my retirement planning and security is 

at risk. I want to be able to plan for my retirement while living 

overseas. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
With living abroad, you live in fear if you want to participate in 

other financial instruments in the host country. I joined the 

national retirement scheme without realizing how the IRS would 

treat this and now it has become a financial burden reporting 

this. The IRS is far-reaching in its efforts and completely unfair. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Not able to join retirement savings plan as it will cause too much 

complication and expense filing US taxes. 

 

Possibility of phantom gains on foreign property. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My husband and I are in the lower middle class (gymnastics 

coaches). We don’t make enough to have major issues with 

taxes annually currently, but we definitely feel caught in trying 

to save for retirement.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am unable to participate in a foreign pension plan overseas as 

the US government considers it a PFIC. Ad someone who is a Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 low wage earner how am I meant to save for my retirement? I 

cannot afford a tax preparer to assist me in investing in other 

ways and so I've had to bypass what is available to me here. It 

has also made my partner weary of marrying me and made 

buying a home seem incredibly complex. It's also meant that 

though I would like to work for myself and own a business 

abroad I don't do so as I fear the tax implications. It's honestly 

stressful enough to make me want to renounce. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I don’t live in the US and I’m not registered to vote. I make 

about $50k. Why am I subjected to all of these filing 

requirements? It’s expensive and I don’t make investments 

because the US tax implications will wipe out any gains. My 

kids are US citizens and I dread when they will start work. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I need to keep saving for retirement and had considered using 

KiwiSaver once eligible, but hearing stories re: double taxation, 

I am afraid to. I don't know where to turn to get proper advice re: 

taxes.  

 

Honestly, I believe if the US government is going to make US 

citizens pay double tax and insist on us filing taxes, they should 

have tax preparers or helpline for preparers that are experts in 

US and overseas tax laws (obviously a certain number of people 

per country). The average citizen does not understand tax code 

well enough to ensure they've done things correctly. Most of us 

cannot afford to pay exorbitant preparer fees.  

 

The other solution is to stop double taxing us! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have lived overseas since 2000, at age 19. I have always filed 

my taxes but I only recently learned I was doing them wrong 

(not filing FBARs, etc), and I had to pay a tax preparer a lot of 

money to do a multi-year streamlined filing. I am still not sure if 

this has been accepted or if I will be subject to PFIC penalties 

because my retirement account is set up in my country of 

residence (New Zealand).  

 

I am terrified about PFIC penalties as I have always been 

diligent about putting away a portion of my New Zealand 

income into my retirement account here in New Zealand, but I 

understand the IRS can intervene and take something like 50% 

of my retirement savings away. Nobody else in New Zealand 

has this problem-- only Americans.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon FEIE isn't sufficient for people living overseas. Between PFIC 

rules, foreign trust rules, and double taxation, it's impossible to 

save for retirement while abroad. Let alone starting a business... 

We need to end citizenship-based taxation. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Having a foreign 401k type account is a nightmare. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky I have to pay additional taxes to the US because my NZ 

retirement savings plan is not considered like a 401K in the US 

eyes. I can't touch this money until I'm 65. I have no assets in the 

US and have only really ever worked in NZ. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon When I first moved overseas my employer enrolled me into a 

national retirement savings system. Because it is not considered 

a retirement account according to the US tax code, I am severely 

penalized for any growth to this plan. Unfortunately, I can’t 

disenroll as I am already in the system and will end up losing all 

of my employer contributions and interest gains to taxation. And 

that’s before ever making a single withdrawal.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
The US and New Zealand have different tax years (making 

reporting of my NZ income for the US tax year difficult as it is 

reported in NZ based on the NZ tax year) and each country 

imposes an income tax on “income” that is not recognised or is 

not taxed in the other country. 

 

My problem with the complexity of reporting my New Zealand 

income based on the US tax year is ongoing. It is complicated, 

time consuming, expensive...and completely unfair! At my age 

(74) it creates a crisis every year as I struggle to report income 

and tax paid in a different country, with a different tax year, at 

the correct exchange rate, and with different definitions of 

"taxable income" involved. 

 

New Zealand does not have a capital gains tax on either property 

(held for more than three years) or on shares in the stock market. 

Since New Zealand passed the FIF (Foreign Investment Fund) 

Amendment in 2014, shares held in companies not located in NZ 

or Australia are taxed every year - generally based on the lesser 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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of either 5% of the opening value, in NZ dollars, on April first (a 

tax on "deemed"       dividends based on the "fair dividend rate")  

OR on the CV Method (Comparative Value) using the formula  

(Closing value on March 31 in NZD + Gains in NZD) - 

(Opening value in NZD on April 1st + costs in NZD) 

 

Both methods represent an annual income tax on "deemed" 

income or unrealised gains on the same investments that I will 

pay a Capital Gains tax to the US for when those shares are sold 

and a gain is actually made.  

 

The tax was created at the same time that Kiwisaver was created 

by the NZ government for retirement savings in NZ. I believe 

the intention was to bring investment funds 'home' to NZ. 

Unfortunately, as a US citizen, I could not bring my investment 

funds to NZ without paying the maximum Capital Gains tax to 

the USA for the entire lifetime of my investments. That is 

contrary to the intention of the US and NZ Tax Treaty created to 

avoid double taxation.  

 

US accountants I have employed struggle with knowing how to 

report New Zealand FIF income and tax on unrealised, 

"deemed" income (based on my shares held in the US stock 

market) in my USA return, to avoid double taxation. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My resident country does not tax me for capital gains made here 

but the US taxes me for capital gains made in another country. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado My problems include: 

 

Finding anyone with US tax knowledge in New Zealand. When I 

lived in the UK there were more resources but it was costly, in 

NZ there are no resources. 

 

I haven't declared that I have kids because I don't know how that 

would impact them. 

 

Every year I have to mail in my taxes because I cannot list my 

husband as a nonresident alien electronically. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I try to comply with us and foreign tax laws, but they are so 

complex, and I always worry that I have missed something Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 important and will pay huge penalties for it later (that has 

happened before and caused huge stress in my marriage). I make 

less than $10k a year, but would have to pay a expat tax 

professional $1k a year to do my taxes properly. I also do not 

feel like I can properly plan for retirement, make investments or 

structure my inheritance properly because the tax laws in USA 

and my country of residence work against each other. To engage 

a specialist expat financial planner would cost me $500/hr.  

 

I try to keep up with expat tax online forums to educate myself 

on what obligations I am missing, but it is so complex, makes 

my head spin and causes stress.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It's an extreme burden having to file either the intricate 

paperwork to claim the exemption (until this next year when it 

will be clear I qualify by not having lived at all in the US) or try 

to calculate the foreign tax credit paid just in order to file my US 

taxes. Additionally, I have to either request a US filing 

extensions as I have to wait for the NZ tax year to wrap up and 

get my tax statement back (NZ does all our taxes automatically, 

though it can be verified and any non-reported income needs 

included) JUST to file my US taxes. Or fill out the paperwork in 

advance to estimate on my own in order to file by the US 

deadline and risk being off by even $0.01 and needing to then 

file an amended return and run a greater risk of being audited.  

 

Or having to fill out the FBAR meant to avoid the rich elite from 

hoarding money in quasi-illegal offshore accounts to avoid US 

taxes, all because I only JUST meet the requirements. It feels 

like I'm being accused of trying to evade taxes, when I barely 

make enough to cover my bills, let alone consider doing any 

type of actual investing! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin [US taxation, FATCA and FBAR] are a burden. They are very 

time consuming. --I have enough trouble dealing with NZ taxes, 

much less US tax requirements. I moved to NZ in 1973 and have 

spent my whole life here since then except for 3 years while my 

husband was on Study Leave in the US, so the family went with 

him. Why should I pay US taxes? 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Completing a U.S. tax return is a nightmare. Hours and hours, 

and for what purpose?  Usually, no taxes are due from foreign 

earnings. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa The first year we lived outside the US (in New Zealand) we had 

a lot of trouble finding someone to professionally prepare our 

US taxes. It took several months and a few thousand dollars. 

Since then we do our own taxes but the US taxes are very 

complicated and confusing - and I have an advanced degree.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I struggle to find affordable accountants to help file my US taxes 

from abroad. It is outrageously expensive and most often than 

not I cannot afford it so I put it off. 

 

I need to back file and the current year I need to file an fbar. 

Eventually when my retirement fund here reaches 10.000 usd I 

will have to potentially pay tax on that which is really unfair 

because it’s not income it is not accessible at all until I turn 65. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California 1. have had trouble finding adequate assistance in doing my US 

taxes, have had to change accountants a few times because of 

their lack of knowledge of US tax laws 

2. I have been paying very high fees because of all of the forms 

required to be filed because of living overseas and there are no 

discount tax preparer options available 

3. overseas tax forms are much too complicated to try and do 

myself 

4. we are limited to certain investment schemes in order to avoid 

US taxation and double taxation 

5. I have a very small, 1-person, company but in order to avoid 

US self-employment tax, which would result in effectively 

double income taxation, my company has to be a corporation. 

This results in extra fees to both my local government, my local 

accountant for preparing financial statements and additional 

accountant's fees for tax returns for both my country of residence 

and the US 

6. I have to regularly fill out additional paperwork to any bank 

or financial institution I deal with because of my US citizenship 

7. I worry that I will be heavily taxed if I sell my house or other 

assets and that this will greatly hurt my retirement situation 

8. All of the above has caused many, many hours of stress and 

worry 

9. having to prepare two sets of tax returns every year takes up 

an enormous amount of time that would be better spent on my 

business and income earning 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I pay a lot to have my US taxes and FBAR done but I make a 

minimal income of less than $20K USD. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington We have to pay significant fees to have our taxes completed and 

filed. We are restricted in our options for self employment due to 

US taxes. We have to pay significant sums to investment 

advisers to avoid US tax penalties for inadvertently investing in 

local mutual funds. We miss out on government contributions to 

retirement savings as can't enroll in local retirement program due 

to US rules around mutual funds. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Each year we pay for our taxes for the country we reside in to be 

completed. Then we pay an exorbitant fee to have my US taxes 

completed as the process is too daunting and time consuming for 

me to do myself. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am very concerned that my life savings, in a government 

savings scheme in NZ will be heavily taxed by the US when it 

matures upon my retirement. 

 

I knew nothing about my filing requirements until I had lived 

outside the US for 25 years. Then, when I learned about it, I was 

terrified to be found out but could not afford professional help. 

In July, I finally filed a streamlined compliance return, by 

borrowing money to pay $8K to an approved tax specialist. I still 

have not received my refund, which is needed to pay the loan. 

When we were in ignorance of my requirements, my non-US 

husband and I opened trusts for our residence and his consulting 

business, as well as a government retirement savings. These 

things have made my otherwise simple tax returns (I work one 

job, part time) literally impossible for us to figure out how to file 

ourselves because of the complexity of extra forms required for 

the 'foreign' trusts, 'foreign' business connection, and 'foreign' 

'investment' (retirement plan). We own a modest home and earn 

a simple modest income and have no US ties. The stress of this 

tax struggle has been disabling for me at times and my husband 

pressures me to rescind my citizenship. We are not trying to hide 

anything, just live simple lives in a US friendly country. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It is very stressful every year and quite costly. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I make about $50k annually in US dollars. 

 

My tax accountant dropped me because my taxes were too 

complicated, here in New Zealand. I had to find another one. 

 

I paid $2000 to a tax preparer last year. I didn’t owe taxes. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Owing to owning a rental property I have more reporting 

requirements and therefore more expensive tax prep fees...my 

NZ tax prep fee is $400...my USA tax prep fee was $1700...i 

have not lived in USA for 25 years and have filed every year... 

in the previous tax year(2018) the USA fee was $2500... 

This $2500 translates to over $NZ4000...it's killing me!!! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Accountants specialising in US Taxation are very expensive in 

New Zealand. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Unable to complete tax returns on my own because they are too 

complicated. 

 

Cost of an accountant specialising in us tax law can cost close to 

$1000 even though I have never had to pay anything to the US 

government. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

 

Comment  

 

Registered to vote in: California I pay thousands of dollars to have a NZ and a US accountant 

make sure my returns are correct and to minimize double 

taxation. I am lucky that I make enough money that this is 

merely an annoyance, but it would be hard to stay on top of if I 

were not so fortunate.  

 

Everything I do abroad is made complicated by my being an 

American. I do not enjoy paying so much to get my returns done 

or getting double taxed on my self-employed income. 

 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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As a self-employed person, I am subject to US taxes on any 

income over $400 even when I would not pass the income 

threshold if I were employed directly for a company. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am required to file NZ taxes to report Overseas Income (most 

salaried employees here in NZ do not have to file local tax 

returns as wage taxes are automatically calculated). So I have to 

pay for tax prep help here AND in the U.S. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky Having to pay someone to file bank account information is 

ridiculous because if I lived in America I wouldn't have to do the 

same thing. I shouldn't be penalized just because I have chosen a 

life in NZ. My husband is Irish and he doesn't have to pay 

thousands of dollars every year to an accountant to show Ireland 

his income or financial situation. Citizen based taxation and 

FBAR reporting is ludicrous. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Was 'fined' $13,000 due to an error in my filing (which I did 

myself) through H&R Block 4 years ago. I panicked as I didn't 

have that kind of money lying around. Thankfully, H&R Block 

had a policy to help me sort out those types of mistakes and 

were able to remedy the situation with no cost to me. However, 

since then, I have paid an accountant directly to manage my 

taxes so it would never happen again (which costs a lot more 

than doing it yourself). 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont It is difficult to get accounts in foreign banks as an American. I 

am constantly in fear of forgetting to file a FATCA report. I 

have to pay a special accountant thousands of dollars a year to 

file US taxes, even with no US tax liabilities. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I didn’t realise I needed to file US taxes since I’ve been living 

abroad for 22 years. I requested help from a firm and they sent 

me what was required and I didn’t understand what they needed 

so it went in the “too hard pile”. 

 

I don’t even know what those acronyms mean [CBT, FATCA, 

FBAR]. That’s how lost I am. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Online share trading sites like e-toro do not allow US citizens. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont It is difficult to get a brokerage account to buy stock in NZ as a 

US citizen. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa Banks do not want to work with us here in New Zealand because 

of the onerous documentation and reporting requirements the US 

has in place. I get that the US doesn’t want people laundering 

money or whatever, but we are just a family trying to live our 

lives here. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am unable to earn an income in my own name due to US tax 

implications. In order to not pay crazy amounts in tax, 

everything is in my partner’s name. I am unable to invest or set 

up a retirement plan for myself while living overseas. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado The house and mortgage are in my husband’s name because the 

UK mortgage company would not issue the mortgage to me as I 

am a US citizen. I'm unsure if that is a direct result of US 

policies or the mortgage company. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia As a woman, I am vulnerable because my husband owns all of 

our assets to avoid US tax obligations.  Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It causes huge stress in my marriage and my name isn’t on some 

accounts due to my partner not wanting to pay tax on it when he 

himself is not a US citizen. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York I hardly work so I don’t go over the threshold for being taxed. 

My husband has to own all our property again so I’m not taxed. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Due to US taxation a number of our financial assets are in my 

partner's name only, which puts me at a risk should we separate 

or die. In addition, I have started my own business, but I chose 

to make my partner majority shareholder to minimise any US 

taxation issues.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
My partner is a non-US citizen and therefore I am also not 

allowed to have my name as a co-owner of my home. This is in 

fear of the over-reaching IRS efforts to extract information and 

if I were to sell my home, I would be subject to IRS capital gains 

and other income tax.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Investment accounts are held by my partner to simplify 

reporting. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I have held bank account and a mortgage here for 30 years, so 

had them before this came into force. However, my husband has 

removed me from joint accounts, and from his business accounts 

recently. I cannot invest in certain share schemes. I am 

concerned I will not be able to get new accounts or mortgage in 

the future. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California When my partner and I bought a house my name had to be left 

off the title to avoid US capital gains taxes when we sell. It is 

frustrating and demeaning to have to rely on the sole income of 

my partner to secure a mortgage, and it complicates things 

legally should one of us pass away. Again, things that can be 

sorted out with lawyers but cost lots of extra cash to do so.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon My children both plan on attending Uni in [the US] and in order 

to qualify for any financial aid, I had to file. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona It is not possible to pay any amount of money to legally comply 

with US taxation while living abroad, either inside the USA or 

abroad. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I can't save for retirement without being doubly taxed. 

Furthermore, no tax professional actually knows how they are 

supposed to treat kiwisaver (New Zealand's individual 

retirement account - equivalent to a 401K) for US tax purposes. 

Of 6 NZ-based professionals that are specialists in US tax 

preparation, 3 treat kiwisaver income one way, and the other 3 

another way. How am I supposed to know which method I'm to 

follow?  Of course I'm liable to the IRS if I get it wrong. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Compliance is extremely expensive ($2,500 NZD per year). 

 

KiwiSaver is almost impossible to file. Foreign trust made up of 

shares in a variety of foreign companies. Impossible to opt out 

of. 

 

Self-employment is double taxed. Need to set up a company and 

go on payroll to avoid it. Makes cash flow management very 

difficult. 

 

Owning a small company abroad is a nightmare for compliance.  

 

Penalties for innocent mistakes are obscene. (Automatic $10,000 

USD). 

 

I lose sleep over this. The compliance is so difficult, I worry all 

the time about missing a mundane detail somewhere and having 

two penalties assessed for both mine and my wife’s businesses 

and I have no idea how I’d pay it. It makes me terrified to visit 

the United States. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Since inception in 2009, I have been advised by US tax 

consultants that my company needs to be incorporated to avoid 

the US self-employment tax. I am, in fact, self-employed, I am 

the only employee of my company. And my income is very low. 

But without incorporation, I would be required to pay tax to the 

US in addition to my local income taxes. As a corporation, I am 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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required to file additional forms with the US, and create 

financial statements and file additional tax returns locally, all of 

which are additional expenses. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon We creatively explained away my involvement [in my husband’s 

business]. 

 

Made me feel like a criminal when I'm not. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California While my business is only recently started, I intentionally made 

the decision to make myself a minority shareholder (less than 

10%) so that I was penalised with US taxation. Not fair! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My husband innocently included me as a trustee and shareholder 

in his self-employed consultant business, before we knew about 

my tax situation. Now, I am required to file dozens of pages of 

complex and impossible to fill in forms related to these foreign 

business and trust interests. He has had to remove me from the 

business and will fold his trusts because of it, losing their 

protection of his own business due to my connection. He is not a 

US citizen or green card holder. He has spent 100 hours trying to 

file my taxes for me this year. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont This is all a bit terrifying - I am starting a small sideline service 

business that I can expand when I retire but am unsure what my 

tax obligations are. Hiring professional advice is very expensive 

- I've been quoted $500/hr, which is more than a months' 

takings. I feel vastly disadvantaged to local businesses. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I was hit with the 965 "Hammer"...it has caused high levels of 

stress and emotional issues that should not be part of retirement 

as I am living off my USA SS, a small USA private pension and 

a rental unit. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California  New Zealand's Double Taxation Treaty doesn't cover self-

employed/Social Security tax. Therefore my net self-

employment income is subject to a 15% tax. I ended up with a 

$2500 tax bill for the 2019 US financial year. For reference, I 

received a refund on my NZ return. This took a major toll on my 

savings while dealing with a downturn in earnings due to 

COVID-19. As a result I have had to set up a business to put 

myself on payroll to avoid self-employment tax. This has not 

necessarily removed all tax liability and has increased my 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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operating and reporting costs. It's distressing and stressful to 

properly budget when subject to an unknown amount of tax in 

the US. Having tax liability in two countries also makes it 

incredibly challenging to get ahead in savings, specifically for a 

house. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As soon as I owned my own business, I was subject to increased 

reporting requirements [to the US], I am a naturally law-abiding 

person, but when I am already paying corporate and individual 

taxes in my home country, plus accounting fees of $10,000 per 

year, how am I supposed to also find an additional $2,000 to pay 

my US filing fees when I don’t even owe any US taxes? I feel 

that I am being tracked as a criminal by default by virtue of 

living outside the USA. What’s especially galling is that during 

the same time period, I have had to give up my last US bank 

account and credit card as I am not allowed to have US accounts 

without a US address although I AM required to file all taxes 

and additional account reporting, above and beyond what US 

residents do. 

 

The cost of preparing US income taxes, FATCA and FBAR each 

year while living outside the country and not benefitting from 

any of the rights and resources of American citizens is 

prohibitive. If the USA needs to take a look at my taxes, they 

can observe my NZ tax returns. The current situation of 

citizenship-based taxation is forcing me into a perilous situation 

of non-filing and daily anxiety, whereas in fact I am a mother, 

business owner, and citizen who has every intention of fulfilling 

my legal obligations, as long as doing so is possible. 

Citizenship-based taxation makes it too difficult, and too 

expensive, and too punitive to stay within the law. 

 

I have asked for extensions on my taxes for each of the past 

three years, and these have been accepted. Nonetheless, I have 

not been able to find the extra money in my budget to prepare 

and file US taxes in addition to those of New Zealand, my 

country of residence. 

 

I’m behind by three years. I’m enormously stressed about it. 

Each day I consider going to the work and expense of catching 

up, I have to weigh this against my family budget and the needs 

of my children. I think citizenship-based taxation is basically 

wrong, as is recognised by virtually every other country on 

earth. Why should I have this financial reporting burden when I 

don’t benefit from schools, roads, bank accounts or business 

opportunities in the USA? 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I really want to start a business here, but am worried that the 

complicated tax issues will be too cumbersome and 

costly...making me wonder if starting my new business is even 

worth it. My name is also left off any mortgages, etc outside the 

US due to potential tax issues. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado The UK and US had a reciprocity agreement with income so 

although confusing it worked out well. In New Zealand there is 

not a reciprocity agreement so it doesn't make financial sense for 

me to work with two kids. If there was a reciprocity agreement 

in NZ I would likely work a bit while my kids were at school. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have had to turn down sole trader work because it triggers 

schedule C and payroll tax in the US and not worth it.  

 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I had to stop my small business because of double taxation. US 

self-employment tax on top of tax incurred in my country of 

residence made this prospect unsustainable.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I belong to a club where I was selected to the position of 

Secretary. As secretary I was to be authorized to sign on the club 

account but was denied because it would become a liability - I 

would have to list the club account as part of my asset. So I 

refrained to be a signatory on the club account. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It’s a very frustrating process. There are not many accountants in 

the country I live in that specialized in US taxes and those that 

do charge $5,000 to do when in the end I end up owing nothing 

because I make far below the threshold. It’s really unfair and 

unfair to my family here. This is also why I have not made my 

children US citizens- because I don’t want them to have this 

burden on them when they are adults. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California When it comes to accidental Americans, like my child, it is 

morally wrong that they are forced to pay US taxes. My partner 

and I have actively chosen not to register her as a birth abroad 

until she is old enough to make the decision herself, with our 

guidance. While there are many benefits to being a US citizen 

(maybe not during these COVID times), the cons of having to 

pay US taxes might outweigh the pros. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I have to go through extra screening and progressing to open any 

bank account, and some banks won't have me. It's so so so 

frustrating! I'm always terrified I'll do something wrong.  

 

Luckily, I also have other citizenships to use so I don't always 

declare that I'm American. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Connecticut 
I honestly don't even know how taxing someone based on their 

country of birth isn't a violation of our most basic human rights. 

We shouldn't be enslaved to America. 

 

I left the US with my family as a young child and grew up 

mostly in New Zealand, I only found out about America's citizen 

based tax after my Mother told me when I started working and it 

has caused me stress ever since. I am fortunate that I have a 

relative in the US who was an accountant who has been able to 

help me with filing tax returns, but even sending the information 

to her is more difficult than tax here. In New Zealand my tax is 

taken from my income and paid by my employer, the income I 

receive directly is already taxed so the notion of filing taxes is 

completely foreign. And I despise having to report my bank 

accounts to fincen it makes me feel like a criminal having to file 

a FBAR, my NZ bank accounts are the only ones I have. 

 

I honestly feel US citizenship isn't worth it but it's so hard and 

expensive to get rid of, and I'm upset that NZ doesn't stand up to 

the US because I am a NZ citizen too though that doesn't seem 

to matter I still have to declare myself American and provide my 

social security to open bank accounts here. My partner and I are 

looking at buying a house but the thought is honestly terrifying, 

it's stressful enough without having to worry about putting her 

through this nonsense by joining our accounts, or if it's going to 

give us trouble at the banks, and tax if we ever want to sell and 

move. Often we joke about how we can get the house we want 

when we win the lotto, but the slogan "Lotto, what would you 

do?" Is ruined knowing I would be giving a sizeable chunk of 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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my winnings away to tax, something no other New Zealander 

has to do. 

 

I hate FATCA and FBAR and wish I was never born in 

America. I want the US to move to resident based taxation and if 

America can't do that it should make it easier for us to leave. No 

taxation without representation is one of the founding principles 

of America yet citizens abroad can't register together collectively 

to get their own representation on issues that only affect us. 

Current politicians are more concerned with issues and people 

state-side and largely keep perpetuating the notion that they need 

to be stopping people from taking money out of the US and 

hiding it overseas, not giving any thought to the fact that most of 

us aren't wealthy and the money we do have was earnt overseas. 
 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
I am filling this in on behalf of my Mum who is now deceased 

and myself. 

Mum was a born & bred American but married a New Zealander 

in 1976, she retained her US citizenship and only every became 

a permanent NZ resident. I was born soon after she settled in NZ 

and myself and my brother became "Accidental Americans" as 

Mum & Dad were told that they needed to register us in the US 

when they first tried to enter the USA when we were babies - 

triggering us becoming US citizens and having US passports. 

 

We did nothing regarding filing tax returns in the USA until 

recent years when we were made aware of the requirement.  

 

In Mums case she was of pension age when she found out, but 

also in the unfortunate situation that she was having to sell our 

NZ family farm to the NZ government for a new road. Although 

there is a tax treaty with the USA/NZ NZ does not have capital 

gains tax and so the US one was inacted on Mums share of the 

farm, even though she had arrived to NZ in the 1970's with no 

money and it was my Kiwi Dads family farm. If we were in the 

USA there is a law that is available where if the government 

acquires farm land there are a series of offsets that can apply, but 

none of them applied for NZ land acquired by NZ government 

and so Mum was liable for Capital gains, and because it was a 

multi-generational family farm there was no base price and so 

the tax was on her full amount... Mum already did not want to be 

leaving the only place she had called home in NZ and the added 

stress of the tax situation set her on a stressful path. In addition 

Mum had a small amount of savings in a weird type of account 

that was deemed to be a "trust" under USA definitions and so 

she had to file ridiculous amounts of US tax paper work relating 

to it every year.... And somehow one year it did not get filed on 

time "apparently" and she was stung with a "$10K" fine... at the 

time of her death last year she was carrying this fine which she 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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had not let us know about but we knew she was battling some 

stress associated with taxes. The whole thing was made worse 

by the fact that the company she used in NZ which was a US tax 

company were just hopeless in their communication and timing 

of filing things. We have now experienced this first hand dealing 

with her estate and the same tax company - they have done our 

heads in completely with their incompetence and so we have 

been dealing with the stress of Mums tax situation.  

 

The stress/hell that it placed on my Mum was soo hard to watch, 

she was in her 70's and found it very hard to comprehend why 

the country she still felt was her heart was causing her so much 

pain'/grief/cost. Whilst other factors contributed to my Mums 

rapid aging US tax compliance definitely ranked as a large 

contributing factor to her deteriorating health. I feel it as a 

legacy that I try to put up her voice to put an end to CBT and all 

of the tax and reporting crap that comes with it. So I resent the 

USA for what it did to my Mum. 

 

And then to myself and my brother as Accidental Americans - in 

hindsight maybe we should have just ignored our US tax 

obligations but being law abiding people we started the process 

of filing our tax returns - it has been costly to get them filed, 

although we are both in the fortunate position that we have nil 

tax returns. But we have serious issues with the fact that we have 

to file tax returns and declare our bank accounts when we have 

never earned a $US and have never lived in the USA** (** I 

lived in Virginia for six months as a work exchange at one stage 

but was paid by my NZ employer and had travel insurance, and 

it was only by chance it was the USA, it could equally have been 

Ireland, and so I don't count it has having lived in America.). We 

are using a different tax company who are much better but it is 

still a stressful nightmare every time we go to file our returns as 

to whether we are doing it right or will get stung with a fine for 

no good reason. 

 

Directly in my case it is a cost to be doubly compliant, but 

especially within a system that is so different to my own and as a 

result confusing/stressful. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I’ve received documentation from the IRS but still have not been 

able to contact anyone over the phone for guidance. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Tax returns and other forms have had to be returned to the IRS, 

these can only go my mail, electronic filing is not allowed from 

my country of residence. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado The representatives were helpful when I called but the time zone 

difference does make it inconvenient. The IRS website isn't clear 

which is why I have to call. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Horrible. Had to post all my important papers...twice. had to 

phone multiple times and still to resolve I needed to see an 

actual person in Oregon. Now, I am almost to make contact 

again to find my stimulus check. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California For the last few years I have had to phone the IRS to seek help 

in filing my taxes. It takes hours! It seems as if there is only 1 

IRS representative to help. So tough to get someone. I have 

waited on hold for over an hour. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I spoke to the IRS over the phone four years ago when I first 

moved to New Zealand and was trying to understand the tax 

implications of my move. I asked them about the double-

taxation issue I was faced with as self-employed here in New 

Zealand. As I recall the person I spoke to was polite but did not 

provide me with very useful advice. Likewise the research i 

conducted online only served to confirm the fact other people in 

my situation have been experiencing similar dilemmas. My own 

aunt renounced her US citizenship some years ago due to the 

high cost of paying taxes in both NZ and the US as self-

employed and the complications her US nationality created in 

trying to buy or sell property in New Zealand. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
When the stimulus payment did not arrive for several months, I 

followed instructions online for phoning an IRS representative 

and the call led to a voice recording telling me what I already 

knew. Not surprisingly there was NO personal consultation 

available. 

 

Also; I spent days online trying to sort through endless pages 

from IRS (and New Zealand's IRD)- and I read the US/NZ 

Treaty and its amendments - trying to find out how to marry my 

New Zealand tax obligations with my US tax obligations 

without paying too much. I could find NO US or NZ accountant 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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who was aware of how to apply the treaty (and its amendments) 

to avoid double taxation without paying their high hourly fees to 

search the information.  

 

I feel threatened and abused as an expat by the demands of IRS. 

I do not feel supported. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Correspondence by mail to appeal penalties and correct tax 

returns is a lengthy process overseas, and therefore stressful. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Have spoken briefly with IRS representatives - the interactions 

went well but the phone hold times were almost an hour. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California IRS is treating kiwisaver (retirement) differently/inconsistently 

among my tax preparer’s clients. They have been sending me 

letters for over a year saying they are looking at my kiwisaver 

and need more time to make a decision. I live in New Zealand 

and it takes weeks if not months for me to get mail. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon The IRS is notably difficult to get ahold of. I made a mistake in 

regards to repaying owed taxes and have not been able to correct 

it. I’ve had to hire an outside “expert” in US taxes. I’ve posted a 

form back to the IRS to correct the mistake but have been told it 

could be 6 months or more before they receive it and respond. 

I’m concerned about penalties. I hate these costs and the stress. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
For Mum [now deceased] - trying to resolve the penalty payment 

- it is impossible to sort as it has all been via "letters" that get 

stuck in the mail system - particularly since COVID. 

 

For Me - yes last year when they queried something that I had 

not filled in regarding my spouse.... however it had been posted 

from somewhere in Europe and by the time it got to me it was 

past the "date you must reply or else"... I went ahead and filled 

in a reply and explained the delay in receipt and never heard 

anything from them... it is like a one way communication them 

barking orders at us but without us being able to effectively 

make contact with them. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is impossible to communicate with the IRS. 

 

I tried to use their online tools to register my bank account 

number, but it would not let me. 

 

They do not seem to have an email address. 

 

I sent my streamlined tax forms in by snail mail to Texas and 

have never heard back. I do not know if they have been received 

or not. I do not know if they were done properly, e.g. if my 

accountant's PFIC determination was accepted. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Was unable to get ahold of anyone. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa My husband has been the one to engage with the IRS. I find it 

too frustrating to do it so he does it. It’s frustrating due to 

inconsistent information and advice and the unreasonable 

complexity of it all. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Trying to contact the IRS from overseas is a useless and time-

consuming endeavor. You wait on hold for hours until you get 

disconnected or you have to get back to living your life. Email is 

just as bad with no indication that anyone has even seen it. The 

same with the postal service. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
Writing on behalf of my deceased Mum it was to do with filing 

paperwork to do with a small saving account - we have evidence 

that the paper work was filed on time but the IRS debates it and 

she was stung with a $US10K fine. To be fair not sure if it is 

FATCA or just tax related as it is all very confusing for us to 

understand.... maybe if was residence related tax we would learn 

to understand it but it is not it just a nightmare/headache!! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US  
I love my American heritage/Ancestry and would not be 

considering renouncing if was not for the stupid Citizen Based 

Taxation and FATCA that is inflicted on us. Also the stress that 

it brought on Mum even though she had not lived in the USA for 

40+ years she was still an American at heart but that should not 

have meant having to file tax returns and pay taxes to the USA. I 

find it deeply immoral what they do, as we get NOTHING in 

return for it and we cannot continue to pay annual compliance 

costs, although the cost to renounce is also immoral! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I feel that in trying to better my life and my children’s lives we 

are being punished with taxes and therefore unable to improve 

our lives! We feel we are being punished for living overseas. 

 

We are currently paying $23,000.00 for a mistake by a previous 

“international accountant” in NZ to be fixed. We are having to 

pay this fee via credit card. 

 

We can’t sell our house due to the capital gains that we will 

incur.  

We are seriously considering renouncing due to the undue stress 

our family is facing.  

We have not lived in the US for over a decade.  

We are having marriage problems based on the financial tax 

stress. 

We are completely disheartened with the tax situation required 

for expats. The US has made living overseas extremely stressful 

and unfair for people to make a life for themselves.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky I'm worried if I renounce my citizenship I might have to pay a 

large exit tax because we own a house in NZ and property prices 

have really increased in Auckland in the last 10 years. I also still 

have all my family in the US who I would continue to like to 

visit. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I was not able to conduct meaningful retirement planning due to 

the US's punitive tax rules around foreign retirement accounts 

and other forms of passive income for retirement. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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I was not able to assist my elderly parents with their family trust 

because of US tax rules around foreign trusts. My unwillingness 

to expose my non-US family to the US tax system ultimately led 

to my renunciation. 

 

[Renunciation] was not a terribly emotional experience for me as 

I was a naturalized US citizen due to marriage and have since 

returned to my home country almost 20 years ago. My spouse's 

family are all progressively moving abroad also so there is not 

the "draw" to keep returning regularly to see family. Both 

parents-in-law have passed away so there are none of those 

"elderly parents" considerations at play on the US side. 

 

Renunciation brought a big sense of relief to finally 

uncomplicate my life and live under the tax laws of only one 

country. 

 

The only thing that will make any meaningful difference to the 

lives of Americans abroad is the end of citizenship-based 

taxation and bringing the US into line with the rest of the world. 

It's unfortunate that the US's tax policies are so punitive towards 

anything "foreign" that many US citizens see no other way to 

lead a normal financial life abroad other than to renounce. When 

you have bona fide residence, or even citizenship, in another 

country, and pay taxes in that country, you should not be subject 

to the tax laws of a country where you don't even live. And for 

Accidental Americans, this is even more true. If FATCA was 

repealed and FBARs abolished it would be a small concession, 

but even that doesn't address the real underlying problem - CBT. 
 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
I am a US citizen. I file a US tax return every year. I pay tax to 

the US federal government. Yet my right to continue to invest 

with a US broker and bank is being challenged because of the 

reporting complexities that places on the US financial 

institutions with US expat clients domiciled overseas.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am currently forced to work as an unpaid volunteer to avoid tax 

implications. I want there to be a tax exemption put in place to 

where I don’t have to pay any US taxes since I don’t live there 

any longer and never will. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see all of these policies repealed to at the least 

changed to affect only Americans of higher income. I would like 

to see the end of Citizenship based taxation. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would love to see the US follow other countries not make 

expats file taxes if they are permanently living outside of the US 

and not making money on the US. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I think if you don’t live in the US, you shouldn’t pay the US. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Residential based taxation Not citizen based. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like the US to cease taxing foreign income/capital gains 

earned outside of the US. This is a huge burden to our children 

who have left the US in their teens, plus a burden to us. It makes 

investing etc very complicated and we have to pay huge sums of 

money for guidance and advice so we don't inadvertently have to 

pay an even greater tax penalty. If you are not in the country 

getting the benefit of your taxes you should not be required to 

pay. Why should individual citizens have to face a huge tax 

burden when US corporations do not?? 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Put simply, I would like to see that US citizens living abroad are 

not subjected to file and pay US taxes, along with filing FBAR 

or notifying local banks of FATCA. I live in a country where I 

pay a much higher tax rate than the US. It is unfair that I along 

with other US citizens are subjected to this process out of the 

greed of the US government. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would be extremely delighted and grateful if the US and NZ 

could come to some agreement on a fairer tax agreement for 

self-employed US citizens in New Zealand to avoid the double-

taxation and confusion caused by the absence of a clear 

agreement as regards social security tax in the US. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see FBAR and FATCA disappear 

 

It is a ridiculous system. Americans should not have to file taxes 

if they live and work overseas and are already taxed on their 

foreign income. Americans should not have to pay taxes on 

retirement saving that they have in foreign countries. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
When I say fix the problem, our current status (Citizen Based 

Taxation) must unequivocally be changed to residency-based 

and the elimination of ALL FBAR and FATCA reporting. We 

want the IRS completely out of our lives, FULL STOP! 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
I would like US citizens who are permanently domiciled in 

another country relieved of: 

 

1) Having to report their annual income based on the US 

calendar tax year rather than on the government issued tax 

statements from the country where they are tax resident. 

 

2)Having to report FATCA and FBAR regarding financial 

accounts in the country where they are domiciled as tax 

residents. 

 

3) Having to pay US tax on income that is not considered 

taxable income in the country where they are domiciled as tax 

residents. 

 

For example;  

 

A) There should be NO US capital gains tax on the sale of a 

family home in NZ where, because there is no capital gains tax 

on property, property is a common vehicle for investment 

purposes and a family home that is held for several years will 

have a far greater capital gain than a home in the US would have 

over that same amount of time. If an American resident who 

sells their home in NZ has to pay capital gains tax to the IRS on 

that sale, they will not be able to afford to buy back into the 

same market. 

 

B) Because, as a treaty partner, NZ has imposed an FIF tax on 

company shares held in the US stock market, a US citizen 

domiciled in New Zealand as a tax resident should be relieved of 

having to pay a US capital gains tax on those investments. 

(Unless the US can negotiate - under the treaty - to exempt a US 

citizen domiciled in NZ from paying FIF tax on shares held in 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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the US stock market, due to already existing capital gains taxing 

rights by the US). 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey To be honest I still don’t understand fully any of it. I would love 

for an exemption from filing in the US for any overseas 

income/assets which are already taxed in my country of primary 

residence.  

 

The US should follow the lead of other countries which do not 

tax overseas income when a taxpayer’s residence has changed to 

that overseas country. In my perspective the current system is 

unfair, incredibly complicated, stressful, and requires very costly 

and poorly accessible accountants and lawyers. The world is 

shrinking, let’s get up to speed on how to navigate taxation of 

exists fairly. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see these policies end. I would like citizen-based 

taxation to end and America to join the rest of the world in 

residence based taxation. 

 

 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The double taxation needs to stop - taxes shall be due to the 

country where the income is earned... and frankly, the US govt 

doesn't even need to know the full details about the other foreign 

income. Simple figures would suffice, not a booklet form to 

complete in order to say essentially the same thing. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont I would like to see the US remove the obligations to file taxes 

for overseas residents. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I am ideologically opposed to any government extending and 

imposing their civil statutes internationally... Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would love to see the threshold for FBAR reporting raised. 

Compliance costs for reporting balances over $10,000 is 

ridiculous. Reporting threshold should be significantly higher. 

Perhaps $30-50,000? I understand the purpose is to catch 

individuals and corporations sheltering funds overseas, but 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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individuals with balances too low to care about should not be 

forced to comply. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
[I would like the] ability to save/invest for retirement without 

worrying about US tax implications. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon It needs to stop. It’s incredibly unfair to force Americans to bare 

these costs and hassles for a country they don’t live in. The only 

way out seems to be to renounce and that’s a sad and difficult 

decision for those of us who have family in the US. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen who has never lived in 

US 
The USA [must] morally change to residence-based taxation and 

with it eliminate any need to disclose any foreign earned money 

or foreign bank accounts - full stop. Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Please fight for us. We Americans overseas feel very 

disenfranchised. Other countries do not penalize their citizens 

this way. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I do not mind paying taxes on the income I receive from the US 

but not for income I make in my resident country since I pay 

taxes to them every day. I feel that CBT should be deleted and 

that the US should use RBT. It seems unreasonable for the 

richest country in the world should tax their citizens living 

abroad. The only other country that uses CBT is Eritrea - a third 

world country. If nothing else, make it mandatory to pay US 

taxes on worldwide income is if you make over $500,000 or 

some large amount - not us who are living on our pensions. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I want the freedom to live my life paying taxes to the country I 

live in. I do not intend to return to the US unless I have to. I 

want the US to stay out of my bank account and not force banks 

to report on my income or assets.  

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont Join the rest of the world and do residence-based taxation. It 

makes no sense that the USA should have the power to impose Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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financial strain on me and my family simply because we 

happened to be born in the USA. 

 

It’s a nightmare. It feels like it punishes all the wrong people. 

The spirit of the laws makes sense to me. I understand that the 

USA doesn’t want people stashing their money overseas in tax 

havens, but the threshold is so low, you end up making life 

extremely stressful, difficult and expensive for regular working 

people, while the rich are able to circumvent it with expensive 

accountants.  

 

The USA is the only country that operates this way, other than 

Eritrea. Something is deeply wrong with that. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky I personally make just at the exclusion amount or slightly above 

depending on currency exchange. I had to pay extra tax this year 

because of my retirement plan. Filing US taxes is 100x more 

difficult then filing NZ taxes, not to mention the additional 

expense of having a US/NZ tax accountant. I’ve barely ever had 

a real job in the US and didn't even know I had to file US taxes 

until 3 years ago and it cost me around 35000NZD to get 

everything sorted just so the IRS would see I don't owe any 

money anyways. 

 

I'm worried about my future when I'll be an [medical 

professional] able to work in private and what additional tax 

implications that will have for the IRS in the future as I'll be 

seen as being self-employed. My life is in NZ and I only make 

money here so I truly feel I should only have to pay tax/file in 

the NZ system. It’s like making a person who is born in KY but 

now lives in FL pay and file Kentucky state taxes for the rest of 

their lives. The US needs to adopt residency-based taxation. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I wish [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] would go away. 
Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I would like to see a system that is fair and equitable. The US 

taxation issue for Americans living overseas causes me so much 

stress, and other non-American people who live in New Zealand 

do not have to deal with these issues. I just want to be able to 

pay my bills (including repaying my US student loans and my 

NZ mortgage) and save for retirement without this level of stress 

and uncertainty.  

 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Thank you for looking into this issue and raising awareness on 

behalf of those of us who pay taxes (in two countries!), vote, and 

try to be responsible citizens. We deserve to be considered and 

treated with fairness. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Filing taxes every year and paying an accountant to do so 

because my income is solely derived in another country seems 

ludicrous. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I want to see taxes only being paid where you earn money. If I 

were earning money in the US and NZ then tax me but I’m only 

earning money in NZ so I shouldn’t have to file US taxes. 

Resident of: New Zealand 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

NORWAY 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado It scares me think that a small or accidental error could cost me a 

lot in penalties. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $0 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I live full time in a foreign country (which is a high tax country 

with a tax treaty with the US). The stress involved in filing US 

taxes is significant. I'm a law-abiding person and I don't like the 

feeling that I may be doing something wrong, and I may make a 

mistake in my filing.  

 

The FATCA regulations are extremely stressful, and I 

experience filing them as a huge waste of everyone's time - I'm 

not trying to hide money abroad. I live abroad in a high tax 

country. 

 

It's very, very difficult to find professionals who are competent 

with taxpayers living abroad, and I have ended up just learning 

how to do everything myself, and hoping for the best.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I’d just really really like to not deal with filing us taxes, when I 

live in Norway. I would love for my kids to avoid this even 

more, as they are accidental Americans. I don’t really mind 

reporting as much as worrying about how to save for retirement, 

or capital gains if I buy a house. I wish the financial services 

sector would have better advice for people like me. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Connecticut I feel it is very unfair that I am expected to disclose my financial 

situation every year, just because the US is curious. I will never 

make enough money living abroad that they will be entitled to it, 

and it costs hundreds of dollars each time for me to prove it. 

This is stressful, and makes me angry. I despise the injustice of 

it, and if I could get my hands on the $2500 dollars (or more) 

that it will costs me between fees and flights to the nearest 

embassy two times, I would gladly give up my citizenship. 

Although I am really unhappy to give the US all that money 

also. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I feel it is unfair for me to have to submit my financial 

information to a second country. I have lived outside the USA 

for 49 years. I file taxes in my country of residence. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I always feel threatened by the US government when I fill out 

the fbar. I do the best I can at guessing amounts, but feel stressed 

that I will forget something, not guess correctly on the highest 

amount in an account in a year, etc. I wasn’t aware I had to file 

the fbar until last year so had to do it for the past years in one go.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia It is unacceptable that US citizens overseas are required to report 

bank account information and amounts that other US citizens 

living in the US are not subject to. Unfair and an invasion of 

privacy just because we are living and working overseas. We are 

unfairly penalized. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota There are certain types of regular investments here I cannot have 

because they would be penalized in the US as some kind of tax 

avoidance "scheme" but given all my income is here, it makes 

no sense for me to invest in the US.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Unable to open a pension savings account with the bank I use. 

During the online application process I was asked if I am a 

taxpayer in another country. USA was selected and a pop up 

came that indicated that I cannot continue the application due to 

being a US taxpayer. 

 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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I was left sad and frustrated by this experience. I need to invest 

in my pension and I am unable to. Apparently this type of 

pension is allowed by US citizens however this bank is being 

extra careful at this time. The pension is IPS (Individual Pension 

Savings). Norway is the country and DNB is the bank. 

Every year my bank asks me to fill out a form indicating that I 

am a US taxpayer. They do this under threat of reporting to the 

state tax authority. I supposed the result could be a frozen 

account. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia Cannot make any retirement investments due to an outdated tax 

treaty. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Mississippi I cannot easily invest for retirement. 
Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like to make some investments in the Norwegian stock 

market, but I am not allowed to because of my US citizenship. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Each year that I’ve lived abroad has been problematic with 

having to file both local Norwegian taxes, as well as US taxes 

for money that was not earned in the USA. The forms 

themselves are needlessly complex, and there is no option to e-

file your federal taxes through any of the major tax service 

providers. Everything must be printed and mailed to the US at a 

ridiculous cost, even when nothing is owed. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California 17 years abroad-- and the burden of filing US taxes (especially 

as a business owner) is enormous. Tired of the work involved 

with gathering information each year (can be more than 40 hours 

of work yearly) and the cost of paying a tax professional.  

 

Have been denied a mortgage due to US citizenship. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas While I do not earn enough money to actually have to pay, I am 

still required to file. And because the tax laws are byzantine and 

change frequently, I cannot just file with Turbo Tax or some 

other easy method. Therefore, I have to pay a professional to 

complete my tax return each year, and it costs upwards of $700. 

All so I can be compliant. 

 

This is an implicit tax levied on ex-pats and is not fair at all. My 

tax percentage in Norway is 47%, and I still have to pay this fee 

to professional preparers so that it is done right. The IRS is not 

understanding nor are they forgiving if mistakes are made. 

 

Seems to me that America got started because of taxation with 

representation, and yet some 250 years later, here we are again. 

We expats are taxed and we have zero representation. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I can’t by stocks from my bank because I am a US citizen. 

I can’t open a savings account because i am a US citizen. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota My husband and I own a small business (a farm) and I have had 

to keep my name off of everything (so I guess I should say he 

owns it). I have no access to the bank accounts, and even though 

I should be the one to deal with paying of bills, I can't. It's less 

than ideal for my own financial security and causes me a lot of 

stress and worry. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia In general, it’s hard to be an “ordinary” person abroad - I am not 

wealthy. I don’t own a business, or rental property. I’m in my 

30s. Married, kids, no real assets, scared to invest. I usually try 

to keep things simple and use the FEIE. Sometimes the free 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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software doesn’t handle my spouse not having an SSN. Really 

struggling with navigating financial planning, most paid services 

want more in assets than someone making 50k a year has. As a 

result, my spouse controls the bulk of our investing, which 

leaves me feeling vulnerable I do my best to report stuff but I’m 

terrified I’m messing up somehow. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado In the process of buying a house with my Norwegian husband 

and super stressed about whether to put my name on the title or 

not due to US capital gain taxes when we sell in the future. But, 

if I don't put my name on it, I am not protected financially if we 

were to divorce. 

 

Very stressful to have to avoid joint accounts with my husband 

on account of FATCA reporting laws. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I can't serve as a board member of any of the community 

organizations I'm a member of, because then I'd have to have 

signature authority over the bank accounts.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Due to reporting requirements, I just avoid any voluntary roles 

with bank access. It’s annoying and frustrating to worry about 

reporting, say the 200 usd the daycare my kids use has raised for 

charity, so I avoid those positions. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I cannot be a signatory on non-profit accounts because of 

FATCA. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

US taxation of non-US welfare benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia We receive a non-taxable child benefit from the Norwegian govt 

that is liable for taxation by the US. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

 



 
 

475 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have been denied a home loan and an auto loan because of my 

US citizenship, and the banks’ unwillingness to deal with the 

paperwork and trouble of reporting this information back to the 

US. My wife and I were eventually able to find lenders, but this 

was problematic for a time. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I've advised my children (who have dual citizenship) that once 

they are settled in their lives and know they won't live in the US, 

they should renounce their citizenship, to avoid all the 

limitations and hassles, and that's quite sad for me to say, as I 

feel American. I grew up in the US, I speak English with my 

kids and I want my American passport to allow me to visit my 

family when I like.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Extremely long wait times and the people I spoke to had little 

experience and competence with my questions. I get the feeling 

that the IRS has no idea what to do with foreign tax filers. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I do not hear from the IRS after sending in income tax return. 

Strange, or perhaps just as well. Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My first year abroad, I received mixed messaging regarding the 

need for my wife to have an ITIN. We filed the paperwork after 

struggling to get a certified copy of her passport and other 

documentation, only to have the application denied after filing 

taxes that year. We then sought the help of a tax professional, 

who informed us that it wasn’t necessary at all since she is not 

living in or making money from the USA. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The IRS is not a very friendly organization. They could improve 

their people skills tremendously. 

 

I had to stay on the phone with them for 45 minutes while they 

processed my return. They wanted to verify my identity. They 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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said I would get my refund check within a period of time, and 

that has not happened. I have to call them again to see what 

happened, but who has that kind of time? 
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I am never sure I have done my taxes correctly, it is stressful. I 

am a nurse so don’t make enough money to ever owe taxes to 

the US in the current system. I unfortunately got citizenship for 

my children when they were babies. They are all in the process 

of renouncing now, and its very expensive. None of them have 

ever lived in the States. I will start my renunciation process next 

year so that I avoid any problems with my state pension and 

eventually inheritance issues for my children. 

 

I have a total disconnect with the US as I haven’t lived there for 

37 years. All this reporting on my small income is a lot of work 

and very stressful. I will pay a professional to help me next year 

to be sure I have been doing it correctly before I start the process 

of renouncing. I am paying for my children to get professional 

tax help and paying the renunciation fee. Because of the 

pandemic and the need to travel to the other side of the country I 

live in to renounce the process will take more time, be more 

stressful and dangerous. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I made an overseas call to the IRS in 2009, having discovered 

that I should have been filing tax returns the whole time. The 

woman I spoke to did not have good news for me. No amnesty, 

no reward for honesty. Basically, her reaction to me being over 

20 years behind terrified me so I did not file. 

 

The US is very good at scaring and punishing people. Too good. 

The fines and fees are extreme and beyond normal. Example: 

The lowest fine for misreporting or not reporting your FBAR is 

USD 10,000. That's 4 month's pay for me. See how the law is 

written as if every US expat is rich? We're not. I'm working 

class. My "foreign bank" is just down the street from where I 

live. My country's tax authorities know to the “øre” what I have 

in my accounts and I pay taxes accordingly. 

 

I am one of the lucky ones. I heard about FATCA (by accident), 

I found and could afford a tax preparer, I could afford the 

renouncement fee (and the plane fare to get to the embassy), and 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I had lived long enough in Norway to get citizenship here. I 

belong to a Facebook group for expats who have renounced or 

want to, and the stories that broker, poorer Americans share are 

heartbreaking. I have American friends who cannot renounce, 

even without needing to become tax compliant, because they 

cannot afford the USD 2,350 fee. 

 

Citizenship-based taxation has gone from being a nuisance most 

of us could ignore (and did) to now being cruel and unusual 

punishment - through a reach into the affairs and privacy laws of 

other countries that the US gets away with because it is so 

mighty. The US is very good at scaring and punishing banks and 

nations, too. 

 

Writing all this makes me even happier I renounced. 

 

[Renouncing] was like a divorce. The end of a long-term 

relationship I never thought would end. I said as much to the 

official who was interviewing me. He got that. 

 

I started my process with forms and guidelines for renunciation 

via email from the US embassy. Booked my appointment via 

email, too.  

 

The meeting itself at the embassy was rather clinical, 

impersonal. The official was polite and kind without being stern 

or friendly. I was like a duck: Calm on the surface, paddling 

furiously under the surface. 

 

We discussed the whys and why-nots of renouncing. I 

understood what I was giving up. I did not put a reason in 

writing but when asked at the meeting, I said I'd spent over 40 

years in Norway; it's home. The official seemed to think that was 

a good reason and did not question me further.  

 

When I left the US embassy in Oslo, I teared up. In that moment, 

I wanted a hug from someone, anyone. We are brainwashed 

from birth to nearly worship that dark blue passport and what it 

represents, and now it was in an envelope, on its way with 

documents to get canceled. To have my citizenship canceled. It 

hurts to give up the country I was born in and raised to love. It 

hurts to feel forced to. And it's such a final decision.  

 

Then I remembered what brought me to the embassy in the first 

place, and the USD 2,350 fee I can afford but many other 

Americans can't: The harm the US does to its own through 

FATCA and FBAR and citizenship-based taxation. 

 

As I got on the subway to head back to the airport, I felt a huge 

relief and my tears dried up. 
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Americans in the US and members of Congress seem to believe 

than any American who can live abroad must be rich and also 

automatically a tax evader. FATCA was written by Congress 

members who hold that belief.  

 

It has led to expat US citizens being treated like second class 

citizens by their own country and by the banks in the country 

they reside. Products available to other bank customers have 

become unavailable to US citizens. Everything else being equal, 

US citizens are now disadvantaged. The US does this without 

any regard to life abroad. 

 

The US needs to recognize that the make-up of US citizens 

abroad is similar to those at home: Mostly working and middle-

class. Many are living on a pension or other fixed income. And 

most of us are paying taxes - just not to the US.  

 

Ideally, the US ends citizenship-based taxation.  

 

Alternatively, the US raises the income/asset limit for when to 

file US tax returns or demands tax returns only once every 5 

years.  

 

FBAR and FATCA need to be rescinded. Start with this. 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I would not like to have to report my foreign bank accounts, just 

as US banks are not reported. I live abroad, my non-US accounts 

do not serve to hide anything or to avoid paying taxes.  

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Connecticut What I would like to see happen with these policies is that they 

apply to the people who LIVE IN THE US, who are using the 

facilities paid for by their taxes, like all other logical countries. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I think we Americans living overseas should not be committed 

to paying double taxes. We must file in our country of residence. 

Also, after filing FBAR, it should not be necessary for me to file 

for IRS. They already know how much I have in my bank 

accounts in my country of residence. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like [US taxation, FBAR, and FATCA] to disappear. 
Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see the US follow the same direction as other 

countries when it comes to financial reporting. This basically 

means a complete stop. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I am an American abroad with no income from nor investments 

or bank accounts in, and receiving no benefits from the US. In 

addition, I fulfill all tax obligations of my country of residence. I 

do not believe that I have any American tax obligations nor 

should not be required to file in the US unless I: move back to 

the US; receive income or benefits from; make investments; or 

establish a bank account in the US. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I see no reason to tax US expats in any way. We receive nothing 

as far as representation, rights, or services. We use no resources 

in the USA. As a resident of Norway I pay taxes and comply 

with local laws, and should not be penalized if I earn more than 

a set amount of money that seems arbitrary. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I don't like that I am required to pay a professional to file a tax 

return. I pay a hell of a lot of tax to the country that I reside in - 

that I have to file in the US is nonsense. 

Resident of: Norway 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

OMAN 
Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Communication was Dudu it because each time I called our 

situation needed to be explained and the issue was discussed 

differently every time we called. 

Resident of: Oman 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I don’t feel taxation abroad is necessary. I don’t know any other 

country that taxes their citizens who reside abroad. Resident of: Oman 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

PAKISTAN 
Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Banks have told me that if they open an account for me, they'll 

withhold 30% of my account balance in order to comply with 

FATCA. 

Resident of: Pakistan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas There should be no taxation of assets held abroad, either 

financial or real estate or business. To make that happen, US 

should start with countries that are low on the corruption index. 

If you live in such a place, you should not have taxation of assets 

held overseas because it is expected that you are paying taxes in 

the country where the assets are held. 

 

If a person lives in a country that ranks poorly on the corruption 

index, then those citizens could be subject to taxation of assets 

held abroad, because of the expectation that people maybe 

cheating on their US taxes by hiding assets abroad. But, this is 

becoming more rare due to the rules implemented via FATF. So, 

in a few short years, even these countries could be exempt from 

taxation. 

 

Because of rules regarding financial reporting by other countries 

of activities undertaken by US citizens, most countries do not 

entertain US citizens. This limits investments by US citizens. It 

may help the US initially because the citizens end up investing 

their assets in the US only. But in the long run it's harmful. 

That's because if US citizens could invest assets easily overseas 

(especially in their countries of birth where they were formerly 

citizens and may have significant familial ties), then it helps 

those countries grow and improve their economy and living 

standards. And the more countries advance, they become more 

progressive, and scientifically advanced and will become allies 

of the US. 

 

Resident of: Pakistan 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Currently, the hatred for the US is very strong, due to its 

overbearing financial regulations tied to the US dollar status. As 

soon as China figures out how to circumvent US dollar, most 

countries will follow China and it will harm the US national 

security immensely when they lose the US$ hegemony. 
 

PANAMA 
Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana I'm so tired of big brother and so tired of the rhetoric that the US 

is the "land of the free". We are so tracked and coerced here and 

there are more freedoms in many parts of the world. Most 

Americans have no idea because it doesn't apply to them, so I 

think this really needs to be brought out into the open and talked 

about, just as gay rights, human rights, black lives matter, etc, 

have opened people's eyes to much BS and discrimination in the 

world, so should there be a movement and information shared 

about how unfair and overbearing the US gov't is in regards to 

personal and financial freedom. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I live in great country that has territorial taxes only but being 

American reporting and always paying most of the time. 

 

Banking and investment advice are always hard and difficult. 

Taxes planning and reporting cost way more just to be 

compliant. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Living in Panama most banks are force to work with US 

Citizens but offer different service level and rate to US Citizens 

as well apply different rules and rate to US Citizens. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana FATCA has screwed me out of so much money because most 

foreign financial institutions won't accept Americans. These 

include FOREX trading. The profitable way I do it is not 

allowed in the US due to FIFO, leverage limits, etc. so I would 

have to have a non-US trading account, but none will accept US 

citizens. 

 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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I'd love to do P2P lending with many of the European companies 

that will get you multiple times higher returns than what US P2P 

lenders give, but they don't accept Americans. 

 

Getting bank accounts for Americans is difficult or impossible. 

 

I do international business and any time I transfer money to non-

US companies I'm treated like a criminal by US financial 

institutions: Why are you sending the money? Prove what you're 

sending it for. Send us invoices to prove it. I say fuck off, it's 

PRIVATE enterprise and you have no business tracking me or 

the other companies involved. 

 

Buying crypto as an American is a PITA. 
 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The FATCA disclosure was very confusing too. One bank 

required much information- the other did not. Do not really trust 

foreign bank accounts with my social security number. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California The 965 repatriation tax was a large, unexpected expense.  

 

I am now currently planning how to avoid a large tax on a future 

capital gain. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Was given erroneous advice about taxation and inherited 

property. Paid substantial amount of money to tax attorney, 

penalties to IRS, back taxes owed. Inheritance was from a non-

USA citizen with no ties to USA whatsoever. Tried reading up 

on the laws myself (I am a physician) and I was more confused. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Make the policies easier. Why should my money be taxed on 

resources I’m not using? Definitely something has to change. Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: California The USA should be like the rest of the world if you live outside 

the US and, for more than six month and you tax residence is 

outside the US you should not have to report or file any income 

tax earn outside the USA or report any account or investment 

you have outside the USA. 

Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana Get rid of FBAR, FATCA, and citizen-based taxation. 
Resident of: Panama 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

PARAGUAY 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Confused as to how to actually file and as to why I needed to as 

I was not living in the U.S. My situation is pretty basic but I can 

imagine that for others, the process could be extremely complex. 

Resident of: Paraguay 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas By phone no. No one ever answered. I sent something by mail 

but they said there is no way for me to follow-up. I guess I just 

have to hope that they receive it and take action. It had to do 

with a check that I received a long time ago that was now 

expired and I am looking to get it deposited. 

 

In addition, they send the checks to me physically in Paraguay 

which is a hassle. Not sure why they can't just direct deposit. It 

is 2020. 

Resident of: Paraguay 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I believe that we should be able to choose whether or not we 

want to pay specific taxes, knowing that there may be benefits 

withheld in the future due to our choices (social security, etc.) 

Resident of: Paraguay 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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PERU 
Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I feel as if I am being unduly taxed as I am not a recipient of any 

citizen services of the United States of America at this point in 

my life. I am a retired teacher on a limited budget and while 

having been already taxed once on my earnings am now taxed 

again on my S.S.I. Which is half of what it should be due to the 

egregious so called “Windfall Elimination”, so not only do I 

receive half of my S.S.I., I am also taxed on the half which I do 

receive. It’s totally unjust and inequitable and rather 

parsimonious to tax elderly retired persons such as myself. In 

addition, while people in the U.S. who are supporting elderly 

parents and in-laws and people with dependents in Mexico may 

list these as a deduction, there is no such deduction for my 

dependent who lives in Peru instead of Mexico. This is just so 

inequitable as to be laughable if it were not so serious!!! Please 

change the laws to fair to everyone!! 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I am a us citizen with residency and a business in a country with 

a significantly lower standard of living than in the us. I run my 

business to be able to live in the country where I reside, but am 

required by having a foreign owned company to comply with the 

same tax regulations as large multinational business entities, 

therefore each year I have to pay a significant amount of money, 

for me, a small business making little in US terms, to pay tax 

consultants to comply with US Taxes Laws - I end up paying 

nothing to the US in tax liability, as the business is so small.  

 

The regulations for small businesses with a low income level 

should not be so onerous and expensive to comply with. I agree 

that large income generating international businesses should 

comply and pay their tax share, but for a small business with less 

than $10-20,000 USD in business income annually - this burden 

should definitely be reduced in order to ease burden on these us 

citizens with small businesses and low incomes abroad. 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Only my husband was able to open up a bank account in Peru 

with his name but our money. It is not a good feeling to not have 

equal control. 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California [I feel] frustrated. Angry. Defeated. Inconsolable. Defeated. 

Disillusioned. 

 

I have a small business in a foreign country since 2017, my 

frustrations are ongoing.  

 

It is very frustrating to have such a minimal business income 

(specifically in US term, I am able to 'get by' in the terms of the 

country where I am resident and have my business) and yet have 

to comply with tax forms that I am dependent on outside and 

expensive, in my opinion, tax consultants to complete US tax 

requirements. 

 

Though i understand that the accountants i work with are 

charging fees in line with their 'norms' and expat tax laws are 

overly complicated, and I will face severe penalties if i don't 

comply with them, so i do. 

 

It takes an amount of my resources that are disproportionate with 

the "benefits" if any, to have to submit all of this information 

and the tax codes are written as to be impossible for me, as a 

small business owner, to do them on my own. 

 

It feels like a total waste of time and money, and if there were 

some set of limitations - so that small businesses, with low 

income (in terms of US) like mine, were at least exempt from 

having to comply with the same onerous US tax laws as large 

US multinational corporations.  

 

Listen, I am a single business owner with limited resources, to 

put me and my small business under the same reporting 

requirements as huge multinational entities that have teams of 

lawyers and accountants at hand to handle these issues, as well 

as have to pay taxes and find ways to help them keep their taxes 

down. 

  

I didn't have to pay any taxes, cause my income is so low, but i 

have to pay hundreds of dollars just for the "privilege" of filing 

the paperwork - it's frustrating, and frankly, ridiculous. 

 

In addition, i have to file paperwork to the IRS - that my country 

of residence doesn't even require me (as the type of small 

business i have here) to keep or file here, so I have an accountant 

here that won't even track my US specific info - i have to do it 

on my own, or else pay more to "restructure" my business to 

ones that is more US tax compliant. I have found a work-around 

to keep track of specific US tax info on my own, because i can 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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not afford the business restructuring, but it is ludicrous to have a 

small business burdened with this kind of requirement.  

 

I have friends from all over the world, and they are all shocked 

to find that the US requires me to do this kind of extensive 

reporting given the Business and the amount of money that i am 

talking about ($10 - 20,000 USD). 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I have contacted the IRS representatives by calling a specific 

number for US citizens abroad. I have had better luck and 

service with this US number (which i can call directly at no extra 

long distance charge) than by calling their 1-800 number.  

I called several times perhaps as many as 5 or 6 between April 

and September - in regards to the US CARES ACT stimulus 

payment check - it was sent to me physically in another country, 

but due to closures of the mail services related to the pandemic, I 

could not receive that, and needed to update the information on 

file with the IRS and call them several times to try to get a direct 

deposit of the check. Ultimately, they were not able to do the 

direct deposit on the govt check, but the IRS agents were helpful 

for tracking the sent and returned checks and updating the 

address so that I could send it to someone in the US so I could 

get some access to that check payment. 

 

The specific number for US citizens abroad is helpful, as the 

general agents at the 800 number were not well-informed on 

international citizens issues.  

 

The agents i spoke with  at the US Citizens abroad dept were 

helpful and i will not call the 1800 general IRS number again in 

the future.  

 

I do not think that most people know that there is a specific 

number to call as a US citizen abroad, it is not widely published, 

and was hard to find unless you know how to look for it / find it. 

Also there were long wait times, but that is to be expected with 

the IRS. More important is to receive knowledgeable care once 

your call is answered and that Did NOT happen with just the 

general IRS 800 call line - they were not helpful, not informed 

on US Abroad tax issues, and not willing to find out the 

information needed.  

 

The people at the specific number for the office for IRS dealing 

with US taxpayers living abroad were helpful and I appreciated 

their attention and help. 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Long wait times, and sometimes the IRS person was not sure of 

the answer. Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I live in Peru. For the first three tax seasons I lived here, I used 

my Peru address on my US tax return. 

 

In December 2017, the IRS sent a notice to my Peru address - 

but the postal service here returned it to the IRS. The IRS resent 

the notice in May 2018 - and the Peru post office returned it yet 

again! 

 

I was never notified by the Peru postal service of any of this. 

 

Finally, the IRS sent a 'fine and penalty' notice - which I actually 

did receive, and the proposed fine was enormous (simply 

because I'd forgotten to send the IRS on of my Form 1099's for 

tax year 2015). 

 

Long story short, I had to scramble quickly to find a preparer 

who could abate the penalties, and I ended up paying $1,200 to 

that tax prep service to simply amend my 2015 return. 

 

This is an insane system of taxation, true, but this whole mess 

could have been avoided altogether if the IRS would simply 

create an online portal for all US taxpayers, one that does not 

depend on postal mail. In this way, taxpayers can immediately 

correct any mistakes via amended returns, with no IRS penalties 

or having to pay predatory 'we fix IRS problems' tax services. 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California US citizens that live abroad and earn money abroad should not 

have to file in the same manner as those in the country, their 

circumstances are clearly not the same.  

 

Specifically, I think that there should be exemptions for foreign 

owned entities in the filing of these extensive and onerous tax 

documents if the foreign entity has very low income and capital 

as a single business entity. Perhaps a simpler form for those 

businesses with limited income / funds that the single business 

owner can fill out easily or, if it's a small business that ONLY 

operates in the foreign country, then perhaps not at all. 

Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Residence-based taxation is the only way to go. 
Resident of: Peru 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

PHILIPPINES 
Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I'm currently married but my wife is the sole named account 

holder for my local bank accounts. Resident of: Philippines 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I get great anxiety when having to fill out forms and send them 

back to the US amidst the system that things need to be snail 

mailed and reported. 

 

I can't really get into local business ventures because of this. 

Resident of: Philippines 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would like to see that any amount of money I earn and am 

taxed on in the country the I earn it should not be taxed by the 

US government. 

Resident of: Philippines 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have consistently filed every year but wish that this whole 

thing goes away. I shouldn’t be taxed on any income outside the 

US. 

 

Too complicated and an overreach. 

Resident of: Philippines 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

POLAND 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I was unaware of the necessity to file taxes, as I had lived 

outside of the U.S. for 10 years. To become compliant, I filed 

Streamlined Procedures for tax years 2016-2019. I was greatly 

stressed by the fear I would be penalized for my ignorance 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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regarding the necessity to file, even though I have lived outside 

of the U.S. I also paid a large sum of money to hire a tax 

professional to prepare the Streamlined Procedures. I hired a 

professional because there is such great fear among expats to 

complete the Streamline Procedures themselves. The fear of 

fines you may need to pay because you made a mistake in filing 

Streamlined Procedures is high. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Because of confusing U.S. forms I was unable to open an 

account at the bank of my choice for the company I'm a partner 

in. Fortunately thanks to incompetence at a different bank they 

opened one for us. However, they might wake up any day now 

and ask us to go away. [I feel] frustration and rage. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan I have been delaying proposing marriage to my non-American 

life partner to avoid exposing her to extraterritorial American 

taxation.  

 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan  I am afraid of changing banks because of FATCA. I can't use 

many financial instruments. Since about 2015 every letter from 

my bank had me fearing that they are locking/freezing my 

account because of me being a US person. I am scared of getting 

a mortgage because admitting to a bank that I am a US person 

prevents me from getting a mortgage in the country I was born 

in. I am only a US citizen by naturalization of my parents when I 

was a child, but I have spent my whole adult life in the EU.  

 

I would renounce happily, but 2350 dollars doesn't grow on 

trees. 

 

I have no means of saving for retirement. I still do not 

understand exactly how my public pension will affect US taxes 

because the tax treaty between my country of residence and the 

US was signed in 70s when my current country was a soviet 

puppet state. 

 

I believe in American values, but I don't have any ties to the US 

at the moment. I occasionally travel to the states for business but 

besides that I identify more with my country of residence, where 

my family and friends are. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I can't plan properly for retirement - theoretically I owe local 

taxes on the gains on my 401k, but if I invest in a local 

alternative, I'd owe U.S. taxes. This causes the emotions of 

anxiety, frustration and rage. 

 

Every year I pay somebody about $500 to help me tell the U.S. 

government that I don't owe them anything. This causes rage and 

a little bit of Schadenfreude because the person I pay is 

Canadian so the money goes to support their economy. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I tried to file my taxes online, but the information they wanted 

was impossible to discern. (This was last month). In the end I 

just gave up. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Too complicated. As a CPA I can't even do my own taxes while 

living abroad. 

 

[Overseas taxpayers are subject to] increased requirement for 

annual tax filing. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I had to sign something from the American government when I 

opened my account in Poland, so I can't be sure that my data is 

safe/secure (I don't know what they share with the US). I opened 

the account 2 years ago. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The IRS never answered their phone, but I ended up registering 

online, but when I went to file, I couldn't answer a lot of 

questions and just gave up. 

 

I don't think they are supportive/accessible. They should have an 

easier form (like the 1040EZ form that I used to fill out when I 

lived in the States) for those of us who are barely making any 

money. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I do not consider [that the IRS provides] sufficient support for 

US taxpayers living overseas, because we should not be required 

to have an American phone number. Why isn't my financial 

institution info, credit card number, tax filing numbers, and 

social security number enough? 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan I want [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] ended so that expat 

Americans living abroad can live normal lives. Citizenship 

based taxation is exclusive to the US and Eritrea and is a 

violation of the sovereignty of nations and human rights. FBAR 

and FATCA are just symptomatic tools that don't even serve 

their intended purpose of catching fraudsters, they just make life 

difficult for Americans abroad. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I think that we shouldn't have to file taxes if we live abroad- we 

are already being taxed by the country we live in and it makes no 

sense. Also, for someone like me who makes very little money, 

it makes no sense to have to file every year. I'm not going to pay 

somebody to do my taxes- they should make the forms 

accessible to folks like me who don't have anything to really 

report. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I am required to file FBAR if the aggregate amount of my 

accounts is $10,000 or more at any moment in a year - this is a 

violation of my privacy and wholly unnecessary. I would like to 

see an end to the FBAR. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Double taxation is not fair if you reside in another country full 

time & negatively effects family budget or future savings. Plus 

even when you pay these additional taxes it does not contribute 

to social security or retirement future in the Usa. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like to see US citizenship not be a burden - I don't think 

we should need to file taxes while living abroad or report on 

bank accounts. We are forced to spend too much money on this 

every year. 

Resident of: Poland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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PORTUGAL 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I feel scared. Nervous I'll be assessed a penalty for something I 

don't even know I did or am doing. I bought a modest apartment, 

so of course had to transfer dollars to my bank in Portugal--I def. 

had more than 10k because of the transfers. I filed the FBAR, 

but still feel anxious. I hate this! I'm not doing anything 

extraordinary--just trying to a live a quiet and simple life in my 

5th decade. If it weren't for my mom, I'd never return to the US--

it is not my home and my values are not represented there. 

 

I am sick when I think that my paltry savings (IRA accounts) or 

regular bank accounts could be closed down. It's all I have--and 

it's not that much. I live alone, trying to make a good and simple 

life in Portugal, but I fear tax season (California has its hooks in 

deep). I make a 1/3rd of what I made living in the States--on 

purpose--so as to stay as under the radar as possible, but this will 

have consequences for my fiscal health and well-being. I wish I 

could renounce, but I still have years to go before I can apply for 

citizenship :( 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Arizona I have dual UK/US citizenship. Since FATCA I have found 

investment opportunities available to me as a UK citizen are 

then denied to me because of my US citizenship. As I am age 85 

and need to carefully manage my retirement I find this a 

considerable stress and damaging, particularly as my wife and I 

are below the US expat threshold. It is like being punished for 

no reason. 

 

I have considered renouncing our US citizenship, but it may then 

be difficult to visit our daughter and grandchildren in California. 

Further if I die before my wife (I am 8 years older) and she then 

goes to live with our daughter, this may not be possible if she 

has renounced her citizenship. 

 

I have been denied some banking has been refused once I admit 

US citizenship-because the banking compliance people say US 

regulation and reporting is too onerous and out of step with most 

sophisticated western countries. 

 

I have recently moved to Portugal and sought financial advice. I 

have so far been unable to proceed with the advice offered as US 

persons are unacceptable. I am still investigating a way ahead. 

The US regulations are obtrusive and prevent or stand in the way 

of being able to properly conduct financial planning. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Difficult to find a competent fiscalist that is affordable. I 

sometimes pay more in accounting fees than in actual taxation. 

This problem has been with me since I had more than a simple 

low salary, ie. more than 30 years. I find it frustrating, and NOT 

FAIR. One year, I had to file a return in 3 countries as I moved 

mid year! Absurd! Also, my life is in Europe but the retirement 

savings tools I can use here are all taxed differently in the USA 

and vice versa. A nightmare. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Not sure my bank is protecting my SS number. Denied an 

account opening on a French online bank. When investing, 

barred from certain financial products. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Arizona I have failed to submit US tax returns and report FBAR and am 

in the process of the streamline approach. I have been below the 

US tax threshold for expat taxation. 

My preference is to pay tax only in the current country of 

residence or the country where income arises subject to any 

DTA. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Paying 10% of a ridiculously low profit on a one person 

company with myself, the owner, as the sole employee. 

Increased paperwork and a penalty. So unfair when other larger 

companies making a lot more profit pay nothing. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Difficult to get the IRS on the phone, but was finally able to 

after a long wait. No support for foreign taxpayers. Way too 

complex with the forms. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The IRS sent me a claim for 200,000 dollars. They asserted that 

I falsely declared I was living abroad, despite the fact that I am 

living abroad and had so filed for years. It took me two years, 

4,000 dollars in fees and much work to get them to drop their 

baseless claim. I felt that I was dealing with gangsters. I have no 

trust in the IRS anymore. 

 

Impossible to get them on the phone. 

Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It's ridiculous and needs to end. We should not be penalized for 

being American citizens. Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see a simplification of both filing, reporting and 

information. The current system is too complex and penalizing. Resident of: Portugal 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

QATAR 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I paid significant fees to a professional tax preparer and paid 

quarterly estimated tax payments. 

 

It is insane that we are still taxed so heavily on foreign earned 

income. 

Resident of: Qatar 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

SINGAPORE 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois Sheer complexity, stress, and looming threats of catastrophic 

fines. Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Because of the high cost of living in Singapore, plus meeting my 

in-country tax obligations, meeting US tax obligations is almost 

impossible even while living a low-to-middle class existence and 

living month to month. I receive no services from the US other 

than having to renew passports. I am unable to recognize my 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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wife and kids without also obligating them to US tax authorities 

as they are not US citizens and have no desire to become US 

citizens or US taxpayers. It's impossible to save money or make 

any long term financial plans. I cannot meet my US tax 

obligations in 2019 and am on a tax repayment plan for 2018. 

My previous employer held me liable for past tax obligations in 

Japan, claiming them as taxable income in the US, as well as 

other living allowances which leaves me also owing them. I pay 

for school for my kids myself. I pay for all my medical care 

myself. I pay for everything, myself. I have lived outside the US 

from 2004-2008, and from 2010-2011, and from 2013-2020 and 

receive no benefits of public services a taxpayer would normally 

get. 

 

I pay taxes in my home country and receive no citizen benefits 

for it. I pay taxes to US and receive no citizen benefits for it. 

That leaves it to me to take care of everything normally 

associated. I don't have insurance, but have significant health 

issues. I live in a place with highest cost of living in the world. 

My wife and son cannot travel to the US (my daughter is a US 

citizen although she's never been to US). The thought of 

mandatorily separating from my family for up to two years to 

get through the process of a green card is a show stopper; 

currently she would be required to be in Philippines to apply and 

I couldn't be able to find a job that earns sufficiently. Not to 

mention she has no interest in becoming a US citizen. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I am truly double taxed on my income because Singapore is 

supposedly a low income tax jurisdiction where I’m not paying 

my fair share. Reality is I am paying more than an American in 

US or any other non US person in Singapore - there are a host of 

other taxes like car tax (cheap cars cost $100K here) and 

property stamp duty. So I pay more tax than an American in US 

or any other nationality in Singapore. This is truly unfair. 

 

And to add salt to the wound, I am vilified as a fat cat expat tax 

scammer. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It costs me $1000 a year to complete my returns, and in many 

years owe $0.  

 

In other years, i had to amend, hire a layer and new accountant, 

costing 10s of thousands in legal fees. 

 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Although there is no capital gains in the country I live in, I still 

need to pay these to the US, making retirement planning 

difficult, as I can't participate in roths or 401ks. 

 

Due to the tcja, its even more difficult to operate a cfc. I no 

longer want to own one. 

 

It’s difficult for me to make investments abroad, as it could 

cause filing problems for me or the company i invest in. 

 

In non-profits, I'm concerned about being a board member or 

other executive due to the unknowns in compliance, and costs 

for checking on what filings would be necessary. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington 1. Competent tax advice in Singapore is not affordable. 

 

2. Without advice, many investments are rejected for the sake of 

tax return simplicity. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I did not file for 2019 tax year in 2020 as I'm worried that I 

cannot pay taxes. Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Denied bank account and investments by US and non US 

financial institutions. Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Having a bank drop you as a customer because of fatca is not 

fun. Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
US tax code as it relates to US citizens exercising foreign 

income deductions and exclusions are unclear, convoluted and 

have poor instruction on accounting for foreign tax calculation. 

This results in seeking expensive external tax accounting support 

which is often difficult to find.  

 

This further complicates finding sound financial & retirement 

advice which must take into account a foreign spouse as well as 

familiarity with both US and foreign tax implications.  

 

Financial & banking services further are limited and restricted 

both in the US and abroad. US finance accounts require US 

contact requirements for reporting. Foreign banks and financial 

accounts often will refuse US citizens access, due to disclosure 

rules imposed by the US. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It’s not possible for an American owned business to compete if 

we can't retain earnings as other business owners can. 

 

It wouldn't benefit me to retain earnings in the business vs taking 

out as salary, then lending back... why should I need to do this 

complicated accounting?  

 

Its simpler to be a minority owner. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Washington 
It's a nightmare situation. I am an accidental American, and have 

no clue about US laws, taxes or regulations. I left US as a baby 

and have no memory of living there. I have no connections to 

the USA, it is a foreign country to me. I looked into getting 

compliant with US laws, but I realised it would cost me a lot of 

money and stress. It would be a big set back in my life. And why 

would I go thru all the pain for a country I have no connection 

with? It is totally unacceptable and a human rights issue.  

 

It has given me many sleepless nights, it has made me worried 

about my future. It has also put my life on pause. 

I have spent a lot of time. Research, talking with experts, 

contacting my government etc etc time i wish I could spend just 

living a normal life 

 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Currently I am using bank accounts thru friends. I can’t buy 

shares or other investments products for retirement. I can only 

renounce, but I am shocked that you have to pay so much money 

to do it. I really don't understand how USA can get away with 

this? And I am sad to see it operates as you would expect from 

nations like North Korea or similar. 

 

My bank account which I have had for more than 45 years is 

now frozen. 

 

I can't invest in shares or insurance products.  

I have a long-term relationship and we have plans to get married, 

but this is on hold as it will drag her into the mess. 

 

A financial advisor didn't want to help me before I renounced 

US citizenship, which he strongly advised me to do. 

 

I have stopped all business trips or holidays to the USA, as I 

don't want to renew my US citizenship. And I want to distance 

myself from the country. 

 

Accidental Americans should be exempted from taxation and 

filing and given the opportunity to renounce US citizenship for 

free without consequences. 

 

I also hope for other Americans that citizenship based tax will 

disappear. I don't think it's fair to tax residents of other nations 

no matter what citizenship they hold. 

 

Why should I suffer from decisions made by my parents? Even 

if I have zero connection with the USA I used to think it was 

cool to be born there. Now I have really turned anti American. I 

will renounce, and do my best to stop buying US made products, 

and told my friends and family to do the same. 

 

I thought never this would happen to me. Its just crazy 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Checked on a form i received to make sure i was not a victim of 

identity theft.  

 

The rep was very helpful. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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 Wrote an email concerning relevance of obscure financial 

accounts and FBAR, got a very prompt yet brief reply. It was 

okay. There is very little support. We are the easy targets. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Impossible to get through. Hold times, on an international call, 

over 1.5 hours, sometimes more. No real ability to negotiate or 

change the outcome. There is no allowance for time zones or not 

being physically in the US.  

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Switch to RBT! Fatca not required for country of residence. 
Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California  US CBT is unfair. It needs to be replaced by the world standard 

RBT. Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Dropping tax liability for nonresidents would be great. 
Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Illinois FBAR is a pain in the lower back. Doesn’t make sense, too 

obtuse and broad. Limits are too low. Should not apply to 

Americans living overseas. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Removing the burden of unnecessary reporting of foreign bank 

accounts and taxation of all income except that earned in the US. 

 

US is one of the few countries left in the world to maintain this 

taxation of non-US Income. Further, it does not come with all 

the full privileges of full and proper representation given to US 

citizens resident and paying taxes in the US. In addition, the 

inability to have full benefits bestowed, such as individual 

contributions to SS or secure medical benefits, is a further 

burden. 

Resident of: Singapore 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana Not having been educated in the US or ever having earned an 

income there, I was surprised to be informed by a foreign 

institution that I had reporting requirements. 

 

The added burden of being tax compliant under two countries 

law is unimaginable. The systems in my case are not similar, 

even the financial year ends differ. 

 

I am now afraid to undertake new business due to compliance 

complications. 

 

It is very difficult obtaining documents in my country of 

residence in time to submit them in the US. This is an on-going 

struggle.  

Resident of: South Africa 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana Reporting a maximum balance is difficult. Local banks do not 

supply this data in an easy format. It requires manually going 

through a statement, line by line. 

Resident of: South Africa 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana I do not supply data regarding my US citizenship unless 

specifically asked about it. Resident of: South Africa 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana I have asked the IRS to correspond with me by e-mail as the 

postal system in my country of residence is unreliable. This was 

done a month ago. 

 

I feel that I cannot contact the IRS to query my tax compliance 

status. There are no channels that I can find. 

 

I have filed FBAR and 1040 and applied for the Streamlined, but 

have no idea where in the process anything is. I also don’t know 

how to find out. 

Resident of: South Africa 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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SPAIN 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alaska I feel a lot of stress and anxiety building up to my taxes - for 

months beforehand. 

 

Then, I pay them, am convinced that I've done them wrong and 

I'll be fined, and am angry that I make UNDER THE 

MINIMUM TAXABLE INCOME but due to predatory tax laws 

which favor corporations, I am classified as a 'self-employed 

contractor' rather than an employee, and I pay a significant 

amount of money to the US government when I 1. don't live 

there and 2. make under 14k a year.  

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I experienced a great deal of stress in trying to complete tax 

returns for the last 3 years through an online service in order to 

get compliant. I filed for two extensions, and in the end found a 

private accountant to help me file. I am self-employed, which 

makes filing much more complicated. I am very unhappy about 

the financial impact of paying the accountant's fees, which 

affects not just me but my husband, who is not a U.S. citizen. I 

am worried about how the stress may have affected my health, 

given that I have had significant health issues. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North Dakota I became a freelance worker in Spain last year and pay taxes as a 

full-time resident of Spain. I work as an independent contractor 

for an online teaching platform with offices in the US.  

 

At the time of taxes it was very complicated to find someone 

who understood the particular situation and how to correctly file 

taxes. I had previously been able to take the foreign income tax 

exclusion for many years (after researching and figuring out how 

to do this by myself, because there was no one to advise me). 

However this year was extremely stressful trying to figure out 

how to correctly report my income, as well as the taxes I had 

already paid here in Spain. After various months(!) I was able to 

figure out how to do it. 

 

I did not owe any US taxes, but spent nearly $85 on turbotax to 

file. It was very stressful and caused me enormous amounts of 

anxiety. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Indiana I would prefer to pay tax only to the country in which I'm 

currently resident and whose services I use. It's unfair and 

illogical to require me to pay taxes to a country I left 10 years 

ago. I feel like the US government views me as a criminal just 

because I left, and they want to control and punish me until I die. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am currently trying to figure out how to invest in US stocks 

and mutual funds while not being a US resident in a way that 

would not penalize me tax wise or incur double taxation. I think 

that it is absurd that even as a US citizen, simply because you do 

not live in the US you can't invest for retirement and the future 

easily and without the hassle of wondering if you are complying 

with all of the tax regulations. I am also trying to deal with the 

possibility of double inheritance taxes if both of my parents were 

to die while I am a non US resident. And how to go about 

reworking my parents' wills in order to avoid any taxation in my 

country of residence as well as the statewide estate tax in the US 

where they live. 

 

I also am always trying to plan my visits to the US carefully so 

that I am able to meet the bona fide resident obligation in order 

to use one of the two tax treaties to lower or eliminate any 

possible US taxes. It would be nice to be able to spend more 

than 35 days in the US per year without wondering if I will be 

penalized tax wise for it later on. Never mind the fact that I still 

have to pay what seems to me an exorbitant amount for a tax 

professional in the US just to file my taxes there, whether I owe 

anything or not. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It is so complicated. I find that I cannot complete one form at a 

time; I have to go back and forth between forms. Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Confusion on filing dates and what forms are needed. Issues of 

extra fees for expat forms. Refusal of investments or bank accts 

bc of USA tax status. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I quickly discovered that completing tax forms was very 

complicated and that I had to hire someone to do the forms for 

me (in the past in the USA I used an online tax preparation 

website). 2018 and 2019 I received a tax return of approx. 

$1000, but I had to pay $500 of it to the person who prepared 

my taxes. I'm retired and could have used the $500! 

 

I have kept my IRA and Roth IRA funds in the USA because we 

are limited to a max $10,000 in any EU bank account. I don't 

like being told where I have to keep my money unless I want to 

incur additional tax fees. 

 

I'm an honest person and I have to trust my tax preparer, but it 

worries me that if my tax preparer makes a mistake and leaves 

something out, I could be subject to large fines.  

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I pay significant fees for tax preparation help in the US and 

country of residence. I continue to owe US taxes. 

 

It is frustrating the complexity of US tax law and various 

treaties, and especially having to always file and pay despite not 

residing in the US and therefore using any services. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Accidental American who has 

never lived in US  
I've never filed. I already pay taxes in the country where I live 

and I own nothing to a country I've never lived. 
Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have not worked in the US since I was in college 25 years ago, 

and all my assets are in Europe, yet A few years ago I was 

informed I must file US income tax as well. Before they said it 

wouldn’t apply to me if I made under a certain amount (I was a 

stay-at-home parent). This is confusing and unfair to me- the US 

could accept the Spanish income tax form and see the joint 

annual income and not bother with filing income tax for certain 

families/incomes. It is very stressful. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have opened accounts with my Spanish ID, or old accounts and 

closed them when they asked for my passport.  

I have been kicked out of a Dutch pension plan. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I should have never re-entered the US tax system. 
Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I am currently studying abroad here, but I earn a grant of about 

10,000 euros which is taxed in the foreign country that issues it. 

I also work online for a job in the USA as an independent 

contractor for small amounts of money. Just trying to figure out 

the legality of who I owe money to is confusing and most tax 

advisors give me different answers. I also am paying large 

amount of tax on the money I earn from job, but I am not sure if 

I could be writing it off somehow. It is just a giant headache.  

 

I also have enough money that I would like to invest money like 

my partner does into Index Funds or things like that but because 

my money is earned in a foreign country and I am an American I 

know I would have to pay taxes to the USA and maybe to my 

resident country and it is way too confusing so I don't even try. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I must pay business tax although I have made 100% of my 

earnings outside of the US and have residency in Spain. 

 

As we know US is one of 2 countries in the world that taxes 

their citizens no matter where they live, reside, and/or make a 

living. Because I was born in the US means I owe them taxes for 

the rest of my life (or the $2300 fee to denounce). As an expat 

being double taxed because I have the initiative to create my 

own small business is makes no sense, especially in the current 

political climate where the US has become a world-wide 

laughing stock. Declaring what I earn is fine but paying taxes on 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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internationally earned money with no intention of returning to 

the states to use it is wrong. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California Simply put, my family owns everything and I invoice them. I 

would prefer not to have to do this as it puts unnecessary 

liabilities on them, and forces us into a complex system to 

separate taxation. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I'd like to be able to complete my tax forms the same way I did 

when I lived in the USA. I bought a small apartment and would 

like to buy a second apartment and rent out the small one, but I 

am worried about having an income property out of the USA 

and what the tax implications would be. 

 

US taxes are a burden and unnecessarily complicated. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alaska I opened a bank account with my Canadian passport once and 

part of the contract said "I swear that I am not a US citizen" but I 

signed it anyway so I could get a bank account and get paid from 

my employer. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American who has 

never lived in US 
Banks are selling personal information of accidental americans. 

There are cases of stolen identity. 

 

I am just discriminated for being born in the USA, because of an 

extraterritorial US law, which is in violation of the tax 

agreement. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alaska Impossible [to interact with the IRS]. The tools are not designed 

for people living abroad so I am still unclear if I paid my taxes 

correctly. This causes me unease.  

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I needed to contact someone at the IRS because I had made an 

error on my bank account number to make a payment. I emailed 

and tried to contact through the website, but because of the 

Covid situation they weren't accepting communication through 

phone or much else. So I waited until the payment failed and 

then put the correct number.  

 

I am not sure if they are any more helpful to taxpayers living in 

the USA. I had several family members who also could not get 

in touch with them about their own problems this year (2020). I 

think they are not available in general. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North Dakota Mail was slow and I waited for weeks at a time without knowing 

if my issue was being dealt with. The online tools were not 

helpful in my situation. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The overseas number was significantly more helpful than the 

regular IRS service. The issue I was dealing with was extremely 

frustrating and the notice (sent by mail) of the issue was so slow 

to arrive as to be worthless. The support staff was helpful, 

though they were helpless to resolve it in a way that would make 

the most sense. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  ING closed our child stocks account that we kept for his 

education. We also had to close other accounts under my spouse 

name. 

 

We simply have to hide and not let anyone know that members 

of our familiy are American. Nobody can know that our son is 

American.  

 

My wife can't have joint accounts with me and many banks don't 

even let her open one. Even when she's is also Spanish. Just for 

having the US citizeship. We cannot afford renunciation. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  It is an abuse. 
Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Green card holders 
 

Comment   
Green card holder and former 

resident of: California 
Debilitating anxiety and stress due to US obligations. Transition 

Tax nightmare. 
Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I understand that the U.S. government wants to address tax 

evasion on the part of wealthy citizens, and in my opinion the 

way that they are going about attempting to address it places an 

enormous burden on all U.S. expats and their families, no matter 

what their income level. While not having any data, I have my 

doubts about whether current policies actually DO address tax 

evasion of the wealthy effectively. 

 

I would like the U.S. to stop requiring expats to file income tax 

returns on foreign-earned money. Barring that, I would like for 

the tax returns for both employed and self-employed citizens, in 

the U.S. and abroad, to be greatly simplified so that they could 

generally be filled out without the need of hiring an accountant. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I don't think citizens should be taxed while they are living 

abroad on their jobs, assets, or anything else they own by the 

USA. I have only been abroad a few years and from what I 

understand if I get married or buy a house here it will cause a lot 

of tax issues. I already have to worry about that from my 

resident country so I shouldn't have to be concerned about the 

USA as well. They can tax the people who are living in the 

country and have their jobs there. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California There should be a blanket amnesty and reporting should be 

simply filling out a summary form, anything under $300,000 

income per year should be forgotten. 

 

The law was supposed to go after launderers and those who hide 

assets- when you see a mixed family with local salaries and no 

assets, the IRS doesn’t need clearance to ask for all details 

including bank account information. 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North Dakota 

Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 I do not want to pay taxes to the United States. I have been a 

taxpaying resident of Spain for 10 years, and get stressed every 

year when I have to file taxes in the US. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California End CBT, end tax filing obligations for US Expats. 
Resident of: Spain 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

SWEDEN 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I simply did not even apply to make the investments as I was 

told I could not get accepted. I feel great frustration and even 

anger at the US tax laws which make life very stressful and 

difficult for American expats. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon 1) Very costly compliance over many years. 

 

2) 965 transition tax causing me to be double (triple)taxed. 

 

3) 965 transition tax and GILTI causing my tax returns to be 75-

77 pages in length for a modestly earning management 

consulting business. 

 

4) Not making investments because of the US tax implications. 

 

5) Not able to easily open a brokerage account as a US citizen. 

 

6) Having the added expense of having my own company 

because I can't be a partner in a company within my country of 

residence without causing issues for the country-born business 

partners. 

 

7) Having paid double taxes on dividends when tax law in the 

USA was changed after having planned for taxes in my resident 

country along with past US tax laws. 

 

8) Insecurity about my financial planning with my resident 

country tax codes and US tax codes (especially since US tax 

codes have been significantly changing and retroactive without 

notice.) 

 

9) Insecurity about retirement planning with the implications of 

US taxation. 

 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Feelings: Insecure, resentful, unjustly treated, overly burdened, 

angry about double taxation and about high compliance costs. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is a long, difficult and hot topic for us. We worry every year 

that we will unintentionally do something wrong. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Four years ago I had a current account in a foreign bank that I 

used to pay yearly personal travel expenses back to the USA. I 

wanted this separate from my salary that went into an account, 

along with my husband's salary, that we used to pay our costs of 

living and family vacations.  

 

The foreign bank first began with a special fee of about $200 a 

year for the account, but then cancelled it altogether. The local 

banker apologized profusely because she thought it was wrong 

that American customers had been denied service. Some even 

lost mortgages. 

 

I felt anger at the US government for threatening foreign banks 

if they did not do the extensive US required paperwork. It 

seemed to me to be a stupid way to catch tax-evaders. I feel 

anger every single year when I have to fill out US tax returns, 

not just on my US savings interest and minimal Social Security 

payments (less than $200 per month), but also on my Swedish 

teacher's pension and the savings account in a different bank 

than the current account I opened the first year I was living 

abroad as a researcher before I married. Also, because of US 

law, I am not supposed to save in local foreign stocks and funds.  

 

Finally, I never fail to be disgusted every year when I have to 

file my FBAR with the "criminal division" of the Treasury. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Being fairly young and with a first full time job, I started 

experiencing problems about 1 year ago when I was required to 

report my assets. The tax laws in my primary country of 

residency (Sweden) are already taxing a lot of things for me and 

I find everything untaxed here will have the reverse and be taxed 

in the US.  

 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I have troubles with investing my financial assets due to if I need 

to take these out they will be taxed and have therefore issues 

planning my future investments and missing out on financial 

returns. 

 

Also if I want to buy an apartment or house in the future, my 

ability to do this is also very limited due to tax reasons.  

 

Finding an accountant to help with the taxes has been difficult 

where they have been overcharging my family very 

unreasonable amounts, further adding to our family stress (I 

know my family as a whole has had strain on relationships, 

marriages due to this). 

 

We have been working on a process to streamline this ourselves 

but it will be very difficult. Another difficulty is the time needed 

to fill out all forms, provide documentation and information for 

the IRS. Very unreasonable the effort when no tax is owed. 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida In the country where I live now and where I was born the tax 

laws are different than in the US where I lived for some time 

being married to an American. Now I have two condos that I 

could rent out for several months per year without having to 

declare in my tax return here at home. But knowing that I have 

to pay tax in the US on all the rental money I prefer not renting 

out as it would simply be too complicated. This has been going 

on for 10 years. 

 

I also have investments that I have not sold due to the complex 

and costly American taxes. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii I have to save privately for my pension but there are no easy 

options available because of my status as a US citizen. Tax 

preparation and financial advisor costs eat up a significant 

amount of intended savings for the future. It causes worry and 

frustration! 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York What bothers me most is not being able to invest for my 

retirement where I live without being penalized for doing so as 

just about everything I can invest in is considered a PFIC. It is 

unrealistic for me to send all my money to the US and invest it 

there and then take it back to my country of residence. First of 

all, I can’t invest in the US because I have a foreign address and 

that breaks jurisdictional laws and the US won’t allow you to 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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invest. Secondly, currency exchange fees are like a penalty and 

finally, I pay higher taxes in the country where I live on foreign 

investments than I would on local investments. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have been unable to make appropriate investments because of 

my US Tax status and I have been denied opening a bank 

account because the country I live in does not want to deal with 

FATCA. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Its hard to open up a bank account, we cannot put money into 

retirement or mutual fund, bonds, stocks. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Investment accounts were closed at an inopportune time and I 

lost 10% of my life savings in local currency. As I operate in 

local currency and have no plans to return to the US, this hurt 

me a lot. Even more hurtful, given the value of the dollar and 

PFIC rules, I had to pay taxes to the US on phantom capital 

gains. The taxes were paid to in dollars to the US on a loss in my 

currency of operation. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I still fill out my US tax forms and FBAR, and, despite that the 

tax forms consume hours of my time every tear, I never owe the 

US government a single penny. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Time consuming, and in my opinion unnecessary since the 

monies I have managed to save in various accounts are solely 

savings from my salaries and investments over the years of 

honest employment in Sweden. All monies have been highly 

taxed here in Sweden as has any interest I may have earned from 

my savings and investments. I intend to use these monies myself 

to enrichen my golden years through travel and living 

comfortably. I cannot understand why the US feel the need to 

keep tabs on me, a law-abiding citizen. I file the forms because I 

am obligated to do so, but feel this should not be necessary in 

my situation.  

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey Complicated tax returns and filing rules - rarely take "overseas" 

working situation into consideration. We fall between the cracks 

i.e., taxation without representation. Dual citizenship, with part 

of my life and finances in the US, are particularly complicated in 

terms of legality. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is a frustrating, confusing, expensive problem to be a US 

citizen abroad trying to be tax compliant. I pay well over 1000 

dollars to have my American taxes prepared abroad. Last year 

they were done incorrectly. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It's very expensive to file taxes correctly abroad. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I pay a big fee to have someone do my US taxes for me but get 

zero in return. It’s just stress and headache every tax season. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Blocked out from the bank and forced to close my account. Not 

eligible to start investments account and plan for my retirement 

due to be an American. Very few banks want you as a customer 

and only allow you a limited types of bank accounts. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California As a US citizen living in Sweden I wasn’t able to open a bank 

account for my daughter and I am not allowed to invest in funds 

and stocks here through Swedish banks and investment apps. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I am unable to open a savings account in my daughter's name. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Swedish banks continue to hassle me, regarding my obligation to 

file a tax form each year as well as FBAR and FATCA, even 

though I don't owe the US any taxes. 

 

Also as Treasurer of three non-profit organizations here I must 

also report the holdings in these accounts since I have signatory 

rights even though the money does not belong to me personally.  

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am barred from opening accounts with certain banks. Where I 

am able to open an account, I have to fill in extra paperwork and 

extra hassle whenever I open an account or undertake other 

changes to a relationship with a financial institution. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I am an American who has lived outside the US for most of the 

last 38 years and have no intention of living in the US again. I 

am not on joint bank accounts with my husband who is not an 

American citizen and I am not a joint owner of our apartment 

due to taxation regulations. I fear for American taxation if my 

husband dies before me and am considering denouncing my 

citizenship because of unfair taxation. I feel it is totally unfair to 

have a taxation obligation in a place where I do not live. I have 

much anxiety for my retirement finances in this situation. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I can’t invest in stocks or funds in Sweden, so everything has to 

be in my husband’s name. Let’s hope we stay married... Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Because I was not hiding anything and did not owe anything 

significant. I railroaded into the program by scared accountants 

and avaricious lawyers and also the unfair policy at the time that 

said that anyone with undeclared bank accounts abroad was a 

criminal. I had been filing, and the money I owed was due to 

unintentional filing errors. My IRS agent recognized this 

immediately and steered me to opt out. It took me two years to 

get to an IRS agent and I only got to one because the Taxpayer 

Advocate Service helped me.  

 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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My physical health as well as my job performance suffered 

because I was so worried about the situation I was in. I was 

being treated like a criminal and I was just an American abroad 

who had been doing my best to file and filled out the wrong 

form. 

 

When I heard about the OVDP, it was presented to me as a way 

to correct filing errors. I never dreamed it would cost me 

$60,000 in attorney and accountant fees for a paper filing error 

and a total of $333 owed over 8 years. I had made my decision 

to opt out before I got to the IRS agent and that had been hard as 

the language about opting out was so threatening, even from my 

lawyers.  
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon I'm a middle class individual with a modest business income and 

my US tax returns the past two years have been over 75-77 

pages long. The financial planning/investing limitations caused 

by US taxation, and the time and financial costs for complying 

over nearly two decades, has been burdensome to say the least. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I avoid property ownership and have been denied seats on 

boards and ownership in companies because of the tax and 

reporting implications it would bring. I am just a regular person 

trying to live comfortably. I make a median income. I have no 

family money, no significant savings or investments. I should 

not be scared to build wealth and have it all negated by US taxes 

- but I am. And it puts me at a significant disadvantage when it 

comes to estate and end of life planning. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I am currently President of a non-US non-profit organization and 

cannot put my name as signatory due to US tax implications. It 

is very embarrassing and frustrating that I am unable to fully 

participate in the organization in the way I am supposed to be 

able to as President. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I am not able to sit in a leadership position in any activity 

organization due to my citizenship. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio We won a large amount of money on a lottery ticket in Sweden 

where we do not have any tax on lottery winnings but we had to 

pay a big amount in taxes of that to IRS which i do not think is 

right, if we won in another country outside of united states it 

should be their rules that count, why should united states get a 

chunk of my winning if i did not win it in the states. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have to lie about my citizenship to be able to invest money in 

stock. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York To avoid further hassle from non-US financial institutions, when 

asked where I have tax obligations I have only mentioned 

Sweden since I do have an obligation to file a tax form but do 

not owe or pay any tax to the US.  

 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

 

Comment   
Born outside US I simply conceal my US citizenship. It makes life impossible, 

and I am not proud of being a US citizen anyway. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Born outside US [Being a US citizen] is a burden. Not my choice. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in US  I was born in the USA 50+ years ago to Scandinavian parents 

who were there for work. We moved back to my home country 

when I was 3. I never heard about any tax obligations to the US 

until I was asked to give a social security number (which I do 

not have) to my bank, and have therefore never filed any tax 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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returns. I have however since I was made aware of this tried to 

find competent and affordable assistance to help me with my US 

tax filings, but that has turned out to be practically impossible. I 

have built a financial life with various investments that make 

reporting to the US more complicated than any of the people I 

have been in touch with are able to help me with. Although I 

have a high desire to do things right I seem to not be able to, and 

this creates a very high level of stress both with myself and 

towards my family. 

 

I have a personal holding company with various minor 

investments, but the US reporting obligations resulting from this 

are so insane that I simply cannot believe it is true. 

 

Although it has not yet occurred, my bank is threatening to 

freeze my accounts until I can either supply them with an SSN 

or proof of not being an American Citizen. I have neither. My 

entire life is in my home country (which is NOT USA), so how 

can I accept that my financial information shall be sent to the 

USA? I pay a much higher rate of tax anyway than I would have 

paid in the US. 

 

I want to get rid of my American citizenship as fast as I can, for 

no other reason than the problems caused by FATCA and the 

reporting nightmare towards the US, to which I will not owe 

actual tax anyway. It would be so much better if there were no 

US tax obligations for Americans living abroad. 

 

Before I learned about the tax situation, being American was 

kind of exotic (but of no actual value in my life). Now, I feel 

being American is an existential threat to my life, and for sure to 

my (and my family's) wellbeing. I think the best day of my life - 

after kids and marriage - will be the day when I am no longer an 

American Citizen. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I called with a tax issue that my Expat tax preparer could not 

answer for me. There was a very long hold on the phone before I 

got to speak to the IRS and that person could not answer my 

question either and transferred my call. I got disconnected in the 

process and gave up. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I don’t think the US way of handling personal information is 

very secure. The use of snail mail is very time consuming 

(received a mail from IRS 1 month after they posted it), and not 

either safe in case it gets in the hands of someone else. The use 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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of logging in to sites and having third party vendors for ie 

payments is not very safe either. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon The IRS is poorly managed and seems to be unable to really 

keep up. Systems and processes, as well as competencies, seem 

very outdated. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
When I finally got someone on the phone to ask about gift tax 

she was very helpful with my extremely specific and technical 

question. Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New Jersey Best help originally was meeting with an IRS representative at 

US embassy, but that service has been taken away quite some 

years ago. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York 1. Speak with the IRS by phone was expensive and time 

consuming. I also learned that the information I obtained cannot 

be used to explain any error in filing. 

 

2. Snail mail took too long. I was assessed fines that never 

resolved because of the length of timing to receive the mail by 

both parties. It was a never-ending circle. I was up to $15,000 in 

fines on taxes I did not owe and this was after 6 months so I 

requested help form TAS. 

 

3. TAS was helpful and solved the problem. Best part of the 

IRS. 

 

4. It is not possible to exchange emails with the IRS, but was 

possible with TAS. it worked fine with TAS. Why is the IRS 

policy so antiquated? I can exchange email with the Tax 

Authority in my country of residence. The IRS is old fashioned 

and inefficient. I did not feel my security was protected by not 

allowing email. I felt that my life was made more difficult. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
No problems contacting the IRS. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have been assessed penalties for not proving I had medical 

insurance when I was clearly abroad and insured by the 

government.  

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I have low income and fairly straightforward finances, and have 

not yet incurred a US tax penalty. However, I have not been able 

to open some bank accounts here due to having American 

citizenship, we have avoided purchasing certain assets, and I do 

not feel like an equal financial partner in my marriage as a result. 

I regularly think about renouncing my American Citizenship 

over this. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

Jersey 
To be forced to renounce your citizenship due to the invasive 

policies of FBAR, FATCA and US taxation is a real shame. All 

other countries in the world DO NOT tax their citizens who live 

abroad. There is only 1 country that has a tie and that is Eritrea.  

 

Actually it was known that in 2014 the Swedish government was 

going to comply with the FATCA request from the USA and 

that scared me. It was by a question from a bank that got me 

worried. I was able to renounce before any of my banks got to 

know I was a USA person, as they put it.  

 

The embassy was very respectful. I was asked why I was 

renouncing and I said, "It was a long time coming". I have lived 

in abroad, at the time of renunciation, 42 years and was a dual 

citizen. The whole process from contacting the Embassy for an 

appointment and when I walked out took 6 weeks and another 6 

weeks before my CLN arrived.  

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
Tax complications regarding my small, one-man company (a 

foreign-owned corporation, according to the IRS) were 

exceedingly costly and anxiety-producing. I often considered 

shutting down my business due to the onerous tax reporting 

requirements. 

 

Renouncing was by far the most painful experience in my adult 

life. Due to the stresses associated with the constantly expanding 

IRS reporting requirements (FBAR, FATCA, GILTI etc.>), both 

as an individual and as a small business owner, I felt I had no 

choice. I didn't owe the US government any tax; it was the 

forms, the complexity of those forms, and the fear of errors in 

filling out those forms that kept me up at night. Plus, the 

growing problem with maintaining banking services in the 

country I now reside, And yet I owed nothing. In order to 

maintain some kind of peace of mind, I renounced.  

 

I would have happily to make any other arrangement to keep my 

citizenship (i.e., an annual fee, for example, even though I owed 

nothing) but finally felt I had no choice. In a way, it was a 

choice between the lesser of two evils: living with the anxiety of 

my US citizenship entailed, or living with the depression, the 

sadness, of having given up my US citizenship. In the end, I 

decided I could probably live with the sadness. 

 

Because I am no longer an American citizen, I'm no longer 

exposed to US tax laws. For those still in the system, what I 

would like to see is that US tax laws regarding Americans 

abroad change from citizen-based taxation to residence-based 

taxation, bringing its laws in line with the rest of the more 

civilized world. Doing so would retain the good will of 

Americans abroad and foster a positive representation of 

American interests abroad.  

 

The US economy, culture and reputation would benefit greatly 

from an enlightened taxation regime and a representative 

diaspora. There is a sense that US tax policy is utterly indifferent 

to fairness and how it is perceived and that its sole purpose is to 

extract maximum information (FBAR, FATCA, etc.) and taxes 

from Americans abroad without any concern about its human 

impact or fairness. Aside from its intrusiveness, there's a sense 

that we've experienced a modern-day version of taxation without 

representation. Not a penny of the money I have made overseas 

has been sourced from the US. Widely cited is that only the 

dictatorship of Eritrea has the same citizen-based tax regime as 

the US, not exactly an ideal parallel. It is long overdue that the 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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tax laws be thoroughly reformed. Sadly, we all know that is not 

likely to happen. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Accidental American  Didn’t have a SSN and my bank threatened to close my acces to 

my bank accounts if I didn’t provide a SSN. 

 

I think it is crazy that USA can have CBT and force people into 

a taxsystem in a country they don’t live in, even if they don’t 

owe any taxes. Don’t know what FBAR is but FATCA is just 

wrong for forcing banks of all countrys to report their own 

citizens and going against their countrys laws. 

 

In hindsight, renouncing was pretty straight forward although I 

was really really nervous of going to the embassy on my own. 

Hadn’t been there since I was a child. They were friendly and 

polite. They asked me multiple times about my SSN (which I 

never had) and had me sign a paper stating that I didn’t have 

one. Never lived or worked in the US.  

 

Mixed emotions, relieved it was over and done with but angry 

that It had to be done. Growing up I was proud of my US 

heritage. But entering a tax system in a country I never lived in 

and never will was not an option. I pay my taxes in the country I 

live in. Also very angry at the enormous renounciation fee. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South 

Carolina 
I’m aware of tax implications regarding certain investments. 

Therefore, I avoid these. 

 

No problem filing, but don’t really see the reason. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Reduce the fee to renounce. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois It is 38 years since I moved away from the US. I briefly lived in 

the US for 4 years of that time. I think it is highly unfair to have Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 
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 a tax obligation to a country that you don't live in. I have two 

children that have barely lived in the US: a 35 year old that lived 

it the US 10 months and a 33 year old that has lived in the US 

for 1 year and 9 months, I think it is totally crazy that they have 

a tax obligation to the US. 

 

I would like to see the United States do as most other countries 

and only tax you in the country where you live. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I would like the US to stop taxing citizens abroad. It is 

needlessly complicated, likely brings in far less income to the 

US vs the stress it causes us all, and has me regularly thinking 

negatively of the US. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I can only say that I would be so happy and so relieved if expats 

would not have to file their taxes in the US and not send in 

FBARS. 

 

I would love for expats at least in Europe (where the tax laws are 

very strict) to not have to file income tax or send in Fbars to the 

US. This is the main reason that so many do not want to keep 

their American citizenship. Only North Korea, Eritrea and the 

US have the law that base the duty to declare your income 

and/or worldly wealth on citizenship. All other countries in the 

world base the duty to file on residency. Much, much better and 

totally fair. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like US citizens to not even have to file taxes when they 

are not working in the US.  

 

When I was living in USA the Swedish government did not 

make me file or pay taxes. 

 

It seems very unfair that if someone makes a good living or 

investments abroad should have to pay taxes to the US. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Of course I would like the US Government to join most the other 

countries of the world that have the policy of residence based 

taxation. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I would like a more automatic and less complicated tax process. 

I would like it digital with less forms with more simple 

guidelines on how to file. I would also like them to not tax 

citizens abroad (or at least tax less) since they are not using the 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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tax system. I feel like my privacy of having my accounts and 

personal information abroad is violated, as well as my future 

spouse’s information as well. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon I would like the USA to have residency-based taxation like the 

rest of the world. Citizenship based taxation is burdensome, 

costly, obstructing, and unfair. 

Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Would want extraterritorial taxation to end. It places undue 

financial and bureaucratic burden on Americans living abroad. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Get rid of citizenship-based taxation. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Please eliminate the complexity of filing US taxes. 
Resident of: Sweden 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

SWITZERLAND 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am 47 years old US citizen and I have lived in Switzerland for 

9 years.  

 

In 2014 my husband (who is a Swiss citizen and at that time still 

had his green card) and I were taxed $9,000 in US taxes because 

his 2nd pillar retirement account through his job was considered 

income. It caused us tremendous stress and financial hardship.  

 

I have struggled to get a regular checking account in 

Switzerland. I was even walked to the door in one bank and 

politely asked to leave, just because I am a US citizen.  

 

I can’t put any money into savings out of fear of being taxed. I 

resent having to disclose my bank account numbers to the US 

government if I hold any accounts over $10,000.  

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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It truly has been a very difficult situation for someone like me, 

who is an average middle-class citizen. I’d like to have every 

member of the US government disclose their bank account 

information and let us see what’s in their bank accounts!! 

 

It is depressing to have to fear building up my savings for 

retirement just because I am a US citizen. I feel like I need to 

hide all my money under the mattress. My husband and I make a 

decent living (mostly my husband) but we are not wealthy by 

any means. We live in an apartment and don’t own any major 

assets at this point. We cannot afford the high paid accountants 

to hide our money, nor should we have to feel like that is our 

only hope. I pay my taxes in the country that I live in. The 

country where I use the infrastructure. I should not have to pay 

additional taxes to a country that I no longer live in, just because 

I was born there. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana Every year I feel stressed, anxious, angry, and abused by the US 

gov taxes. I am a low-income person who pays taxes where I 

live, and am forced to fork over 500 USD per year to cover the 

cost of a US tax accountant. I receive nothing back from the 

USA, and compared to western Europe where I live, it is hard to 

understand what the taxes are even being used for. When I visit 

my aging parents in the USA all I see is crumbling 

infrastructure. It is infuriating. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I experience anxiety with regard to US taxes, for which I take 

medication. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Issues with relationship. It also took me ages to open a simple 

checking account despite working for a bank. It causes so much 

stress knowing I am limited with what I can do with my money. 

It is also stressful knowing that money I am putting away into 

my pension plan has to be reported and could potentially get 

taxed on. I feel constantly spied upon and I just want to live in 

peace. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois For more than 10 years I had to pay thousands in tax preparation 

but owed no taxes. Now I had a nervous breakdown in 2013 due 

to owing from 0 taxes to 10,00.00 as a divorced single mother. 

The impact from 2013 to current being unable to save for old 

age stresses me greatly. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I look at it as taxation without representation. Expats do NOT 

have congressional representation if we do not have a fixed US 

address and if the Congress people learn that we live outside of 

the US, they certainly do not want to listen to us and push for 

our rights. It is a dead end for expats. 

 

Extremely frustrating. During the Obama years, it felt like 

expats were considered criminals because "why would an 

American choose to live outside of the USA." We must all be 

drug dealers or money launderers. 

 

I have been in Europe since 2006, and it has always been bad. 

The US is one of the ONLY countries that taxes its expat 

citizens and there is no mechanism to protest this aside from not 

complying. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York All these financial issues forced down the throats of other 

nations, have change Americas Position in the world. 

 

America used to be loved and respected. Today America is 

feared and hated. 

 

I sadly write this knowing, that I am not the only one who feels 

this way. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Any financial decisions in my marriage to a non-US spouse start 

with the implications of US tax reporting and the specter of 

penalties for things we may not be aware of. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I cannot be the financial guardian for my children if something 

happens to my non-U.S. husband because as a U.S. citizen, I 

cannot exert control over his assets.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have conflict in my partnership regarding our child's 

"nationality" - the one of birth and the never-ending debate of 

US nationality. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999   
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Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana We cannot invest appropriately for our retirement in employer-

sponsored pensions because it will be taxed on the US side. This 

has been true since we've lived abroad (9 years).  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I completely ignore any possible investment opportunities 

because of complicated and onerous US taxation of investments 

which would be routine for US citizens living in the Homeland. 

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Was kicked out of a foreign retirement account (IRA equivalent) 

in 2012. Haven’t been able to open one since. Cannot get an IRA 

or even an index fund in the U.S. with no U.S. address.  

 

Cannot invest in any fund anywhere in the world (ongoing). I 

don’t have the assets for direct investments or expat oriented 

firms. I want to invest a few thousand, but only rich expats are 

of interest. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada It's a pain to have to do the US tax with no connection or benefit 

to the US. FBAR limits my bank flexibility. Being a US citizen 

forced me to give up the banking secrecy and limits the way for 

investing e.g. stocks. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Have to pay US taxes on the income, not taxed by the residence 

country - where the logic behind it?  

 

Have to pay US taxes on tax-free contributions to the pension 

fund, as the US does not consider it a 'qualified plan', like 

401(k). This creates discrimination against expats, severely 

impacting one's ability to contribute to retirement. 

 

[I feel] frustration. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I am afraid to invest my money as no one seems to either want to 

support me with my portfolio because I am a US citizen. 

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia The double tax treaty between my country of residence does not 

take into account the local pension scheme. The IRS does not 

recognizing the pension scheme. So even though the underlying 

premise is the same, the money I am saving is treated 

differently. I need to pay taxes on both my contributions and my 

employer's contributions now in the USA (and upon retirement 

in where I live) resulting in double taxation.  

 

My personal retirement accounts sit in interest bearing savings 

account with less than 1% interest because I cannot invest in 

foreign mutual funds due to PFICs. I've lost 13 years’ worth of 

investing and am angry that I will lose many more unless 

something changes. 

 

My bank in refused to open a brokerage account for me because 

of my US person status. This remained the case after I because a 

citizen of the country where I live. I am frustrated that the US 

government's actions cause me to be discriminated against in my 

home country. This can all be changed. I am not an American 

living in the US looking to hide money abroad. I live abroad and 

have for over a decade. I just want a normal life here. 

 

As someone who uses the married filing separately status (no 

kids), you are really taken advantage of. For instance, I couldn't 

take educations tax credits for earning another master's degree 

from a US institution. Also, with the new tax law I can no longer 

claim my spouse as a dependent -- and my tax deductions are 

less. Also, I cannot invest in a ROTH account for my retirement. 

While I can invest in an IRA, I cannot take it off my taxes. This 

just gets to be insane and frustrating -- all because I don't want 

my non-US citizen spouse to be part of the US tax system!  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia I've been denied US investments for retirement because I live 

abroad, same for bank accounts. The country I live in does not 

allow investing and has severe restrictions on banking for US 

persons. No possibilities for my future. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana We pay significant fees for tax preparation, and do owe US taxes 

on foreign income earned. This is income that we've already 

paid taxes on IN THE COUNTRY WHERE IT WAS EARNED. 

double taxation is not fair. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois As my age went up I pay equal amount or more taxes in the US 

than in the country I live. Due to pension taxation by the US. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Significant capital gains tax owed to the US after the sale of long 

term possession of real estate yet zero capital gains tax is owed 

in the country in which the property is located. 

 

I will owe the US government a considerable capital gains tax 

when I have had practically no ties to the US after more than 30 

years of living abroad,  

 

I am not a billionaire, nor a millionaire. I am a part of the upper 

middle class who had the misfortune of owning a house for 20 

years which no longer was my principal residence for the past 

ten years as my husband's job was transferred to a different 

country. When we finally decide to sell the house because it was 

becoming a burden, I end up having to pay the US a lot of 

money due to capital gains yet none in the country it was 

located. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida The issue on capital gains was related to the sale of a house 

where the exchange rate difference in dollars not in the currency 

forced me to have to pay taxes on this sale.  

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I worry about the effects of foreign exchange rates each year on 

my taxes and the value of our home. I wish I had realized that 

our home sale would be taxed by the US government before we 

purchased the house. This hangs over my head and makes me 

worried that I may cause financial harm to my family if and 

when we sell our house. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Was not clear from anything related to FBAR that foreign 

pension funds must be included. The instructions relate to "bank 

and financial accounts" or similar. I had not included my foreign 

pension fund, either on reporting or interest earned on principal.  

 

Found out years later it should have been and was panicked 

upon reading potential penalties for failure to disclose.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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The reason for the error is understandable, especially given the 

lack of guidance in the instructions. The foreign pension fund - 

principal and interest earned - is not reported on host country tax 

forms. Only when a withdrawal is made. In the US, the 

equivalent pension fund - principal and interest earned - is not 

reported on tax forms. Only when a withdrawal is made.  

 

Rectifying this issue took me hours of work and caused me great 

stress and anxiety. I had to modify all related returns and 

FBARs.  

 

It would have cost thousands to have a professional do it - and I 

earn the equivalent of 20k USD. The amount in my pension fund 

is low, and the interest earned is negligible. Less than 100 USD 

interest per year, less than 50k in the fund.  

 

Foreign pension fund in country where one is living/has lived: 

should not really be the IRS's worst fear for money laundering or 

tax evasion. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Having to file my taxes and deal with the banking issues is a 

pain. I do the taxes myself using online tools, but it still takes a 

lot of effort. Mostly I do not owe taxes to the USA but I have to 

take the time to fill out all of the paperwork. And the whole 

FBAR situation is a pain. I am just a regular person living and 

working abroad. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Completion of the tax return for US purposes is extremely 

cumbersome - I would estimate that it takes 120 hours each year 

compared to 30 hours for my Swiss tax return.  

 

The FBAR information required is extensive and repetitive with 

the 8938 IRS Form. While the data required is similar, the online 

tax preparation forms require inputting all information twice. 

 

Frankly, the amount of 'extra tax' I have had to pay over the 

years has not been very much - but the amount of time to keep 

compliant is absolutely beyond what is reasonable. I believe that 

US real property income should be taxed by the US (as it is not 

taxed by the Swiss) but all other income should not be. This 

would avoid double taxation. Also, it would be appropriate to 

allow charitable contributions to be deducted for both US and 

foreign recipients. As it is, we are penalized for making 

contributions to charities in different tax jurisdictions.  

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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The foreign tax credit reporting including the carryforward is 

complicated and not intuitive. It is difficult to know how to 

properly complete it.  

 

The rules around foreign wage earnings and related pension 

deductions /pension income are not clear and it is difficult to get 

advice of how to track it properly. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida I am an intelligent, capable, professional but cannot understand 

the tax code, all the different documents I must file. 

 

The level of stress that this has created for me and my family, 

makes me think about giving up my US citizenship at least a few 

times a year.  

 

The need to complete [a US tax return] every year is taxing and 

emotionally draining. It takes a significant amount of time and 

effort to prepare.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Three hours of advice about how to complete my taxes from a 

tax advisor specializing in Americans overseas cost more than 

the equivalent of USD 1000 in the early 2010s. I can't possibly 

afford that and so I do my very best to complete the taxes myself 

based on the advice I received.  

 

It takes me well over 40 hours to prepare my taxes myself. I 

have a simple life. I have a house, am employed by a company, 

and have retirement accounts. Nothing special. It would just take 

a few hours to do my taxes in the US. But translating everything 

into USD and using different exchange rates and needed to 

calculating year end and maximum amounts for different forms 

(8938 vs FBAR) is exhausting and time consuming. And for 

what? I already (rightly) pay taxes where I live!! 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana We pay around $2000 a year to have our taxes prepared for MFJ, 

single income and no property.  Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I feel my taxes are done incorrectly and I am charged high fees 

for completion. At least USD 1,000 goes towards tax preparation 

fees because self-preparation services (TurboTax etc) are not as 

well equipped to handle overseas taxpayers. I live in constant 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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fear of not reporting my taxes correctly and facing criminal 

charges. I don’t mind reporting my taxes but the complexity, and 

costs associated are so daunting and gut wrenching. 

Additionally, I feel tax preparers are not looking out for me or 

searching for ways to help me make the most of my situation. I 

often feel I am double taxed and I don’t even make over the 

(approx) USD 110k limit!! I budget a certain amount each 

month for potential taxes I have to pay to Uncle Sam in addition 

to the taxes I already pay to the government of my home 

country. It has also caused a strain in my relationship because I 

do not want to mix finances with my partner or get married 

abroad as a result of potentially getting taxed more. I could write 

an essay on additional complications but I hope this sums it up. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Since I moved from the United States, I have had four separate 

accountants. All but one have incorrectly filed my returns and 

needed to refile. Usually the process for each annual return lasts 

eight months and costs $1000. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana We have been denied bank accounts in the last two years 

because we are American citizens.  Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It took me two years to secure a basic bank account, and then 

only with a small mountain of paperwork, simply because I was 

an American. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am active in Switzerland and UK. I am a Swiss-US citizen and 

UK "settled". No UK bank has ever bothered me, or even asked, 

about my US status despite my being born in the USA. (My 

daughter, who was born in the UK and renounced was today 

asked by a bank if she "pays taxes to any country other than the 

UK". For her the answer is now "no".) On the other hand despite 

being a Swiss citizen (I have mortgages that predate FATCA; I 

have always since 1971 declared my foreign bank accounts on 

FBAR) and being domiciled in Switzerland under Swiss law 

(but also taxable in UK by physical presence, subject to US-UK 

tax treaty) Swiss banks have restricted my activity. As a result I 

keep my Swiss francs with PostFinance. There's an NYU Law 

School Globalex article on all of this, with references and links: 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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I'm not going to repeat all of that, including the penalties levied 

on foreign banks and US Persons, here. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Banking services denied last week. 

Financing denied last week. 

[I feel] anger and depression. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona There are only certain banks that take US citizens so instead of 

being able to make a choice as a consumer, e.g. which bank has 

the best fees, benefits, customer service, I am stuck with a small 

range of possibilities. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas We are effectively unable to save for retirement through 

investments in mutual funds and stocks because institutions in 

our country of residence don't accept US persons, and also 

because of the punitive way they are treated under US tax law. 

 

Only one bank in our country of residence will accept us as 

clients for regular banking and our mortgage, which means we 

can't shop around for other offers. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Connecticut My private bank had a complete, independent audit performed of 

my US income tax reporting (IRS 1040) for the past five years 

before allowing me to maintain my mortgage, cash and pension 

fund account with them. Until I was certified as "compliant" my 

family was put under considerable stress during the various 

interviews and forwarding of documents needed for the auditor, 

who resided in NYC. 

 

Following [this] audit, I was required to resubmit my IRS Form 

1040 for each of those years because I'd overlooked interest 

earned on my personal bank account, which amounted to less 

than $10 annually! 

 

I am convinced that the only reason I was able to keep my bank 

account here in Switzerland was because the Compliance Project 

Manager also happened to be my son's soccer coach! 

 

I was also dismayed to read that President Trump, shortly after 

arriving in office, proceeded to pass a mandate that exempted 

US firms with subsidiaries in foreign countries from reporting 

their foreign income with the IRS, whereas private citizens were 

still subjected to Citizen Based Taxation.  

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 



 
 

532 
 

The last time I visited the US Embassy in Berne, Switzerland to 

renew my US passport, everyone in line ahead of me was 

renouncing their US citizenship! 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida Banking issues, family business issues where we are left off 

because of US taxation, cost of preparing my taxes and 

complexity of knowing if you are completing everything 

correctly.  

 

I have had issues with not being included on bank accounts of 

my elderly parent because of my US citizenship, and this causes 

significant stress if something where to happen to them where I 

would need to access accounts but can’t. My parent is not a US 

citizen. 

 

All these issues are ongoing. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Ability to open up a bank account denied by several banks and 

have been taken off of certain joint bank accounts by my spouse 

as a result of FBAR and FATCA obligations. 

 

It is infuriating that just because you have a US passport you 

should be denied being able to open a bank account in a foreign 

country just because that country and bank doesn't want to have 

anything to do with the IRS. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia My name must be kept off my family's financial investments. 

Investments must be made in my spouse's name. 

 

We must take extraordinary steps to separate our finances and 

keep my non-US citizen spouse away from the US tax system. 

This isn't completely possible and causes anger and frustration. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Kentucky 
I wanted to do it the proper way no questions asked. This is 

because I could afford it. Perhaps if my financial situation was 

different I may have done something differently. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am a U.S. tax professional living abroad. Even as a 

credentialed and experienced tax professional, I find the U.S. tax 

laws for citizens living abroad confusing, difficult to fully 

comprehend, and punitive. It is often impossible to figure out 

how to treat a foreign assets, interests, and income through the 

US rubric (I see this as akin to making a square peg try to fit in a 

round hole.)   

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: California And as far as investing, I am simply never sure if I am in 

compliance anywhere. Not only are there many rules, but it's not 

even clear how to comply with them because they are so vague 

and imprecise. And I don't want to pay thousands to tax 

professionals just so they can explain the rules. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I opened a small business in France in which I was the 100% 

shareholder, then discovered this made it a CFC. This required 

completing a form which the IRS estimated would take in excess 

of 100 hours to complete. At the end of the form, I owed no tax 

because the numbers were so small. Yet I wasted all that time. 

Therefore, I changed my ownership to less than 10% to remove 

the CFC and thereby remove the reporting requirement. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I gave the company to my daughter after she renounced. No 

5471 or other issues since then. 

 

The firm has a long and pleasant history with Inland Revenue 

and now HMRC, and filed 5471s and FBARs for decades. It isn't 

a problem for us because by design, since 1970, the firm has 

never made a profit but paid out all of its earnings as salaries to 

family members. We lucked out on TT and GILTI I suppose. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Paying Transition tax even though there has been nothing to 

trigger this event, just a piece of legislation. Started paying 3 

years ago have 7 more to go. 

 

I feel it is unfair and unjust as I already pay taxes in the 

jurisdiction in which I live and work. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Because I am a tax professional, I chose to keep my filing 

simple, however this prohibits me from taking advantage of 

entity types in my foreign country that may be more 

advantageous. However, staying out of the 5471 filing 

requirement, which is very onerous, was more important to me 

than taking advantage of other entity types or even having to do 

a check the box election.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota The income tax, Social Security, and other burdens placed on 

American independent consultants who do not live in the United 

States is phenomenal. I paid a 32% tax rate. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I built a business in Switzerland and expanded to UK, 

Singapore, Poland and US. In 2017 we had good profits but 

since I didn’t have any external investors I kept the money in the 

company and did not take any dividends. I was told there is a 

change in law in 2019 and I was told to pay 300k. I didn’t even 

take the money as dividends. In 2019 we had losses but I still 

have to pay 300k!! I do not have that kind of money to pay so I 

been borrowing and paying it as installments. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It was difficult to get a business checking account, as well as a 

personal one. I had a small daycare business that did not 

generate a lot of revenue but regardless, I was constantly 

watching the accounts to be sure we were not going over the 

$10,000 limit. It was very depressing to constantly feel that I 

could not grow my business out of fear of being double taxed. 

All I was trying to do was establish an income for myself. 

Eventually, I closed the business as it was too much stress and 

not enough profit to make it worthwhile. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois In 2013 I lost my job due to the signature ruling. [Presumably 

this is a reference to FATCA] Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My wife could not find a bank. 

I had to prove that I had filed each year and paid my taxes. 

I had to disclose the name of my tax consultant in the USA. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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 I cannot serve on the board of directors in CH since I am A US 

citizen. 

I have to invest my money through a US company 

(Etrade/Interactive Brokers) 

I cannot have a safe deposit box in a Swiss bank. 

I cannot be a stockholder in a company where I consult or work 

since FATCA would make that company possibly a US tax 

liability. So when business owners hear that I am a dual citizen, 

the perform “social business distancing”, many times I felt like a 

threat to them! 

 

For many years I served as the VP of the Swiss American 

Society, thus helping American Expats get established in CH. I 

helped make them feel comfortable. The entire double-taxation 

and FATCA got me so frustrated that I resigned and left the 

organisation. 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Exactly one bank was willing to give us a mortgage. Others 

refused to speak with us when they heard my American accent. 

Incidentally, my husband is also foreign where we live, but he’s 

not American so it’s fine. I am actually also a citizen of where I 

live, but that doesn’t remove the stain of being American. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Connecticut FATCA has failed to serve its purpose of identifying US tax 

evaders, and instead placed an unnecessary burden on American 

citizens who live and work outside of the US. It's simply 

ridiculous that we're required by US law to report our personal 

financial account information regarding funds held in a bank 

account where we reside. Where else are we supposed to keep 

our money?  My US bank, Navy Federal Credit Union, has 

refused for years to continue issuing me a credit card because I 

now reside in Switzerland.  

 

I also fear that my son will soon be stressed by the need to 

submit his own income tax forms when he turns 18 and begins 

his career, leading him to conclude that he would prefer to 

renounce his US citizenship rather than be proud of his 

American heritage. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia Disabled children are a particular case that have no solution. 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have dual citizenship and used my other passport to open a 

bank account in my host country. If I had disclosed the US 

citizenship, I would have been denied the bank account, and 

would not have been able to deposit my salary. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana Laborious and unhelpful because the people at the IRS don't 

seem to actually understand the circumstances of US citizens 

living abroad. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona As a US tax professional I have frequent contact with the IRS. 

Hold times are long and many agents are not well educated on 

international issues. The IRS does not provide sufficient support 

for US taxpayers overseas. For Accidental Americans, paying a 

tax bill or receiving a refund (due to a refundable credit) can be 

very difficult.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I attempted to get advice by phone when Form 8938 was 

introduced. I was told it was too new for them to have been 

trained to use it. Yet I was still expected to learn to file it.  

 

I tried to set up an account to verify that an estimated tax 

payment cleared. Without a U.S. address, this proved 

impossible. (It was also impossible to make the payment without 

using a friend’s account. I don’t have a U.S. bank account. I 

haven’t lived there in decades.) 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Payments sent and not accounted for by the IRS! 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I had my identity stolen, so had many communications with the 

IRS. I still have issues getting a credit report run as I don't have 

an USA address. I still don't know what other damage is done. 

The IRS still has a pin assigned to my account and my tax 

advisor wants me to apply for a new SS number but I think that 

will just be more stressful. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I actually had one experience with an IRS employee who spent 

more than two hours with me on the phone who then realized 

that the IRS made a mistake worth several thousand dollars 

because they hadn't inputted properly the form showing that we 

were residents abroad. This was in response to a threatening 

letter we had gotten from the IRS saying that we owed several 

thousand dollars. You can imagine the stress this caused us. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida IRS staff are not cognizant of the complexities of issues related 

to US citizens abroad.  

 

They send mail with time sensitive information and when you 

try and call to let them know that the information arrived after 

the deadline they refer you to some statute and cannot help you.  

 

Sometimes you have to wait an eternity on a long-distance call 

to get ahold of someone and there is no specific support or 

knowledge of the staff for US Americans abroad. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia Long telephone wait time that costs exorbitant amount, only to 

get lost in the telephone system having to make multiple calls to 

reach person. When reached person, was not trained in subject 

so conversation useless. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington By mail takes forever and it often seems that the questions I pose 

are purposefully misunderstood. 

 

By phone costs a good deal of time waiting (and associated 

calling costs are high). 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana It is infuriating and humiliating to not be able to get a bank 

account in Switzerland where I live because of the implication of 

being American who is not of a high enough income level for 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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the bank to be willing to deal with me, given all the reporting 

drama that the US gov demands.  

 

At the beginning of my career when I worked as a volunteer in 

East Africa and earned approximately 8000 dollars per year, I 

just assumed that I did not need to file tax forms as my income 

was so low. Three years in I was fined almost 7000 dollars. It 

was completely, obscenely unfair.  

 

My ex-husband, who is not American, was also harassed for not 

paying bloody US taxes when his only affiliation was marriage 

to me! This issue created such drama in our already fragile union 

that he ended up breaking up with me, because it was simply too 

stressful to be a low-income person associated with the United 

States of America.  

 

It is a nightmare and I am actually thinking I will just give up 

my citizenship eventually. Now my daughter, who is 21 and 

lives in the UK and has the income of a 4 hours per week coffee 

shop job (that is now off anyways because of the pandemic), is 

expected to pay taxes to the bloody United States. She has never 

lived in the United States, and has almost no income! So it will 

be another couple hundred dollars for me to get her taxes done (I 

pay 500 dollars per year to get mine done!) because I am so 

traumatized that I might do it wrong and get another massive 

fine.  

 

It is awful. It creates enormous stress and anger towards my own 

country. 
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I am extremely frustrated with the situation. If I could renounce, 

I would. But we are a four-person family, and so would need 

over $10,000 to renounce. And we don't yet qualify to apply for 

citizenship in our current country. When we do, that will be 

another ~$10,000. it is like being stuck between a rock and a 

hard place: to keep filing US taxes and paying ridiculous tax 

prep fees (and sometimes owing taxes to the US on income 

we've already been taxes on here), or scraping together $20,000 

to renounce and gain new citizenship. Why should these be our 

only options to live in the country of our choice? 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to keep my citizenship as I feel American as well as 

Swiss, but it is hard to do so. Banking is much more 

complicated, many investments are impossible, and I spend 

hours every year filling out the returns. My husband wants to 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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renounce, but I don’t want him to because I would like our 

children to have the choice. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Connecticut I expect that I will be forced to renounce my US citizenship 

before my retirement if Residence Based Taxation has not been 

introduced by then, otherwise I am worried that my Swiss 

pension will be taxed as a cash outlay for US tax purposes rather 

than as income eligible for the Foreign Earned Income 

Exclusion that I currently take advantage of, since my pension 

fund is not a recognised Individual Retirement Account by the 

IRS. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Former resident of: California I would like the American citizens living abroad to not be 

double taxed. There are not enough of us to even make a dent in 

the financial misery of the USA. The USA is the only country 

who punishes their citizens for living abroad and working 

abroad. 

 

The day I renounced citizenship was horrible - I felt anger at 

being forced to renounce citizenship because of the new law but 

in order not to lose a bank account I had to take this step. Not 

having enough on the account to be liable for dual taxes did not 

count because the banks do not want to fill in all the paperwork 

demanded by the US government and send these to the States. 

Most do not have enough command of English to even be able to 

fill in such forms. 

 

The Swiss embassy has Swiss employees and these were always 

very unfriendly and often downright nasty. My experiences with 

the consulate and then embassy have always been very bad. 

People with translators receive green cards, from countries never 

heard of but are here in Switzerland and getting everything from 

the Embassy whereas, I as a citizen was treated like garbage. As 

the Swiss employee did on the morning I renounced.  

 

Appointment for 10 a.m. and at 11:50 the Swiss lady about 64 

yrs old said: what are you doing here? I then blew up and yelled 

at her. She walked off and suddenly an American showed up 

told me to raise my hand and swear that I was renouncing of my 

own free will and sign here and bye. BUT the 400 dollars in 

NEW bills was taken 5 minutes after I arrived at the office. It 

was a terrible day, of loss, of anger and of knowing that the US 

government is more interested in non-citizens than citizens.  

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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The government does not care at all - it would be better for every 

town and city to have a bank account where everyone living and 

employed pays in a certain sum every month and then from this 

all expensed that the town has are paid for. That way the money 

we earn and give to the governing body would be accounted for 

and actually used for its original purpose. 

 

American citizens not living in the USA will always be left to 

their own devices even while demanding that those with higher 

bank accounts pay and pay again. 

 

I was not even 21 when I had to get married due to the Swiss 

changing the law for foreigners and the man who I had to swear 

that I had never been married before, never even asked me why I 

was getting married too young etc I would have said because my 

small salary did not cover a flight back to the States and after 8 

years of abandonment in boarding schools etc by my parents and 

no help from the embassy...) Anyway, all these years of feelings 

were present on that day, July 16, 2013. The day I became a 

citizen in Honolulu when I was born. Even if not a citizen, I will 

always be an American and I will always consider most 

Americans one of the most kindest and helpful people on earth. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Former resident of: Wisconsin My account in one bank was closed by the bank because I was a 

US Person. My other bank threatened to close my accounts. I 

could not have functioned. 

 

I believe I'm safe. However, I vaguely remember seeing 

something from the DOJ that said I shouldn't throw anything 

away for ten years because they might come after me again. 

 

imo, FBAR and FATCA are premised on the notion that a 

citizen is the property of his government. They should be 

revoked. 

 

I am American to my bones. The Preamble of the Constitution, 

the Declaration of Independence... But only the philosophy, not 

the policies. So renouncing was both cutting out my soul and 

emancipation. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
I have lived in five countries since leaving the US almost 30 

years ago. Some then-new countries in eastern Europe did not 

even have clear tax laws for non-citizens, much less agreements 

with the US. Trying to be compliant was always a mess. In the 

first years (1990s), my (non-US) employer paid for accountants 

to do my tax forms. Even the Big4 had to get creative in the 

circumstances. When I worked in Latvia I found myself tax-

liable in three countries (Germany, Latvia, US) since there were 

not yet treaties in force. I stopped filing in the US for two years 

because I would have had no more money (note: once the 

German-Latvian tax treaty came into effect, I was refunded the 

taxes I had had deducted from my German paycheck. No 

illusion that any such thing might have happened from the US!).  

 

After that debacle, I tried to be compliant about filing but was 

contacted by an IRS agent and forced to apply for an amnesty, 

which was granted and I went on. (this was before streamlining 

was offered) Then after I got married, the IRS bullied me to 

include my (German) husband's income, which I steadfastly 

refused to do. Things got unpleasant and I stopped filing and 

essentially disappeared. I worked at that time in Swiss banks and 

was very aware of the increasing pressures coming from the US: 

at the same time, I was shielded by my employers. 

 

When I left the industry and became self-employed, I continued 

to stay under the radar but found my financial services, 

investment possibilities, and pension savings all under attack as 

Swiss banks were forced to curtail their offerings to US citizens. 

I couldn't afford to stay a citizen, as my entire pension savings 

are in Switzerland. 

 

We are ordinary working people who pay taxes where we live 

and have nothing to hide. I am sick of being treated by the US as 

a potential financial criminal. People who have enough assets to 

hide and who want to hide their financial activities will always 

have the ability to do so. It's the "regular folk" who live in fear 

of existence-threatening penalties. The US needs to treat its non-

resident citizens the way that other civilized countries do. 

 

I completed my FATCA obligations as part of a streamlining 

process, and am still in the process of constructing the required 

tax returns to be considered streamlined-compliant at 

renunciation. It is complicated because my husband and I file 

together in Switzerland (as required) so I have to untangle "my" 

finances for the US forms. 

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Additionally, our son is a US citizen (accidental American, born 

in Switzerland) and I don't really want to include him as a 

dependent yet I don't want to have to pay any back tax to the US. 

I thought about hiring someone to do the forms, but seeing as I'd 

have to do the untangling of data for the past years myself 

anyway, it doesn't save me much effort and just costs more 

money. Frankly I am beginning to wonder if I should even 

bother: I always wanted a "clean exit" so I never have to think 

about it anymore, but it is really onerous. And what if I call 

attention to myself by filing? I can't afford to pay any penalties. 

(obviously I have not filed the exit form yet either, because... 

one thing after another.) I just want this relationship to be over. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I paid a significant amount to a professional tax preparer and 

ended up paying a significant amount of taxes to the US 

although as a student I had an extremely low income and was 

barely taxed for it in my resident country which in turn meant I 

had nothing to deduct from my US taxes. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
[As a US citizen, I experienced] job discrimination, denied 

position, [and] had pension plan insurance policy terminated. 

 

Renouncing was quick: an appointment within 2 weeks of 

calling (Bern) and CLN received within 3 months. The feeling is 

one of having been a victim of extortion (the completely 

unjustified renunciation fee which is a de facto ransom for 

freedom) and spoliation.  

 

No other country in the world places its diaspora in a situation 

where its members can no longer afford their citizenship. It is 

absolutely outrageous. In this respect the US is nothing but a 

bully. Citizenship-based taxation which is the root of all evil 

here, is a bastard and inbred system. Bastard because it was 

originally meant as tool of dissuasion (to persuade US citizens 

not to leave the US during the civil war) not taxation per se. 

Inbred, because the US refuses to consider how taxation of 

individuals is practiced around the world. It would rather stick to 

its dogmatic ignorance rather than recognize that it should 

practice the standard of residency-based taxation like 242 out 

244 existing tax jurisdictions in the world today.  

 

[I feel] deep and lasting resentment against the US for having 

been considered and treated like a second-class citizen and 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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placed in an untenable situation leaving me with no realistic, 

practical choice but that of renouncing my US citizenship which 

I would never have done otherwise. 

 

US diaspora citizens renounce their US citizenship because they 

get caught between the hammer and the anvil of US fiscal 

imperialism and FATCA compliant countries that want to avoid 

potential judicial problems with the US. To do so they eliminate 

or strictly limit their exposure to the vectors of that risk who 

happen to be US persons in the US fiscal sense of the term. The 

financial and non-financial, direct and indirect consequences of 

being caught in this madness is what drives these US citizens to 

renounce their US citizenship. If the US practiced residency-

based taxation of individuals like the rest of the world does, the 

vast majority of US "renouncers" would still be US citizens 

today and the US would still be benefiting from the valuable 

contributions of these good people.  
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Never lived in US  I was happy to learn about still being an US citizen and received 

my first US passport at age 40. Before that, I travelled to the 

USA with my other passport, without any problems. 

 

I was always told, that without having lived in the USA before 

age 18, I would lose the citizenship, especially after having 

served in the non-US army. 

 

The US should respect that citizens outside of the US have local 

banks and pension funds that comply with local laws. The 

treatment of foreign banks and with that the treatment of foreign 

banks with US customers has mainly been the reason to 

renounce, as it was getting impossible to do any investments 

with a bank. 

 

In regards to foreign pension funds and the full taxation of the 

US regarding any pension received, it is practically impossible 

to live abroad, depending on a pension with two countries 

wanting taxes, in my case, about 45% of the pension would be 

going to taxes, as the taxation changes from earned income to 

pension (non-income). That also was one main reason to 

renounce. 

 

Without the described problems with banking and taxation, I 

would not have renounced my citizenship. As I never lived in 

the US, but liked to go there for vacation. 

 

The process was rather fast and within 2 months I received an 

appointment. The climate in the embassy was rather cool but 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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very professional. I was about the second in line for renouncing 

and suppose another one or two right after me. 

 

My feelings were rather neutral about giving up the citizenship, 

but under other circumstances I would have kept it. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Georgia 
It is impossible to save for retirement overseas, due to US 

double taxation. There is zero compatibility between the US 

system and the local retirement savings plans - as interest rates 

have fallen, the effect of US double taxation has actually caused 

the local retirement system to generate negative returns. On top 

of that, there are no other financial vehicles available due to 

FATCA. 

 

The FBAR is not just tedious and superfluous, it is dangerous. 

Mistakes are inevitable and as soon as you realize them, you are 

in for calamity. 

 

NOTHING is compatible with US law and every time Congress, 

Treasury or the IRS make a new rule, they do not consider the 

outsized impact on Americans overseas. This is the definition of 

chaos - bounded input, unbounded output. Nobody should have 

to live this way. Those who live unharmed by Washington are 

on borrowed time. 

 

The best advice I have ever been given is to be plausible, not 

compliant. That means that the best way to live a normal life is 

to be a criminal to the most powerful empire in history. 

 

I regret that I and my children are last generation Americans. 

 

We are a family of four. My son made the decision to 'give up' 

on the GOP when the TCJA excluded Americans overseas. He 

was humiliated when he turned 18 by having his US and home 

accounts closed and only allowed a basic checking account. He 

felt like a criminal or a subject of a far-off, authoritarian regime 

while all of his friends were building their plans for their futures. 

 

Within a year, my wife and daughter followed him into 

renunciation. I was the last one holding out hope for a solution. I 

am deeply connected to my family who are all ingrained in 

American culture. I felt torn between my family and heritage on 

one side and my obligation to my children to take care of them 

and not become a burden to them. I felt utterly defeated on the 

day that I paid my manumission (the 4th and final one that came 

from our limited savings). 

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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I called my cousin and sought to be consoled. It left me with a 

deep emotional scar that I am sure that I will never recover from. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced in the past year  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Kentucky 
To be made to feel like a criminal when you are a law abiding 

tax paying citizen is shameful. My life was riddled with 

emotional and financial stress to remain compliant. Even giving 

the acronym GILTI to acts for people living abroad tells you 

how the government feels about expats. They all assume we are 

evading taxes. The extreme numbers of renouncements tells you 

that citizens are not leaving because they want to, they are 

renouncing because the financial burden to remain American has 

exceeded their pain threshold. There are better ways 

forward.....the first and foremost should be taxation based on 

residency instead of citizenship like every single country in the 

world does with the exception of Eritrea....what does that tell 

you! 

 

The process was easy and straight forward in Bern. I felt a range 

of emotions that day, sadness, anger, sorrow and defeat 

included. But when it was done a sense of relief and calm 

washed over me. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My bank account was threatened. 

My life insurance was threatened. 

 

My blog says it all. 

https://theexpatwriter.blogspot.com/2011/12/one-of-saddest-

days.html 

 

Because I have renounced other than having my bank call me in 

regularly to make sure I am still not American, I am free, free, 

free. I also survived a threat to cancel my life insurance but my 

CLN removed the threat. However five years ago I married an 

American throwing me back into taxation, FATCA, FBAR 

issues which are a PITA (Pain in the ASS). 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: [withheld] 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly resided in: US Army, 

Germany 
As a Veteran, the decision was hard. Upon repeating the oath 

and leaving the consulate I walked with a lighter step - as if a ton 

of bricks had been removed from my shoulders. Never resented 

renouncing. Life is easier and I was able to wholeheartedly smile 

again. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

https://theexpatwriter.blogspot.com/2011/12/one-of-saddest-days.html
https://theexpatwriter.blogspot.com/2011/12/one-of-saddest-days.html
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Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey US online banking - you need usually an USA address to keep 

your USA account and need a US cell phone number to access 

apps. I was only able to keep my BofA account as I was a 

customer since 1988. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Government needs to figure out a way to go after tax evaders 

and cheaters while taking the burden of normal people working 

and living in a foreign country with no intention to cheat the 

system.  

 

Which begs the question - why should the system even be in 

place? It's ridiculous that US citizens and persons should have to 

report any income not earned from US sources. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I would like to see an end to CBT, obviously.  
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas US citizens overseas receive zero services from the US 

government; why should we be taxed? US citizens overseas 

have no representation - voting in the last state where you lived 

is irrelevant. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Repeal FATCA, Repeal GILTI, enact RBT, reduce the fee for 

renunciation. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I would like to be able to live freely in my Country of residence 

without fear of being penalized for being American. This 

situation is ridiculous and forcing me to decide whether or not to 

keep my US Citizenship. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana US citizens paying taxes in their country of residence should not 

be expected to pay taxes to the USA as well. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [CBT] is unfair and needs to be repealed. 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like not to file US returns as I receive no services or 

income from the country and have never lived there. I do not see 

why I should have to declare my bank accounts in my country of 

residence, and why I should be precluded from certain 

investments because of my U.S. citizenship. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to see Residency Based Taxation. No filing 

requirement on foreign assets, beyond perhaps filing a statement 

that you live entirely abroad. (Of course, U.S. source income and 

property can be legitimately taxed by the U.S.) 

 

Abolish FBAR and FATCA for Americans living abroad. We 

aren’t tax dodgers. We need bank accounts where we live. If 

these are kept, at least recognize foreign retirement plans as 

“qualified” and allow us to participate. Also permit foreign 

mutual funds. As tedious as tax filing is, what really keeps me 

up at night is being unable to save for my future. 

 

Thank you for this survey. I hope someone reads the results. I’ve 

filled out countless surveys over the years, but no one in 

Congress cares. We’re demonized by the right (as antipatriotic) 

and the left (as wealthy tax dodgers). Bipartisan unity in 

misunderstanding us. The wealthy will always have options 

(legal and illegal) to shield their assets. It’s the middle class 

who’s bearing the burden of FATCA. People who moved abroad 

not to hide assets but for love of a person/country/language or 

employment. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see CBT, FBAR and FATCA repealed. 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I’d like to see [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] abolished. 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

Maryland 
No more taxes and filing obligations for citizens living outside 

the US. Just like it is done in (almost) any other state in the 

world. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California No taxation for US citizens living abroad. FATCA and FBAR 

should be repealed. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Stop double taxation. 

the US Supreme court has stopped it between the States with the 

USA. 

Stop FATCA, it is one sided and the Chinese ignore it. 

Stop FBAR. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Change to RBT please. I already pay tax in CH, why do I need 

to pay to the USA too. I have not lived there since 2003. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I diligently file my return, which I would like to stop doing with 

adoption of residency-based tax. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania FATCA should be abolished as well as no longer being taxed 

when living abroad. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The US is missing a huge opportunity in supporting its citizens 

abroad. We could be an important resource to help promote the 

US in the countries we reside. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I believe that the US in general should only tax US nonresident 

citizens' activities in the US - but not their worldwide income.  

 

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Florida End taxation without representation, like all other countries in 

the world. Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia FATCA to be repealed. Stop US exterritorial application. Let US 

persons have normal banking, retirement, investment accounts in 

foreign country or in US. Both not possible now. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Taxation should be based on where you reside. And I do pay 

taxes where I live. If I live in the US, I pay taxes there.  

 

The best idea I have seen is to make another category of person 

in the tax law (qualified non-resident). Based on this status, you 

do not have to file taxes to the US (unless you have US source 

income) and the FBAR and FATCA requirements should be 

removed. (https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-

12-11/a-letter-on-tax-from-9-million-u-s-expats-to-janet-yellen) 

 

I am happy to see the creation to SEAT. This is really needed 

and really important work. 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio USA needs to shift to residence-based taxation. This relic from 

the civil war needs to be retired.  

 

While fbar and fatca may be required for us persons they should 

have zero implications for those living outside USA.  

 

Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-12-11/a-letter-on-tax-from-9-million-u-s-expats-to-janet-yellen
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-12-11/a-letter-on-tax-from-9-million-u-s-expats-to-janet-yellen
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Therefore there needs to be a way of showing local financial 

institutions that I’m not subject to US tax and therefore 

exempted from these rules. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly resided in: US Army, 

Germany 
Remove all non-resident financial obligations for those who 

wish to or need to keep their citizenship. 
Resident of: Switzerland 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

TAIWAN 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Idaho Filling out my taxes from Taiwan was an arduous process. I got 

very frustrated at the tax companies as well as the laws, I felt 

like there were some bait-and-switch tactics at some points, and 

nonsensical rules at others. One example is that on the US IRS 

website they list 'free tax companies' for you to use, but I found 

that all of them switch to a paid model once you input that you 

live outside the US. I ended up using H&R block; but even when 

using one of the biggest tax return companies, I felt like there 

was often not an option for me to choose that described my 

situation. Consultation for these problems was expensive, so I 

instead spent hours researching tax laws and forms to make sure 

I was filling out the correct return. 

 

It's something in the back of my mind that I don't totally 

understand; basically I live my life normally in Taiwan and for 

most intents & purposes am treated the same as a local 

Taiwanese living & working here, but I know that when tax 

season comes around I suddenly have to figure out how much I 

owe, how to file, and any other random forms (ex. the form for 

having a foreign account with > $10,000 USD). All my non-

American friends are shocked every year that I have to do taxes 

even though I'm not in the US. 

Resident of: Taiwan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It is simply an exercise in frustration gathering tax materials 

twice in one year for two separate tax agencies, one in Taiwan 

and one in the US. Not to mention the accounting costs which 

are generally considerable. 

Resident of: Taiwan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Idaho I had to pay a fine for contributing to my Roth IRA last year, as 

apparently if you pay no taxes then you can't contribute to an 

IRA. Perhaps I should have known this, but it felt very 

frustrating to suddenly need to pay $300 simply because I was 

trying to plan for my future. 

Resident of: Taiwan 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like those with established residency abroad, is paid by a 

foreign entity, and has fulfilled a tax liability in that country to 

be fully exempt from all current obligations related to tax filing, 

FBAR, and FATCA. I've spent thousands every year complying 

with these requirements only to have zero tax obligation in the 

US. 

 

The requirements for these should be lifted once someone has 

established residency (via the host countries laws) and can 

provide proof of a satisfied foreign tax obligation through filing 

in that country. 

Resident of: Taiwan 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

THAILAND 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Sometimes [I contemplate] suicide. 

 

When I sit down to do my tax returns on my foreign income I 

struggle for many reasons because of my disability. I have 

ADHD and PTSD and I have a hard time with certain myths and 

understanding the tax papers. Twice I have had to file tax returns 

without any help and hoping that I get everything correct.  

 

Because of my PTSD from being a former federal law 

enforcement officer and from investigating corruption where I 

use to live, the toll of the US imperial taxation system has added 

more to my issues including attempted suicide, arguments with 

family members, falling out with family members in the states, 

loss of sleep, concentration, I chose not to have children as well 

because I do not want this tax burden put on them, and I have a 

shared hatred for US politicians and embassies.  

 

I feel that I am not allowed to be free and that what our founding 

fathers fought for has been raped by the political system we have 

today. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is unfair for Americans abroad to be limited in their ability to 

make investments for their future due to punitive taxation. Also, 

in some instances you would be doubled taxed by both your 

country of residence and the United States, making it more 

difficult to save money for living expenses and retirement in the 

long term. Many of the issues make it harder for US expats to 

get ahead financially. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada Any mutual funds I invest in are ridiculously complicated from a 

US tax standpoint. 

 

I cannot invest in US Mutual Funds but only in ETF in my US 

Schwab account. 

 

The US filing requirements put significant stress and load on my 

time. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois International taxation is complicated and expensive. It gives me 

and the preparers headaches. If one earns income outside the US 

and pays local taxes, why must it be taxed in the US as well? 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada It is ridiculously complicated to get Thai documents translated 

and to explain the difference in the Thai system to a US based 

tax attorney, even to a specialist. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I feared the implications if I did not report items that I had failed 

to report since I didn’t know I had to report them and since I had 

never filed FBAR due to not knowing and understanding the 

filing requirement. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I never received anything back from the IRS after I emailed 

them. Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada They often ask me to confirm my filing in case it is a fraudulent 

return. 

 

They are not open 24 hours a day so I often have to call at 

midnight my time via SKYPE because they use an 800 number. 

 

It is a ridiculously antiquated system. 

Resident of: Thailand 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

UGANDA 
Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I don't make enough to justify having someone else prepare my 

tax returns, So i do it to the best of my ability, but it is 

complicated. I have needed to amend a return in which I entered 

something incorrectly.  

Resident of: Uganda 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am keeping my name of the house my husband and I are 

building even though I would feel better having my name on it 

in case something happens to him, but I don't want to be liable 

for US capital gains taxes if we sell the house in the future. 

 

I have not opened a local bank account where I live, but mainly 

because I have not needed to with all of my income going to my 

US bank accounts. I have avoided opening a joint account with 

my husband. 

Resident of: Uganda 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My ideal work and income source would be independent 

consulting but the tax implications for this are complicated and a 

hindrance for me. 

Resident of: Uganda  

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I was unable to create an online account because I don't have a 

US cell phone they could validate. I only use Google voice for a 

us phone number. I have successfully reached IRS 

representatives by phone. I tried to use the online tool for 

entering direct deposit details for the stimulus payment, but was 

not able to enter direct deposit details, but don't remember why. 

I got a paper check in the mail. 

Resident of: Uganda 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Being a US citizen expat is a burden and no longer a benefit in 

world ranking due to the stringent tax implications. International 

banks give US citizens a hard time for one, it’s difficult to enter 

into business with others who are not US citizens due to the IRS 

filling requirements.  

 

I believe that US citizens working abroad bring high value to the 

US economy due to serving the interests of US business and 

keeping our nation competitive however due to the heavy taxes 

we face makes us uncompetitive as you will find less Americans 

in international markets. Furthermore US expat taxes doesn't 

take into account the cost of living in each country, the bracket is 

drawn for all countries. However expenses like schooling, rent, 

groceries, utilities differ from country to country which makes it 

difficult to survive in environments such as the UAE. Our nation 

is one of the only nations in the world which taxes its citizens 

living abroad, however it’s the most nation which requires its 

citizens to be in international markets to serve our internal 

economy and grow exports into international countries. Sadly to 

say it is becoming a burden being a US citizen living abroad and 

our competitive advantage is dwindling in the international 

markets. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Tennessee Unable to make investments, banks avoids dealing with 

Americans as it is so complicated and worry about liabilities for 

being punished by USA laws and policies and it is unfair to us as 

Americans where other countries, they do not pay taxes by 

living outside their countries while we do and it creates unequal 

net pay, paper work is so complicated too. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have been denied access to invest in local stocks or bonds due 

to my US citizenship. Additionally opening a local credit card 

that is different than the standard credit card type back in the US 

can be problematic from a tax standpoint. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I don’t know how to do it. And there’s no clear info about it as 

well. Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska I find it hard to get good financial advice based on my tax 

situation. I pay high fees for basic tax preparation. I also have 

had trouble with my state tax return not being accepted because I 

don’t have a w2. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Two years ago brokerage account closed due to US citizenship 

in Germany.  

 

At the same time JP Morgan in USA closed my YS brokerage 

account as I had a German address. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas We have been denied permission to bank at several places where 

we currently live in the UAE due to the bank's requirements to 

FATCA. We have also been denied loans due to our American 

citizenship. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [I was] denied to open account in bank because of US 

citizenship. Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas The biggest risk we face is finding competent tax advisors to 

assist in completing our annual returns. We have been overseas 

for six years and every year we must try again to find someone 

who is familiar with the nuances of foreign earned income while 

residing abroad. It also rolls over to our investments and trying 

to plan for retirement down the road. It is similarly taxing and 

expensive to find advisors again familiar with the implications 

of investing money for the future as Americans living overseas 

with plans to return. It would relieve so much stress if rules were 

straightforward enough to find competent advisors. We do our 

best to find the accurate advice but we are never confident that 

we won't be penalized down the road for something of which we 

are unaware. It is just too complex. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado My business partner and I both file FBARs for foreign accounts 

where we are both signatories. I have since asked to be removed 

from the foreign accounts which caused my business partner to 

delegate to someone else which is unusual in our business 

model. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota No covid benefits even though I pay 15.3% self-employment 

taxes on every dime I earn. 

 

My UAE take-home earnings are less than my colleagues from 

every other country I work with. I’m the only one who’s taxed. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Difficult to find job in tough and competitive market outside 

USA. European equivalent person takes job with lower salary as 

they don't have to pay taxes. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I’ve lost an opportunity to lead a company as Managing director 

but finally rejected for the role due to the fact that I had to be a 

signatory and the majority shareholder was not a US citizen and 

did not want to disclose any company financials. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington If our nation wants to tax its citizens living abroad, then there 

should be some sort of IRS presence in major countries around 

the world. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado No problems with any of [my] interactions [with the IRS]. 
Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Tennessee Very terrible experience and specially with any retirement 

investment plans. Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota [I] regret having a U.S. passport because it makes me 

uncompetitive in business. 

 

I am not rich. I have been an instructor or trainer for all of my 

career abroad. Overseas taxation is the single thing motivating 

me to abandon my U.S. citizenship. It hurts me financially in the 

marketplace. 

 

It’s burdensome and unfair. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska I don’t have issues opening non-US bank accounts, but am 

denied opening US bank accounts, credit cards and investments 

because I’m not a resident - even though I pay taxes and 

maintain a physical address in US. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Foreign banks are reluctant to work with Americans because of 

onerous reporting requirements. US investment banks don’t 

want customers who aren’t in the U.S.  

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Move to territorial-based taxation like the rest of the world.  

 

And as a first step exclude local banking accounts from FATCA 

reporting. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kansas It would be amazing to have an easier way to file from abroad. It 

is nuanced and difficult to find someone qualified to complete 

the process accurately. There is always a doubt in how it's been 

done. 

 

Also, it would be amazing to have some representation on our 

behalf, rather than needing to resort to grassroots efforts in every 

attempt to communicate our situation! Americans abroad are 

citizens subject to "taxation without representation" which 

should not be allowed! 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Having US citizens living internationally is an added benefit to 

the US and its economy, we assist in keeping US products and 

services competitive on a global scale. More and more 

Americans are renouncing their citizenship due to international 

taxation and difficulty to live abroad. A proper review of law has 

not been conducted in several years and the income brackets 

based on international living standards do not match. Allow your 

citizens to perform overseas in order for our export economy to 

grow. 

 

A small example which is frustrating for several US citizens in 

our community. Hypothetically, if I’m head of department at a 

firm and I’m making an annual income of 150,000 per year and 

a family of 4. 

One of my staff members is British/ Canadian or even Chinese, 

is making 120,000 per year.  

After US taxes my income amount to almost the same as the 

employee who works under my team with several years of 

experience gap, furthermore the expenses of rent and schooling 

is 10-fold the US and that leaves no room for saving and in turn 

means less money to be sent back to the US for investment. 

When the day comes that a position for a non-US corporation 

arises then guess who isn’t the front runner due to the signatory 

requirement which the shareholders don't agree with disclosing 

the company's financials since the company doesn't have a US 

presence. I speak on behalf of several US citizens living abroad 

and request our government to take the (million citizens abroad 

more seriously as we represent what makes American products, 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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services, education and several other fields in demand to 

international markets.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska America should be more progressive and not demand tax 

returns. I would also prefer to invest in the US as if I were there 

since they discourage investing otherwise/outside. Can’t make it 

impossible for us to do either. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Tennessee Change the taxation policies so if you live and work outside the 

USA you will be fully excluded from taxation to be fair to other 

citizens. Also, make it easier for American to connect to 401k 

programs and make retirement programs outside USA less 

restrictive to Americans. 

Resident of: United Arab Emirates 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California It is by far the most stressful part of my life. The interplay 

between U.K. and US tax regulations are too complicated for me 

to understand. I’m just a normal guy trying to live my life 

unmolested. 

 

When I discovered that the penalty for not filing FBAR was 

50% of the max balance and (at that time) there was no amnesty. 

At great expense I am current with all returns and FBAR.  

 

I suffered a severe nervous breakdown which destroyed my 

marriage and my health and contributed to losing my job. My 

bank (HSBC) subjected me to an endless series of forms before 

reluctantly letting me keep my account. Another bank would not 

accept me because of my USA connection. 

 

For a while I was suicidal and had to seek medical help. The 

doctor did not know about CBT and FATCA but could 

understand how and why it was ruining my life. 

 

This situation is absolute hell. I was proud to be an American, 

now I can’t wait to renounce. 

 

I would like the USA to stop treating ordinary people like 

criminals just because they choose to live abroad. In my case 

almost my entire family lives in the U.K. where I was born. Two 

of my three brothers have already renounced over this issue. I’m 

considering the same. It is hell. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Every year I spend a lot of money to owe nothing.  

 

US taxation is a constant stress in my life. I am approaching 60 

and I cannot find anyone who can help me figure out the tax 

implications of retirement outside vs inside US. I have no idea 

what I'm going to do.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The current tax policies limit my ability to live my life. I could 

have my accounts closed against my wishes, I could be refused a 

mortgage, I can be taxed on the benefits I receive in my primary 

country of citizenship, I could have a romantic relationship 

strained by tax requirements, and I could be financial worse off 

trying to prove to the US that I am not hiding money from them. 

I want the US to stop taxing those who live abroad. If I do not 

live or work in the US, then I should not have to pay taxes there 

or report my finances when I do not owe taxes. I want the US 

out of my life in the U.K. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut Currently sorting out my mother’s estate (CA), and for me to 

access the assets could leave me liable for huge inheritance tax 

or capital gains in the UK. 

 

Having to find someone truly who understands US and UK tax 

laws leaves me so stressed that I have insomnia. For 20 years 

living in the UK I never am confident that I have correctly filed 

taxes in either country. Even the FBAR requirements are 

difficult to get clear yet the penalties are worrying. 

 

Sometimes I’m concerned that I will be stopped at passport 

control on a trip home b/c I have inadvertently misrepresented 

myself. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have had incredible trouble filing tax returns in two different 

countries with different tax years. I have had major problems 

getting information from UK accountants and financial 

institutions because they don't seem to understand how 

important it is that I need accurate information in a timely 

manner. 

 

The first US based accountancy firm I used (supposed experts in 

expat taxes) made major errors for the three years I used them. 

The accountant responsible was fired and I paid to have the 

correct forms completed, but they still gave me incorrect 

information. I am happy with the competence of my current 

accountant, but not the cost. It costs me nearly a month of my 

meager income to pay to have my return completed. This year, 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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as my income has been drastically reduced due to the pandemic, 

I paid nearly two months of my income. (More than double what 

my UK accountant cost to file in the UK.) 

 

[To say] I felt - despair and dread [would be] an understatement. 

I know this sounds overly dramatic but there have been times 

when I have been suicidal with trying to deal with this with 

being alone with no real emotional support or help. (Yeah, that 

sounds like 'alas, woe is me' but it has gotten to that point.) 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland My husband, who is not American, and I have had to divide up 

all of our personal assets in order to remove him from my 

onerous US taxation requirements. This has been going on for 

years. At some point I will give up my US citizenship in order to 

live like a 'normal' UK citizen and take advantage of UK 

investments.  

 

I find the entire situation very stressful and stupid. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I feel angry, scared, and frustrated about my personal financial 

future should anything happen to my husband. I’m happy to pay 

my fair share of taxes for the community in which I live. But to 

spend £1800 to file and not owe anything is burdensome. 

 

The potential double capital gains tax on our home should we 

ever decide to sell was enough to not have my name on the 

mortgage or title. My retirement hinges on my husband’s ability 

to invest properly for the both of us. That is terrifying. 

 

But even more terrifying was the thought of smart investments 

being taxed by two countries, leaving me without money to feed 

myself or heat my home should I have the privilege to live well 

into retirements years. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I am unable to find competent accountants or investment 

advisers. I have had to refile incorrect returns over and over. I 

have lost a lot of money to investment in PFICs, always by 

advisors who claimed they could act for US citizen investors. 

Even the professionals can’t understand the rules. This has 

caused me so much stress it is hard to express it emphatically 

enough. It has put a huge strain on every aspect of my personal 

life. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York 1. I am not a professional tax preparer, find it difficult to find a 

competent one where I live and have in the past been able to file 

my own returns by copying the previous year's. However, the 

requirements/regulations have changed so much in the past two 

years, that I haven't been able to do that. I was penalised in 2018 

(my husband, a non-US citizen) was no longer allowed as an 

exemption and had to find and pay a considerable sum to a 

professional preparer.  

 

2. I have no assets in the US, only worked there for a few 

months at the age of 18 in 1969 and have lived abroad since 

1970. I only maintain a small dollar account in order to help my 

mother out if she's low on funds. I pay UK tax and therefore 

don't understand why I should be taxed by the US.  

 

3. I have a near nervous breakdown every time I have to do a US 

tax return: I don't understand the jargon, have no idea what 

forms I need to file during the current year and no idea what 

current regulations are. Nor does my husband who has nothing 

to do with the US other than having married an American. 

Trying to fill in the US return therefore causes great friction in 

the household. 

 

4. If it wasn't for the fact that I have a 94-year-old mother and 2 

sisters in the US, I have seriously considered (even though I am 

a proud American) revoking my US citizenship solely because 

of this unfair taxation. This is truly "taxation without 

representation" - how ironic as I live in England! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I cannot express how anxious and upset I was upon learning 

about these obligations as a US citizen living abroad after being 

told by a representative of the IRS years ago that I no longer 

needed to file because for years I had been filing and declaring 

$0. 

 

I also think it is unconscionable that there are international 

accountancy firms using alarming language to intimidate US 

citizens abroad to utilize their services and pay extortionate fees 

on an annual basis. 

 

I urgently ask US politicians to consider what the ultimate goal 

and benefit there is to the nation by continuing this practice.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
I hate it. It’s that simple. It’s like having a virus. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I have not gone into a bank since 2014 for fear they might 

recognise my accent and give me trouble. I do all the banking 

online. I am afraid to try an open another account because I don't 

want to raise any red flags. I feel like a criminal hiding rather 

than a normal citizen, mainly because I am flying under the 

radar...it causes me great distress. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I spend extra time googling and researching savings plans and 

ways to try to save money that will not be adversely affected by 

US regulations.  

 

I also fear volunteering for financials positions because of odd 

reporting like FBAR where the organisation wouldn’t want that 

to be reported even though it’s not my money, but a volunteer 

charity as a signature.  

 

I’m not on my husband’s business because of the additional tax 

filing even though we run it together.  

 

I worry about my financial future and my daughter because we 

try not to put things in our name here in the U.K. even though 

this is our permanent home. She turned 18 this year and I’m 

scared for her compliance as well that one day we might just get 

my retirement fund frozen or something even though we try to 

do everything right but are still unsure. 

 

It’s awful having to fill out a form specifically about ID 

citizenship when opening an account in the U.K. can you 

imagine if every country did this? The bank officer even made 

fun of it all while I filled out the form. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I'm only able to get a Monzo checking account because I haven't 

lived in the UK long enough to get an account elsewhere. My 

options for future accounts are reduced because of 

FATCA/FBAR.  

 

I can't get a credit card, I can't have an ISA to save up for a 

home, and I'm scared to death of trying to work for myself or 

start my own company because I can't afford to pay anything 

extra in taxes.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Right now I'm unemployed thanks to COVID-19 so I can't even 

afford to pay for tax help now. I need professional tax filing help 

and advice that I can afford.  

 

I wouldn't want to renounce my citizenship so badly if these 

predatory policies would leave me alone. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia The anxiety [I experienced] after I discovered I should be 

declaring my UK income to the IRS was making me physically 

ill, even though I knew that my income was massively below the 

foreign earned income exclusion. Stress is the main contributor 

to autoimmune disease inflammation. It was destroying my 

joints and internal organs. I literally look at reporting to the IRS 

as a required medical treatment. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
I have so much anxiety about tax preparation that I regularly 1) 

force my husband to do all the taxes for both of us 2) file late -- 

even in years when we have no tax liability. The Fincen/FBAR 

is the particular problem, since it often looks like we have so 

much money when in reality it's temporary -- selling a home and 

buying a new one puts money temporarily in the bank account; 

transferring money out of protected savings plans to do home 

improvements tips the account over the $10K limit, despite the 

funds being there for only a few days or weeks. 

 

We are completely middle class, are several times below the 

income cut off for owing tax and have a small flat that is below 

the average value for the city we live in yet we are being forced 

to comply with regulations designed to catch money launderers 

and tax cheats. My $45,000 a year job, even if I owed tax in the 

USA, is not what's going to plug the revenue hole left by 

astonishingly wealthy people hiding their money in the Caymans 

so they don't have to PAY THEIR SHARE in taxes.  

 

Honestly the only thing that this FBAR nonsense has done is 

turn me even more furiously against the kinds of policies that 

allow and indeed promote international tax dodging amongst the 

1%. I have anxiety attacks filling out a form that's not designed 

for "little people" like me. Rich people pay accountants 5 or 

even 10 times my annual wage to hide their money offshore and 

it probably never gets reported. Tell me how this is fair or 

proportionate? 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 I am carefully considering whether or not to register my child 

with the US embassy as I feel US citizenship may be a burden 

on them financially. 

 

My father is not American, and I fear what will happen when I 

come to inherit his European based property etc. 

 

It's incredibly stressful, and I feel too overwhelmed to even look 

into submitting my US tax return, even though I know this will 

probably harm me on the long run. It is also making me feel 

resentful of being a US citizen. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri It is so stressful to have to dig through every account for the year 

and pray that you didn't miss a transaction and report the wrong 

amount. We keep most of our money just in my husband's name 

so it is one less account to worry about. It is not loads - we are 

on less than £50K combined salary. How sad is that? People like 

us should not be worried.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Formerly resided in: New York [I have experienced many issues over] the years I have been 

completing tax returns and will likely continue until I give up 

citizenship. Every financial decision seems to have an US tax 

implication which is stressful. From simple issues like playing 

the lottery or buying premium bonds to buying a house and 

having a mortgage and when tax advice is sought it is never 

straightforward and is very costly. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Would like ability to be able to have a bank account in UK 

without fear. 

 

Unable to consider retirement until current situation resolved as 

cannot receive pension/ lump sum as will take over threshold 

and if I have no bank account unable to receive payments and 

unable to make any investments. 

 

Unable now to consider selling property and moving home.  

The distress/ fear and anxiety that this situation has caused me 

has been phenomenal. I have not coped well with it at all and am 

scared of everything I do now. 

 

I am so appreciative of the hard work that so many do for this 

cause. I wish I had more courage to stand up and fight. I believe 

this being sprung on me in the middle of a covid pandemic when 

I was a front-line worker working with covid patients has 

devastated me through the fear. It has only been with time and 

with support from group members of FB groups that I have 

manage to get through this. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I have already had a credit card account in the US closed 

because I live outside of the US. Many banks will not open 

accounts for US citizens because of the reporting and penalties if 

they report incorrectly. I live with the anxiety that someday no 

banks in the country where I live and receive my pension will 

allow American citizens to have accounts. 

 

I have always done my best to be compliant. In spite of that I 

live in fear that I have done something wrong and that I'll have 

to hire a very expensive tax accountant to straighten it out and 

that will bankrupt me. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I want to start investing more and tried to create an account with 

an investment app. I was denied an account due to me being a 

US citizen. This happened a year ago and I gave up on trying to 

navigate investing until I one day renounce US citizenship. 

 

I find that I have to pay up to £300-£400 a year for specialized 

expat tax software or tax advice to file a tax return. No one else 

within my expat social circle from other countries has to worry 

about such things. I stress about making sure foreign exchange 

rates used are correct and making sure I calculate my 

employment income for the US tax year calendar correctly.  

 

I've been asked to join as a co-founder of a company in the UK 

but am holding off because of the stress of worrying about filing 

requirements and what the tax repercussions would be. 

 

My partner who is a non-US citizen is worried about opening a 

joint bank account with me.  

 

I have stresses and worries no one else has to worry about and 

my non-US partner has worries about what assets we can share. 

Being a dual citizen, this is even more frustrating since I am not 

even on a temporary visa. I definitely feel like my ability to take 

advantage of opportunities in my country is diminished. 

 

I live on a comfortable salary but I am not wealthy - £40k a year 

and I work for an international NGO.  

 

All these issues are ongoing and started once I realized what the 

tax burdens and FATCA requirements mean for me a year ago. 

 

This all caused me lots of stress and frustration and created a 

distaste for the US. My bad experiences impact my friends' 

views of the US and their desire to become US citizens. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 



 
 

567 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey US taxation is putting me and my family under both emotional 

and financial stress. It is impossible to file taxes on my own 

without a degree in international tax law, I'm therefore forced to 

pay high fees for somebody to assist me. Even then, I do not feel 

like my return are ever fully correct because of the complexities 

of international situations.  

 

It is genuinely taking a toll on my mental health, and finances. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Stress in dealing with filing tax returns on yearly basis, 

especially when I initially discovered I was non-compliant and 

had to back fill tax returns for a number of years.  

 

Currently I am able to file my own tax returns as my situation is 

fairly straightforward, however I am worried about the financial 

implications in future of having to hire a tax professional if my 

situation becomes more complex.  

 

Fear of making errors in filing forms leading to punitive 

measures.  

 

Stress about implications this may have on family finances.  

Avoiding making investments as I do not want to be punitively 

taxed in future. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
The financial burden of paying a professional thousands of 

dollars over the years, was well as paying thousands of dollars in 

owed tax is a huge financial burden that has prevented a large 

part of my retirement funding. It is stressful, it makes me 

anxious, and it’s infuriating to pay taxes in a country I no longer 

live in, for money that was earned outside the US, and for which 

I am seeing no benefit. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Huge amounts of stress due to being in a relationship with a non-

US person and trying to save for retirement. Most investments 

are put in his name to avoid falling prey to the predatory US tax 

laws and it puts me at a huge disadvantage and takes away my 

independence. 

 

Further, I can’t make investments in the US as I live in the UK.  

 

Massive amounts of stress and anger all the time. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania [Because of GILTI] I live in fear of losing my job. My industry 

makes a lot of use of freelance consultants, and as a woman 

approaching middle age, it is significantly more difficult to find 

full-time employment in my field than it is to find freelance 

consultancy work. I just don’t know how I will be able to earn a 

living if I lose my job. It’s terrifying and the stress is having 

terrible effects on my health. 

 

1. When I first became aware of my obligations to file in 2010, I 

contacted several Expat Tax preparers including H&R Block and 

Greenback. I was told it was unlikely I’d owe tax, but due to my 

status as a small business owner, becoming compliant would 

cost around $5000. I didn’t have this kind of money. Eventually 

I did the filing myself in 2016 under the streamline offshore 

program. I almost certainly made mistakes and I’m terrified that 

I will be fined and lose my home and life savings. Since then I 

have filed dutifully every year, and until recently thought I was 

compliant. Until I realized that my employer had auto-enrolled 

me in a pension scheme (as required by law here) and this put 

my accounts over the FBAR filing threshold. Once again I found 

myself filing multiple years of forms, terrified that an innocent 

mistake will cost me my home and life savings. I cannot afford 

to be compliant. The cost of retaining a tax professional every 

year for US taxes will equate to 10% of my annual salary. And 

the “Expat Tax Experts” either don’t know what they’re doing at 

best, and are predatory at worst. I was quoted $4k by one 

company (Taxes For Expats) to simply check over my forms and 

file amendments. I work in a creative industry that is low-paid to 

begin with, in one of the highest taxed countries in the western 

world. Our industry has been decimated by COVID-19. I cannot 

afford these fees, simply to tell Uncle Sam that I owe zero 

dollars. 

 

2. I earn a modest income, and I have had little to no financial 

experience. I wanted to start a pension in my 20s (late 1990s) 

but never did so because no financial advisor would give me 

advice as I’m American. Why would an EU financial advisor 

know about the US tax implications of an EU-based savings 

plan? I didn’t start a pension until 20 years later, when local 

legislation required that all employers automatically enrolled 

their employees into a scheme. I still have no idea how to report 

this to the IRS. Apparently there’s a treaty with my resident 

country and I should report contributions as earned income, and 

I shouldn’t owe tax until distributions are made, but I can’t find 

any information.  

 

3. I’m worried about my future. I don’t have enough money to 

retire on, and even if I work and continue to contribute beyond 

the age of 67, I will have barely enough to live on, and that’s 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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before US tax obligations. I’m working hard and trying to do the 

right thing but it’s impossible to be compliant. I am not a dual 

citizen so renunciation is not an option (nor is it one I want to 

take).  

 

4. My non-US partner and I want to get married, but I don’t 

want to subject him to the US tax system. We have no joint bank 

accounts, and our home (which is primarily financed by me, as 

I’m the higher earner) will need to be put in his name if we ever 

sell or refinance. Even so, I don’t think we’d be able to sell, 

because he can’t get a mortgage on his own and most lenders 

won’t lend to me, or they offer extortionate rates due to my US 

tax status.  

 

I feel that the US doesn’t care about me except to view me as a 

criminal. The US repeatedly is kicking expats when they’re 

down. The TCJA and GILTI are the nail in my financial coffin if 

I ever lose my job and need to freelance. I’m not a money 

launderer or tax evader living an extravagant lifestyle. I live in a 

550sq ft apartment in a high crime area; I try to save what little I 

have left over after paying my own expenses and my parents 

(who live in the US) medical expenses for my own retirement. 

The stress of all of this has left me feeling depressed and 

suicidal, when I’d previously never suffered any mental health 

issues. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South Dakota Anxiety over correct compliance debilitates me. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I am worried about my tax future and tax complications in my 

first year of postgraduate work outside of the US. 

 

This is my first tax year spent working in the UK. I am a recent 

graduate and it is daunting figuring out how the first steps of my 

financial planning should accommodate the incredibly 

complicated process of combined UK and US taxation. I am 

currently engaged in part time, zero hours contract work and will 

soon start a full-time permanent position. I almost forwent the 

part time work because of the fear of tax complications from 

different types of work and the financial risk involved in 

potentially needing to hire professional help to figure out 

taxation on these multiple jobs. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I dread filling out taxes next year, as this year I only had US 

income for 2019 so filing was simple. This year, it's all UK 

income and I'm terrified I'll screw it up. 

 

I have no idea who to get to help with my taxes. I am on a 

teacher's salary so I can't afford a super expensive accountant. I 

worry that I will fill my taxes out incorrectly, miss a form, and 

be penalized. It is another stress added to an already stressful 

transition to a new country.  

 

It feels like double taxation.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Every year it is extremely stressful and labor intensive to fill out 

the tax information. Every other 1st world country does not 

make their citizens complete taxes on a yearly basis. We already 

pay high taxes in our resident country. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York These requirements are complicated and intrusive. They 

essentially make me feel like I'm constantly breaking the law 

just for living abroad. 

 

It creates general stress, especially if you earn a normal (not very 

high) income, but are constantly unsure if you are running foul 

of rules. I worry about being audited, and I am worried about 

making investments as it can become massively complicated 

with regard to taxation and getting advice is expensive. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Despite never owing any tax I have had to fill in mountains of 

paperwork each year in relation to every bank account I have or 

my company has. This is upsetting and stressful. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
The preparation of my US taxes, especially the portion including 

my wife’s business, causes stress. I do not owe US taxes (I get a 

refund due to the child tax credit), but put substantial effort into 

preparing them. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska Stress about estate planning in particular. Figuring out how to 

structure assets so that my children are not penalised. Had to 

seek expensive advice from international solicitor in London.  

Struggle to give my kids advice on how to invest for their 

futures in the U.K., as US citizens. Fear that renouncing, 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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although it would solve many of my financial woes, would be 

something I regret if one of my kids moves to the US to live one 

day.  

 

Stress and worry about logistics (and having to pay high fees) to 

remove my name from main home and investment property as 

currently joint owner. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York [I feel] stress to the point of medical treatment. 

 

I'm terrified about talking to the IRS as I approach retirement. So 

I pay an expensive CPA to do so, lest I make an expensive 

mistake. 

 

My wife is Dutch and NONE of this US bullshit applies to her. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York The excessive forms, fees and record keeping have created 

significant stress.  

 

Very demeaning to be forced to track simple savings accounts at 

such a low level of detail (largest balance during the year, 

interest earned) and report to the FINANCIAL CRIME 

ENFORCEMENT people.  

 

My god. Its like a bad dystopian novel. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia The stress is incredible not to get this wrong. Even the 

professional tax advisors aren’t really sure how best to handle it. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware It has been financially draining and incredibly stressful. The 

pension planning is the worst!!! I plan to retire here but I cannot 

invest in the currency I will use to retire because of tax laws. I 

had to pay an expensive wealth manager about it. It is so awful. 

So so awful. It keeps me awake at night. I worry will not be able 

to retire properly. So many complex rules. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California US taxation laws are opaque and riddled with ways to make 

errors that may come back to bite you later. It’s stressful and 

ridiculous. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee Complying with two completely different and complex tax 

systems has contributed significantly to my depression and 

anxiety. I've dealt with major panic attacks worrying if I've done 

my US taxes correctly and if I will be insanely penalized for any 

mistakes. I am trying to put down roots in my new country with 

my non-US citizen spouse, but I feel very limited to what I can 

do for work (I worry about US tax consequences of having a 

pension or any benefits from a job as well as discrimination 

because I am a US citizen with US tax reporting requirements), 

my own personal savings (my non-US citizen spouse saves for 

the both of us because of all the US complicated tax reporting 

requirements) and with having a child (and passing this stressful 

ball and chain onto them).  

 

I worked shortly in self-employment but found completing 

double tax returns for two countries every year so overwhelming 

and difficult that I stopped working. I even paid double taxes to 

both countries because I could not figure out how to use the 

treaty in place nor could I afford an expensive tax professional to 

do them.  

 

I am now focusing on being a homemaker and keeping my 

financials as simple as possible but it causes me a lot of worry 

about the future, especially if something were to happen to my 

spouse.  

 

As I file married filing separately, I also have to pay money for 

tax software (more affordable than an account but also harder 

doing it on your own plus I have to spend days researching US 

tax rules, law, requirements, and praying I include the right 

forms and fill them out correctly), a taxi to the post office, and 

international postage even if I only had a paltry earning over $5 

(including during this covid pandemic since those of us with 

foreign spouses must file snail mail. Unless we want to get our 

partners caught up in the US system as well by filing jointly. 

And most foreign spouses, understandably, do not want that.).  

 

I feel enslaved and that no one who makes these laws 

understands the impact this has on the everyday life of ordinary 

people. We are not billionaires or corporations. We're just trying 

to live in peace with our families. Most of us moved overseas for 

love, work, or education or happen to be born to a parent with 

US citizenship or lived briefly in the US and it feels like we are 

being punished. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York I only learned about CBT and FATCA in 2014. By that time I 

was retired and not paying tax. I had always thought that I would 

remain a US citizen since it was only the right to vote that was 

denied me as a US citizen married to a British citizen. I soon 

realised that I should have become British decades earlier and 

should have relinquished my American citizenship then. I finally 

became British at the age of 70!  

 

I am angry and upset that I cannot return to the US, but I refuse 

to apply for another American passport. In my mind I have 

relinquished my US citizenship, but feel that at my age (74) it is 

pointless paying the US $2350 and going through all that 

officially relinquishing entails.  

  

I am angry that the US feels it can tax non-resident citizens who 

have not had a connection to the country for decades and sad 

that I can never visit the US again nor can I encourage my 

children to travel there. They both travelled there on US 

passports while teenagers.  

 

I am saddened that I shall never again be able to visit the US. I 

am saddened that legislators cannot see that what they are doing 

is unfair and wrong. For the most part, US citizens living abroad 

are just ordinary people living ordinary lives.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York It is the general problem of citizenship based taxation which 

restricts, severely, how I live my life. Can't invest like other 

local residents, so I can't plan for retirement and I'm not far off 

in age, had to decline being a partner in a business. These are 

mostly ongoing things except the shared business that I passed 

up. Not to mention constant fear my bank of decades may 

suddenly decide to dump me. 

 

I never answer emails from my bank asking about tax 

obligations in USA. I just don't open them.  

 

The emotions I have never really leave and are always in the 

background. Stressed from having what feels like a ball and 

chain tied to me. Swing between despair, frustration and 

depression over it. Cornered. No way out except burn the bridge 

and I don't want to have that choice forced on me for no crime 

I've ever committed. 

 

[I feel] frustrated! Angry! Defeated by the ridiculous injustice of 

being treated like this when I have done nothing wrong except 

choose to build a family with a non-US person and being forced 

to choose this persecution, OR my family/children, etc. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania I feel frustrated, angry and prejudiced against in regards to US 

tax overreach. I cannot invest in my adopted country. I second 

guess anything that relates to financial decisions. because of this 

I just do nothing. 

 

I will be inheriting in the not so distant future in the US, and it 

causes me great distress, as I am worried about the implications 

when it happens, as my head will then be above the parapet! 

I make sure that any money sent from the US is sent to my 

British born husband. 

 

It is a constant, nagging fear that I have lived with for many 

years. 

 

I feel betrayed by my birth country and also by my adopted 

country for hanging me out to dry....I am a dual citizen. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I can't understand why the US is content to penalise its citizens 

who live overseas and continue with its discriminatory citizen-

based taxation. The US State Department used to criticise Eritrea 

for its CBT - and yet Eritrea's CBT rate is only 2%! So many 

individual Americans and organisations have been lobbying 

Washington for years, and no one listens or cares enough to do 

anything about it. Residence-based taxation is a no-brainer. 

 

I can really hate the country of my birth for the way it treats me 

and other Americans who have made our lives abroad - no other 

country threatens its expatriates with confiscation of their 

savings and financial accounts. If my brother and his daughters 

and grandchildren didn't live there, I would expatriate in a flash. 

I've also just learned that my non-US-citizen civil partner (of 46 

years' standing) wouldn't be allowed into the US with me to visit 

our family, because Covid restrictions mean that only a married 

spouse will be let in. My partner is my legally recognised next of 

kin. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York The US should stop persecuting citizens living abroad. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American  I keep getting fatca forms from my bank, or nasty emails. I am 

living in fear. I don't understand this persecution of the USA on 

it's own citizens. I have lived & paid tax in the UK for all of my 

life. I was born in USA & mother took me away to England aged 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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9 months old. I am 59 years old. Why should we be double 

taxed? I am sure if you who are reading this would be horrified 

if it happened to you. I have been contemplating jumping under 

a tube train because that would put an end to all this persecution.  

 

Anonymous woman. 
 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut My UK husband was livid, to learn that the US would expect to 

charge capital gains on my share of any proceeds, were we to 

sell our home. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York 1. Just filling in the form/s is a nuisance especially as on-line it 

has been difficult to use non-US addresses. 

 

2. My spouse who is not a US citizen or anything else is 

annoyed/angry that, as well as he has to give his name as joint 

holder, none of the accounts or held in the US or have anything 

to do with the US. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia The worry that my British husband's income, savings, 

investments, property might be taxed by the US even though I 

hold no claim to any of it has caused a lot of stress in the last 

year or so, since we discovered that I should have been making a 

US tax declaration since I moved to the UK. 

 

I felt guilt about causing him stress because of my US tax 

responsibilities. I felt fear that he would be financially penalised 

even though he is not a US citizen and has never lived anywhere 

but in the UK, simply because he was married to a US citizen.  

 

Because we did not understand the wording of the 1040 details 

about foreign spouse we thought we were compelled to get him 

an identification number and report his income, etc as well.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island I have had many sleepless nights and stressful conversations 

with my husband. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I have had problems with banking. My husband was threatened 

repeatedly with closure of his bank accounts and had to attend an Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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 interview where they asked personal information about his and 

my past to allow his accounts to remain open. 
 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I have lived most of my life in the UK and will not return to the 

US, but the tax system is playing havoc with my retirement 

planning, such as the inability to invest in UK investment 

vehicles like SIPPs and ISAs. My children are both American 

and I cannot invest in ISAs for them. It is a total mess. 

 

I have investments in the US because it is too difficult to have 

them in the UK at the moment. I would like to bring those assets 

to the UK and just be part of the UK tax system for simplicity 

and cost sake. I resent the cost financially and in privacy terms 

that I must endure to remain an American citizen. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Saving and investing for retirement and our children's education 

is made extremely difficult as a US citizen living in the UK. I 

have twice had to close and transfer my UK investment accounts 

due to restrictions placed on US citizens. I've had to close and 

transfer one US retirement account and the new one is now 

restricting me from purchasing low-cost index tracking funds 

anywhere in the world. Regulations apparently designed to 

protect consumers, punish tax evaders and money launderers is 

actually punishing this average middle-class family from 

planning for their future and putting them at greater risk by 

forcing us to turn to individual stock investing, inexperience 

tax/investment advisers and mountains of complicated tax forms 

and information returns not required by families living in the 

US. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

Texas 
As I still live at home, I have lots of surplus income - I have 

been refused a UK ISA, have been refused even an investment 

account with Hargreaves Lansdown and others. I also have had 

initial discussions with my bank about a mortgage next year for 

my first house and although not refused yet, they have indicated 

my US citizenship could be an issue. 

 

I am still owed £8000 from my parents as my 18th birthday 

present which we have agreed to defer until I really need it as 

not sure of the US tax implications on that.  

 

The whole issue is forcing me to consider whether to renounce 

my citizenship but even that will cost £3000. I can't even lie and 

pretend to not be a US citizen as my birthplace was Texas. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I am a young single person living in the UK, trying to build a 

career and settle down. I grew up in the US but have not lived 

there since I was 18 and never held a job or rented or owned 

property there.  

 

I am unable to save up a deposit for a home in the UK or invest 

my savings out of fear of being unfairly penalised by US tax 

law.  

 

I am unable to renounce my citizenship because of my need to 

frequently visit close family members in the US.  

 

As a result of this, I feel trapped by laws which were rightly 

designed to prevent foreign tax havens for the wealthy but which 

in practice prevent me, a working person, from progressing in 

my life. I watch my peers settle down and buy houses, but I am 

afraid to even get married in case it negatively affects my future 

partner's finances.  

 

I recently had to pay $1400 to a tax advisor as I was unable to 

prepare my taxes on my own due to the confusing and opaque 

processes. This was outside my means and actually put me in 

debt. I feel trapped by unfair, poorly designed tax laws. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Inability to invest in the country I live in. Feeling of 

powerlessness. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri - My husband often talks about wanting to invest in property, but 

we'd get hit by US taxes if we did so. 

 

- Having virtually any savings or investments seems way too 

risky as there are such huge fines and the costs of accountants 

that seem qualified has left us feeling so vulnerable and afraid to 

do anything. 

 

For reference, I am on a salary of £21.5K and my husband 

£28K. I have part time employment and work about 1-2 days a 

week on a business I am too scared to make truly successful or 

take any salary or dividends from. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I am not a high net-worth individual so did not get any specialist 

advice before investing my savings in a UK government-Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 sponsored stocks & shares Individual Saving Account many 

decades ago. The savings were invested in mutual funds. I had 

no idea that the IRS would regard these as PFICs and tax them 

in a confiscatory manner. I only discovered this in 2012 when 

my financial advice sent a questionnaire asking me if I happened 

to be a US or dual national. At that point I had just retired and 

discovered the existence of FBARs and FATCA, which led to 

years of stress and anxiety. I have never had enough income to 

have to pay US income tax, but I am taxed on these mutual 

funds, with my 130+ page US tax return costing about £1300 - 

£1500 each year. I have not been able to make investments since 

2012, and I am concerned about realising my existing 

investments should I need to pay for a care home, so will 

regretfully expatriate once I am no longer fit enough to travel to 

see my brother and his family in the US. 

 

I should add that I have lived and worked in Britain all my adult 

life (since I was 26, and I am now 70), and that my savings are 

all from the salary paid by my British university employer and 

on which I have paid UK tax. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I can't invest in my own retirement pension here in the UK 

without worrying about taxes. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon In the U.K. American citizens cannot get ISA's. I don't want one 

at the moment as it would complicate the forms I would then to 

fill in.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I have retired and I want to start taking a personal pension with 

money that I have been saving for my retirement. Not all 

financial products are available to me because I am a US citizen. 

Only a few financial advisors know which retirement financial 

products are available to US citizens. They cannot guarantee that 

the products chosen today will still be valid for US citizens in 

the future. I have to pay a financial advisor and a tax accountant 

to select a product. I cannot take the 25% tax free lump sum 

because it would be taxed in the US. If I lived in the US, I would 

not be penalized for saving for my retirement. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island Upon retiring in 2012, used my lump sum to invest in ISA's over 

the next four years. All proceeds are tax free in the UK- where i Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 have lived for 40 years. Then my parents died, life got 

complicated with their tangled US estate, and i filed US taxes for 

the first time in 40 years. Discovered to my horror that £65K of 

investments were PFICs. Now i face the dilemma of cashing 

them in when i need the money and paying HUGE tax on them 

(PFICs) or never cashing them in and letting my kids deal with it 

all. [Also] i am stuck with the reporting nightmare of 4 PFICs.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I am unable to invest in an IRA because of my tax situation and I 

have been extremely hesitant to invest in bitcoin for fear of 

double taxation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey There are issues with investments which makes it hard for me to 

plan the way I want to financially. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia We can’t open the same investment accounts as citizens of our 

current country, because US tax laws would penalise us and it 

wouldn’t be worth it financially. In addition, we are unable to 

open investment accounts in the US because we don’t live there, 

so we are in limbo. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I live and work in the UK and have for 7 years. Issues are:  

 

(1) I can't invest in very sensible things here like ISAs.  

 

(2) Tax regime is so complicated and penalties are so severe if 

you mess up it isn't worth investing in anything on the risk that I 

mess up filing the tax or reporting it in the correct way. 

 

(3) Having called tax advisors or investment advisors, they have 

to be specialist and know both US and UK tax law... And 

minimum investment firms usually require at least £100,000 

before you can use their services. There's no middle ground for 

someone with a modest wage just trying to make small 

investments to save for the future. 

 

(4) don't even know what's going on with pension to be honest. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I can't put excess cash in my country's version of a CD account 

or I'll have PFIC issues. Same problem for making most 

investments or foreign mutual funds. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland It is hugely stressful and makes all financial dealings extremely 

complex to the point I can't use tax beneficial options in UK, 

like ISA scheme and pension company doesn't want to hold my 

pension. I do not know where to go as an alternative. Only 

option seems to be to renounce. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I live in England and am unable to take advantage of investing in 

UK tax free investments encouraged by the UK government to 

help citizens save money and tax as these investments are USA 

taxable; some of which are viewed as pfics subject to an unfair 

tax regime in the USA as a small individual taxpayer just 

wanting to save money for my retirement.  

 

If i were to invest in USA tax free investments these are subject 

to UK tax. so i cannot take advantage of any tax free investment 

opportunities.  

 

In addition if i were to sell my principal residence in the UK i 

would be subject to USA tax if my gain was in excess of 

$250,000 but in the UK the sale would be tax free.  

 

Each country has its own tax advantages and tax regimes but 

when you are a dual citizen with the USA you do not get the 

advantage of either system. You wind up paying tax to the 

country that has the highest tax rate.  

 

So do i care that the USA CGT rate is 20% and the UK CGT 

rate is 28%.....no because i don't get the advantage of the lower 

rate as i pay tax at whomever has the higher rate. all unfair. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado Very difficult to find savings vehicles for US citizen children 

overseas. No child savings vehicles in double tax treaty. Makes 

it very hard to save for university. 

 

It is difficult to get advice on [US taxation] and which files must 

be filed where. It is very difficult to get maximum balances on 

accounts. No one can agree on reporting overseas pensions as 

PFICS. No one can agree on suitable funds and investments. 

 

Conflicting advice from experts. The rules are so complex you 

get conflicting advice and then it’s down to you as the individual 

to make a potentially disastrous decision. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska For me, the biggest issue is lack of investment options to save 

for one’s future when one does not plan to ever move back to the 

US. Punitive measures discouraging investing in foreign funds 

means that we are reliant on savings accounts with low interest 

rates as the primary means of financial planning. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas [I am] unable to invest in a retirement/pension plan in my 

country of residence.  

 

I am anxious of the penalties that may result from misfiling [in 

the US], especially I want to continue contributing to my Roth 

IRA each year. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
I am unable to have access to a number of common tax efficient 

products because I am a US citizen (eg stocks and share ISAs in 

the UK). 

 

Generally it is impossible to invest in funds in the UK. Any 

attempt to replicate this normally requires a very large sum and 

large fees so cheap options such as robo-advisors are not 

available. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York My wife is Dutch, we live together in London.  

 

She has none of the problems I do. I can’t effectively save, 

invest or plan for the future because The US has a hostile view 

towards non-US financial products, businesses or even 

commonly used structures intended to preserve wealth for my 

family e.g., trusts.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I intentionally avoid investments because of the implications. 

 

Financial advisors have been unwilling to work with me in both 

the UK and US. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California The U.K. government’s savings account (NS&I)/refuses to take 

persons with an American connection. 

 

In the U.K. you pay property taxes when you buy a home but the 

USA taxes the gain when you sell. You cannot offset one against 

the other so you are double taxed. Thank you USA. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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It’s all done in dollars so even if the buy and sell price are the 

same you still can be taxed for an imaginary gain. I’m angry as 

hell about this crap and cannot understand why reasonable men 

would inflict this on fellow Americans. 

 

I’ll not swear but a five letter word is appropriate, the USA got 

rid of the British for exactly this. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Because of tax differences across the US and the UK, if I were 

to ever sell my house I would be subject to double taxation. I 

have no option but to renounce my citizenship or never sell the 

house.  

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I had been out of the USA for 20+ years, living in a small rural 

town working as a secretary. I was never going to earn enough 

to qualify for tax under the tax treaty, and never had any stock 

investments that would result in capital gains tax. However, I 

inherited a second property will have to pay CGT in my adopted 

country whenever this is sold. Why should this also have to be 

declared to the IRS? 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey We are terrified for my name to be on a mortgage because there 

are effects if we remortgage/sell. We live in the UK and the GBP 

is undoubtedly going to cause me capital gains. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I have spent my whole career outside the US, but have paid CGT 

on sale of my house, purchased wholly with foreign funds, in 

addition to phantom capital gains on exchange rates. I am 

currently being double taxed on my pension. I have not been 

able to invest in tax-advantaged accounts where I live because I 

will have to pay tax on them in the US, and pay an accountant to 

fill out all the excessive paperwork. it has caused me nearly 

daily stress, I am a second class citizen in the US and also where 

I live. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska [An] issue for me is the discriminatory policies involved in 

buying and selling of our home, especially the possibility of 

phantom currency gains. Which in itself is ridiculous since the 

money was never in dollars and a loss cannot be deducted yet a 

gain can be taxed. This is the most ridiculous policy of all those 

which effect US citizens in my opinion and contributes to 

financial insecurity if the US spouse cannot, in any financially 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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logical way, have their name on the title of the house they are 

paying part of the mortgage for. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware I particularly find the imposition of capital gains tax on my 

primary residence at the same time as the U.K. imposed stamp 

duty on a new residence daunting. It means I am at a 

disadvantage in buying a new home. Also the system where you 

have to essentially pay tax on phantom exchange rate gains 

when you sell your home OR remortgage is crushing! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am a very small fish financially and have so far (35 years) 

managed to file my US return, albeit with an annual investment 

of time and frustration -- arriving at 0 tax owing. 

 

I live in Oxford and have been unable to find a knowledgeable 

UK/US tax advisor nearer than London. As time is passing, I'd 

just like to sit down with someone for half an hour to make sure 

my financial affairs will not cause my heirs and family 

difficulties when I die or am no longer able to fend for myself, 

and that they have a named source to contact in that event. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have a pension set up through my business and when I tried to 

get my highest balance for my FBAR they just dismissed me 

saying they don't have that information available. I had to 

threaten legal action to get the information and I now have to log 

in and check and record the balance myself every day. 

 

This happened the first year of the repatriation transition tax. 

Filing has never been trouble free but that was the worst year (so 

far) and I was truly at the end of my rope and dealing with 

anxiety beyond what I can describe. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have lived in the UK for 19 years (married to a British national 

and now a dual citizen) and several years ago when consulting 

the IRS was told I didn't need to file a US tax return as I earned 

no money there. It wasn't until last year upon receiving a death 

benefit payment that I learned about the penalty for not filing an 

annual US income tax return and a FBAR to report my 

savings/investment accounts in the UK. Panic stations!  

 

I first consulted several international accountants who seemed to 

be specially set up to handle this situation when I was told the 

fee for filing a return + supporting Foreign-earned income 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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statement + past 6 years of FBARS (Bank Secrecy Act) would 

be between £800-£1,200! The websites of these services threaten 

not only a huge financial penalty for not complying but also 

arrest. 

 

As someone who abides by the law I couldn't believe I would 

have to shell out that much money only to declare $0 on my US 

return. I also felt that FBARS (reporting all foreign financial 

assets so the US can uncover any offshore tax evasion) a 

complete invasion of my privacy and that of my husband's. My 

life is now in the UK though I have pension investments and a 

checking/savings account in the US. 

 

Also, I was advised that as my children also have dual 

citizenship, the moment they start earning (above $10,000) they 

too would need to send an annual tax return to the US without 

ever having earned money there. This is unbelievable! 

In the end, I completed all the documents myself but still feel a 

sense of violation for having sent sensitive data about my 

financial accounts to an unknown department at the US 

Treasury.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It's very difficult to navigate the US tax system yourself, and so 

as a key worker on a meager salary, I often opted to do my own 

taxes due to the expense and difficulty in finding a reputable and 

affordable professional locally. I have had to seek the services of 

online tax preparers, which cost me a few hundred dollars. 

 

In 2006, when I first arrived in the UK, I sought advice about 

filing my US taxes. I was only advised about FEIE, not FTC, 

which I eventually needed. 

 

I currently file taxes every year, although do not make enough to 

have to pay taxes. I have been in receipt of the child tax credit in 

the past, but only one year so far. 

 

I file FBAR each year due to having a retirement savings in this 

country, but I do not meet the criteria for FATCA. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Filing my returns requires many hours and record keeping, 

despite having no income or assets in the US and earning well 

below the threshold to be liable for tax in the US. 

 

The forms necessary to file the return are multiple, confusing, 

and require extensive record-keeping and hours to complete 

(onerous in comparison to the straightforward online system of 

the UK tax returns I file). I have no assets in the US or income 

derived from the US, and my total UK income is far below the 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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threshold for tax liability in the US. This is a burden not 

imposed on the citizens of comparable developed countries. I 

also resent the assumption of financial misconduct associated 

with filing the FBAR. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I cannot afford a tax accountant to do my taxes. I have searched 

for tax accountants who understand the rules if you live outside 

the United States and they all cost at least $1000 for a basic tax 

return. My situation includes additional cost that is just part of 

normal financial planning. Since I pay taxes in my country of 

residence, I have to fill out a US tax return to prove that I owe 

$0 tax. This takes a lot of my time and my returns have to be 

processed for no gain for the IRS. 

 

Because of the cost, I fill out my tax returns myself. It takes 

hours of research to try to understand the rules. I do something 

on my US taxes every day. I have to check the balance of all of 

my accounts every day and keep track of the highest amount 

during the year. If I wait until the end of the year, it would take 

way too much time to gather the information. I frequently check 

for any rule updates that will affect my taxes. I read the IRS 

form instructions many times to try to understand the 

requirements. 

 

In the country where I live, I can easily pay a tax accountant 

every year for peace of mind because the price is reasonable. I 

cannot afford to pay double for tax accountants. 

 

In 1987 I had an accountant do my US taxes for a reasonable 

amount. The following year, the price doubled. After that, I had 

to do the US taxes myself. In 2020, the rules are more 

complicated and the accountants cost much more. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Have to spend many hours each year trying to understand the tax 

rules. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I earn a single income in the UK. I have a basic savings account 

in the UK and the US. I make no investments in either country.  

 

I file the FBAR every year in April. I file tax returns as well.  

 

Tax system is just too complicated. Don't have to worry about 

filling tax in the UK - not really heard of unless you're making a 

lot or self-employed. There are existing structures they can 

follow but they choose to make it convoluted. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

586 
 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
The complexity of US/UK taxation costs me several weeks of 

my time each year. All four of my family members are adversely 

affected in one way or another. My wife and I have to file taxes 

in two countries, and refile each year because of differing tax 

year ends. My children have never had a bank account because 

it's not worth the intrusion/hassle. My wife has not had a UK 

bank account for the same reason. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I did some contact work in the US and the UK one year. Neither 

were taxed and it made my taxes sufficiently complex as to be 

charged additional fees on top of the standard tax filing fees 

(approx 500 USD). It was such an unpleasant experience that 

since then I have continued to pay approx 500 USD each year to 

confirm to the US government that I have been taxed well over 

the US level. I'll also point out, I don't make much. My income 

is approximately 24000 USD a year before taxes. Having to 

spend such a large portion of my income every year to prove I 

don't owe anything in taxes is increasingly frustrating year on 

year. It has made me question whether it is worth keeping my 

American citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I am a UK citizen with no US income or assets, and find the US 

request for filing a return offensive and intrusive, since I first 

learned of it and 'caught up' 6 years ago (back to 2011). 

 

I have an excellent and thorough accountant, but I've only had to 

pay US tax twice since catch-up (around $250) but pay my 

accountant around £1000 per year to complete my 90+ page 

return. I have normal UK savings (ISAs) which have arduous 

reporting requirements to the US, and my pension income is 

well less than $25k so the cost is disproportionate. 

 

The only shares I have are the "collective" sort, being the 

inexpensive way in the UK to do equity savings. They are also 

tax free ISAs, and the UK doesn't require me to report anything 

because they are not taxed. It was frustrating and difficult to dig 

back the 3 years (to 2011) needed for catch-up, and it's 

REALLY annoying to recognise that these savings are the main 

reason I have to pay so much for my Return. And are the only 

thing I've paid US tax on, because my income is so low.  

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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It's really annoying that tax is assessed on maximum (transient) 

theoretical value of my holdings, and not on what income I 

actually receive from them. 

 

The information I need to give the US on my finances is based 

on calendar year, but because they're UK the info is based on 

financial year. This complicates everything. 

 

I used to get free financial advice from my bank (building 

society) but was told in 2018 I could no longer come to them for 

advice. The company that handles their shares portfolios no 

longer lets Americans participate. 

 

I've looked into single company shares, and the complexity of 

the choice is intimidating, and the potential costs unknown.  

 

I hate the fact that all the paperwork now required by banks talks 

of being "resident in the US for tax purposes" when I left in 

1974 and have not "been resident" there since. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I at 19 years old had over $4000 tax bill plus a £2000 tax 

accountant fee for investments made from some money I 

inherited at the age of 8. I pretty much lost all the gains on the 

portfolio after paying both bills and it seems so unfair, for a 

country I wasn’t born in, have never lived in and very rarely 

visit to have money taken that was supposed to be for my future. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
For many years I didn't realise I needed to file, then I paid a 

service for the streamlining offer to catch up and that felt like 

good value as I wouldn't have known where to start. I then tried 

to do it myself for a couple of years and this appeared straight-

forward although it took loads of time as I wanted to read 

updates and make sure I understood everything (FBAR seemed 

fairly easy just time consuming). Then I didn’t file one year as I 

believed my earnings (lack of) did not meet the threshold until 

later I discovered they changed the threshold for Married Filing 

Separately to only $5! I discovered this late in the day when I 

realised I also had forgotten to included the new investment 

account I set up which transferred my ISA savings (and closed 

the ISA account). I had opened this at the end of 2019 and so 

didn’t think I had to report it because it wouldn't have had any 

earnings but was told later I should have or risk incurring a 

penalty charge so then paid for a professional to amend my 

return and then do another year I hadn't filed (when I didn't see 

the updated threshold). So, just having to have someone do a 

simple late return and then another amended one was costly. The 

investment stuff is just too difficult to understand and interpret 

for the return, and now I'm wondering if it was even worth 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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taking up an investment account in the UK because of potential 

US taxation. I've done this to help manage later retirement and 

feel quite begrudged that I may not gain very much from it in the 

long run because of US taxation.  

 

Paying someone to file for me because of little issues that the 

IRS make difficult for even smart people to work out, feels very 

wrong. My returns are very simple and yet I am paying the same 

basic rate of £450 for someone to do them for me.  

 

The long term future planning - (ie., if my husband and I sell our 

house/main residence, will I be subject to US Capital Gains Tax) 

cause much anxiety for me, verging on depression (the more I 

read, hear about, the more I get anxious). And the more angry I 

get. I love my life here in the UK and feel I am being punished 

for leaving the US almost 30 years ago. And knowing my 

children will be subject to this nonsense feels even worse. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York In regards to my most recently filed US tax returns, I paid 

significant fees to a professional preparer and paid tax - unfairly 

in my opinion. 

 

I have been domiciled in the UK since 1974, I own nothing in 

the US, do not work in US (am retired) and only hold a small US 

bank account to top up aged mother if needed, and pay UK tax 

yet was still deemed to owe US tax as my husband (a non-us 

citizen) is no longer allowed as an exemption. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas When I first moved overseas I tried to do everything right and 

used my trusted US CPA. He charged a lot extra and I found out 

he didn’t even do it right or complete all the needed forms. I feel 

each year I just waste money trying to find “professional” to 

make sure it’s alright but I don’t even know.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

Texas 
I expect to file my first tax return in 2021 for the 2020 financial 

year. 

Issues with this: 

1 - I only just earn enough to file so what is the point 

2- the fees will cost approx 10% of my income for no benefit 

3 - I have to get a new US passport in order to get 

4 - a SSN number 

5 - I will also have to do an FBAR as about to have $10,000 in 

my bank 

6 - I can't invest any of my money as no institute will handle my 

account 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I have disability which causes cognitive processing issues. I 

have a life long problem with dyscalculia. Even using a 

simplified online tax preparing app caused me extreme stress, 

even with the help of my British husband who researched and 

helped define things for me, recorded my highest bank account 

balance for the last 6 years and found the correct currency 

converters per year.  

 

My income is less than £700 (disability and local government 

pension) a month. Yet I had to pay over £1200 for assistance in 

preparing my taxes this year because I simply could not 

understand the forms fully to do them by myself. At some points 

I just wished the IRS would have me extradited and arrested 

because prison had to be easier to cope with than those damnable 

forms. More than once I ended up crying, giving up on it for 

days on end. The stress has probably caused my autoimmune 

diseases to flare, because I am in extreme physical pain for the 

last 3 months as I worked on the taxes, and my bloods indicate 

high inflammation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Most UK tax persons have no idea of the changing US tax code 

or even understand why I still have to pay taxes until I can 

become a [UK] citizen and renounce my US citizenship to not 

pay further taxes. I end up paying someone who knows nothing 

or have my family members back in the states do it for me which 

is a pain. I feel like since I no longer work in the US nor work 

for an American company in the UK I shouldn’t have to file 

taxes since I’m paying into a pension here and not social 

security there. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I recently switched to working in contracting in the UK, which 

means that I am employed as a LTD company of one. This 

makes me subject to corporation tax laws such as GILTI that are 

designed for mega corporations (that find loopholes so that they 

don't have to pay anything anyway) and make little to no sense 

for self-employed individuals as myself. The paperwork is so 

incredibly complicated that even I, a senior manager in 

technology, cannot understand it, and now I have to pay $800 

every year just to file my taxes (where I owe nothing).  

 

In comparison, to do my UK taxes it takes me about two hours 

in total.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 Most of my problems were alleviated when I found competent 

professional assistance; through the recommendation of a family 

member I found an accountant qualified in both countries.  

 

However, I am on a fairly low income, and pay about 1/12 of my 

earned income on the accountant's fees despite having no tax to 

pay. I have lived outside the USA since 1983. I am on the family 

title deeds but have been excluded from various investments and 

insurance policies because of US tax implications. I may be due 

to inherit some money from my mother and it will be difficult to 

invest it anywhere.  

 

Generally, I am left unable to decide a clear path for myself, and 

am wondering if it is now time to go through the expense and 

hassle of surrendering my citizenship, after I go through the 

expense and hassle of obtaining citizenship in my adopted 

country of the UK. This is a long way from my 4-year desire to 

serve in US Navy (as a sister did in the Air Force) and always 

taking pride in being a US citizen. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I spend a lot of money on an accountant to pay little or nothing. 

When I retire, I expect to pay a lot more in accounting fees when 

I will be in less of a position to afford them. 

 

When I lived in the US, I did my own taxes, always. Living 

abroad, I can never do my own taxes, the forms are so insanely 

complicated. I have paid an accountant at least $1,000 for the 

last 15 years, and now it's $1,500-plus. I pay all this money so I 

can pay the US nothing, zero, nada, most years, and the most I 

have ever paid in US taxes is $25. It's maddening. 

 

No reason we should have to file taxes from abroad. Only 

Eritrea does the same. FBAR and FATCA are supposedly to 

target offshore tax dodging, but they ensnare millions of 

Americans on ordinary incomes. 

 

It's just insanely burdensome and costly for individuals, while 

netting the US negligible income. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I am in the process of streamlining to get current. In 9 of the past 

11 years I was below the filing threshold but I had to pay around 

4000 USD to sort 2 years of owing 0 taxes back because I want 

to get a mortgage. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have experienced significant stress related to US taxation since 

I moved abroad over 9 years ago. I have not owed any US tax Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 since moving abroad, but I have paid tax professionals expensive 

fees to file my tax returns. I find the tax system to be very 

confusing. I am scared to invest money in fear that I will do 

something that causes problems with US taxation. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I have just gone through the IRS Streamlined Amnesty Program 

and filed 3 years of taxes and FBARS since I own a UK based 

company. It was a huge headache and I wasn't anywhere close to 

earning enough to be taxed in the US, but had to pay $2800 to 

get them prepared to file zero! 

 

I think it's mad to have to pay $800 a year to submit taxes and I 

owe zero! This is insane! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania We are right now facing issues. As we started to plan our 

retirement we realised that our financial advisor who had guided 

us for years had not understood the implication of my American 

citizenship and as such invested in inappropriate investment 

tools. We have had to fire them and are now having to pay 

thousands of GBP to unwind the investments and are in contact 

with the ombudsman to try and recover some of these costs as it 

was negligent on their part.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island I used a tax service to re-enter the US tax system in 2017; it cost 

over £4000. I owed a small amount and it was nearly impossible 

to pay the bill, as the IRS does not accept money transfers. I had 

to get 2 checks from Barclays to pay $100 or so. Cost was £25 

per cheque!! Recently had the stimulus payment, my bank 

wouldn't take this, and i didn't want to open another account at 

another bank (with all the implications of that) so i had to send it 

to my us bank account, which is continually threatened with 

closure. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I need to do the Streamline service I believe, although I have 

filed in the US for the last 6 years. I have just realised that I have 

not been filing FBAR/FATCA as I thought my taxslayer account 

did that. I will now have to pay $100s to get this sorted, while 

owing no tax to the US over this period. 

 

It is stressful and frustrating, a real disservice to US citizens who 

are law abiding. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Have to pay to have someone do my taxes due to so many 

changes every year even though I am retired. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky Over the last 10 years I have had to pay thousands of pounds to 

accountants to sort out my US tax return - often I have had to 

pay them more than I actually owed in tax, simply because the 

returns were too convoluted to take care of myself.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey One of my problems is that I don’t really make exorbitant 

amounts of money but the forms are so specific and confusing I 

have to pay to have them done professionally.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South Dakota I have lived 30 years in UK. I discovered through aggressive 

Facebook marketing by companies aimed at profiting from tax 

compliance that I must file. By this time, I had stocks and shares 

ISAs (PFICs) that made this very expensive and produced a lot 

of anxiety when I owed NO tax, got child tax credit refunds and 

was still out of pocket to third party compliance preparers. I 

have two children who will be financially compromised.  

 

I live with this guilt. Please help. I feel the unfairness of it all so 

much. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I’m incredibly stressed about the tax implications of assets and 

find pension planning very complicated and again I receive 

differing advice on what to do. I pay a large fee and spend a 

large amount of time on taxes each year.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I spend over £1500 per year to a tax professional and spend 

several days each year pulling together information for the tax 

professional.  

 

Whenever I discuss financial or tax matters with UK 

professionals they are wary of advising me because the US tax 

implications of their UK advise is difficult or impossible for 

them to know. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

593 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My family spends over $3000/yr for our tax returns to be 

prepared. We do not have complex tax affairs, although I am 

self-employed and the co-founder of a pre-revenue startup. We 

have not been assessed as owing the IRS any tax for several 

years. When I lived in the US I was the co-founder of a company 

and active investor, and even with that my tax preparation by an 

expert cost $300 a year. I feel that the US Government thinks 

Americans overseas are all billionaires hiding wealth in trust 

funds, not regular working people. My last US tax return was 

110 pages (of paper that I had to mail to the US, as my preparer 

can't file electronically). My UK one was less than 20, for the 

same affairs. This must cost the IRS a fortune to process, and at 

the end the US isn't getting an extra dime from me and 

presumably many many more people. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska Confusing double taxation agreements. Trouble finding a 

competent cost-reasonable US tax advisor to prepare returns. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I've been in the UK for a couple of years. 

 

The first tax year my preparer forgot to send in my tax forms to 

the IRS resulting in late fees. After paying nearly £400 for the 

service this was rather frustrating. It resulted in numerous 

international calls to the IRS and payment of the late fees. 

 

Having the tax years different in each country makes it rather 

challenging to file correctly in the US. Additionally there's no 

good way for me to get UK pension highest value info from the 

company here in the UK. I've resorted to the value on the last 

day of the year. 

 

Year two of tax for the US went smoothly, though still 

expensive. I filed in early February to get it over with. So far it 

appears to have worked. 

 

I used to use TurboTax which was ideal and <$100 to file so I'm 

frustrated that I'm paying more for what should be more simple 

(no state filing, just federal filing + FBAR). 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

594 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I pay $500 per annum for a tax filing agency to manage my tax 

return each year. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I pay a large proportion of my net income for tax advice. My 

situation is not particularly complicated, but too complicated for 

me to do alone. 

 

I have to pay over 3000GBP to get my US taxes prepared. I have 

investments in the US. I expect it to get worse as my finances 

become more complicated, despite having an investment income 

of <$30K per annum. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I paid 3 different “expert” tax advisors to file my taxes every 

year since 2010 incurring tens of thousands of dollars in 

expenses only to find out in 2019 that I had to refile 2016, 2017, 

2018 because they weren’t done correctly and pay another 10K 

to get them down properly. I am also routinely turned down for 

financial services in the UK because I am a US citizen.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I’ve lived outside the US since 2005 and hate filing every year. I 

never owe tax so I’m just forced to pay accountant fees. With the 

complexity I could never justify doing them myself.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Foreign tax credit so complicated need tax specialist to prepare 

even though most all income is pension and return was 89 pages. 

Fbar and 8369 if that is the number are huge pains to prepare.  

 

Why can nonresidents invest in non US investment funds 

outside of pensions without risk of penalty taxation? 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The main problem was having had to pay an accountant who is 

au fait with American tax for 6 years’ worth of back tax returns 

as well as FBARs when I hardly had any tax to pay. The cost 

was very high and I begrudged having had to sacrifice that 

money to pay for taxes to a country that gives me no services in 

return. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Michigan So complicated I gave up. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey My situation is a bit complex: I am a dual US/Italian citizen but 

I live in the UK. Therefore some answers refer to my situation in 

the UK, others to Italy. 

 

Very honestly, I have managed thus far to stay under the radar as 

far as tax filing is concerned. I became an Italian citizen in my 

very early 20s (while I was still in Uni) and I remember 

specifically asking, out of curiosity, a person at the US 

Consulate in Florence what would be my situation once I 

graduated and started working and she very simply replied "Isn't 

it obvious? you pay taxes where you live and work". That's what 

I've always known and that it was I have been doing since I 

started working over 30 years ago. I had no idea that the US 

practiced CBT, and apparently neither did Consulate worker. 

 

On the other hand, I had no idea FATCA existed until about 5 

years ago, when an inept financial advisor (who, by the way, 

ended up getting fired) at my local (Italian) bank recommended 

a small investment. Within weeks of signing the paperwork, I 

received the FATCA form to fill out. This is when the "panic" 

started. Up until that point, no flags had been raised and no one 

had questioned anything, perhaps again pretending not to see 

where I was born and going only by my very Italian surname. 

 

Now the thought of FATCA and CBT has become part of my 

everyday life and not a day goes by that it doesn't affect one 

financial decision or other. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York [The only reason I have few problems with US taxation is 

because] I am non-compliant and do not file tax returns. I only 

discovered that I should have been filing returns in 2014 when I 

had lived abroad for 47 years and was retired.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
I have to go through hoops to open a new account and to keep 

my current one open. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I have had bank accounts frozen and have been denied accounts 

due to my US citizenship. I first found out about my need to file 

taxes last year when I was preparing to invest my savings and 

was told I could not due to my US citizenship. I would like to 

invest and grow my money but I cannot without facing 

significant penalties. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I have had bank accounts frozen and have been denied accounts 

due to my US citizenship. I first found out about my need to file 

taxes last year when I was preparing to invest my savings and 

was told I could not due to my US citizenship. I would like to 

invest and grow my money but I cannot without facing 

significant penalties. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I couldn't open a trading account on an investment app because 

I'm American. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Formerly resided in: New York Last year, a UK bank (also a bank in the US) wouldn’t allow me 

an account because of my US citizenship. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York When I moved to the UK 9 years ago, I had trouble opening a 

bank account. I was refused from 6 banks before I found one that 

would open an account for me. Since then, I have become self-

employed. I was refused a business bank accounts within the last 

year from 2 different banks before I found one that would open 

an account for me. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I cannot have investment accounts at my local banks. I have to 

maintain all my investments with banks in the US and use a 

friend or family address. I have had my US based accounts 

frozen without my knowledge due to overseas address. My 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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underage children have been denied bank account access 

overseas because they have an American Parent. My non-us 

spouse has been denied investment accounts in his name because 

he has an American spouse. The difficultly with banking is my 

main frustration. I get really riled up about it. It is punishing and 

unfair and it makes me feel like a liar when I have to use 

addresses that aren't my residence just to have investments or 

savings. I have to file the FBAR and all the extra TAX 

paperwork which is repetitive and onerous and is actually mostly 

my non-American husband's earnings but because we are 

married and share everything in life my name is on the accounts. 

I'm getting riled up just thinking about it. I'm also really angry 

about inheritance taxation in the states for non-US spouses who 

don't have the same rights as Americans. 

 

I am thankful my spouse is not American or we would have even 

more trouble trying to bank and live abroad. The fact that he is 

not American means at least we have some choices - but my 

name cannot be on them.  

 

I file taxes every year. I am honest. I am married to a European 

and just want to live a normal life in Europe. America with all its 

punishing reporting regulations makes it difficult to be honest 

(although I am). I don't want to have to keep separate accounts 

from my spouse and I don't want to have to keep all my banking 

US based. I don't live there I don't have a US phone number. 

Half the time I can't access my US accounts online because I 

can't get a OTP to a non-US number. The whole thing is a 

MESS. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I moved back to the UK in 1991, filed US taxes until I got 

permanent right to remain in UK. Found out 10 years later that I 

needed to file US so have done that but need to sort out years I 

did not file. Same with FATCA as before, which was not 

publicised well at all. I am now retired but not on a big salary so 

all these fees really cut in. When my UK partner died, I inherited 

his pension but could not keep it invested and providing an 

annuity due to FATCA rules. This supposed money laundering 

and just hits honest, hard working people. Really fed up. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado I have had great difficulties in getting a pension in the UK where 

I live and work, as they don't want to take on an American 

citizen because of the tax rules. I am hesitant to invest in 

property, and am thinking of taking my name off of our current 

property. This is worrying as I pay for the property. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I have been denied a US investment account because of being 

resident overseas.  

 

I am worried about retirement planning and how dual taxation 

affects my options. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I was limited to a single type of savings account with very few 

privileges when I signed up for my UK bank account with 

Barclay's. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I moved to the UK 9 months ago and I still cannot get a local 

bank account opened. It has been completely frustrating and 

extra hard to establish my credit here with no local bank 

account. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Denied Goldman Sachs Marcus account. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
Many UK banks refuse to open accounts for US citizens, and the 

list is growing all the time, which is making life increasingly 

difficult and stressful. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I can’t open an account with a number of high street banks in the 

UK, a country I’m a citizen of, because of my citizenship. The 

few that I can open with I’m wary of and I definitely don’t 

imagine that my data being transferred to America aligns with 

the EUs GDPR regs. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nebraska When trying to open some bank accounts, they ask if you are tax 

resident of any other country and when I put in yes to being tax 

resident of the US, they say they cannot open the account for 

me.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New York I was interested in using robo-advisor services to invest money. I 

couldn't because they don't accept US citizens. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware Goldman Sachs’ US bank refuses to take US citizens for their 

simple retail Marcus account. How can that be right?  I cannot 

bank with smaller banks because they refuse US citizens. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida My main bank must have revealed financial information about 

me to the IRS as they knew I am American. I received a letter 

from them last year telling me they would freeze my bank 

account unless I get in touch with them by last November, 

indicating that I have hired an accountant to prepare my taxes 

and tell the IRS my SSN. I have to say that I've only heard from 

one bank even though I am a joint account holder with my 

British husband at 2 other banks. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Privacy and data protection 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The IRS needs to focus its attention on those who hide money in 

true offshore accounts, not citizens trying to live normal lives. 

 

FATCA and FBAR open us up to identity theft and worse for no 

good reason at all. 

 

STOP TREATING US LIKE WE’RE CRIMINALS. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I depend on my non-US citizen spouse to save and invest for our 

future. When we look for a house, it will be solely in my 

spouse's name. If we have a child, everything that we have to 

financially benefit my child will be in my spouse's name. This is 

all due to the complicated US reporting requirements and 

potential discriminations I have as a US citizen. I feel dependent 

and enslaved by this system. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I have been denied bank accounts with major non-US banks 

because of my status as an American citizen. I have an online 

only bank account that holds enough money for groceries every 

month, everything else must be transferred into my husband’s 

account. We cannot find a bank that will issue us a joint account. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
As if I live in a time before Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s work, my 

name is not associated with any assets in my family. My home 

and all retirement accounts are in my husband’s name for fear of 

legal misstep that would decimate our financial health. We are 

lower-middle income earners and we would not be able to 

withstand any penalty or tax on top of the requirements of our 

country of residence. Although I am fortunate to have a stable 

marriage without trauma, I fear for women whose immigration 

status and finances depend on abusive partners. Women have 

fought too hard for equal rights only to have to relinquish their 

power to a partner for fear of misunderstanding US tax codes -

something our accountant has done after a lifetime of study and 

practice.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey In 2017, my partner (who is not a US citizen) and I purchased a 

home. I contribute in equal share to the mortgage payments but 

my name is not on the deed to avoid possible issues for him. 

It is all very stressful because I fear that if something should 

happen to him, I will be left with nothing. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York My husband and I are both retired. We have a financial adviser 

who is no longer able to have me as a client because I am 

American (even though his firm is owned by an American 

company). He is of course still advising my husband so this has 

not yet really affected me except that I had to give up an ISA 

(Tax free UK Individual Savings Account) administered by his 

firm. I know my husband worries that he will die first and that I 

will be left without financial advice.  

 

We have put any new bank accounts or investments in my 

husband's name only; we had previously held everything in joint 

names.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Being held to US tax and FBAR regulations is difficult. Banks 

do not wish to have you on their books due to the responsibility 

that falls on them, but there is no way out of the responsibility 

yourself, except to put yourself in potentially vulnerable 

positions within your marriage, as our house is in the name of 

my husband only. We have no shared bank accounts, which 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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limits my access to our family finances. I have been married 

since 2018, and have zero financial accounts jointly with my 

husband due to FATCA and FBAR responsibilities. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Because of fear of US taxes, my British husband of 18 years and 

I have kept our finances completely separate. I have no assets, 

property or investments, because I just don't know how to cope 

with the tax implications. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I recently bought my first home with my non US citizen partner 

and was unsure whether I should have my name on the deed. 

My partner and I have to keep separate bank accounts as he does 

not want to be implicated in US tax issues. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri Instead of keeping money in a joint account/savings, much of it 

is kept in my husband's name. We worry about any fees from 

savings or getting penalised by FBAR somehow - recently heard 

its up to $10K per error!  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon My non American husband and I cannot get a joint account and 

live as a normal married couple because it complicates our 

situation. I would then need to report his earnings and savings 

which he is understandable against. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania There is our family home which I do not have my name on and 

so will struggle if there are any issues with my marriage. So far 

so good! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island I opened my UK Bank account in 1986; until 2016 they seemed 

unaware or unconcerned that I was American. Then they asked 

for a W-9. Consequently, we closed all but one account with 

them. Any other accounts we put exclusively in my husband's 

name (not ideal, as I don't have direct access to them). 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
Not a co-owner of our home because it can’t be considered my 

residence for capital gains purposes. This puts me at a financial 

disadvantage in an already skewed marriage.  

 

I worry about our taxes and getting two sets right. I have to pay 

to have my taxes done because they are too complex for me to 

spend the time to figure out. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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I can’t invest in UK retirement ISAs because they will be 

wrongly taxed in the US.  

 

My kids were tiny when we moved here but will have to learn to 

file and pay US taxes even if they never live there again.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I received a letter from my bank demanding my social security 

number within 30 days from my bank despite being a dual 

citizen. I came off all our shared accounts as my non USA 

spouse insists as he shouldn’t have to have his accounts exposed 

to a foreign government. I am now exposed to hardship if my 

husband dies as I have no access to our family accounts. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I make $74,000 a year, don’t have my name on a house I bought 

alongside my husband, have limited ability to invest effectively, 

and worry about the future of my financials- all due to US tax 

regulation and complications. I have to pay someone to file for 

me and it’s not only expensive but super stressful.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

 

Comment  

 

Former resident of: New York My wife and I have had to be very careful, lest she be compelled 

to file US taxes. Simple structures such as a joint bank account 

are denied us. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Entered amnesty or streamlined program 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I was pressured by US family to get my tax up to date, on a visit 

in 2014. They had no awareness of the cost to do so, imagining 

it was the same for me as for them - easy enough to DIY. They 

seem to think it's a fuss about nothing, as they don't understand 

the impact (most people are shocked to learn I need to do 2 

returns). 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I didn't want any problems with the IRS. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
Not [entering an amnesty program] would have been too risky. I 

didn’t owe anything but I had never filed as the USA is a foreign 

country to me and I have lived in the UK for 59 years! Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly resided in: Washington [Entering an amnesty program was not the right choice for me 

because] if I had not received a FATCA letter and had not tried 

to comply with US tax filing, I would not have had to renounce 

my citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas The implications of 'getting caught' by the IRS were too great for 

me and my family for me to risk it. I had to get compliant 

somehow. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US; never 

lived in US 
[I entered amnesty program] to get compliant. The laws the law 

and should be respected. the fact that an amnesty programme 

was available is a great thing that shouldn’t be ignored 

especially when ignorance of the law is no longer a defence. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida [I entered a streamlined program] because I wanted to 'come 

clean' and have the weight of non-compliance lifted from my 

shoulders. 

 

There's another round of annual stress and domestic disruption 

every time the FBAR comes due. 

 

It is difficult, costly and complicated to deal with US taxation 

and filing requirements when living abroad. It's hard to find 

good advice and even then you're not sure who is qualified and 

who you can trust. It has also been an ongoing source of tension 

between me and my spouse. I am made to feel somehow second 

class or singled out due to my choice to live abroad. This is an 

ongoing problem and of course it flares up again ever year as tax 

time approaches. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York High levels of stress upon learning that I was required to file 

every year. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Once I found a competent tax preparer, it was a significant cost 

to go through the SFOP (Streamlined Foreign Offshore 

Procedure) to get into compliance. There was additional stress 

and a lot of time spent trying to ensure that all bank accounts 

from the 6 years preceding the filing were accounted for, 

including those that had been closed. 

 

Currently the issues I'm facing are the yearly expense of the tax 

preparer which is circa GBP 500-600. This is because my 

situation has been simple. 

 

Also the preoccupation and worry that I might incorrectly invest 

money in a PFIC and be penalised tax-wise by the US makes 

investing in simple financial products such as ETFs challenging. 

 

The only option I see, if I don't relinquish my citizenship, will be 

for my NRA spouse to hold assets in her name. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Problems began in the spring 2014. Failure to include a closed 

foreign account on my FBAR was the door to a box of horrors as 

I sought to come into compliance. An eight-year lookback audit 

by the IRS found about £2500 sterling in undeclared income 

over that time scale and a missing tax return for 2005 (it had 

been done, accountant paid, tax paid, but the Return lost 

although I was never told). Legal and accounting costs came to 

over £40,000 and fines, penalties, interest and income tax 

payment came to just over 40,000$. This happened because not 

knowing what to do, and wanting to do the right thing, I was 

directed to a City of London firm of accountants who directed 

me to a US attorney who led me to a solution that I never should 

have agreed to undertake. 

 

The stress of this was huge as the audit began soon after my 

aged mother was diagnosed with double breast cancer, and that 

triggered three years of traveling back and forth to home in NY 

state until she went into hospice. I was diagnosed with breast 

cancer at that time and just before I was to have surgery I got a 

call from the attorney to say the IRS were initiating a further 

audit. I fired the attorney at that point knowing I was bleeding 

my old age savings. All eventually was sorted out but then came 

the search for an accountancy firm in the UK who had the 

expertise to do my US taxes and submit my Return and FBAR.  

 

Finally six years after this nightmare began I am settling into an 

accounting regime that seems to be OK but which costs me 

£3000 inc VAT a year, on top of my UK tax prep. Overall I do 

not feel I can trust any US accountant no matter how well 

qualified they say they are. Rules change every year, the growth 

in forms for the US return grows by a page or several every year, 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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and the files I have to keep at a retired age 74 are beginning to 

become too heavy for me to remove from the shelf. 

 

I moved to the UK when I was 22 years old, married a British 

citizen, had my own business in London, all my money came 

from this UK based business, I had no bank account or real 

estate or social security, 401s etc. I had left the US and was only 

a resident of the UK, believing that meant I had no tax reporting 

burden in the US. My parents didn’t warn me, each time I went 

to renew my passport or my child’s passport at the London US 

embassy I was never warned about the requirement to submit a 

return or do a FBAR. I never was given printed information and 

saw no posters on the walls or doors. I only learned about these 

requirements when I was getting a divorce 27 years later. 

 

During the audit and extra audit and intervening years I keep 

getting letters from the IRS asking me for tiny amounts of 

money they say I owe. 

 

[At] the time there was no other route offered to me and I was 

frightened. Looking back I just feel I shouldn’t have gone down 

that route [of entering a streamlined program]. 

 

Before all this I was very well physically, full of energy and 

ideas, full social life. 

 

From 2016 I began to be unwell, and this snow balled from 

November 2016 - breast cancer, my mother’s death, cancer 

treatment, dealing with the IRS continually, and I now have a 

firm diagnosis of an inflammatory, immune deficiency disease.  

Emotionally- huge stress and worry, anger, frustration, disbelief, 

horror, fury, tears, 

Mental Health- mental health problems, depression, self harming 

Physical health - Polymyalgia rheumatica with debilitating 

fatigue. 

 

I am much calmer now but dread the US tax season. I have had 

to accept the conditions and constraints and extra costs imposed 

by the FATCA regime. I worry continually in the back of my 

mind about the misuse of my financial data. I have had to 

constrain my spending and change my style of living. But that is 

not entirely due to FATCA and compliance costs. 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Confusing and difficult to apply any treaties. Investment options 

are confusing and some banks will refuse you if you are a US Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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 citizen. Inconsistencies in information from different tax 

preparers which does not give a lot of faith in the system. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am a US citizen and US tax accountant living in the UK. My 

350 clients experience [a wide range of problems in connection 

with US taxation]. 

 

I help about 40 folks a year out of my 350-client base to give up 

US citizenship. Every one of them gives it up because filing the 

forms, paying someone (me!) to file, and paying their tax is just 

too much. 

 

I had to spend two months learning new tax law that kept 

changing multiple times over the course of the 2018 calendar 

year. I have a Mensa IQ and have been filing 5471 subpart F 

returns fifteen years in my tax practice. I got my EA licence by 

studying for just two weeks. And yet it took TWO MONTHS for 

me to figure it all out. My clients include a Nobel prize winner, 

rocket scientists, and Economics professors. And yet it took me 

TWO MONTHS. How freaking gauling is that?!? How nigh on 

impossible must it be for norms to get it when the brightest are 

struggling? 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada I am non-compliant. I simply can’t afford to comply. Its either 

don’t eat and comply or eat and don’t comply. I choose to be 

able to eat. 

 

I naturalised as an American after my father dragged me there 

from my home country. I went to school, college, worked, and if 

im honest couldn't survive financially. Instead of being a burden 

to family/friends/social programmes I moved back to the UK to 

go to university. I’d been in America for 12 years by that point 

though and had fallen in love with my new home so i decided to 

get my citizenship so i could return once back on my feet - 

terrible decision! 

 

I got to the UK, went to uni, worked through out, and eventually 

started a very small business. C 5 years later (about 2017) I 

heard about FATCA, Citizenship  based taxation, and GILTI. I 

spent over a year learning about this, speaking with accountants, 

solicitors, etc. Many sleepless nights. I got mocked by my 

family because I wouldn’t shut up about FATCA. Eventually I 

was ready to submit a streamlined submission but I couldn’t find 

an accountant I trusted and could afford. One dodgy CPA in 

[City] (My American home) offered me to do it for $1k but if 

I’m honest I knew more about the streamlined submission than 

he did. On the other hand I was quoted £27k by Ernst and 

Young. I did find some quotes that were circa $15k but that is 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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more than my entire life savings - worst part is that I wouldn’t 

even owe more than a few hundred bucks in tax. 

 

Ultimately I decided that noncompliance is the only logical 

option. Why should I spend every penny I’ve ever saved just to 

give Uncle Sam a few hundred dollars? Especially given the fact 

that I earned that money in the UK, paid taxes to HMRC, and 

am a British born citizen. I love America but honestly I can’t 

afford to be an American anymore – I’d rather just renounce or 

ideally just see Citizenship based taxation scrapped for people 

who genuinely live overseas. Punishing little guys just to try and 

catch a few fat cats is a bit silly - find a better solution. 
 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am considering closing the business, primarily because of the 

tax nightmare. 

 

The year the repatriation transition tax was instituted, I had to 

pay a month of my income to the US, where I don't live and I 

don't derive any benefit from paying said tax. I was only given 2 

options to pay, neither of which could be done from where I live. 

I had to Paypal the money to a US friend who sent a US check 

overnight because trying to find out how I could pay took me 

right up to the last minute. I have been struggling to keep my 

late husband's business afloat and due to that tax, I am probably 

the only person who is happy when their business operates at a 

loss. And truth be told, I am giving serious thought to closing 

down the business - primarily because I'm tired of the tax trouble 

it causes me. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey My UK company loses money every year but I have to pay 

thousands to file forms with the US. GILTI just doubled that 

bill. It is outrageously unfair. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have an Airbnb business. I don't earn much. Whereas it's self-

employed income in my resident country, it's passive income to 

the USA. So far I haven't had to pay but I make sure I don't earn 

much, either. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Planning to limit my ownership to less than 10% on a foreign 

owned entity. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas My husband and I work hard on a business together but we keep 

nearly everything in his name because of all the additional US 

tax reporting. It makes me feel penalised and “less than.” It is 

also difficult to financially plan because my American- U.K. 

daughter may not want to be involved with the business because 

of the tax issue. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California After I switched to working as a contractor in the UK in 2018. I 

discovered that my taxes would become even more complicated, 

as I got this message from my tax preparer: 

 

"Unfortunately, since 2017, the changed US law is very 

unfriendly for US person controlled foreign corp. The 

complicated tax forms and special tax has increased the cost of 

tax preparation significantly. In the future, to consult the tax 

expert before make decisions of not forced income sources may 

be a good idea. 

 

The alternative to engagement letter items of Gilti tax, section 

965 is to file form 8832 to elect to treat your foreign corp as a 

disregarded entity (our fee is $150 and you only need file it 

once). If you make such an election, you report all income and 

expenses on Schedule C. However, you are still required to file 

Form 8858 each year. Our fee for Form 8858 (informational 

return) is $600." 

 

I just don't understand how as someone living abroad I should 

need to consult a US tax provider before making any financial or 

employment decisions on foreign soil. Working as a contractor 

is entirely normal and common in my industry in the UK, and 

none of my other colleagues had to deal with anything remotely 

resembling the overhead that I did as a US person. If I were to 

avoid any contract jobs in the future, I would be limiting my 

employment opportunities. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I am planning to reduce to less than 10% or shutting down the 

business completely. 

 

I have been exploring limiting my ownership to less than 10% or 

giving up my dream to run a business. We were doing great the 

first year, but didn't take any salary because I quickly realised it 

was complicated being a US citizen. Being a US citizen 

effectively killed the business and we are probably going to pull 

the plug in the next year. We have all been talking about doing 

that for the past 2 years and barely put any effort in now because 

my US citizenship is so demoralising. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Kentucky I have run a small business in the UK for 15 years. Over that 

time I have worked very hard and managed to save up a bit of 

money from which I was hoping to retire in the near future. My 

job is extremely stressful and not good for my mental well-being 

- I had been looking forward to finally being able to stop. 

 

Unfortunately the transition tax blew my plans to bits. With no 

forewarning I suddenly found myself owing $170,000 

retroactively to a new tax that had just been dreamt up out of the 

blue. The amount of stress this has caused me is immeasurable. 

While I have never had a problem with paying tax, this feels 

completely arbitrary and unfair.  

 

To suddenly lose what had taken me years to save without any 

forewarning has caused me enormous stress and sleepless nights. 

While I had been looking forward to retiring in the near future, 

that's now been put off indefinitely. How can I possibly retire 

when I don't know whether or not they'll invent another new tax 

out of the blue that will decimate what's left of my savings?   

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I made a check the box election on my company to avoid GILTI. 

It's not ideal but the tax compliance cost for reporting for GILTI 

is just too much. 

 

I can't just start a regular business and use a structure that works 

where I live. I have to make an election on my non-US company 

so it's disregarded in the US, and then figure out how to dividend 

all the net profit to me in time to pay tax so I get a foreign tax 

credit in the right year. If I didn't make the tax election, then the 

GILTI rules would mean I would have to pay someone 

thousands of dollars to do my returns. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have to have filed specific paperwork on behalf of my UK Ltd 

company each year. This is financially draining despite never 

owing any tax. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Colorado My limited company does not exist for US purposes. We did a 

tick the box election so it is subject to full US tax. Too complex 

otherwise. But I am not benefiting from being a UK 

entrepreneur. 

 

It makes me really want to give up my US citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I am an entrepreneur, and I have had to keep my ownership of 

the UK company I co-founded as options rather than shares so 

the company doesn't have to waste precious investor funds on 

making returns to the US at a time when it is pre-revenue. This 

removes my ability to claim various tax reliefs in the UK that are 

based on founder share ownership.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I have been living abroad since 1998, and was long versed in 

keeping my business interests in my own name i.e., no limited 

company. This has exposed my personal life to unnecessary 

risks. 

 

This is very stressful as I am denied the protection of a limited 

company for my business activities. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I was a self-employed sole trader working for a foreign company 

doing gig work, not earning very much at all. But it became too 

stressful complying with the tax rules of two different countries 

that I stopped working. I could not figure out how to utilize a 

treaty and ended up paying double taxes to two countries. Self-

employment reporting is even more complicated than regular 

employment especially when you are outside the US. I also got 

so much conflicting advice from tax professionals and from 

other expats on forums. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
I started a property company with a friend but we have decided 

to put everything on hold until I renounce. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I was not employed by Deustche Bank in UK due to tax filings 

in the US. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Within the last year I have gone self-employed instead of opened 

my own company due to the taxes in the USA. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Because the process of opening a business abroad as a U.S 

citizen in another country is so complex I have avoided this 

process as much as possible and remained self-employed. The 

current accountant I use to file my U.S taxes has recommended I 

avoid opening a limited company in foreign country due to tax 

complications. Because I have remained self-employed, I'm not 

eligible for certain funding or grant opportunities in my current 

country of residence (The UK). It also means I am more hesitant 

to earn more because of the $100,000 (ish) tax cap. 

 

In terms of the increased reporting, I have had to work harder to 

calculate my various sources of income from working abroad, 

than I did living in the U.S. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I had to pay my UK accountants to work with my US 

accountants in order to report all my company returns (as I was 

the director). I have since closed my company due to the 

overbearing effort and finding that goes into reporting my 

company accounts, and the personal financial implications due 

to US taxation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am a sole trader and do not have a company structure as I was 

advised not to for all the reasons about GILTI and the transition 

tax.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Denial of community service opportunities 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York About five or six years ago the local museum where I am a 

volunteer needed a new treasurer. I would not apply since I 

feared that the museum's accounts would be subject to IRS 

scrutiny. Instead I act as bookkeeper and someone else is the 

official treasurer.  

 

There have been bonds and accounts that I have not applied for 

since I knew that my US citizenship would present a problem. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: District of 

Columbia 
I have been unable to open bank accounts, investment accounts 

or even be the treasurer OF MY COMMUNITY CHOIR 

(!?!?!?!) because I am an American citizen.  

 

Yes, you read that correctly: The bank holding the account of 

my *community choir* could not accept me as the treasurer with 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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signing authority for a bank account that has never had more 

than 2000 GBP in it at one time. This is the insanity of FATCA. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island Unable to take on role of treasurer for my village hall as clearly 

did not want to disclose their accounts on FBAR. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
It annoys me that I have to report the accounts of the tiny charity 

I chair. I will stop being a signatory on those accounts when I 

can because of this.  Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I declined to be a signatory on the bank account for a charity of 

which I was chair become of FATCA.  Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I decided not to become a director of a non-profit I helped set up 

purely because of the potential problems in representing it to the 

US authorities. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

US taxation of non-US welfare benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am only finishing my master’s degree and am unemployed in a 

recession disproportionally affecting young people just entering 

the jobs market. Whilst I am entitled to unemployment benefits 

in the country I reside in because I am a citizen and resident, I 

am forgoing the assistance I am entitled to because it could end 

up costing me more than it is worth when paying taxes or 

reporting my finances to the US. This means I am living a lower 

quality of life because of US citizenship... I am having to rely 

upon debt to live when I am entitled to public assistance.  

 

I have been trying to find a tax professional in order to be tax 

compliant once I find a job. I have no idea where to look and 

everybody says conflicting advice. It’s so convoluted that I am 

not sure who I can believe to put my financial life in the hands 

of. I know that errors could end up with me being audited and 

this keeps me up at night. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 
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Attempting to make any financial decision causes me undue 

stress simply because I am a us citizen. I feel powerless in my 

life and yet I am on 22 without any assets or a large am salary to 

warrant any actual taxation, but the fear or unknowingly failing 

to comply has be afraid to open accounts or even return to the 

US. I fear one day I could fly to America and be arrested. I want 

to renounce citizenship because this burden sits on my chest 

most days. I want to be able to breathe. I want freedom. 
 

Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I am unable to be in the mortgage with my husband for this 

reason. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin It was very difficult for us to find a mortgage provider because I 

was a US citizen. I also cannot be on other financial documents 

for my spouse and I because of the tax implications. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Fortunately I don't make much money (practically any), so it's 

more theoretical than serious. But when one day we sell our 

modest house in the UK, I will have to pay capital gains tax, 

which my husband doesn't have to pay. I am about as happy 

about this as Boris Johnson was, when he was told he had to pay 

(this compelled him to renounce, in the end, but by then he'd 

handed over the six-figure amount...)  

 

What guts me is that I have two children who were born in the 

U.S., came here ages 5 and 2, and they have these life-long tax 

obligations, even though they've never lived in the U.S. since 

they were small, and barely set foot there ever since. Neither will 

ever make much money. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I feel being a US citizen is such a burden, I haven't registered my 

2.5 year old son and plan to do my best to hide him from the US. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Government provided trust fund for my foreign-born children 

said it could not be offered to American citizens after the 

passage of [FATCA]. My children were born overseas and 

stupidly I made them dual citizens at the embassy soon after 

birth. I now tell all Americans [not] to register their children at 

the US embassy! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I am concerned about implications for my young children who 

are forced to travel to the US on a US passport and thus have 

citizenship despite never living in the US. I’m worried about 

implications of my assets on them should they inherit from me 

and what impact the system will have on their lives as 

“Accidental Americans” who are never likely planning to live 

there.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I am concerned about the effects of my citizenship on my child 

who is also likely a US citizen despite being born outside the 

US. Her life [will be] more difficult because she has to either 

choose to renounce it someday in which case she is unlikely to 

ever be able to live/work in the US or she has to bear all the 

financial and tax burden I have in order to keep her options 

open. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have been refused certain investment accounts or use of casual 

investment apps because I am a US citizen. 

 

I have lied about being a US citizen in order to be able to open a 

savings account. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey At the moment, I have had to comply with FATCA requirements 

for the bank with which I have a small personal current account 

and a joint current account with my partner that we use only for 

paying bills/utilities, etc. The bank where I keep my business 

account seems to have looked the other way, so to speak, as at 

the time I opened my account, they asked if I wanted to open it 

as a US or EU citizen. Of course I chose the latter. So far, my 

business bank has made no request for my SS#. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I feel guilty for bringing my then 11-year-old child here, who is 

now in her 30s. I counseled her to be very careful when she Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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 wanted to buy a house 2 years ago. We went to a broker and had 

to explain the problems we have so that the bank would accept 

his verification of identity, rather than the bank seeing she was 

born in the States, for fear they would deny her a mortgage. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I bank as a UK national in the UK and US national in the US. I 

keep them strictly separate and hold my breath. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island In 2019 I took on UK citizenship. Now, when asked about 

nationality in regard to financial matters I state that I am British. 

Sometimes this does not work, because my accent is still 

identifiable, as is, of course, my place of birth. 

 

Fortunately my ISA firm does not know I am American, as the 

investments were made before FATCA really reared its head. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I tested how easy it could be to lie to a bank about my US 

citizenship. Note that I do report that bank on my FBAR.  Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I am not sure whether my current local bank is aware of my US 

citizenship but I have not made a particular point of telling them. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts I feel I have to hide my citizenship from my bank to keep my 

bank account. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada Investment banks are completely non-starters unless I lie which 

is a horrible feeling. Ultimately its either lie and invest or don’t 

lie and be at a disadvantage to literally everybody else in the 

world who had a spare few pounds. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I omit the fact I am a US citizen so I can get normal banking 

services. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Washington 
I have filed US taxes every year since turning 18. I am an 

Accidental American and have not lived in the US since I was 2 

years old. My mother (who is British like me, and lived in the 

US for about 15 years) got me a SSN. I have never worked in 

the US, never paid any taxes - I just fill in 1040 and 2555EZ to 

say what I earn and that it is less than the foreign earned 

exemption.  

 

I recently discovered that I needed to fill in an FBAR. I have 

told my bank my SSN and have filled in my FBAR.  

 

I will have problems in the future, as my pension plan will at 

some point exceed $200k.  

 

I have turned down opportunities to start a limited company as it 

would legally have problems with me being a US citizen.  

 

When my partner (not married) got given some money by his 

parents, he needed to make sure it didn’t go in our joint account. 

We have put things in his name, not joint, which puts me in a 

precarious financial position. Child benefit is in his name.  

 

I feel stressed and angry. 

 

I wish the US had made me choose between my two 

citizenships. In practice, they are assuming that I’m American 

first - but that’s not the case. It would be far cleaner and better to 

make people actually chose. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Nevada 
[I feel] suicidal. [Being and Accidental American] feels like 

being an outcast prisoner of my own life through no fault of my 

own. 

 

I am not a criminal. It is inhumane to treat people who live 

outside their country of birth in this manner. Where are our 

human rights? 

 

I was born in US & hold both US & UK passports. I have been 

with NatWest bank UK for over 20 years. I don't have a social 

number, because I have a Nino because I have lived & worked in 

the UK for 59 years. Natwest continue to hound me for a Social 

number which I do not have. I am beyond stressed out about this 

violation of my GDPR under Fatca which is a Gov treaty not a 

law. Why doesn't NatWest protect its clients? Where are my 

human rights? Who protects us from this nightmare? Our own 

PM Boris Johnson doesn't care because he had to renounce. He 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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is too busy with Brexit, COVID & his huge family. I don't know 

who to trust. So many compliance professionals want to deplete 

any savings I have for my family. I am ready to jump under a 

tube train, because this is insane punishment for being born in 

the USA. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
I feel stress annually at having to file my US tax return. I was 

born in the USA of French parents and haven’t lived in the USA 

since 1959 when my parents returned to Europe and I was three 

years old. 

 

I find it incredible that the US tax authorities ask questions about 

my personal financial situation that the authorities in the UK - 

where I have lived since 1961 – wouldn’t dream of asking me. I 

find them intrusive and ridiculous since I have never used 

American public services. 

 

Additionally since I earn way below the tax threshold for paying 

tax why do I have to pay hundreds of dollars every year to an 

online New York-based tax preparer who ask me ridiculously 

detailed questions? 

 

Why are we all treated like criminals who are presumed to be 

guilty until they prove their innocence? 

I intend to renounce but even there is the ridiculously high fee to 

contend with. 

 

It’s a disgusting situation and we have no political representation 

whatsoever. I have written to my senators and congresswoman 

and that was an utter waste of time. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I was born in the USA but never lived there. I recently obtained 

my UK citizenship and thinking of letting go of my US 

citizenship because of the Global Tax burden imposed on us as 

US expats. I find it very punitive to pay tax at federal income 

level for a self-employed person living outside the USA all his 

life. A few employers declined my application due to US tax 

implications not to mention re-allocations to low tax 

jurisdictions. I have low tolerance for investments as I don't 

want to get in trouble with the IRS for not filing properly my tax 

(one of the most complex system in the world). I am constantly 

looking over my shoulder, thinking if I missed something in my 

annual tax return which could backfire in the future. I highly 

support this initiative. 

 

As a global citizen, I am not a big fan of American Foreign 

Policies or what it currently stands for. On a personal level, i am 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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totally fine with being an accidental American aside from having 

to pay Global Tax ! 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in:  

Texas 
[Being an Accidental American is] very stressful and upsetting - 

I can understand why my parents registered my birth as a US 

citizen but even they regret it now seeing the continuous 

negative impact it is having on me.  

 

I was only there 3 months, never been to the US since and now 

have to plan my financial future with this hanging over me all 

the time. 

 

I turned 19 in June this year and also started a permanent job 

(apprenticeship) in the UK so my initial problems were 

determining whether I had to file a 2020 tax return. As I only 

started in Sept 2019, I had not earned enough so that was a 

bonus. 

 

Now I will have to file a return in 2021 for the 2020 tax year but 

struggling to understand how much it will cost, how much I have 

to send to the tax authorities. Currently being quoted nearly a 

$1000 for a firm to do them which is nearly 10% of my earnings 

for no benefit. I also need to now get a SSN which I can't get 

without a US passport and with the current COVID restrictions, 

proving difficult to plan a trip to the US embassy to get the 

paperwork sorted. I lived in the US for 3 months from birth and 

never been there since and it is very stressful and expensive I 

struggle to understand the rules of what I have to file - for 

example I now have more than £10,000 in the bank so will have 

to do a FBAR - will that cost me even more money. 

I am unable to do a UK ISA and/or investments as no UK 

institution wants my business as they then have to do a lot more 

with telling the US authorities. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Accidental American 

Stress 

Insomnia 

Fear 

No one to turn to until found various groups  

Unsure what way to progress 

Unsure whether to enter tax system  

Threat of bank account closure 

Written threat of reporting to IRS  

Fear of how to access wages if no bank account  

Marital stress 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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February 2020 contacted by bank had never been aware of 

FATCA. Fear/ emotional/ distress/ sense of loss/ unable to focus 

on job in NHS due to overwhelming anxiety  

March 2020 threat of being reported to HMRC and IRS. Pay 

taxes on income earned in UK  

May 2020 final warning then no further action as yet 

 

born to British parents; lived in UK 50 years. Have paid my 

taxes in full to UK. Hold a British passport.  

Have no ties whatsoever to USA 

I am being punished for being born there 

Had never heard of CBT or FATCA  

Have worked whole working life in UK and have been 

committed to dedicating work to NHS UK 

The stress has been overwhelming  

Loss of banking facilities  

Worry of penalties/ fear of being contacted by IRS 

Stress of having to renounce/ financial implication/ fear of even 

carrying out this procedure  

UK husband / marital stress  

Son unable to have bank account as I am frightened he will get 

caught up in this 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Pennsylvania 
Totally confused by the interaction of US and UK taxes 

 

I'm a person of very modest means. The complexity on a UK 

resident as a US citizen is very concerning - its very hard to be 

aware of all requirements. 

The charges for my US tax return are close to 3% of my UK 

income before tax. 

 

I would want to remain American. Its a part of my identity. I do 

feel that - maybe even for certain countries - if one is compliant 

with all one's local taxes, then to have US requirements also 

applied is unfair. 

 

Also, there tends to be an overall balancing within any tax 

system of good and bad. when the highest taxes applicable in 

each jurisdiction are applied to a particular transaction, then the 

person really does receive the worst of all possible worlds. 

Losing benefits which sometimes compensate for the harsher 

aspects of a tax structure 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Virginia 
As a British citizen with reasonable savings I would like to make 

use of investment opportunities such as a Stocks and Shares 

ISA. Unfortunately as an American citizen this is impossible as 

no provider accepts US nationals. The same goes for the LISA 

which offers unparalleled benefits for buying a first home - no 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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provider will accept a US citizen. I cannot invest in a tax 

efficient manner due to my unwanted American citizenship.  

 

The filing requirements are a source of great stress. I know for a 

fact that I will owe no taxes, but it takes either a significant fee 

to a tax accountant or enormous work figuring out the over-

complex America tax system, which is a product of greedy 

lobbying by tax accountancy firms. 

 

US taxation should focus on the US. Currently America is in an 

exclusive club with the African dictatorship of Eritrea – it’s 

about time they joined the rest of the civilised world and 

dropped overseas taxation, particularly of the punitive PFIC 

nature.  

 

FATCA turns Americans into pariahs. No financial institution 

wants anything to do with me, I’m considered a burden not 

worth dealing with.  

 

Considering that my income is too small for me to even owe a 

penny to the IRS, it is an absurdity that I must report every bank 

account and all my income to them in an exhausting yearly 

challenge. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 
Massachusetts 

I was not aware I was a citizen through birth. 

I had to prove my existence with school & medical reports going 

back 25 years' in order to get an SSI, in order to pay $2000, in 

order to file my tax return stating that in my 5 years of 

employment I have never earned enough to owe tax. 

I am now trying to renounce my citizenship to avoid paying an 

accountant each year, and this is also costing more than 2k, and I 

can't do it because the Embassy is not accepting appointments 

for renouncements because of Covid.. so I will most likely have 

to pay again in 2021 to prove I owe nothing. 

 

I cannot open an ISA or an investment account with my bank. I 

was annoyed because interest rates in normal savings accounts 

are much lower. 

 

I think it's ridiculous that someone who is a tax resident 

elsewhere would have to pay something from their foreign 

income to the States. 

 

In an ideal world I would not have to file. If this were the case I 

would remain a citizen, I am only renouncing because it costs 

me so much money to prove I owe nothing. I pay taxes in the 

UK and I am proud to do so. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Born outside US  I have lived in the UK since birth. I was given US citizenship as 

a child and was not made aware of the many difficulties I would 

experience come adulthood. I have never lived in the US 

(beyond a 3 month internship) yet still have to file taxes. I 

sought professional advice but the costs were astronomical and 

not affordable for someone just starting out in their career. I 

have spent HOURS trying to navigate US tax returns and greatly 

fear the completions when my financial situation will grow more 

complex with age. I set up a stocks and shares ISA this year and 

have only just found out about the complexities and high tax 

penalties of holding PFIC's. I have absolutely no idea how to 

navigate this now and wish I had never set up the account. I am 

so stressed about this because I am dreading completing my tax 

return without the aid of a professional. They are just too 

expensive to instruct. I am now also considering whether I 

should even marry because of the complications this will cause 

for me and my partner. I would renounce my citizenship but the 

costs of this are also ridiculous and I have anxiety because I 

know the tax rules could change in the future and if I renounce 

now, I will be full of regret.  

 

I feel extremely let down as this occurred as a child, I did not 

understand my choice and the consequences were not explained 

to me. I am now trapped and would rather not have citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
I feel I am being victimised and persecuted for having been born 

in the US, and daring to leave (not that I had any choice, since I 

was an infant when I left). It is telling that FBAR forms are 

administered by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network - 

clearly the US government believes that all of its overseas 

citizens are criminals. 

 

I am a dual national (UK and US) and have lived in the UK all 

my life. But because of US citizenship-based taxation, I am 

unable to save or invest like other UK citizens - if I were to try 

to invest in stocks, shares or mutual funds, I would be subject to 

punitive levels of US federal tax, and onerous and duplicative 

information reporting requirements. I have difficulty finding 

banks willing to open basic accounts for me. I have to pay 

accountants thousands of pounds every year to complete the US 

tax return, which is a far more complex process for Americans 

who live overseas than for those who live in the US. This 

phenomenon has caused great stress, anxiety and adversely 

affected my relationship with my spouse. This situation is 

incredibly unfair, and a blatant breach of human rights. I - and 

all the other dual US /UK nationals I know - are not wealthy 

"fat-cats" with billions of ill-gotten gains. We are ordinary, law-

abiding middle-class folk with modest incomes. We already pay 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

622 
 

high taxes here in the UK, and it is greatly unjust for the US to 

demand we pay further taxes to a country we do not live in, and 

whose government provides no services to us. Citizenship-based 

taxation must be ended now. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Texas 
I am an accidental American. I was born there when my mother 

visitied my Father who was working there for a short time. 

 

I have no links to the country at all. I have never resided in the 

country. I have never submitted a personal tax return. 

 

I feel angry and held hostage to a citizenship I never chose nor 

wanted. If I had lived in the country for any significant period of 

time it might be different but I never have. It's utterly ridiculous. 

 

The fees and red tape imposed on renouncing citizenship is a 

deliberate ploy to hinder accidental americans from being free of 

american citizenship. 

 

I do get extremely stressed when I read how the US will penalise 

citizens who do not submit tax returns and also makes it very 

difficult to renounce citizenship. 

 

I cannot afford all the fees involved in renouncing citizenship 

and professional fees for assistance in submitting all the 

documents and tax returns otherwise I would have renounced 

years ago. 

 

I would like to see the onerous tax returns and various 

documents required for renouncing US citizenship removed or 

greatly reduced for accidental Americans who have never lived 

and worked in the US as adults. 

 

I would also like the fees for renouncing citizenship to be 

reduced to some reasonable level as is used by EVERY OTHER 

COUNTRY in the world. Ideally it would be free. 

 

The entire process for renouncing citizenship is a complete 

embarrassment to the United States. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US; never 

lived in US 
Being a dual citizen is confusing but being a dual citizen forced 

to live to different systems simultaneously is near impossible 

and very stressful especially when none of the USA 

requirements map to my country of birth’s systems and I have 

no support network to lean on that understands the situation to 

any degree of competence. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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I was born in the uk and have lived here all my life. I’ve never 

lived in the US or held a job there yet ive only recently 

discovered the concept of “citizenship taxation” which is frankly 

astounding. I could somewhat understand the situation IF I had 

lived and worked there or had taken something out of the system 

growing up - schooling and what not then moved away and 

therefore “owed” something back to the society from where my 

success was born, but this is not the case. Furthermore, 

apparently I have to file tax returns EVEN though the entirety of 

my income is excluded from the tax calculation yet some 

Americans who live and work there (yet do not earn enough) 

have NO Filing requirement whatsoever?!?!.. WHY would 

anyone think that this is an efficient way to run things is beyond 

me. On top of this, each year I have to drain my income to have 

an IRS certified EA tax professional do my taxes and “keep me 

right” as I have no understanding of even the basic set of 

terminology required to complete the form correctly let alone the 

rules and regulation that make me compliant - 401k 

contributions? Do I have a form 8661 filing requirement?...... I 

have no idea, nor should I need to. The stress alone from finding 

out my situation some 20 years after the fact has been draining 

enough let alone the financial burden to “get compliant” and it’s 

ongoing impact (fees each year, stress each year), and for what? 

The right that some day - at the age of 42 - with two kids and a 

wife that are settled in the country of ALL our births that i have 

the “opportunity” to jump through all the hoops that immigration 

would require me to to move to the USA? The right to a 

passport? No other country in the world imposes it’s citizens like 

this. And I have NO voice because frankly who cares about 

accidental Americans 

 

Marriages are stressful enough without having a “foreign” 

government applying more pressure; we are just ordinary middle 

class working people. We don’t have “financial assets” or 

“wealth vehicles” or stock or huge sums of cash in the bank 

obtained through trades. Any money we have was got through 

earning it and paying tax on it at the source. I sympathise with 

the folk that have to manage and operate the laws. The law 

makers on the other hand seem to be so introspective when it 

comes to making g the laws they forget that there is 9 million 

American citizens that no longer live there or have ever lived 

there that they are also affecting the lives of - yet like me, have 

no voice. 
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Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York The people I was dealing with were just not able to help with 

issues involving 2 tax codes. They were very friendly and tried 

to help, but of no use. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I have not been able to set up an online account with the IRS 

because I live outside the United States. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona Not this past year, but the year before, I paid to have my taxes 

filed online, even though I should have been eligible to submit 

them for free. This is a problem for Americans generally, that 

the free filing options are deliberately made difficult to find, and 

unsearchable on Google. It cost me more to file my taxes in 

2018 than I was required to pay in taxes. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I have spoken to two different IRS tax reps they told me two 

different things. Either that I needed to file my paper to show I 

made no money and the other is I needed a foreign rep. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Over the years I occasionally used the in-person IRS filing 

assistance at the London US Embassy -- until they stopped 

providing it. 

 

They were generally helpful although sometimes brusque or 

rude to several taxpayers. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It’s impossible to talk to anyone there! It took so long. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida The first time I called was probably the year following my 

husband's death. Sadly, I cannot remember the question or 

resolution, just that the rep I spoke to was as confused as I was 

and needed to try to get me an answer. I do remember that when 

she did have a response, she admitted she wasn't 100% positive 

about the reply, which was worrying. I really wish I could 

remember what the issue was - sorry. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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The second time was when I had to file the corrections for the 3 

years my old US accountant filed wrong. When the corrections 

were sent, I asked the accountant if I would receive any 

acknowledgement that the corrections were received and 

accepted. He said I wouldn't. A few months later, I received a 

sizeable stack of correspondence from the IRS in the mail and 

after reading it, I was left confused and unsure if something was 

still wrong. I called and spoke to a very nice rep who explained 

it was just to acknowledge that everything was now correct and 

up to date. I told him the accountant had said I wouldn't be 

notified. He actually laughed and asked if it was the same 

accountant that made the errors. I said it was the same firm. He 

said it didn't sound like that accountant was all that 

knowledgeable. I have to say, his attitude and manner was 

greatly appreciated. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I paid in order to call the IRS at their request to verify my 

identity. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I managed to get through [to the IRS] on two occasions to query 

about the Foreign-earned income exclusion and how many years 

of FBARS I needed to file (one international accountant told me 

I had to file seven, when it was five plus the year I was dealing 

with). One woman just read, in a monotone voice, verbatim from 

what seemed to be a Q&A sheet in front of her when I asked a 

few questions. 

 

There needs to be a dedicated line/email address for US foreign 

residents. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Email correspondence: about 3 years ago (2017) to try to 

understand new tax return. From memory, I received a reply 

after a couple of weeks which I didn't understand. 

 

In-person appointment in Miami: this was to renew my 

husband’s TNA so that I could claim him as an exemption and 

not have to pay US tax. Phoning too difficult, especially trying 

to find the right department. Then I discovered that this was 

difficult from abroad so I had to try to find an appointment 

within reasonable distance of my mother's home in Florida and 

this took some time. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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When IRS had an office in the American Embassy in London, it 

was relatively easy to get help with my tax return and also file it 

there. It's been horrible trying to deal with the tax return, etc 

since the office closed many years ago. 

 

As far as I'm concerned, the US government provides NO 

assistance to US taxpayers living overseas. I suspect this is down 

to economising but I would be prepared to pay a reasonable fee 

for help. It is probably also because I suspect many expats don't 

vote in elections or hold property/assets in the US. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
The IRS has not thought of updating its online tax filing systems 

to match the like of developed countries such as HMRC UK. Its 

very outdated, unfunded and understaffed. It’s complex and 

burdensome to file US taxes. I would describe as walking on a 

minefield!  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Utah I filed my taxes by mail in 2019 and STILL have no 

confirmation that I'm actually going to get my federal refund, 

even though my state refund came through fine. My taxes are so 

simple that they SHOULD be able to be filed electronically but 

they won't accept that because of my NRA spouse. For next year 

I'm looking at $300+ in fees to get professional help. I can't find 

any free file help like I could in the US, it's like the IRS assumes 

that just because I live overseas I'm rich or something. It also 

feels like anything I want to do to try and be less poor, like 

investing or starting my own small business is penalized by the 

US when I don't even live there anymore. I'm fed up with their 

system that's set up to take everything I have and keep me poor. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Because it's a long distance call to call the IRS, I have to use 

Skype to call which can be very unreliable. Combined with long 

waiting times to speak to an IRS agent, I've very frequently been 

disconnected after hours long waits. This was particularly 

exacerbated after the shutdown in early 2019 where it took 3 

hours to get to speak to an agent.  

 

When I've talked to agents, they very frequently have no 

knowledge of overseas issues - even something as simple as 

getting my address on record changed to a UK address had to be 

escalated several times.  

 

On the positive side, the agents have been quite forgiving in 

issues related to delays in international correspondence.  

 

The IRS is very bad at confirming when and if tax issues have 

been successfully resolved - large delays make me unsure if I 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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missed something in the post and am accumulating penalties and 

unaware of it. 

 

If I have to pay taxes in the US, because the IRS does not accept 

standard bank transfers and I can't issue a check from my UK 

account my only way to pay is using a 3rd party site with my 

UK debit card, where I'm paying very high foreign transaction 

fees to pay on top of the taxes themselves.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I once tried to talk with the IRS and the put me on hold, where I 

remained for 5 hours before giving up as it was after 6 PM in the 

US. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey [My experiences with the IRS have been] horrible. Because I 

have a self-invested personal pension, which the IRS MAY 

regard as a trust, even though it isn't, my tax preparer files a 

special foreign trust form, just in case. I haven't taken any 

money from the plan yet, and one year my preparer included the 

page about distribution, leaving it blank. I got a nasty letter 

threatening me with draconian fines if I didn't submit the 

information by a certain date (all this done by snail mail, so the 

deadline was close). The information I needed to submit was '0'. 

I sent the letter by registered mail, but it got lost in the IRS 

system, and no one could help me on the phone or tell me what 

was happening. I don't know why the IRS and its agencies won't 

accept email communication - or let my tax preparer submit my 

return electronically. I have to post it every year at great 

expense. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon About 10 years ago, I got a notice that I had filled out my tax 

return incorrectly. I read the instructions several more times and 

then called the IRS. I explained that I had filled out the form 

incorrectly, but not in the way the letter had said I had done it 

incorrectly. The agent agreed with me. He asked me to fax the 

corrected form in the way that I thought it should be filled out. I 

did that and he accepted it. There was no difference in the tax 

owed. It was still $0.00. 

 

I have tried to create an online IRS account, but I cannot because 

my address and telephone number are not in the US. 

 

About 5 years ago, I called the international IRS number to ask 

which forms I should fill out for selling property. I was not 

selling at that point, but I wanted to start reading about how to 

fill it out. The agent told me that they were not tax accountants 

and that I should hire a tax accountant. I didn't ask how to fill it 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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out, I only wanted to get all of the forms and download the 

instructions so I could learn how to do it for when I might sell 

my property. I think the IRS should at least know the forms 

involved for international taxpayers because they could be 

different from taxpayers living in the US. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island I first spoke with the IRS in 2017, when working on re-entering 

the tax system (even though i had hired someone to do this for 

me). I had questions about the tax treaty, and government 

pensions (I worked for UK social services for 30 years). They 

advised me to open an online account. When i tried to do this, i 

discovered it is not possible if you do not have a US phone 

number, so that didn't work. 

 

Again spoke with them in 2018 as i was having trouble filling in 

the FBAR. They were, in fact, very helpful. 

 

In 2019 I had a letter from them saying that i had omitted to 

submit Form 1116, which was needed to support my entry of 

$10 on the foreign tax paid portion of the 1040. I had to explain 

in writing that on the back of the K-1 form, there was an 

explanation to put the amount from one of the boxes on the front 

onto the 1040 under 'foreign tax paid'. Lots of photocopying, and 

another £10 in postage, and then it was accepted. 

 

Years ago there was an IRS presence at the London Embassy, 

easily accessible by phone. They were very helpful. I called 

them around 1994 or so when i heard that if your tax returns 

were not up to date they would not renew your passport. This 

was, in fact, TRUE!. So they talked my through it, and did not 

seem perturbed that i had not filed since 1979. Without saying 

so, they implied that most folks did not file if nothing was owed. 

As i was young, and on a low wage, i had nothing to declare 

after the FEIE. 

 

I do NOT think there is sufficient IRS help for those of us living 

abroad. Most of us file MFS and I cannot find any free or cheap 

forms to efile with a NRA spouse. The fees to hire someone to 

do your taxes when living abroad are extortionate- the first two 

firms i called when i decided to do streamlined filing gave me a 

price of £2500 per year for 4 years of returns, and £75 for each 

of 7 FBARS, so a total of £15525 + 20% VAT making a total 

bill of £18000!! I found someone else for £4000 and did my own 

FBARS. I owed very, very little in taxes (something like $100). 

So i can only hope i am not making a lot of mistakes in my 

return. At least the payment system has changed, and i can now 

pay by credit card- for a fee. Last year i sent in $10 and had a 

refund check, which i cannot cash- for $1.99, and then 

mysteriously, 3 weeks later a second check for $1. I keep them 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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with my return as 'proof' that my return was received and 

processed! 

 

Suggestions: 

Offer a toll-free number to call in the UK (and others!) 

Allow us to open an account from abroad. 

Allow payments to be made by money transfer- or at least by 

card. 

Pay refunds (and stimulus checks) to foreign bank accounts. 

 

ABOLISH CBT and move to the more universal RBT. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Unable to enroll online because of foreign address. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I once used the IRS office at the US Embassy in London but it 

was closed years ago - about the only service the community 

really needed! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
[My interactions with the IRS were] slow and unpleasant. Much 

nicer to deal with the HMRC in the UK. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida [Dealing with the IRS] during Covid it hasn’t been easy. I have 

some clients taking six months to get their refunds. That's crappy 

when they need the money to pay their UK tax or to survive the 

Covid lockdowns. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
[Opening an online account] doesn’t ever seem to work for me 

because I can’t provide a US address or phone number. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Had communication from the IRS and was unable to contact 

anyone to find out more information. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I have never been able to get anyone on the phone. I had 

questions about how to fill out the forms and could never get 

through. 

 

I’ve tried to email about setting up and accessing my taxpayer’s 

account. I was told that this was not possible for those residing 

overseas. 

 

I tried to file electronically- not possible for US people abroad. I 

need to mail in paper returns, and pay for expensive international 

postal tracking services (avg $15-20) in order to ensure proof 

that my tax return was mailed in by the deadline. I worry about 

the forms going missing and being open to identity theft. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South Dakota Paying long distance costs to be on hold is terrible. I’m a 

teacher. I can’t afford this. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I did finally get through to the IRS in the USA on the phone. I 

got conflicting advice on how to file. It was very time 

consuming and stressful. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Quite difficult to contact a human being by phone, plus it is 

expensive to remain on hold for an hour at a time. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Born outside US I phoned the IRS two years ago to try and confirm which forms I 

needed to file but they had absolutely no idea and told me to just 

look on the website which of course I had already done. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I think I emailed the IRS when having a query about the FBAR 

(if they are the same organisation). They responded but were not 

at all helpful. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois [It] just takes a long time. For calls, I spend a lot of time on hold. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland On telephone I couldn't tell the person how much money I had 

earned in US to pass fraud checks so they didn't believe they 

were taking to me. I never worked in US but had a stock account 

just couldn't work out what the answer to their question was. I 

sent everything in by mail and did not get a response accepting 

my tax return after several attempts, so I gave up. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Massachusetts Impossible to access some services without a US address. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
Spoke with an IRS representative by phone - long wait to be 

answered. 

 

Tried to establish an online account - but it appears it is simply 

NOT POSSIBLE to do this if you live overseas, because you 

need a US bank account / credit card / credit history in order to 

open one. This is yet another example of the appalling way that 

the US government treats citizens who live overseas. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri It was very difficult to get ahold of someone from the IRS due to 

difficulty calling from abroad. Mainly the challengers of 

business hours and long wait times when calling from abroad 

can be very costly. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California It is near impossible since the IRS office at the American 

Embassy in London has ceased to exist to get good tax help and 

assistance. the time difference is a problem and the IRS still 

requires that documents are sent either by post (which often get 

lost) or by fax (when most people no longer have fax machines). 

the wait time to speak to someone can be up to an hour and i 

have often been on calls with the IRS where i am put on hold by 

the IRS rep and then get disconnected and then have to go 

through it all over again. it is not a good service. i have also had 

tax returns lost in the post. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Most letters from the IRS are incomprehensible. I have a college 

degree and am highly literate, and I almost always have to ask 

my US tax advisor to explain them. Our experience with the 

3520-A penalty was awful, with no notification our response 

was being considered, and no acknowledgement that there had 

been any mistake when the fine was lifted. The online 

interactions are OK, if a bit outdated. I can't believe I have to 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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mail 100s of printed pages to the IRS for my annual return, and 

my tax preparer is unable to file electronically because (as I 

understand it) they are not a US entity. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: did not 

indicate 
It is extremely difficult to communicate with the IRS. I have 

generally had to wait not less than 1 hour to talk to anybody and 

a few times I couldn't get a hold of anybody. When we do 

communicate by snail mail, the answers take a long time to 

arrive and sometimes because of the delay I have been charged 

interest. 

 

Generally the delays that are incurred mean that deadlines can be 

missed causing greater stress and anxiety. 

 

The fact that there is no one anymore in the US consulate in 

London has made resolving issue a nightmare. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York Although people at the service are professional, I am terrified I 

will say something wrong and incur a fine in some vaguely 

defined regulation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Difficulty making payments where websites don’t recognise my 

details. Called the phone service and they were unbelievably 

rude and dismissive. Came very close to missing the payment 

deadline and had lots of stress for a $70 payment. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I was fined because the IRS alleged my return was late. But my 

US tax preparer claims it was bulk mailed on the correct day. 

My preparer is too expensive to fight so I angrily paid the fine. I 

owed almost zero tax on the return. It’s hell dealing with this 

every year. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I keep getting hit with huge charges, that after a lot of time and 

effort get overturned. The problem is a complete 

misunderstanding of the UK tax code and every year I am 

having to correct the IRS on assumptions they have made. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida [I’m a tax practitioner.] Well, I make good money out of it so 

why should I care? The size of these penalties is wrong, that's Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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 why. 8th Amendment agrees with me. I'm close to retirement 

age so what does it matter if I win and finally get to stop 

defending all these tragedy cases? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
In 2018 we were threatened with a $10,000 fine for non-filing of 

a 3520-A due to (we assume) an error at the IRS, as the 

paperwork had been filed by us. After several months the IRS 

canceled the action. If they hadn't the fine could have been three 

or four times this due to the time it took them to resolve the case, 

and the rapid escalation of fixed fines for failure to file 3520s. 

This was extremely stressful for my wife and me over several 

months, and would have been life-changing if we'd had to find 

the money. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas As a student living abroad, I was penalised for not holding a US 

health insurance policy as the IRS could not validate that I was a 

student/legal resident in the UK. It took years of mailing letters, 

transcripts, and other evidence before the IRS corrected its 

mistake and withheld posing fines.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I closed an equities account last year because of US banking 

policies. 

 

I've struggled over the past couple years, as my awareness of my 

situation has increased, to find a simple way to reduce my 

reporting requirements (and hence cost of accountant) without 

simply divesting - which is contrary to all the understanding I've 

accumulated so far about having investments. Cash savings don't 

make a lot of sense at the moment.  

 

I'm not trying to maximise income, just keep my savings 

reasonable to support long-term care if needed. The mental 

energy invested last year was very draining. I've basically given 

up and decided to renounce. However my renunciation 

appointment was cancelled by lockdown. 

 

Had I known what was involved, then and subsequently, in 

terms of anguish and headaches, I would simply have renounced 

to begin with. I had considered it over the years (dual since 

1997) but didn't get around to it because being a US citizen 

wasn't causing any difficulty at the time. But my life is here, 

there is no benefit to keeping US citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

York 
I would like to see residence based taxation introduced like 

every other country in the world (yes, I know, apart from 

Eritrea). 

 

But since that is not going to happen soon I am hoping to be able 

to renounce within the next 15 months. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Several years ago I received a letter from the IRS that the IRS 

believed that I owed $30,000 in taxes for the 2017 tax year 

"based on information from third parties", including a $4,777 

"substantial tax understatement penalty". The notice took a 

month to reach my UK address from date of issue, and according 

to the notice had been accruing interest since that time. As I am 

not wealthy, this was an absolutely shocking amount.  

 

I had to spend 3 hours on the phone, long distance mostly 

waiting, in order to contact the IRS to find out what it was about, 

over multiple calls which was an error in some missing 

documentation related to the sale of assets in order to purchase 

my house in the UK.  

 

I was eventually able to resolve the issue over the course of 

several months and a great amount of back and forth with my tax 

preparer, but it was incredibly stressful which the fear that 

correspondence is getting lost or delayed through international 

mail only adds to the issues. The high degree of stress took a toll 

on my physical health and my work performance, to the point 

where I was ultimately dismissed from my job.  

 

I feel like I have no choice but to eventually renounce my 

citizenship, even though the pandemic has shown that without 

US citizenship I may find myself in a future situation where the 

US is closed to EU citizens and I can't get back for urgent family 

issues. It's a long, and expensive process to renounce, but in the 

end what other option do I have? I can't keep living like this for 

the rest of my life. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon  I feel my citizenship is a burden. I worry if I'm doing my taxes 

right every year. I cannot afford a tax professional to do my 

taxes for me, just to prove I owe nothing, I have decided against 

ISAs etc as it complicates the forms I would then need to fill in. 

I've kept my name off of certain assets as well because again it 

complicates my tax returns. I am trying to save up the money to 

renounce as I can do without this stress and anxiety, but part of 

me doesn't want to lose my citizenship either. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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I would like to live a normal life abroad, I do not make any 

money from US sources so I do not believe I should have to file 

tax returns. At a minimum, I would be happy to tick a box every 

year stating I've received no US income so am not subject to 

taxation for the tax year. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: California I am compliant with US taxes. It makes my life stressful and 

makes me resent the US as we are not really represented at all in 

the government by anyone. 

 

I am likely to renounce as even though I don’t usually owe 

taxes, it is a stressful thing to have to do every year on top of 

doing my UK taxes. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South Dakota Anxiety, fear, dread of having to renounce when my father 

fought for the US in the military. I love America! But my 

children and job are in the UK. And I have to save for 

retirement! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I just want to get on with my life. I would love to have options 

and keep my dual nationality but I feel increasingly ground 

down by the obligations of my US citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
My wife and I are actively considering one of both of us 

renouncing our citizenship in order to reduce the reporting 

burden and avoid double-taxation on the future sale of our home 

as well as possible taxation issues when we come to draw on our 

pensions. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania It feels very unfair. 

 

Recently moved to the UK. Still employed by US employer. 

Have had brokerage account in UK for several years. Was 

limited to ONE firm (and they are expensive).  

 

Am struggling to find reasonably priced tax advice. 

 

US citizen husband is planning to take UK citizenship as well 

and we may both relinquish. 

 

I am dreading a lifetime tethered to dual taxation and being 

limited in terms of financial options. My mother, a longtime dual 

citizen, domiciled in the UK, but resident in both countries, 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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cannot sell her London property to give some of her assets to her 

children, because the US will take so much in CGT that it 

wouldn't be worth it. 
 

Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
Never filed, never had a US tax problem. 

 

Never had any problems with US taxation, because I never had 

US-taxable income after I emigrated, so I never had any reason 

to file. Never felt any need to file FBARs and it never caused me 

a problem. FATCA did cause me a problem so I renounced. And 

it was through renouncing that I learned I was entitled to a small 

US SS pension, which the FBU helped me claim. And this year I 

received $1200 stimulus cheque. A happy outcome, for me. 

 

[My experience with renunciation was] very enjoyable. 

Consulate staff were amiable. Afterwards I celebrated with a 

champagne lunch. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Former resident of: California I am now free to invest in financial products here in the UK and 

plan for my retirement. FATCA has been more personally 

damaging than tax, as I decided to ignore the tax situation, but 

could do nothing about my birth place. 

 

I refused to complete US tax returns out of principle. 

 

I was very sad to be forced down this route. I had always valued 

being a dual citizen and representing my birth country in my 

adopted country. When my CLN arrived in the post, I cried. I 

also worry about visiting my family in the USA, as I now have 

no right of entry. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Accidental American born in: 

Michigan 
Have completed returns and submitted under the special 

procedures for certain citizens, and renounced once I had 

confirmed my liability was below $25000. The whole citizen 

based taxation needs repeal and blanket amnesties for those such 

as myself 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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[The process of renunciation was] very stressful. Whole thing 

was a nightmare. 

 

[I feel] utter dismay, rage and unfairness, in addition the USA 

had multiple opportunities to advise me of my obligations, 

including during the necessity to apply for, then renew, my US 

passport, where I filled in 0's as instructed on the SSN entry, 

where they said they would subsequently contact me and never 

did. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly resided in: New York In my case the experience of renunciation was closely tied up 

with the stress of tax compliance. I was already in the tax system 

(not in it for the first 31 years after leaving the US, but then 

following conversation with Embassy about something else, was 

told I needed to be) but had never submitted FBARS (because 

the wording on the IRS instructions that refer to FBAR referred 

to 'foreign offshore' accounts. From my perspective, my bank 

accounts were not foreign or offshore, but they were local and 

domestic, so I didn’t think FBARs applied to me). I therefore 

went down the streamlined procedure to rectify things, and even 

after renouncing there was residual stress as to whether I would 

receive penalties. And because you never get a final account or 

acknowledgement that you’ve done it right, that stress can linger 

for a few years.  

 

When applying for the renunciation appointment, I filled in an 

“Informal Loss of Citizenship Acknowledgement” form and in 

answer to the question “Has your decision been subject to any 

force, compulsion or undue influence?” I ticked the “Yes” box. 

Although it could have been a Freudian slip, it was genuinely a 

typo, and I explained that and filled in a new form. Nonetheless 

it seemed to raise alarm bells and at the renunciation 

appointment I was asked several times to confirm that I wasn’t 

under any undue influence. Although I had to be adamant that I 

was not of course I was under undue compulsion due to the 

extra-territorial US tax and financial reporting requirements. But 

I said (truthfully) I was doing it to simplify my life and I was 

permanently settled in the UK. 

 

Once I got past that hurdle, the renunciation itself was quite 

enjoyable and satisfying - everyone at the Embassy was 

professional and understanding and it was clear they knew 

exactly why I was doing it. The vice-consul who took my oath 

provided me with a letter which he said I could use for my bank 

while waiting for the CLN. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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My only regret was not having done it sooner before the fees 

went up. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
[I felt] relief that the end was in sight for filing US tax forms. 

 

Immense anger that a country can treat its own citizens in such a 

way. 

 

The $2350 renunciation fee I had to pay is particularly offensive 

to me, I have been a tax slave who had to buy his own freedom. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 
North Carolina  

I have now completed and filed exit taxes and no longer US 

citizen. 

 

I felt relieved as it was very stressful trying to get taxes done. 

Having to work with a company by email only which didn't 

always work, I was getting too stressed and didn't want to 

continue like this for the rest of my life. Also a bit sad to be 

renouncing. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly resided in: Washington I felt devastated that I was forced into giving up my citizenship. 

I cried during the interview. I felt confused and angry that the 

embassy staff were interviewing me to make sure I was 

renouncing of my own free will, when actually I was being 

forced by an extraterritorial regime that denied me the ability to 

live a normal life as a US citizen outside the US. The 

interviewer warned me that I would no longer have the right to 

visit my family in the US, which was very upsetting. My 

husband and I are childless and all of my blood family lives in 

the US, so I also felt scared about the prospect of never seeing 

family again. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 year ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: did 

not indicate 
The renunciation fee is outrageously expensive, but I felt it 

would be worth it in the long term. 

The renunciation interview was invasive and felt unnecessary. 

The interviewer was quite antagonistic.  

I wish I hadn't felt the need to renounce in the first place but I 

am now relieved I did it. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida As someone living alone, with no family (here or in the US), I 

just want to do what I need to do to live a very unassuming life 

and keep stress and worry as low as possible. It seems my tax 

situation has become the focus of most of my existence for most 

of the year, because of the two different tax years and it makes 

me miserable. I don't understand the reasoning behind the US 

tax requirements and FBAR for expats, especially of my caliber. 

I've been told that the FBAR is to monitor things like money 

laundering. If that was the case, I don't understand why it is 

required for $10,000 or more in non-US bank accounts. I mean, 

does anyone really launder $10,000? The tax situation has made 

it impossible for me to find anyone local to advise me on my 

best options for investing the money that was left when my 

mother died (in the US) because it's outside their scope of 

expertise. US banks don't seem to want to do business with 

overseas expats, as my current problems with Wells Fargo 

demonstrate. It does add to the difficulties in making financial 

plans and decisions. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Because my US financial accounts don't accept foreign 

addresses, I have had to resort to using the address of family 

members living back in California for correspondence. Due to 

this arrangement, I'm regularly contacted by the California tax 

board who continues to insist that I owe taxes in the state, 

despite not being resident there for 6 years.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Rhode Island My American bank keeps threatening to close my small account 

there, because i have a foreign address. I am also fearful that my 

UK bank may close my account here. Are Americans abroad to 

be denied both banking and investment opportunities throughout 

the world?? 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I have never taken my children to the USA but one day I would 

like them to go there and meet their cousins. However, I don't 

want them to be American and don't see why they should have to 

be subject to American taxes if they were not born in America, 

have never lived there and have a British mother. I'm scared to 

take them in case they have to have an American passport to go 

there. I see this as discrimination and totally unfair. My husband 

l was born and lived in America until he was 21. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I am married to an American citizen who moved to the UK to be 

with me. My wife files married-filing-separately and we keep all 

our accounts separate due to compliance burden and privacy 

issues that FBAR and FATCA cause. 

 

My wife has to file her taxes as married filing separately which 

leads to a very low filing threshold and she does not benefit from 

deductions. 

 

Introduced massive marital tension and personal demoralisation 

for my wife who has seen her career prospects reduced and is 

unable to engage in economic activity. she feels her degree is 

going to waste and feels very hurt in her long job search when so 

many ads say they will not hire Americans. We have had many 

arguments as before I did not understand the level of compliance 

burden and I thought she was just not willing to do the work of 

filing taxes, then I did my research and tried to help her with the 

taxes and we spoke to some tax accountants and I realized the 

situation was unbearable. I have personally been affected with 

anxiety and tension over the issue and my wife feels helpless. 

 

My wife has had a nervous breakdown because of the difficulties 

of filing taxes as an expat and had to go see a doctor and go on 

anti-anxiety medication. She is a gig-worker so she has to file 

both income and self-employment taxes. The actual filing 

complexity is very high and stressful, with "death-trap" penalties 

that threaten ruinous fines even for honest mistakes that don't 

decrease the payment amount. My wife had to quit her work and 

is unable to sell anything and is afraid of jobs with pensions-

schemes as those introduce a whole new kettle of fish. Many job 

adverts here openly say they will not hire Americans due to the 

taxation issues and my wife found this very demoralising and 

hurtful in her job search. Tax accountants here are expensive and 

do not give straight answers to questions because they want you 

to totally rely on their services instead of getting an answer and 

filing yourself (they make less on mere consultations). A lot of 

the time changes to the rules and new forms are introduced 

without any clear announcement or detailed guidance to all 

affected Americans, so if you file as per last year's rules you 

might be hit with a penalty that is greater than your total savings. 

Ridiculous penalties like $10,000 are possible for honest 

mistakes. 

 

My wife has currently withdrawn from the job market due to 

stress and extreme anxiety and feels very badly about not being 

able to contribute financially. Most tax software is not geared 

towards expats in her particular situation so our only options are 

to either pay hundreds of pound sterling for a tax accountant (we 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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are not rich) or to risk "deathtrap penalties" by trying to file 

ourselves. The authors of FATCA, FBAR and many other 

American tax laws seem to assume that expats are rich business-

people, when in the modern world very many are lower income 

people who moved for marriage or family or other reasons. 

Many are freelance or gig-workers who are basically working 

jobs by another name, yet they are saddled with compliance 

requirements that seem complex and hostile, as if they were 

written for tax avoiding international business-people. The 

compliance burden is very demoralising and anxiety inducing. 

Expats get less service from their government so their 

compliance burden should be lower, with fewer forms and less 

complexity and risk, not more. Furthermore, FBAR and FATCA 

violate my privacy as a non-American who does not live in 

America and does not benefit from any America government 

services. There is no reason for me to pay taxes to the US 

government or to have my privacy violated in this way, so we 

file separately, which introduces its own difficulties. 

 

If the US cannot move to residency-based taxation then taxation 

for expats should be greatly simplified and made less risky, 

rather than being more difficult, complex and risky. Penalties 

that serve as ruinous death-traps for even honest mistakes in an 

ever-changing landscape of rules should be removed. The 

suspicious and punitive nature of expat taxation needs to end, 

and the assumption that expats are rich or tax-avoiding business 

entrepreneurs should also end. In today's world every Joe or Jane 

six-pack may be an expat for any reason.  

 

Changes to rules or forms should be very clearly announced and 

communicated to every affected US expat (or US citizen if 

possible) so that accidental misfiling and ruinous penalties are 

no longer a risk. Tax software must cater to the ever-increasing 

number of expats filing as married-filing-separately, including 

those who are freelance or gig-workers. The filing complexity 

must decease sharply and gig-workers should not have the same 

filing complexity as businesses with accounting departments. 

Gig-workers are just de-facto-employees, often with fewer rights 

than de jure employees. Filing complexity also causes banks to 

refuse services to Americans and employers to refuse jobs to 

Americans (has happened to us). 

 

Finally, the ridiculous compliance burden FATCA and FBAR 

put on non-American + non-US-resident employers, banks and 

individuals (e.g. spouses), as well as the invasion of privacy are 

unacceptable. 
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Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I have not just experienced stress, but been distressed to see my 

partner so worried and burdened by this extraterritorial taxation 

that is imposed on her by the USA. When she first discovered 

her investments are PFICs, she suffered great anxiety and 

insomnia for a considerable time. She was concerned about the 

effect of the taxation on our joint finances in retirement and old 

age. She is not a wealthy person, but saved hard from a 

reasonably well-paid job in order for us to have a comfortable 

retirement and be able to afford care should we need as we have 

no children to help us. She also found it stressful dealing with 

the extremely complicated and lengthy forms. The injustice of it 

compounded her stress and frustration. 

 

I believe the US should introduce residence-based taxation, like 

every other civilised country in the world. At the very least, they 

should not tax PFICs at a confiscatory rate, especially when, as 

in my partner's case, they have been bought with savings from a 

British salary on which British tax has been paid. Because my 

partner pays more income tax in Britain than she would in the 

US, she has accrued tens of thousands of dollars of US tax 

credits, but the IRS does not and will not apply any of the credits 

to the tax it imposes on PFICs. This compounds the absolute 

injustice and punitive nature of this confiscatory taxation.  

 

Also, her US tax form is very complicated to do, requires expert 

professional preparation at c. $2000 per year, and runs to 150+ 

pages, all because of the mutual funds the US regards as PFICs. 

 

The pursuit of Americans living abroad seems to assume that 

any citizen who leaves the US to live elsewhere (in my partner's 

case, because of our relationship) has turned their backs on the 

US by paying tax in another country. How else to explain the 

punitive approach to taxation of non-residents?  In my partner's 

case, she has maintained close relationships with her American 

family and heritage and has returned to the US for extended 

visits twice a year for the past 44 years. Throughout these 

decades, she has made regular donations to her college, for 

which she receives no tax relief; her will provides for legacies to 

her family and her college. If that isn't evidence of continuing 

financial commitment and loyalty to her country of birth, what 

is? It is a sad day when the only way to retain enough money for 

the needs of old age is to expatriate.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  All financial decisions require more consideration than normal. 

 

Joint financial venture decisions are always stressful as we are 

never sure we can go through with them smoothly. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

643 
 

In general, I am directly affected insofar as together with my 

partner we must always consider all financial decisions very 

carefully. 

 

We hope that there will soon be a transition to Residency Based 

Taxation and the elimination of FATCA in order to make our 

lives a bit easier and make it possible to plan for the future. 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Unfortunately my children were made us citizens before 

FATCA. We have encouraged other people not to register their 

children as dual citizens. 

 

My wife got a letter from the bank saying she had to send in her 

social security number within 30 days, we decided she would 

come off of all accounts. Everything is in my name now. She has 

her salary come into one account that I have access to which I 

then withdraw her money to help with family finances. We 

shared everything 50/50 and now she has been put back into the 

19th century as a kept woman because of a tyrannical 

government. She pays more tax in the U.K. than she would in 

the USA. This has caused huge distress to her and our family. 

 

I would like to see USA be resident based taxation as practiced 

in the U.K. otherwise my wife and two children will have to 

renounce at great expense to our family. 

 

The harm caused by the USA extraterritorial taxation is well 

documented and I find it astounding that no one cares to change 

it and do the right thing. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Green card holders 
 

Comment   
Green card holder  I feel the US' lack of reciprocal tax agreements to be very 

frustrating, unfair and unjust. 

 

3 years ago I had a very stressful and frustrating experience 

trying to find a certified accountant able to help file my tax 

returns whilst residing in Thailand. 

 

Thankfully I eventually discovered a very good company who 

were able to help and have been great. However there were very 

few options and had they not been able to assist I am certain I 

would have had no choice but to not file and be in breach of 

filing regulations. At the time I owned property in the US and 

found the whole experience very frustrating and stressful. 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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FBAR and its threats of fines for non-compliance is a disgrace, 

in my opinion. 

 

As a UK citizen it amazes me how convoluted the US tax system 

is. It seems it has been created to be so complex as to create its 

own support industry. Whilst that may well provide profit, 

employment etc etc it makes it a true headache each and every 

year to file/report. And as I'm a green card holder it seems 

pointless to keep the green card at this point as it provides me 

with no benefits (I cannot use it to enter the US as I have no 

travelled there for over 1 year) but I must still abide by the (in 

my opinion fascistic) policies each year to avoid running into 

problems. The US government behaving like a bully as it does 

so on so many other levels around the world. 
 

Comment   
Former green card holder I had long term investment accounts closed and funds returned 

prior to relinquishing green card. 

 

I still have a frozen bank account despite no longer being a US 

Person and having sent them the appropriate documentation 

numerous times over the past year. Account has been frozen for 

just over 10 months already. 

 

Have formally expatriated as a covered expatriate and paid 

enormous exit tax, including flat 30% on all retirement savings. 

 

We filed FBARs through the day we expatriated and will no 

longer be filing. Getting FFIs to stop reporting those accounts 

appears to be a different matter. 

 

Out of the system now, so largely uninterested in what now 

happens. 

 

Are actively avoiding any future US investments. Children will 

not inherit anything so long as any remain US Persons due to 

covered expatiate penalty. 

 

I was educated, trained outside the US. I started a successful 

business in the US using capital brought into the US from a 

previous successful venture before I become resident. I provided 

long term, highly paid jobs for hundreds of US citizens for many 

years and generated hundreds of millions of dollars in export 

revenues while I remained in the US (80% of business was 

international). Pay significant taxes to the US each year I lived 

there. Including towards Medicare which I will never be able to 

use and for which there is no refund.  

 

I was then severely punished for having the temerity to wish to 

return to my country of birth to retire. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000+ 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Tennessee I would like to see an end to citizenship based taxation and the 

US join the rest of the world in residency based taxation, so 

those of us abroad could fully live our lives in our new countries 

and be able to work and invest toward our families futures 

without worrying about the complications of complying with 

two tax systems or outrageous penalties that could destroy our 

lives and everything we worked hard for. 

 

If this won't end, then I wish the US tax system could be 

simplified and a distinction made between ordinary people 

overseas and tax evading billionaires and corporations. 

 

I also wish for a repeal of FATCA for ordinary people struggling 

to have access to financial services to survive in our countries. 

FATCA is also a complete invasion of data privacy and makes 

our information vulnerable to security risks. 

 

I don't understand why the US is the only country (besides 

Eritrea, who has been called out for this same thing) to do this to 

its own citizens. I really wish the lawmakers who came up with 

FATCA, FBAR, and all the taxation rules, requirements, and 

penalties would recognize us as regular people and empathize 

with how US taxation really impacts our lives negatively in 

almost every way. The majority of us are just trying to live a 

regular life with our families. Just because it happens not to be 

in the US, doesn't mean we should be punished. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arizona I would like to solidify my living situation in the UK in the next 

year. My husband and I will both be eligible to apply for UK 

citizenship. I would also like to renounce my US citizenship 

when that happens. However, the application process for UK 

citizenship, followed by the fee for renunciation is prohibitively 

expensive. My husband and I never intend to go back to the 

United States, for one thing, the citizenship process for him 

would take a long time, and be very expensive, and there is little 

the US has to offer us in terms of employment. It is frustrating to 

have the US taxation system dragging us down every year, both 

with the amount of time needed to research and file, and with the 

extra drag on our income. We are both PhD students, we don't 

make very much. I would like the tax law to account for the fact 

that many Americans living abroad are just ordinary people, not 

trying to hide money in foreign tax havens, but actually make 

lives abroad. The tax system seems built to (ineffectually) police 

these wealthier people and prevent them from moving 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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businesses or assets abroad to avoid tax liability. It is not 

performing that function very well, and in the meantime, is 

disproportionately harming lower income US citizens. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would love to see Americans no longer needing to file taxes 

while living abroad in countries that are known to have higher 

tax rates than the US. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California [The US should adopt] residence-based taxation, of course. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have never had any financial income or assets in the USA. I do 

not feel I should have to file a tax return and information returns 

to the USA when I meet all the tax and reporting requirements of 

the country where I've lived and worked for most of my life. I 

believe taxation should for most people be entirely based on 

where they live and where their income and assets reside, not on 

where they were born. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I would LOVE to no longer have to file a return on my non-US 

savings, investments and income. The aggro for me, and cost, is 

surely not worth anyone the pittance I pay in tax.  

 

The actual tax is not the problem, it's the cost and difficulty of 

filing that is the problem. It feels disproportionately unfair. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I would like to see the US catch up with the majority of the rest 

of the world and use residence based taxation instead of 

emulating a country like Eritrea. We should do better. But even 

if that didn't happen (and I'm not holding my breath expecting it 

to) I wish it was more reasonable and less complicated so that 

I'm not paying accountants a month of my income to comply. 

And so I'm now giving serious thought to, at the very least, 

closing down my business and, at the worse, to suicide every 

year because I can't deal with the dread. (I know that sounds 

dramatic and pathetic, but it is, unfortunately true.) 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Reduce the taxation. 

Enable US citizens to hold things such as ISAs and help to buy 

scheme in the UK. 

Enable investment into mutual funds. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Thank you for trying to do something about this just abhorrent 

situation. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland FATCA is incredibly stupid and does not catch the people it was 

meant to catch.  

 

The US's position on citizenship-based taxation is stupid and 

needs to end. They need to move to residential taxation - the rest 

of the world already does this. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to see that these policies are seriously reconsidered 

in terms of the details and thresholds. Abolishing the whole 

thing makes sense to me - tax people based on where they live 

and work and save (in their bank accounts). What is so difficult 

about this idea? Why am I being asked to report my joint bank 

account with my husband who is the main earner and why, if we 

sell our house, would I be asked to report any gains if we are 

subject to taxation in the UK from any such sales?  

 

Why is it that the US and Eritrea are the only countries in this 

huge world of ours who require this? And if so, if they insist on 

this, why is the earnings threshold so low for IRS reporting? If 

the IRS should seek tax from those of us abroad, why not just 

stick to really high earners/businesses and not ask people like me 

(I am trying to publish my novel/s at the moment and if I do 

make anything the earnings will be small - I am not another 

Stephen King or JK Rowling - mid-rate authors make 10k in 

sterling on average at best).  

 

It is simply wrong to ask us, people making average salaries - 

and even 100K in US dollars is not a huge amount these days, 

especially for salaries in the UK where cost of living and 

taxation is high. The point is, while I may not have to even owe 

US tax, I shouldn't have to pay someone to file for me (as too 

confusing otherwise and I fear making mistakes) to then then me 

I do not owe anything. This is sadly the cost of my US 

citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri Simply put: the US should stop citizenship-based taxation. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Simplify enough that I can do my own returns and invest in 

whatever I want. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like CBT, FATCA/FBAR abolished! It is totally un-

American to persecute your own citizens unfairly like this and 

treat us like 2nd class citizens. It would never be accepted 'in the 

homeland' done to other dual citizens or resident citizens of 

other nations. We can pay into the US system, but we cannot 

take out if we need unemployment, disability etc. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I do not object to governments trying to catch tax cheats. I think 

that FATCA should report only on the foreign accounts of US 

citizens resident in the US.  

 

I believe that the US should join the rest of the world in having 

residence-based taxation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I think this is a massive invasion of privacy to: 

 

1) insist non-US held assets/income are declared for US tax, 

especially when the person is domiciled elsewhere; 

 

2) that a person with no claim to US citizenship should have to 

be declared on a US form. 

 

It is criminal to tax someone who is not domiciled in the US, 

claims another country as their domicile and pays taxes there, 

especially if they hold no (or minimal) assets in the US.  

 

I would be happy to declare my sole American bank account 

(which is kept to help my 94 year old mother if she needs it and 

is a few thousand dollars) but not assets which have been 

accrued outside of the US and have nothing to do with the US 

and on which I pay taxes where I live. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see an end of filing US taxes and FBARS for US 

citizens living abroad. My life is currently in the UK with my 

family and I file and pay UK income tax. I feel filing FBARS is 

a security risk which not only affects me but my husband with 

whom I have some joint accounts. Anything I earn or should 

inherit while abroad bears no reflection on the US tax system. It 

is understandable if I earn a US income or inherit something in 

the US that I would have to report tax on that particular item. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I report my U.S. and British taxes every year, as I am expected 

to, and have done ever since we moved to the UK. But I am 

sickened by the way U.S. lawmakers ignore the expats, most 

recently during the presidential campaign, even as they talk 

about "getting out the expat vote".  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Pennsylvania  I dream about Residence based taxation like the rest of the 

world, the repeal of FATCA and FBAR, PERIOD. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Alabama I understand the need to prevent very wealthy people from using 

foreign tax havens to avoid paying the US taxes they owe, but I 

am not a very wealthy person and I have spoken to many other 

hard-working Americans living abroad who are in similar 

situations to me. The US government should be able to create 

laws that don't unfairly penalise working people who are just 

trying to make ends meet. It feels like a massive oversight. I also 

shouldn't have to pay almost $3000 and renounce my citizenship 

to avoid this. I am an American citizen and should be treated 

fairly and justly, whether I live in the US or abroad. It doesn't 

make sense to tax people this way - to my knowledge there is 

only one other country in the world which taxes its citizens 

when they live abroad. This has had a severe negative effect on 

my life and will continue to until someone cares enough to make 

a change. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Foreign incomes under a certain amount should not be taxed, 

and incomes over that amount should not be taxed the same as if 

they lived in the US - possibly a 1 million plus. 

 

 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I would like to see citizens under a certain income level exempt 

from the requirements to file, although presumably there would 

have to be some other form each year to confirm the income 

remained below the threshold. Perhaps just submitting a copy of 

the tax return in the host country, with notes for the converted 

amounts. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 I'd love it if the government just left us alone while we live 

overseas. It adds so much extra cost, hassle and stress to deal 

with US and UK taxes. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I truly do not understand why the process can't be simplified and 

save not only countless expats wasted hours, stress and money. 

Could we not just sign a form every year declaring we are 

residents of another country and be left alone? I don't have any 

intention to return to the US, but renouncing is expensive and we 

might one day wish to return home to care for an elderly parent 

or a very rare chance our careers take us back. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I would like US taxation to be based on residency, not 

citizenship. It makes no sense for people not leaving there to pay 

taxes to the country. We are not benefiting from any of the 

public services, nor do we have dedicated representation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
End of CBT. 

I pay my taxes in the country that I am a citizen of and live and 

work in. 

FATCA breaching privacy laws. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Formerly resided in: New York I would like to see Americans abroad not having to submit, pay 

taxes and declare worldwide income, especially where it is 

burdensome on people that have low incomes and have no ties to 

the US other than citizenship. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York FBAR and FATCA are redundant - we should not have to fill 

paperwork for both. 

 

I resent greatly having to disclose all my foreign bank accounts. 

I'm trying to live, not hide money.  

 

I am ok filing taxes if it means I can vote. 

 

I think the US should STOP penalizing banks for not disclosing 

American clients so that we can have accounts again.  

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see the end of extraterritorial taxation. I would 

like to see the end of FBAR and FATCA reporting. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would like to see the end of extraterritorial taxation of 

Americans, the end of FBAR and FATCA for people without 

major international investments, and the end of the requirement 

of all financial institutions outside the US to report US citizens 

(friends have been denied access to accounts, have had accounts 

closed, and have been refused when applying to open accounts 

or invest in ISAs, etc). 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly resided in: New York Although I renounced 5 years ago, I still have adult children who 

are affected, so I continue to follow developments with interest. 

 

Of course the policy change that is required is for the US to 

implement RBT, but it feels like the US will never give up 

citizen based taxation and I wonder if there isn’t an interim 

(baby steps) solution that would save face for the US, be easily 

implemented, and assist many (although not all) people: 

  

1)  Taxation: Change the Foreign Earned Income Deduction, to 

Foreign Income Induction (to cover ALL foreign income, 

passive, interest, social security, pensions as well as earned 

income). 

 

2)  FBAR: Raise the FBAR trigger to a much higher amount (i.e. 

in the millions) so that it affects just the fat cats that it was 

supposedly for. 

 

3)  FATCA: this is the tough one as the whole world seems to 

have rolled over with exchange of information, so the problem 

needs to be addressed through the governments that have signed 

IGAs with the US. 

 

Since leaving the US in 1974, I have never registered to vote in 

the US. Just like I want to pay my taxes only to the country 

where I reside, I want to participate in the civil/political 

processes only where I reside. I would have quite happily 

formally given up my right to vote in exchange for the US 

giving up its right to tax me - and with that I would have been 

able to avoid renunciation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I would like to see all FBARS be only for accounts going over 

$100k or even $50k. 

 

I have multiple-accounts and it takes a lot of time and patience 

to find the highest amount in each account... and it's for no 

reason! 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Pennsylvania 
I think if one is compliant with a local tax structure then - and 

maybe only for countries not deemed to be 'low tax' such as the 

UK! - then extraterritorial taxation should not be applicable. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly resided in: Washington Our governments need to stop sending our personal and 

financial data on an indiscriminate basis to the US.  

 

In accordance with data protection norms and the laws of the 

countries where we live, any systems that involve the harvesting 

and transfer of personal data need to be proportionate, narrowly 

targeted, limited to the stated purpose, transparent to the data 

subject, and made so that ordinary people can easily understand 

and comply with what is required of them.  

 

FATCA is exactly the type of 'fishing expedition' that the courts 

in Europe have been quashing for years now. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
I don’t mind paying tax on US income but wish they’d leave my 

Uk finances alone so I could be free to invest here and have 

choice about what I invest in and to own my home here and not 

be taxed in the US on the gains. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida At the very minimum, I'd like GILTI and Transition Tax to be 

exempt / wiped out for entities of $200k gross earnings or less. 

And retroactively. And the three-year refund time limit extended 

for folks amending to get their 2017 Transition Tax back. 

 

Then, in addition to that, jolly nice to make FBAR, 8938, 5471, 

8865, and 8858 penalties zero when the additional tax due from 

failure to file is less than $500 or $1000 or some other de 

minimis figure. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois Would like overseas income to be exempt from reporting to US 

taxman. Would like FATCA reporting cancelled as it will make 

our children's lives unbearable and will cause them to renounce 

their US citizenship as it restricts access to foreign savings and 

pension accounts. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I really would love to see a residency-based taxation policy put 

in place like for all other countries. I would also love to see 

FATCA either repealed or amended. I think it is important to 

find wealthy individuals/organizations trying to hide money, but 

this policy doesn't differentiate the average middle-class 

expat/dual citizen who lives and works full time in a different 

country to US residents who try to hide money overseas. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I don't think the US should tax citizens on their worldwide 

income.  Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I want to see America do what every other country does... I don’t 

want to be a tax resident if I don’t live there. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want resident taxation line the rest of the modern world. It is 

ridiculous and astounding the oppression since [FATCA] was 

passed. 

 

FBAR is ridiculous having to send my local bank account to the 

financial crime unit! How dare they penalise me for living and 

working in my local country in which I am a citizen and 

taxpayer. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I feel like the US doesn’t understand the standard profile of 

those of us living abroad and all thinks we’re multi-millionaires 

trying to avoid taxes. I would prefer to have anyone who makes 

less than $X (maybe 500k) not have to declare or file and be able 

to invest in a way that makes sense for them and their family. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want resident taxation line the rest of the modern world. It is 

ridiculous and astounding the oppression since [FATCA] was 

passed. 

 

FBAR is ridiculous having to send my local bank account to the 

financial crime unit! How dare they penalise me for living and 

working in my local country in which I am a citizen and 

taxpayer. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I would like to see the abolishment of taxation - and the 

obligations to file - for all US citizens living abroad. At a 

minimum, change the classification of “offshore account” to 

refer to the account location’s relation to the account holder, not 

to the US. If I live in the U.K. and hold an account in the U.K., 

it’s not “offshore”. It’s my checking account, my savings 

account, my pension. Likewise, if I join my employer’s savings 

scheme and the account is located in France (where the parent 

company of my employer is based) this should also be 

recognised as a local account. I also want the definition of PFICs 

to be re-examined to exclude the mutual funds that are now 

commonplace as retirement investment vehicles for ordinary 

workers like me. 

 

I want TCJA and GILTI to exempt people who live in the 

countries where the company they own shares in are based. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: South Dakota Please lobby to allow me to save sensibly for a pension in the 

UK. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I would love both citizen-based taxation and FATCA to end. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I think the US should go to a residency-based taxation system, 

like almost every other country in the world. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I would like the policy to end. I don’t think I should have to be 

taxed twice on my income. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Born outside US I would like the US to tax like other developed nations, by 

residency and NOT by citizenship. I do not believe US citizens 

should need to complete a tax return when they are not resident 

in the US nor should they have to declare finances. 

 

Please help! I am desperate for a solution to be found ASAP to 

help those like me stuck in this nightmare situation. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida FBAR - easy enough but pointless.  

US taxation - just awful. Not really sure how much more to say 

about that. 

I would like to see investments policies loosened like any other 

country. My partner is Singaporean and they can invest without 

restriction. Without reporting every year. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I want an exemption from the GILTI rules for foreign 

corporations owned by US persons resident outside of the US. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Please stop this unnecessary burden for people who have a 

simple employment situation and 2nd primary citizenship 

outside US. 

 

I do not think it should be required when I am not resident in US 

for >20 years and don't owe any money. It is enormously 

stressful and I can't afford to pay someone in US to do it for me 

at my expense. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to see citizenship taxation, FATCA and FBAR 

abolished. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Massachusetts 
Citizenship based taxation is unjust, a breach of human rights, 

and needs to end now. 
Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri The taxation policies need to change, especially for those living 

in countries where tax treaties exist. Allow the countries of 

residency to monitor and hold accountable taxation in the area of 

residence. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada TTFI that rep Holding proposed, scrap GILTI, Americans 

overseas to be given seats in legislature, Impact to American 

expats to actually be considered when implementing new laws. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Being forced to justify your entire financial position to the US 

even when you pay taxes and live abroad is a massive burden 

and creates confusion, anxiety and cost. It should be abolished. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like for American citizens living outside the states to not 

be forced to filed tax returns. It is costly to the individual even 

when they have no tax to pay! 

 

Additionally for those who are Accidental Americans it is 

ridiculous. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I would like the US to remove citizen-based taxation altogether 

or at the very least put in place a very high threshold so that 

filing is only necessary for the very wealthy. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
US citizen born outside US; never 

lived in US 
End citizenship taxation or calibrate the law sufficiently so that 

accidental Americans who meet certain criteria are not subject to 

the regulations or reporting requirement. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Citizenship taxation must be thrown out; there has to be a better 

way through resident-based taxation. 

 

I have never understood why FBAR reporting is required; seems 

meaningless to provide the treasury with an unbelievable amount 

of personal information including all bank account details and 

highest balances. It is a personal intrusion. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like the American government to leave me the hell 

alone. Poland and Israel don't bother me. Prosecute criminals. 

Stop making it a problem for me to live in the UK, were in fact I 

pay higher taxes. 

 

Or... let me renounce my American citizenship without owing an 

exit-tax for business gains I've made entirely outside of the 

United States. Stop holding me hostage. I'm beginning to view 

the United States as an international bully and criminal extortion 

ring. When it’s just you and Eritrea, you know there's a problem. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would like to see US taxation applied only to US residents, 

even though I financially benefit from filing US taxes, due to the 

child tax credit. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
FATCA and extraterritorial taxation appears to have come about 

due to a small number of very wealthy American citizens 

avoiding or abusing the tax system and salting money away in 

complex overseas trusts and investments. It is totally 

disproportionate to the majority of US citizens who just lead 

regular lives. It should be subject to an assets/earnings minimum 

- I suggest $5-10M. I suspect the taxes recovered from all the 

people falling below this threshold aren't even worth the cost of 

the system. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I'd like to see citizen-based taxation repealed like all other 

countries in the world (excluding Eritrea). The US makes money 

by taxing foreign residents living in the US the same way all 

other countries apply residence-based taxation. Why should 

Americans abroad who get no value from social security, US 

military, US education, etc continue to pay taxes for which we 

see no returns. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I want to remain a US citizen because my only child, a British 

born grew up to marry an American and live in Los Angeles. I 

just want the US to agree to residence based taxation and leave 

me alone as I am a resident in the UK and domiciled in England. 

I accept I will die in England and have what is left to my estate 

taxed at high rate as governed by UK tax law. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I'd like to see the obligation to file disappear and for RBT to be 

implemented in the US. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia It is ridiculous that the US is one of two countries in the world 

that taxes based on citizenship not residence. Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware I would love to see some accommodation for those like myself 

who have dual citizenship and intend to live overseas 

permanently. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Territorial basis of taxation - at the very least have retirement 

income count as earned income for the earned income 

exemption. Ease fatca fbar and 8369 for residents overseas. 

Resident of: UK 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 
 

URUGUAY 
Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida In the search for tax compliance all US Citizens living abroad 

have been categorized as potential risks. This is a stigma unique 

to us US Citizens living abroad. The administrative requirements 

are disproportionate to someone in the same situation living in 

the States. I feel excluded and discriminated due to US Tax laws 

and policies. 

Resident of: Uruguay 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I have been refused as a Trustee and Protector due to my US 

citizenship. In addition, many foreign banks refuse the ability to 

invest due to the reporting obligations that creates to them.  

There is no freedom in the fact of being an American living 

abroad. 

Resident of: Uruguay 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am precluded from opening bank and investment accounts due 

to my US Citizenship.  

 

The detailed information required to be filled constitutes an 

administrative burden which include the threat of both financial 

and criminal consequences even if there were no willful acts on 

the part of the taxpayer.  

Funds accumulated in foreign retirement schemes are not 

allowed to be repatriated unless an incredibly complex process is 

followed and high professional expenses are incurred. 

Resident of: Uruguay 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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VIETNAM 
Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Washington I pay only in country I live, enough. Need to revoke all FBAR 

and FATCA policy, humans not slave. Also need to revoke 

2350$ US fee for terminate US citizenship. 

 

Never have problem, probably because poor and live in enemy 

country. 

Resident of: Viet Nam 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

NO COUNTRY AFFILIATION 
Stress, fear and worry 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey The stress of reporting mine and our bank accounts and having 

personal information between countries in the hands of 

questionable people is always on our mind. The US government 

treats all US citizens living abroad like garbage without equal 

rights. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Concerned about building a future and starting a family outside 

the US since there is so much penalization. Needing two 

accountants every year is a financial burden on young 

professionals. The areas are always gray and your chances to set 

aside for retirement or secure loans, much less a bank account 

without extra scrutiny make it very difficult to move forward 

with confidence info a life where I would like to have holdings 

and a home in two countries. Being treated as a tax evader for 

living abroad is stressful and disillusioning.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana Uncertainty and the impossibility of understanding forms and 

documents every year because they are not written clearly. 

The constant stress of having to be penalized from certain 

investments and possibly being denied opening bank accounts 

because I am an American citizen. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of:  Michigan I am concerned constantly that 1. Will not be able to find a 

qualified professional to do my us taxes 2. Need to think of 

possible US tax implication for each financial document I see in, 

bank accounts, credit, etc. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: New 

Hampshire 
Every year I feel that I am potentially regarded as a criminal 

since I have to file the F-bar for example. I have a small income 

but have to spend hours to file and I'm always worried I made a 

mistake. 

 

As a US citizen, I have always complied with US regulations. 

But it is complicated and very stressful to be in this position of 

living abroad with foreign bank accounts. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania My non-US bank, with whom I have had an account for 30 years 

has only just started to request that I complete a form about my 

US citizenship, including a request for my SSN. I feel stressed 

and worried that my account will be closed. I do not want to give 

my SSN as I have avoided filing taxes now for six years because 

the filing is becoming more complicated as my earnings have 

risen substantially. The last communication from my bank on 

this matter was this month when their tax office stated they will 

report me to my current country’s tax authority. I pay 45% tax 

on my income to the country where I have lived these past 30 

years. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas This whole situation stresses me beyond belief. It is not fair for 

expats to be taxed when they don't live in the USA and don't 

plan to return. I should not be having to give any of my hard 

earned money to the USA just because I'm a citizen. It's all way 

too complicated. 

 

The whole thing makes me lose sleep some nights. It causes me 

and my spouse a lot of stress. It's all unfair and needs to be 

changed. Why should my spouse be penalised for being married 

to an American? I haven't lived in the US for over 20 years. I 

should not be paying taxes to a system I don't even use. I don't 

even have the ability to vote. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin In 2011 my bank froze my accounts until I went and filled out 

the newly required paperwork. I'm continually afraid that any 

new financial arrangement by myself or my dual-citizen children 

will suddenly be halted because of FATCA. I am angry that the 

world's financial institutions have been turned into unwilling 

spies for the IRS. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania I have a fear of doing something wrong and being penalized. I 

have a fear that US taxation will be a major issue for my kids, 

even though they have never lived in the US. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Accidental American born in: 

Texas 
I can’t file due to no SSN, which means I can’t regularize my 

compliance status, it almost cost me a mortgage and continues to 

be the main stressor in my life which has also included 

substantial mental health side effects. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Cannot sell my house and move to a more appropriate property 

due to capital gains tax. Ongoing. 

 

Cannot move my employer paid retirement fund (from an 

employer I’ve been retrenched from) without incurring tax as if I 

took the money for use. Even though that is not allowed under 

my country of residences law. This year. 

 

Will incur high taxes on my severance payment which is not 

taxable in my country of residence but comes with mutual 

responsibility obligations that do not allow me to apply for 

unemployment until it is deemed I have spent the money at a 

rate they determine is reasonable living expenses. They do not 

take into account that a large amount will have been taken by US 

tax. Will occur in 2020 return. 

 

Large fees to file tax returns and FBARs at accountants familiar 

with the law when rarely owing any money, no tax due most 

years - in fact, a tax credit. Every year. 

 

Fighting with my US born husband about this arcane system 

regularly. Feelings of frustration, sadness, fear for our futures, 

fear of large penalties for accidental mistakes. Feeling trapped in 

an unfair system. Financial stress. Anger at being unable to plan 

or save for retirement without double taxation, defeating the 

purpose of the savings. 

 

Unable to be a signatory on my ageing mother’s accounts 

because they have to be reported. 

 

Worry about the implications of estate planning for my mother 

and myself. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida Every year, I face the same nightmare with my taxes, and then 

the bloody FBARS.  Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I am the owner of a small business that operates in a company 

structure. This was established prior to FATCA. My business 

bank recently asked to update my details and USA question was 

asked, I answered truthfully and am now fearful it is "on the 

radar." 

Resident of: a country in Oceana 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Missouri I am behind on being US tax compliant due to the stress and 

anxiety of the process. The stress comes from fear of having to 

owe something significant, regardless of tax treaties, as well as 

fear of cost for working with a tax professional.  

 

Additionally, from a retirement perspective, I am unable to 

invest in my country of residence because of challenging 

investment taxation (that also gives me anxiety) and I fear I will 

be worse off financially in my future as I am unable to invest 

like my peers here. [This] gives me deep anxiety and stress for 

my future that I am able to save enough for retirement. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington [I feel] stress and contempt. 

 

Worldwide taxes are a HUGE source of stress and quality of life 

outside the US. I am strongly considering giving up my US 

citizenship over the taxation. It is not ethical that the US taxes us 

and I should have to give up my identity and citizenship due to 

their greediness. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington As a US expat family, we are couple in the early 40s with a 

young child. Ever since we moved out of the US a few years 

ago, we have been constantly worried about dual taxation and 

the inability to participate in retirement accounts outside the US. 

We are now permanently living abroad, yet we feel that we are 

somehow shackled permanently to the US and unable to plan for 

our retirement. It has been a burden at the back of our minds. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am not confident my personal financial data is being 

transferred securely. The extra reporting obligations have caused 

me an inordinate amount of stress. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I will be brief - it is challenging to fine good US tax help and it 

is very expensive... also selling non- US assets - the tax Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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 implications where it is double taxed. Understand these tax 

treaties are to be reciprocal - however they are not! 

 

Honestly, it has been traumatic! The mental stress that the US 

government puts their citizens that live abroad... 

 

The costs of compliance is over the top... 

 

The US is making more and more difficult for US citizens to live 

and work abroad... the dual taxation and cost of compliance is 

too much. This is a key reason for many long term expats to give 

up their US citizenship... 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio Probably not in compliance [with respect to my business]. That 

causes stress. Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Feelings of persecution and betrayal 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I feel attacked by the US government and as if I have to prove I 

am not criminal. Then then the US getting foreign banks and 

governments to attack us is sickening. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Taxation without representation - that is what all this BS is. 

Americans abroad are all individuals in our states so our voice is 

watered down and not a priority with our representatives. The 

whole policy is isolationist and does not take in consideration 

that outside the USA - there are different financial calendars,  

country specific retirement Soc Sec plans, dual citizens, time 

zones, and do not receive the latest tax changes of this ancient 

Byzantine bloated tax system that accountants have trouble 

keeping up with. Middle class Americans abroad cannot save 

much for retirement (or if you do - pay Uncle Sam) - the system 

forces us to renunciate so that we can finally pursue some 

happiness & lead a more stress-free life. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Iowa For many years my husband was the main breadwinner and he 

held an account which included his father and which constituted 

our main financial resource. Before fatca came in, I was 

removed from the account because my husband and father in 

law, who have never lived in the USA or worked there, did not 

understand why their bank account should be subject to Scrutiny 

by the US. That left me in a very delicate position. If anything 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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had happened to my husband, my share of that account would 

have been inferior to what I would have received if I were joint 

holder. It was difficult to find ways for him to safeguard my 

position financially for the future. This situation is on going. We 

only recently opened a joint account, but I do not have access to 

his main one for the reasons given above. Same issue for the 

titles of our home and second home. then I inherited money and 

stocks from my father and had a different problem. If I brought 

the assets to Europe, I would be faced with high taxes in the US 

for foreign investments. Leaving them in the US, I am faced 

with high taxes in my country of residence (where I am also a 

citizen) for foreign investments and foreign accounts. I cannot 

open an investment account in my country of residence as they 

do not accept US citizens. I cannot buy mutual funds in the US 

because I am a foreign resident. I cannot keep a regular checking 

and savings account in the US because I am not a US resident. I 

can keep a brokerage account, but that means I must keep a large 

sum tied up in that account. I have to pay for expensive tax 

assistance in the US and in my country of residence. It is a 

nightmare.  

 

For a long time without access, not even a signature on my 

husband's account, I felt like a second class citizen, a guest, 

someone who has to live through charity, subject to the whims 

and restrictions of others. Now, it makes me upset and angry that 

I cannot use the money I inherited from my father to provide for 

my future or invest in financial products as I wish. I have to keep 

most of my assets in cash in order not to be subject to complex 

tax reporting and taxation. 

 

I am a writer, and earn very small royalties from time to time, 

but in the end, due to the complex tax reporting issues (taxes on 

royalties are due in the US and my country of residence), I 

cannot have a US bank account where I may deposit these 

checks since I do not have a US residence, and the fees for 

depositing international checks in  my country of residence are 

so high, that after taxation on both sides, it makes more sense to 

just shred the checks rather than deposit them. I worked as a 

translator for a long time in my country of residence, but could 

not turn this activity into a lucrative business due to problems of 

US tax reporting.  

 

[This has left me feeling] dejected, exiled, anxious, frustrated. I 

have always complied with tax reporting laws and with the law 

in general--I feel that I am made out to be a criminal, a tax 

frauder.  

 

I do not understand how the sensitive data that I have had to 

furnish my banks is being collected and archived. I was required 

to send my SSN to one bank via Email, and I also saw that the 
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files containing SSNs of customers were kept on an easily 

accessible file on a shelf, where anybody -- cleaning ladies -- 

could browse at leisure, or employees examine them without 

raising suspicion. Tax identification numbers in my country of 

residence are public - you must put them on a variety of 

documents, contracts, receipts, even when you send a package 

through the mail. The authorities do not understand that US tax 

identification numbers cannot be treated so promiscuously. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Even if [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] vanished tomorrow, there is 

no looking back for me. The damage has been done. I have 

transitioned from being one of the most patriotic America-

boosters abroad (pre-FATCA and OMG moment) to one of its 

most vehement and resentful critics. It pains me to be a US 

citizen. Sadly, I live in a place where local citizenship was never 

a desirable or simple option and has rapidly gone from bad to 

worse, even though I love living here. I am actively working on 

obtaining another citizenship and when it comes through, I will 

renounce the US citizenship, even though I'll be an old man by 

then. 

Resident of: country in Asia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas It makes me very angry that the USG is purposefully going after 

Americans overseas. Why can they not fall in line with the rest 

of the world? Do they so badly need revenue from the small 

percentage of us that they need to do this? I feel it is bullshit. I 

am sick of the US government hounding us! We have no 

representation in Congress, and I fear even if we did, what could 

they do for us? Are they going to visit all of us during their term 

in Congress in 180 countries?  I doubt it. And we'd end up 

having to pay for those trips to legitimizing CBT even more.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas 1. cost of filing 

 

2. too many forms – headache 

 

3. paying the IRS - only a few ways to do it. 

 

4. Because I am self-employed I am double taxed. Also note that 

Americans overseas lose the 2.9% Medicare fees we pay 

because they do not pay overseas Americans, either we should 

get that money back, or it should be put into Social Security. I 

am very angry about this. I do not mind paying into SS, but it 

should be optional and we should be allowed to pay more or less 

depending on ourselves. 

 

5. I have lost my US account years ago, Patriot Act cited. 

 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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6. I was told where I live that if I do not waive my privacy that I 

will lose my account in my host country. They threatened me. 

 

7. Denied foreign bank accounts because I am an American, full 

stop this is nonsense. It makes it very difficult to plan financially 

and makes me feel discriminated against because my own 

country caused this problem! 

 

9. WEP needs to be removed! If I am paying taxes in two 

countries then I deserve to get two pensions, period, end of 

story. 

 

10. More forms to fill out in my foreign host country, scrutinized 

more, they don't know how to deal with us. 

 

There are just too many things to list. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I keep up with filing my taxes each year, but I wish I did not 

have to - particularly when I do not owe any money. I don’t own 

any property. Because of the extra complications of 

FATCA/FBAR, it’s difficult to use lower cost tax prep services 

to file my taxes, and I actually feel like I am being punished for 

doing the right thing by staying up to date on filing each year. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland [I feel] betrayal, desperation, anxiety, frustration, depression, 

anger, separation anxiety thinking of the inevitability of being 

forced eventually to renounce - not to avoid taxation but to be 

able to invest and retire in security. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Many other UN retirees with other nationalities are not subject 

to taxation on their UN pensions. Why the US? Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York The role of Americans overseas in promoting exports is not 

sufficiently recognized. Moreover, Americans overseas are not 

even counted in the Census. Perhaps we would get better tax 

treatment if these perception deficiencies were remedied. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Affects family relationships 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My mother is elderly and wants me to be a signatory on her 

accounts and retirement investments. I cannot be as she does not 

want her information divulged to the US government. I am an 

only child and my father is deceased. Who else is supposed to do 

it? It’s a huge problem for us. I feel like the US government is 

holding my non-US family hostage to their laws also. 

 

It’s incredibly distressing and creates huge tension in my 

marriage. My husband would like to return one day and will not 

renounce his US citizenship. It makes me feel like I can’t either 

even though I know our financial future really requires us to. 

This causes huge arguments and has had me considering divorce 

as the only option. I feel like I have to choose my husband OR 

my family.. like I can’t have both.  

 

Also I feel like I can’t transfer large sums of money between 

accounts because then I have to report it twice and it makes it 

look like we have more money than we do. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maine I have resided and worked overseas since 1993. I have always 

filed returns in the USA, in accordance with tax law, however 

have never felt it was done correctly and have now fallen behind 

a few years with filing and it feels overwhelming. 

 

I am concerned I am not filing correctly and I recently had to 

remove myself as a successor trustee for my ageing mother in 

the USA. She has significant assets and when she passes away I 

am concerned about tax implications as a beneficiary. 

 

I am not sure the last year I filed...it has been 5 years or so now. 

Resident of: a country in Oceana 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Unable to invest or save for retirement 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia My private retirement insurance was canceled around 2011 

because of the new tax laws for U.S. citizens. They returned the 

money I had paid into it without interest. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Because of all the hoops I would have to jump through as far as 

my tax return, I am unable to invest in mutual funds, which is 

one of the most common forms of savings in the country I live. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Former resident of: Maryland Unable to open trading/investment account in US due to foreign 

residency. 

 

Unable to open direct trading acct (better protected from PFIC) 

in country of residence due to being USP. 

 

Unable to open other "local" investment accounts due to USP 

Constantly worried about retirement and filing errors, despite 

hiring professionals. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New 

Hampshire 
My pension is taxed despite my having not lived in USA over 6 

years and I receive no benefits. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
Not only do I pay taxes on my foreign income even though I 

don’t live in the US, but also on the pension contributions that 

my employer makes to my private foreign pension plan which is 

not recognised as such by the USA IRS. I am heavily penalized. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania The extraterritorial taxation of foreign retirement schemes and 

general retail investments is my number one concern. The laws 

are unfair, and in my opinion unconstitutional. The PFIC and 

foreign trust rules are complex, and really prevent a normal 

expat citizen to make use of standard capital markets. 

 

A mutual fund purchased in a tax advantaged facility in my 

foreign country of residence (superannuation or kiwisaver as 

examples) is not a USA tax avoidance/fraud attempt - it is an 

individual attempting to secure the financial future of his family, 

and not be a financial burden on government.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Capital gains, double taxation and phantom income 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Double taxed because of the inherent savings clause of the 

majority of the US bilateral tax treaty. 

 

 

Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon US tax code, in my opinion, treats US citizens living abroad 

unfairly and is overly complex and difficult to understand and 

therefore comply with. Working for a full year as an employee 

abroad is not overly complicated thanks to the FEIE, but 

working half the year abroad and half the year in the US can put 

someone in a complicated position where it may be difficult to 

avoid double taxation, which is inherently punitive. Implications 

of marrying and living abroad are not fair to foreign spouse. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I am being doubled taxed; by the country I live in and also the 

USA. I have not lived in the USA for 27+ years. I am a retired 

senior and I must pay substantial amounts to accounts both here 

and in the USA to prepare my tax returns. This extra expense 

(both the taxes and the accountancy fees) are diminishing my 

retirement savings. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Prepare and file forms themselves (without professional assistance) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York My non-US citizen husband does not want me to submit US tax 

forms: we have no US income or assets, and are not US 

residents. We feel unjustifiably and unfairly targeted at the 

prospect of paying anything to the US government under these 

circumstances, all the more so as we pay high taxes on my 

husband's income in our European country of residence. We 

cannot see how it would be fair to have to pay US taxes on 

investment accounts in the foreign country where we live, under 

these circumstances. I find this situation highly stressful. I am 

extremely uncomfortable with this situation. 

 

Some 25-28 years ago, I met with a US tax representative at the 

embassy of the European country where I have been a resident 

for 29 years. I was told at that time that the IRS would 

appreciate that those who do not make the minimum income for 

taxation refrain from filing; as I did not make that minimum 

amount, and haven't ever since, I stopped filing with the IRS. 

I am dismayed to learn that I might have been expected to file as 

an entrepreneur? How does this make any sense for a non-US 

resident?? It feels like stealing, frankly. I obviously pay taxes in 

my country of residence!! 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I wind up reporting the same money many times as I move it 

from bank to bank. It looks like I have more money than I do. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin It costs a lot of time to file tax forms every year to prove that I 

owe nothing. The tax forms can change significantly from year 

to year, adding to the burden of time needed to inform myself 

and fill it out correctly. If I hired a tax accountant, that would be 

a financial burden as well.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan The tax year is different in the country I live in, so it's difficult to 

total up my end of year earnings, etc since the year-to-date totals 

reset at a different time. It's also hard to remember to file my 

taxes every 6 months. I never owe anything to the US, but it's 

frustrating having to pay a few hundred dollars a year to file 

them (hopefully) correctly. Having a side business working from 

home makes it even more complicated, so I usually just leave 

that part out if my taxes (I'm pretty sure I'm before the reporting 

threshold anyways?) 

 

My annual turnover is less than $10,000 AUD in my direct sales 

business which I believe is under the reporting threshold. When 

I tried to report my sales/earnings on taxes, I wasn't able to 

figure out how to do so (using turbotax). All my financial 

statements and totals also report under a different time period, 

making it a lot of extra work to calculate it for the US financial 

year. 

Resident of: an Asian country 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan I have lived outside of the US for 7 years and for the first 4 years 

I completed taxes by myself. But now I got behind on filing and 

I don’t know how to get caught back up (even though I know I 

will owe nothing!) The people who are well versed in this kind 

of taxes charge a great deal. 

Resident of: country in South 

America 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I self-complete and file my US tax returns every year for the past 

35 years, as well as my FBAR forms. I thought I was being a 

good, honest citizen by doing so. Knowing what I now know, I 

wish I'd stayed under the radar. 

 

The IRS knows nothing about my business (which is not a 

corporation). Though it's a lie, I claim myself as an employee of 

a foreign company. It's the only way I can possibly survive. 

 

As I said, I do not use my name or anything that would identify 

me in the name of my non-limited company. I list it as a foreign 

company of which I am an employee. The actual income 

reported is genuine. But I save myself the burden of "self 

employment tax" (I consider that I will never collect social 

security) and all the other complexities of reporting a foreign-

based "American" business. 

Resident of: country in Asia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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This obviously gives me enormous stress every year when I file 

my US tax returns. An audit would likely ruin me financially. 

But at this point there's no going back. To change my reporting 

would raise red flags. I anxiously await the day, 3 or 4 years 

from now, when I will qualify for another citizenship and I can 

renounce the USA. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
Filing taxes is difficult and stressful. I have spent a lot of time 

researching which investments I am allowed to have in order to 

save for retirement.  

 

My country of residence taxes are harder to file because my 

investments are in the US and I have to translate the tax forms 

given to me by the US investment companies. In turn this makes 

it more difficult to file my US taxes.  

 

Some of my assets (cryptocurrency) are not taxed in my resident 

country but are taxed in the US. So I have to pay the US taxes 

even though I don’t live there.  

 

If I get married to a non US citizen, I cannot invest as much into 

my Roth IRA, even further limiting the type of retirement 

accounts available to me. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Vermont After paying way too much (up to $3000) for many years to a 

tax professional to do both French and US tax returns, I decided 

to do them myself. 

FBAR - Do myself since it started 

French return - Do it myself for 4 years. It is easier than the US 

return. 

US return - Started 3 years ago to do them myself. It is not easy, 

but with help from friends, the IRS, and through experience, it 

gets a little easier. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I prepare my own tax returns, for me and for my family. The 

entire process takes about 15 to 20 hours each time. Maybe five 

hours are spent competing the forms, while 10 to 15 hours are 

spent gathering the information. I overpay each year and receive 

a refund, but I am never able to calculate accurately the exact 

amount that I owe, so the refund that I receive is never the 

amount that I expect. And for some reason the refund this year 

(for tax year 2019) has yet to arrive. 

 

Preparation of the FBAR requires a further 8 or 9 hours, again 

with most of the time spent collecting and verifying information. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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Completing the FBAR plus IRS Form 8938 is onerous and 

duplicative. 

 

I am unable to invest in foreign unit trusts or other investment 

vehicles, because I do not want to deal with a Passive Foreign 

Investment Company and have to file a form 8621 as a result. 

Yet salesmen are always pitching these products to me. 

 

And with foreign banks subject to FATCA obligations, the IRS 

has all of the information that I provide anyway. 

 

I feel as though compliance is penalized, in as much as filing all 

of required reports is extremely time-consuming, the 

consequences of an error can be catastrophic, and I still wind up 

making a substantial tax payment. Tax is the single largest cost 

item in my annual household budget -- more than housing, food, 

school tuition or any other expense. 
 

Cost and other challenges of professional assistance 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Kentucky I am currently behind in filing due to a misunderstanding, but 

unable to bring myself up to date due to the cost of the process. 

It actually causes me a great deal of anxiety as I am not 

intentionally trying to avoid paying taxes, but am also in a 

difficult position where my income doesn't cover the added 

expense. 

 

I actually thought for years I was in the clear because my income 

was under $10,000 and I did not even need to file. I had not 

considered that my work as a freelancer had a level of just $600 

before I needed to file taxes. I am currently trying to get up to 

date, but with such a low income I can't afford anyone who 

could actually help me with the tax preparation, so I sit here 

desperately wanting to do the right thing, but completely unable 

to do so. It's incredibly frustrating and far too complicated, 

especially for those of us who barely own a "lemonade stand" if 

you'll pardon the metaphor - and are being taxed for it. It also 

makes me super paranoid when I travel back to the US as I fear 

being stopped at the border for non-payment. 

Resident of: country in South 

America 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I do not really understand these regulations or the paperwork 

required; at one point I paid an unofficial accountant a 

considerable sum to gather the information from my files and 

help me do the IRS streamlined foreign offshore compliance 

procedure, but she dropped the ball and shortly thereafter could 

no longer be contacted. It's possible I was scammed, but I think 

it more likely from my experience with her that she just sort of 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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procrastinated past the point where it would not have been 

practical to continue. My emotions about the whole experience 

are extremely negative. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Ohio I'm a recently divorced US citizen with no income and nearing 

retirement with few assets. I recently had to pay over $2300.00 

to complete my tax form, although I owed no tax. My tax 

preparer told me that the US Government will take a significant 

portion of my modest pension upon retirement because they 

don't recognize the amount that my husband's former employer 

contributed to the pension. They only recognize American 

pensions. I was intimidated by the complexity of the forms, 

found the cost of the preparation punitive and am stressed and 

worried that my small pension will be raided.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Reporting is onerous and time consuming, even for a small 

number of accounts. I had to pay $250 in tax professional 

services for 2019, simply to meet this regulatory requirement for 

two accounts, with a total of $13,000 USD between them. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Have to pay a significant amount to a US tax preparer each year 

because I have a sole proprietorship and feel unable to do the tax 

paperwork myself. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Took 5 months to compile data and paid £2000 to a tax 

professional to do 4 years, US owed me <$100 for 3 out of 4 

years and $1500 for 4th year. I tried submitting the next year 

myself and after lots of delays, calling and sending all the 

paperwork and previous year again, it was not accepted. 

 

I am not up to date. The paperwork is a huge burden and last 

return was not accepted. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Taxation is so complicated yet I haven’t owed any taxes for the 

last ten years. I pay US$700 each year for professional help. Our 

children wonder if they should revoke their US citizenship just 

to avoid the cost and hassle. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Prep fees > tax due 
Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia It’s difficult to find a tax preparer each year, and it’s stressful to 

know that I have to pay $500+ to have my tax prepared but owe 

no money to the US government. I have also delayed making 

investments because I am worried about the tax implications, 

either in the US or overseas, and it’s difficult to find specialist 

advice that isn’t costly. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida It costs us thousands of dollars every year, and these poorly 

concocted laws haven’t caught a single “fat cat offshore tax 

dodger”. The actual fat cats can hire all the tax preparers and 

attorneys they need to easily skirt the US laws, and middle-class 

Americans living overseas (like me and my family) end up 

getting screwed every year. To think that I work as a defense 

contractor for a US company. My family and I live on foreign 

soil so that I can do my part in protecting the country we love, 

and this is how we’re treated! 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I have to pay a tax expert over $1,000 every year to fill in my 

taxes. I also cannot participate in company sponsored stock 

schemes as a result of my US citizenship.  

 

And forget about opening a brokerage account with a US 

passport. This goes for top up retirement accounts as well. 

Nobody wants to deal with an American.  

 

Regarding my state pension, I have already paid US tax on my 

pension savings however I have heard I will have to pay US tax 

on that again when I receive it as a pension after 65. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Outside of US tax system 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California This is very hard for me to describe other than say that all the 

attempts I made to complete my US tax forms accurately left me 

with more doubts than assurances that I had done them properly. 

In addition, my life and work abroad leave me with little time to 

try to figure out the system and requirements, so I end up 

postponing year by year completion of current and previous 

years. This has left me with general sense of anxiety that I will at 

some point be penalized -- despite the fact that I have made over 

the past 10 years less than the equivalent of $20,000 a year (and 

never made more than $50,000 before that). 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I would prefer to see an end to taxation by the U.S. on income 

earned abroad - or an end to U.S. taxation of those who live and 

work in another country where they hold citizenship - or an end 

to U.S. filing and tax requirements for those who live and work 

abroad, and are not high-income individuals.  

 

My income in the country where I live is very small. I want to 

stay off the U.S. federal "radar" as much as possible; I don't 

want to come to the attention of the U.S. government. My 

income is small, is subject to taxation in the country where I 

live, and that should be enough.  

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Virginia Obtaining clear and concise information regarding consequences 

of renouncing US citizenship. 

 

Having only recently becoming aware that tax returns were to 

have been filed, this is causing great concern in relation to my 

finances and superannuation. 

Resident of: a country in Oceania 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I am not tax compliant at this moment. The papers are so 

complicated that I have no idea what I am supposed to do and I 

can't pay thousands to an accountant. In all probability, I will 

owe nothing in the end but I'll be out 2000 euros to confirm that 

I owe nothing. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have not filed taxes in several years as it was too hard to do 

and I don't make enough money to have someone do them for 

me. it makes me nervous and I want to bring them up to date but 

can't afford it. 

 

US wants my taxes but makes it difficult for me to collect my 

social security which I paid into for over 40 years. They also 

make it difficult to pay taxes owed. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I have not even tried to file my US taxes while abroad. I did not 

know it was a requirement during my first 4 years abroad and 

when I learned of the requirement I felt it was too complicated 

given the fact that a) I spent many years with no revenue while 

raising my son and b) as a single divorced mom I barely made 

enough to live on.  

 

I have felt frustration at having another administrative task when 

I already work very hard to complete all administrative task 

required in my country of residence. Now it is more than 17 

years that I am in [country] and that I haven't filed US taxes. I 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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know this is technically against the law but I have so little 

leeway in my current financial situation that I don't feel that I 

can handle the cost/work of making my US tax situation regular. 

 

I feel like an ostrich with her head in the sand. 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Delaware I have not filed US income tax forms since moving to [Europe] 

in 1994. 

 

I have no assets in the US and earned very little money in 

Europe until 3 years ago when I returned to my former career. 

 

After about 6 years of my husband warning me about the 

consequences of possible heavy penalties, I finally believe him 

and am very afraid of re-entering the US tax system. It is very 

complicated and I am not willing to spend a lot of money that I 

don't have. 

 

I am also worried about possible consequences for my children 

although I doubt that the IRS will come running after them just 

because they have one parent who is a US citizen. My husband 

was born in the US and moved to [Europe] when he was 18. he 

was successful in renouncing his US citizenship in 2014 without 

cost. 

 

[I feel] fear, anger and sadness ! 

 

I wish my husband would have just declared the both of us when 

he found out about FATCA. I have been in "hiding" and have 

felt like a second-class citizen. 

 

After the pandemic, I'm not even sure I can go back to the States 

to see my aging father or the rest of my family. I have a French 

passport that states that I was born in the US. My husband says 

that if I ask for a US passport there will be consequences.  

 

I am always searching for all the information I can about my 

rights in my situation and would hope there may be some advice 

for me as far as what I should do.  

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I last filed in US taxes in 2004. My accountant at the time 

clearly wanted to get rid of my small account, which evidently 

was not sufficiently remunerative to him, although I found his 

services extremely costly given my relatively small average 

income as a freelancer. He advised me, off the record, that it 

wouldn't hurt to stop filing, even though it was officially 

required. Given the expense, I was happy to take his unofficial 

advice. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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But my tax situation later became more complicated and I 

should now file overdue returns (as well as the bank account 

info that in recent years has begun to be required) but I can't find 

an accountant who will take me on as a client at a rate I can 

afford. I am now semi-retired. I keep putting off doing anything 

about it. I feel the accountants are disdainful of me, and I in turn 

mistrust them. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Louisiana I have not filed taxes for several years. I am fearful of the 

impacts of US taxation for myself, my husband and his 

company. I do not have any clear information about what my 

requirements are, and what should be done. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey I haven't done my US taxes since I moved to [country] 35 years 

ago. I only found out recently that I had to. I don't have enough 

money to have a professional help me. I cannot marry my [not 

American] partner because I don't want him to get involved in 

this American tax nonsense.  

 

I feel depressed, desperate, angry, disappointed. 

 

I am so afraid of what I may face if I fill out my first tax form 

overseas and that I'll be heavily fined. I feel like a criminal. I 

would like the government to change the law to relieve 

Americans living abroad from US tax burdens. 

 

I feel like I'm in a dead end. I pay high taxes and file 

complicated tax forms in [the country where I live]. The idea of 

dealing with American tax laws haunts me. I would love to give 

up my American citizenship if I didn't have to pay the high fees 

and deal with explaining why I didn't file any tax forms. I 

appreciate this organization for helping out. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio I've taken the advice to not comply. FBAR and FATCA are clear 

examples of government overreach. I can see a potential 

justification for them for US residents only, and even then I 

think they give the government way too much power and are 

ineffectual. Tax evaders are still evading taxes and normal 

people are being made to suffer. The irony is that these laws hurt 

Americans and American interests the most!  

 

I would like the US to move towards a residency-based taxation 

model like the rest of the civilised world, and simplify the tax 

code for US residents, which would not only reduce the burden 

on ordinary people, but would also remove some of the avenues 

used - legally - by creative tax evaders. It would also remove 

Resident of: a European country 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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some of the administrative costs and all up could easily be 

restructured in a way that would make taxation fairer, reduce 

taxes and still bring in more net revenue to the government. 

 

That may be asking for too much, so for now I'll settle in the 

short term for an end to citizenship-based taxation. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arkansas I love America, and served 8 years in the military. I met my wife 

abroad while on R&R leave from Iraq. I moved outside the USA 

8 years ago. I've only recently found that I should be filing taxes. 

  

Despite having education in business and finance I find filing 

taxes a difficult process, and am always worried I'll miss 

something. When I approached professional tax experts they 

wouldn't touch my case for less than $2000. The country I live in 

has high taxes already so the thought of paying more is tough to 

understand. I don't even come close to the limit of where I would 

have to pay anything, but fear the US will freeze mine and my 

wife's assets to do some audit.  

 

We're not even sure if we should give our children citizenship 

due to the current tax laws. It feels really unfair, and makes it 

more difficult to provide financially. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I do not file a US tax return. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Georgia I don’t know how to file FBAR so I haven’t done it. I know 

however that the banks report it and it’s easier for them, so why 

should I have to? 

 

I have several different sources of income which makes my 

German tax returns very complicated. There should be an easy 

way for me to submit those returns. I don’t earn enough to have 

to pay taxes, but I know I’m supposed to file, but I find it 

daunting or too expensive to get someone to do it for me. It also 

seems like a waste of my time and money to have to file when I 

don’t earn enough to pay double taxes. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I don’t file taxes anymore but know I have to. It’s stressful for 

me to know I’m ignoring my obligations, but it is too hard and 

too expensive for me to comply, and I know it’s not me they are 

looking for (I don’t have a lot of money, just an average family). 

Resident of: country in Oceania 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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I just continue to hope the IRS and Border Control don’t 

communicate! 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I always owe zero. 

I made a mistake once and received an angry letter. I then 

phoned the help line and got shouted at. 

As a result, I haven’t bothered to fill in a tax return since - as I 

will owe zero anyway! 

 

Overseas taxation is nonsense. 

I already pay my fair share to [country]; but I don’t make 

enough to pay double tax. 

Resident of: é country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New York I do not make tax returns, and I am not known to the IRS. I AM 

worried though about being discovered by the IRS. Resident of: a European country 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii It’s too complicated. I will not pay to hire someone to do this 

onerous paperwork when I am well under the threshold. I will 

not spend an entire day trying to understand forms that don’t fit 

my situation get frustrated, cry and worry that I didn’t do it 

correctly anyway.  

 

No overseas taxation without proper representation. Forget it.  

Yet, I worry daily that I maybe setting myself up for BIG 

trouble. I am a stressed American living overseas. 

Resident of: a country in Oceania 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I have stayed out of the system for many years because of the 

mess. I stopped my self-employment due to the problems. Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
Being an owner of a small business is one of the reasons why it 

is not possible for me to file. There is no-one available in my 

home country to prepare the necessary forms (e.g. 5471). I may 

also be subject to GILTI or Subpart-F, but I cannot know for 

sure, due to the previous point. I cannot engage with a CPA for 

US tax filing that is not also very familiar with tax filing and 

accounting rules in my home country. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey Unfortunately, I have never filed US tax returns in the 35 years 

I've lived in [country]. I found out years later that I had to. I 

haven't been able to find competent affordable consultation to 

help me. I could never marry my partner because I don't want to 

drag him into this mess. 

 

[I feel] depression, fear, anger, sleepless nights. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: did not indicate 

 

 

Unable to open or keep financial account(s) 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I am not permitted to open an online banking account in my own 

name due to my US birthplace. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan FATCA has made it impossible for me to open an investment 

account in both usa and abroad.  

 

Also FATCA and its consequences for me are difficult to 

explain to my usa brother, the family trustee, and our family 

lawyer... they just don’t want to know but mostly they can’t 

comprehend/believe it. 

 

I worry about having to use only capital and not being able to 

protect stretch my small resources to last as long as possible. 

 

As such, i will continue working to age 70 in order to get the 

best retirement income from [the country where I live] (it will be 

less than 1000€ / month. And i will likely continue working after 

retirement. 

 

I am lucky to have held on to every bank account opened in the 

countries i have lived and worked in (usa, [Country X, County 

Y]) and none of these have asked me to leave. only [Country X] 

asks for my social security number - annually. 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Thrown out by Keytrade, BNP and for NIBC, Argenta because 

not providing my US TIN because the bank reported me even 

though under the threshold of $50000. 

 

Unable to open an account with Binck, MeDirect, Axa, Triodos, 

Fortuneo, ex-ABK now bank de Craemer. 

Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon Put it this way: long before FATCA, I opened all my personal 

bank accounts with my local country ID card (I'm a permanent 

resident, not a citizen, but this status is not evident from the ID 

card alone). No bank ever asked about my citizenship. 

 

Then one day my family ran into financial difficulty. We took 

out a personal loan under my wife's name (also a US citizen). 

This was 2014, just before I learned about FATCA. The loan 

form required her to state her citizenship. She innocently put 

down USA, thinking that it made no difference. 

 

Soon after we were issued letters from that bank, informing us 

that our investment account was hereby cancelled, and stating 

that we were "allowed" to maintain a personal savings and 

current account but that we were blocked from all other financial 

services. They did grant us the loan, essentially telling us it's a 

favor, and future loans would be denied. 

Resident of: country in Asia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas 1. Lost US account due to patriot act in 2015 or 2016. Account 

was held for over 20 years. Appeals did nothing, and there was 

no outlet to challenge the bank. 

 

2. I nearly lost my main bank account where I live overseas, I 

had to waive my privacy rights to keep the account or they 

would have closed it. They basically threatened all of us. That 

was whenever FATCA took hold, I forget the year. 

 

3. I am constantly called by my banks where I live to deal with 

the FATCA forms, I have never gone back, I have very little 

money in those accounts, let them lump it together and send it to 

the Treasury to deal with, I don't care. I am tired of having my 

life interrupted due to the stupidity of the USG and the host 

country I live in actually sigh sigh bullshit. 

 

4. I have been denied banking, one, just today, I want an only 

account that has a 1.1% interest rate, but because I am a US 

citizen, I cannot. I am very angry. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I am not eligible to open a bank account with certain banks or 

pension programs and long-term disability insurance because of 

my US citizen status. 

 

One of my investments was not able to be renewed once the 

company discovered that I do not live in the United States.  

 

I was denied a bank account, probably due to my US citizen 

status. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I have been denied certain bank accounts in the last year because 

of my American citizenship.  Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I could not open a bank account in Nepal which I needed for my 

research. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia I cannot open new banking or brokerage accounts, and am 

threatened with closure from existing accounts. My financial 

freedom is significantly impaired. 

Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 

Cannot hold title to family assets 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada When anybody finds out you’re American...a bank, an 

investment fund, overseas business deal, etc you are told to leave 

immediately and don't even think about trying to be like every 

other citizen of every other country in the world. Americans are 

pariah. Nobody wants to deal with you even if all your 

paperwork and information is in order. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California My partner and I have decided not to make investments together 

because of the tax implications that will include him, a foreign 

national. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Delaware Ever since finding out about FATCA my husband has warned 

me about the possible consequences of filing - heavy penalties 

which could bankrupt us. As a result my name is not on the 

house deed nor on any bank accounts except 2 small savings 

accounts at [bank] which are supposed to be not declarable. My 

husband has also convinced our children that we do not dare 

travel to the US for fear of being arrested or prevented from 

returning to France. I haven't been to the US since 2008 for my 

mother's funeral. I am so afraid and sad I will never see the rest 

of my family again in the States. 

 

This year I left my husband because I was sick of being 

financially dependent on him and thought a divorce would allow 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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me to decide on my own if I wanted to regularize my US taxes. 

Three years ago I was able to return to my former career and am 

supporting myself but I don't have a bank card nor a checking 

account. No divorce yet and I am considering not re-entering the 

US tax system because I am afraid of the consequences and am 

not sure I can find a tax lawyer that can help me without costing 

a lot of money that I don't have. I am also very sad that my 

children, ages 24 and 22, are not free to go meet their family in 

the US. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio I have transferred most of my savings to my non-American 

spouse. Resident of: a European country 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas My non-american partner currently holds all of our investments 

without my name due to penalties and taxation. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota I no longer have a bank account. My non US wife has all assets 

in her name to avoid problems with US.  Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Compliance is impossible 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Michigan The whole thing is just stressful and time consuming for such 

small amounts: my total max combined amounts yearly are only 

$25K. 

 

My foreign husband refuses to get a USA taxpayer ID number. 

So I continue to put NRA. No issues from IRS yet. I file married 

filing separately which is fine and does not affect my usa tax 

owed - i owe nothing. 

 

- in terms of filing, because i have a low income, and only liquid 

assets, it is difficult for me to know how to comply with usa 

reporting for my savings: employer retirement investment plan, 

some stocks... so i just group them all together as part of my 

bank accounts. Retirement investments i will declare when they 

are actually received by me. I can’t afford a tax preparer. I have 

had no questions or audits from the irs. 

Since unemployment income is not considered foreign earned 

income, in past i have declared it as foreign earned income 

stating the unemployment agency as my employer. 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Frankly, since i have low and sporadic self-employment income, 

and i abide by the laws, and would not owe usa self-employment 

tax, now i simply include those amounts as earned income. 

 

I am late in filing for the past three years. 

Sometimes i forget! 

 

In the 34 years that i have been a citizen legally resident abroad i 

have always filed. Sometimes late, but due to no tax owed, and 

perhaps good will on the part of IRS agents, i have never 

received a penalty. 

 

Btw, i have never filed electronically except FBAR, because: 

-the filing software is run by outside contractors and i don’t trust 

that. 

- you have to pay to file 

- i have tried to use the Free File, but it is difficult to get into it. 

 

I’m letting you know this only as an example of how 

complicated IRS filing is - not to tell the usa that i am cheating. 

To resume, the problem is that i can’t completely comply. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I do not have the technical ability to complete tax return online. 

 

I cannot afford to employ a professional to deal with my tax 

return. 

 

My husband and I relocated to [country] after 15 years in the 

US, our only income is [country] State Pension and an employee 

pension from our respective employers. My husband is paying 

[country] tax, I do not pay [country] tax because my pension 

income is below the taxation threshold. our last US tax return 

was completed for April 2019 but I am sure we should have 

completed one for this year. My husband feels we do not need to 

do so and this has caused a lot of stress to us because I do not 

wish to be in trouble with the IRS. We are both in our eighties 

and not in a financial position to instruct an accountant to deal 

with this I wrote to the IRS for advice but did not get any reply. 

We paid approximately 900 dollars tax last year and we would 

be able to pay a similar amount this year but if we get fined for 

non-payment we would not be able to pay. 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Tax advice is conflicting and confusing. 

 

Need to pay multiple professionals for tax preparation. 

 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Some assets are subject to double taxation, despite treaties being 

in place. 

 

Retirement assets are subject to different rules in different 

countries. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I have lived in several different countries off and on since 2013. 

I have always complied with US tax laws to the best of my 

knowledge, but the reporting requirements are really costly and 

time consuming. I think the main issues are around how the laws 

limit investments and foreign accounts for normal people just 

trying to have a normal life outside the US. I would just like to 

be able to have better retirement investment options and to get a 

mortgage with my husband for our first and only home without 

ridiculous penalties or limitations from the US government. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I am a US CPA married to a German tax advisor. Regardless of 

our expertise, our tax situation is extremely difficult and 

confusing. "Normal" people (non tax professionals) would crack 

under this system. We barely keep it straight and I am sure we 

also have done something incorrect. I prepare the tax returns for 

a few friends with very simple tax situations - for free because it 

pains me to see them pay a preparer for something that should be 

very simple. 

 

I would love to be able to file my US tax return with full 

confidence that I have done everything correctly. As I have a 

number of assets, it is complex and I never know if I have done 

it all right, but I also do not have faith that giving it to another 

tax professional would make it any better. I have spoken to a 

number of supposed expat tax preparers that take a lot of money 

and I am not convinced that they know 100% what they are 

doing. 

 

Makes me cry! 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Business ownership 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas My company is online, so generally I put money through my US 

business account instead and pay only US taxes on it, and I am 

so glad I did it that way because of Gilti. But it deters me now 

from opening a real business where I am! 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I prefer to prepare my own taxes and it used to be simple enough 

to do so. Now the definitions and reporting requirements for any 

business with even partial U.S. ownership are so complex that 

it's practically impossible to properly fill out a tax return without 

professional help. Considering that this business is completely 

independent from the U.S. (except for the fact of my 

citizenship), and is in compliance with all applicable tax laws in 

the country where it operates, I feel very resentful about having 

to report so much detail about this business to the IRS. My local 

business partners are also uncomfortable about the business 

being considered a "U.S. entity" in any way, considering that it 

is in no way international and is based only in the country that is 

my permanent residence and tax home. 

 

We file our FBARs and tax return on time every year. We 

honestly report our personal income and financial holdings to 

the IRS, but we have not properly reported the small partnership 

we co-own with local partners. I've done many hours of research 

to figure out how it should be reported and none of the tax code 

seems to apply to a small, local business that has absolutely no 

legal or business ties to the U.S. except for its owners' 

citizenship. (This business is also in full tax compliance in the 

country of registration.) I don't want to pay professional 

preparers to do something I should be able to do myself, and if 

the tax code is so complicated that two people with advanced 

degrees can't figure it out, it's too complicated. I don't want to 

get in trouble for noncompliance, but I also think that this is 

unacceptable overreach.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I have a small freelance business mainly because it was the only 

work I could get in the first year after I moved to my husband's 

country. Now that I have a salaried position, I do occasionally 

take on small side jobs, but then I have to pay for more 

expensive tax software for my reporting to the US. It also makes 

my tax returns exponentially more complicated but I still don't 

owe anything to the IRS in the end. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio All of a sudden I found myself owing thousands of dollars to the 

IRS because of unrealized capital gains on my business even 

though I nor my income has any base in the US. A few thousand 

dollars for accounting and thousands of dollars paid in Canadian 

taxes to offset the money owed to the IRS. Complicated, 

stressful, expensive and very time consuming. 

 

The American tax code and constant changes makes it nearly 

impossible to find competent accountants outside of the US to 

do my taxes especially because of the fact that I am in business. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 



 
 

687 
 

 

Denial of job and business opportunities 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland Due to these laws, I feel hindered from seeking employment in 

my country of residence this after having spent the better part of 

my adult years raising a family. I still consider myself to be 

productive even at my age. My plan is ruined due to these laws 

and obligations which prevent me from being financially 

independent! Therefore I remain completely financially 

dependent on my non US husband.  

 

This discrimination must cease now. Our home countries must 

assist us in fighting all US extraterritorial laws. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $0 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I gave a presentation to an Asian-based venture capital firm to 

try to raise money for a business. At the end it came out that I'm 

a US citizen. The VC's vice-president stood up and cursed me in 

the foulest language for wasting his time. Had I mentioned my 

citizenship he'd have never invited me in the first place. He 

specifically cited the US tax implications and FATCA. I felt 

furious, humiliated, and insulted. But as I later learned more 

about these issues, I understood his reaction (though he could 

have been less rude). I used this as a lesson and mentioned my 

nationality when sending my query to other VC firms. No one 

was willing to meet. I never did raise money for my business.  

 

However, I went ahead with the business, registering it as a 

limited company in Hong Kong. The first year that I had my 

accounts done, my accountant pointed out the complexity of the 

US filing for an American owned corporation. Since it was our 

first year, profits were small. Nevertheless, the complex 

accounting cost me 150% of that year's profits. I closed the 

business two years later, among other reasons because the US 

tax implications made an otherwise simple small business 

impossible to run with any sort of rational financial strategy. 

Resident of: country in Asia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Texas I don't understand any of it so I don’t even know how to report. 

 

I actually took my name off [my business] because I don't 

understand the US implications as they are so complicated. The 

US rules are holding me back from a better life. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Trouble with mortgages 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I had trouble getting a mortgage and I almost lost my home. No 

bank wants to give an American a mortgage due to the US. I did 

end up getting a mortgage but at a significantly higher rate than 

market. It is also up for renewal in 2 years. I will meet with my 

bank in January and if they tell me they will not renew I may 

have to give up my passport. This would not come easy to me.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Regret and concern for US citizen children 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon My special needs child has no choice about citizenship, not 

allowed to renounce and filing requirements are so expensive 

they cost 2 months’ worth of her disability check. 

 

As a single parent I am worried about my children having this 

burden passed on to them, especially my special needs child who 

is not allowed to renounce because of a developmental 

disability. She is being discriminated against and I am not even 

allowed to renounce on her behalf. Even with guardianship. She 

is imprisoned in US citizenship. [Further, renunciation would] 

cost 2 months’ worth of her disability check. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I have dual-citizen children who have never lived in the U.S. and 

don't intend to do so once they are adults. Why should they have 

to file annual returns and disclose their finances to the United 

States government when their entire financial lives take place 

exclusively in the country where they live? I'd like to know if 

they have any options other than a) file FBARs and returns 

anyway or b) give up their U.S. citizenship. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington My daughter has a US passport and has never lived in the USA. 

Unlike me, she has a strong association through me, but we 

(German husband) have told her to consider renouncing... 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Lying about and hiding US citizenship 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I have purposefully not disclosed my US citizenship to my 

banks, to avoid problems related to FATCA and the 

extraterritorial application of US banking policies. I find this 

situation extremely stressful: I do not want to ever find myself 

having problems with my bank!! 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $0 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arkansas I've decided wait as long as I can to report I'm a US citizen to 

my bank. We are now looking at transferring all of our assets to 

my spouse. I have had to pass on investment opportunities. I also 

have had chances to get involved with friends starting small 

businesses because it would make reporting my taxes a 

nightmare. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Connecticut I have dual citizenship so I have not disclosed my US citizenship 

to my foreign bank. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I am afraid my bank will find out I am a US citizen and 

discriminate against me. I live in fear every day that my 

citizenship will be discovered. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota Our children have to deny their US citizenship in order to get 

mortgage or have local brokerage accounts. Feels unfair and 

immoral to encourage my children to lie to the local authorities 

but they have no real alternative. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio When a financial institution discovers that I am American they 

ask me to fill out a load of paperwork. Easier to say I am not 

American. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I am forced to not disclosing my US citizenship to any financial 

institution, or to any business relationship, so as not to draw 

attention to a situation from which I cannot see a reasonable way 

out of. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 
 

Accidental Americans 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: did 

not indicate  
I experienced severe stress due to being an accidental american 

and setting up a pension fund in my home country ignorantly, 

without realising any reporting requirement regarding it. I 

couldn't find an affordable and/or competent tax professional to 

help me with my issues, which caused further stress. In the end I 

paid a few months of my current salary to a certified tax 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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professional who in the end turned out to be quite unprofessional 

and incompetent even though he was the only one who would 

understand the situation in my home country and knew more 

than certified professionals at the one of the big four accounting 

firms (I did extensive research). Understanding my situation also 

resulted in ~300 hours of research on my own and many 

sleepless nights. In the end I realised that most of my 

investments would result in losing money due to either tax 

implications or reporting requirements. As a lawful citizen I 

never intend to go against the law, however it enrages me that 

having a US citizenship would cause so much stress and due to 

not knowing the tax laws in the US extensively - which isn't the 

country in which I reside or grew up in - I could get into trouble. 

Having talked to many tax professionals and reading most 

probably everything I could find on the internet it is also quite 

clear that the laws are not black and white, almost all the 

professional advice differed.  

One might ask why I haven't renounced my citizenship yet: the 

administration cost is huge, especially in the country I live in, 

furthermore I do have loved ones in the US and I wouldn't want 

to risk not being able to visit them if necessary. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio [As an Accidental American, I feel] resentment and betrayal. I 

was proudly (if somewhat distantly) American before. My first 

words were spoken there (my accent still faintly bears witness to 

that), my first friends were made, I still feel an attachment to the 

place that saw me into the world and instilled in me the view of 

liberty, equality under law and mutual respect for people that I 

still hold. It's also, I suppose, where I learned about Martin 

Luther King and how freedom had to be fought for. I would 

never compare my situation to his, but I guess that there's a 

lesson in there for us all. 

 

I had planned to invest my savings in order to prepare for my 

future with my wife, especially my retirement. Because of the 

potential tax implications I have deemed it better instead to 

transfer my savings to my wife. Because we live in a third 

country where she does not speak the language this further 

complicates any potential to invest money or buy property, and 

of course it makes me fully dependent on her financially. We 

cannot risk having a shared bank account, which also means that 

we pay more in bank charges for keeping separate accounts, in 

both countries. We are not wealthy (no assets, little cash, some 

debt in the form of a student loan), and we both took big pay 

cuts when we moved, so future planning is extremely important 

for us, perhaps more so than for many other people in our 

situation who moved for better, not worse, financial 

opportunities.  

 

Resident of: a European country 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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On arriving in our present country of residence about 6 years ago 

I was required by our new bank to provide my social security 

number. Since I didn't have one I had to rely on family back 

home to dig through my stored files to send me decades worth of 

documents - school records and so forth, many of which could 

easily have disappeared in the intervening years since they are of 

no legal importance in their country of origin - in order to prove 

that I had lived outside of the US for that time. This itself was a 

stressful and difficult task, and involved a lot of work for my 

family members and a trip to my new capital city to go to the US 

embassy. Had my family not been able to I assume I would have 

had to have flown home to gather the documents, with no 

guarantee of finding them. Note that these documents were 

intended to support my claim that I had spent most of my life 

outside of the US, not to prove my identity, as I already had my 

US passport and birth certificate to do that with. 

 

As a scientist in a specialised field, I have to look for work 

around the world. One advantage of being a US citizen was, I 

thought, that I could go work there without needing a visa. 

Having spent some time there as a visiting researcher I was even 

excited at the prospect, and the ability to contribute something 

directly to my country of birth. But because of the risks entailed 

in going to the US and entering the tax system I have come to 

realise that it is the one place I cannot go, unless I decide to stay 

there for the rest of my life. I'm at risk no matter what I do, but 

flying under the radar strikes me as a distinctly better 

proposition than advertising my position with flares. The irony is 

biting, that my non-American colleagues have been able to apply 

for visas and go to work there, safe in the knowledge that they 

will be able to leave without being hounded for the rest of their 

lives by the IRS. 

 

I have tried to comply, but I realised when trying to fill out the 

multitude of forms (and having now filed taxes in two other 

countries I can say with confidence that as heavy as their 

supposedly "socialist" bureaucracies might be, they are nothing 

when compared with US tax law) that it would be essentially 

impossible to do so without professional help, and even then the 

risk would be entirely mine. With the extremely disproportionate 

penalties able to wipe me out financially for just one mistake, I 

prudently decided against it. I know this makes me an outlaw of 

sorts, even though I pay my taxes in my country of residence, 

but better that than be destitute and make my non-American wife 

destitute as well. I'd bcane no worse off getting caught out than 

for making an honest mistake, so compliance is off the table. 

 

Renunciation is a way out of this, but it requires a month's 

salary, and a lot of time and effort. And, unlike a non-American 

who never had citizenship, it permanently disadvantages me by 
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closing that door forever. I may yet renounce, but I live in hope 

that the US people and, most importantly, the ruling class, will 

eventually see how detrimental this situation is to American 

interests. For now, I'm playing a game of risk management. 

 

Stress aside (and I have gone through plenty of that), this whole 

situation has made me feel betrayed and enslaved by a 

government that claims to be mine. Government *for* the 

people?  Hardly! The only thing worse is that the other country 

in which I hold citizenship has sold me out to the US by caving 

to its ludicrous demands. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

Jersey 
My bank accounts will be closed 

 

I am called a tax fraud by my bank because i refuse to render a 

TIN 

 

Changing banks i learned 2 years ago about FATCA. The tone 

by the banks is cruel! 

 

I have not enough money to hire a solicitor to fight injustice. 

The banks and government have plenty! 

 

I pay tax where i live. I left the usa when i was 1 year old! The 

usa never paid for my education etc etc! I have no bonds with 

the usa. No family, nothing! 

 

[As an Accidental American, I feel] stress, fear, anger, and 

frustration 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
I do not in any way identify with being American, and before I 

was made aware of the US tax obligations I did not think about 

this at all. It simply did not factor into my life. Now, the primary 

goal of my life is for the burden of being American (abroad) to 

be removed. I think that says it all. 

 

I was born in the US 53 years ago by non-American parents who 

were there for a few years on job assignment. We moved back to 

our home country (which is NOT USA) when I was two years 

old. Since then I have been living and working in my home 

country, totally unaware of any obligation to file taxes to the US. 

Until I learned about this as a result of my bank asking for SSN 

a year ago. I am used to doing things by the book, fully abiding 

by the law and doing things right. I was therefore fully 

committed to using one of the available amnesty programs to 

become - and remain - compliant. However, my financial 

situation is complex in terms of US tax obligations (not complex 

in my home country), and the more I have learned about this the 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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harder it becomes to be compliant. It turns out there is actually 

not a single person or company in my home country with the 

necessary expertise to assist me with this, all the while being 

familiar with the tax code where I live. I am therefore in a 

situation where I have extensive knowledge of the parts of the 

US tax code that impacts my situation, including the potentially 

mind-blowing consequences of making mistakes or remaining 

non-compliant, being highly motivated to doing things right, but 

simply being unable to do so. I have really tried very hard, but 

cannot see any other option than to remain non-compliant and 

hope for the best. This will likely force me to renounce some 

day, perhaps sooner rather than later (still not being able to file). 

I have a highly intellectual career, and am considered by many 

as a resourceful and intelligent person. The combination of 

wanting to be compliant, not being able to and knowing the 

potential consequenses, is such a stressful place to be that I feel 

this last year has been stolen from me. I have spent hundreds and 

hundreds of hours studying the matter, and the topic keeps 

churning around in the back of my mind most hours of the day 

(and night). At this point I have accepted that I have to learn to 

live with this uncertainty in my life, but my life will never be the 

same again. This whole matter has put a heavy strain on both my 

own mental capacity, and on my marriage. There is a lot of focus 

on practical consequences of FATCA (loss of banking services 

etc), but I think the mental stress that this situation can cause for 

people like me is understated. On top of everything, it seems no-

one in position of power in the US care about this at all. I never 

asked to be American. There was a time when I looked at my US 

Citizenship as a positive thing. That time ended one year ago. 

Today it is a liability and a dark cloud hanging over my head at 

all times. The best I can do at this time is to use an umbrella, and 

hope that one day the sun will shine again. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American  I used to think [being an Accidental American] was great, but 

now I see it as a curse. A foreign power can severely limit what I 

can do in my own country and force me to spend thousands of 

dollars a year, and potentially a lot more if I ever try to get out of 

it, and there is nothing I can do because my own country is 

assisting them do it to me. I have tax obligations, but cannot vote 

and I cannot live in the US with my family (I tried but was told 

they couldn’t get visas because I had no history of being 

domicile in the US). It feels like the way the US is treating me 

goes against everything the US was built on. 

 

I have not been able to plan for retirement properly in my home 

country because of US tax considerations. 

 

I have avoided relationships because I don’t want to inflict US 

tax obligations on anyone else. 

Resident of: a country in Oceania 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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My banks are going to block my accounts if I do not tell them 

whether or not I am a US citizen. If I lie and say I am not, I 

might get away with it for a while, but I will get in big trouble if 

I get caught. If I tell the truth, the banks will disclose my details 

to the US and I feel they will come after me and make an 

example out of me because I am fairly well off and have never 

paid US tax. I am starting to think I will have to close all my 

accounts and bury cash and gold up a mountain somewhere. I 

stress about this all the time. 

 

This is so restrictive. This stupid US citizenship that I have 

through a parent is stopping me from doing so many things. I am 

completely legal and compliant with everything I do in my home 

country, and it makes me mad that the US can interfere like this. 

 

- I first became aware that I had tax obligations when I 

attempted to move to the US with my family in 2013. 

- Their immigration visas were denied because I had no history 

of being domicile in the US 

- Since I had made the US aware that I had not done tax, I tried 

to continue becoming tax compliant in 2014 even though they 

would not me live there with my family 

- I used a US tax firm that said they had expertise in 

international tax 

- I spent months, and thousands of dollars, going through all my 

financial records and filling out forms. All the accounts, 

terminology, structures that were used in my home country were 

so different from America that it felt we were speaking different 

languages and we didn’t get anywhere.  

- since then, it has been hanging over me like a curse. If I do US 

tax it is going to cost me thousands of dollars. If I don’t do it it 

could cost even more if I get caught. If I renounce citizenship it 

is going to cost me a huge amount of money because I have high 

income and high worth, I could get banned from the US for life 

if I renounce and they think it is because of tax. I am becoming 

paranoid and stressed. I am thinking of crazy ideas like trying to 

get my identity stolen, getting involved in crime and then getting 

into a witness protection program, getting involved in terrorism 

and getting my citizenship stripped from me, just to get out of 

having to deal with this. I am probably going to end up signing 

all my assets over to my kids (who are thankfully not US 

citizens) and then spending the rest of my life hiding, just to get 

out of this situation. 

 

The last time I stayed in the US was only three months. I used 

my [home country] passport because I was so worried about 

being detained for tax evasion if that was linked to my US 

passport. The time before that was for 10 months in 1994 when I 

did not even know I was a citizen. At the moment I feel I cannot 
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even go to the US because of this tax situation, but I am also 

worried if I sort the tax out and renounce citizenship I will be 

banned from the US. It is just so unfair that I have to be worried 

about this. I feel like a fugitive in hiding, whereas in [home 

country], all my [home country] tax is completely up to date and 

legal and I feel like I am fulfilling my tax obligations to the 

country I actually have a connection to. The US doesn’t deserve 

my tax when I couldn’t live there with my kids, and can’t vote. 

 

I have been avoiding even talking about this in front of my 

phone in case it is listening to me, or mentioning it on Facebook 

or email in case it is being monitored. Filling this survey out is a 

big step and I still feel that this could be a sting by the US 

government to catch secret Americans. That is how paranoid this 

whole situation has made me. The mental toll of living like this 

is huge. 
 

Experiences with IRS 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Nevada The matters involved had nothing to do with being overseas so 

they were handled okay. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York [I tried to] open an online account which is not possible for US 

expats. Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Dealing with the IRS has been frustrating, frustrating, 

frustrating.  

 

NO, No, NO - IRS provides service to overseas Americans only 

after they have jump through phone wait hoops, block access 

hurdles, snail mail response that appears out of date when it 

arrives, holds your money hostage and does not provide enough 

resources to the tax advocates. The sad part is we have seen 

[internal revenue] services work efficiently, user friendly, be 

modern, stay current with technology, respond reasonably quick, 

and return refunds quickly in other countries. It can be done.  

 

IRS lost five 2012 Estimated Tax Payment bank draft checks 

made by my husband's USA employer (in Singapore). The IRS 

notified us by snail mail and tried to claim we owed 

considerable taxes. My husband tried to call early in the morning 

to wait on forever hold (1 hour+) to reach a rep. He had to drop 

off to go to work. He wrote to the IRS long letter. Wait again. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 
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Snail mail. The IRS return letters did not make any sense - 

where did the figures come from? Where was the estimated tax 

payments? For 6 years prior, the IRS received them -no issues.  

 

In 2017 our tax accountant supplies us a tax advocate. We 

finally found out the IRS needed proof of the checks being sent! 

We had to back to the old employer to obtain copies of the bank 

drafts/check/wires. The IRS were able to find all but one check 

(for $30K) but demanded that we supply the IRS a back of the 

check copy before crediting us the amount though we had 

supplied the front of checks and the electronic transaction 

documents, etc. It took hiring a Singapore Lawyer to get DBS 

Bank to produce the back of the check copy because otherwise 

assisting us would violate privacy laws and we were the 3rd 

party. The 2014 tax return (filed) is still open with the IRS as a 

result of this issue. We are owed nearly $45,000+. It cannot be 

completed because the tax advocate office in Puerto Rico is 

closed due to CV19.  

 

Our interactions with the advocate are few and far between. The 

Our prior tax accountant is the only person who has spoken to 

our tax advocate. I have the advocate's phone and fax but he 

does not respond due to CV19. I have faxed him twice and 

called twice in 2020. Previously responses were held up due to 

2017 Hurricane Maria and 2019-2020 Earthquakes and the loss 

of power related to the events. Now its CV19, the office is 

closed, and I don't know when our tax issue will be resolved 

since he is our only contact or connection in getting it resolved.  

 

My parents’ and sister’s identities were stolen and that resulted 

in the thieves getting enough info on my husband and I. The 

thieves have made multiple attempts to gain access to our 

finances, credit and id. Reporting identity theft online to the IRS 

or social security (Which are tied together!!) is incredibly hard 

to do from abroad. 1. we do not have a mobile number to verify 

the name of the Soc sec number 2. we are overseas (so already 

they are suspicious of us) and blocks online access 3. even if you 

do use a VPN our registered address is abroad so it does not fit 

into their very American address set of fields ie state VIC post 

code 3195 does not fit. 3. their online system AND soc security 

do not allow Americans abroad to register (see point 1) even 

when you call and get access.  

 

The tools - I have used the online payment system for estimated 

payments and filing an extension. That works. But I cannot 

access our transcripts tool online. The online system tells me "a 

condition has been identified that is preventing your access to 

IRS online services. You will not be able to use this service."  I 

suspect it’s because of our reported identity theft issues. This is a 
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burden because we have to rely on our tax accountant to obtain 

the information for us! 

 

In 2017 or 2018 - the IRS notified me that my Soc Sec number 

had been identified as being used for employment that I was not 

associated with. So they flagged my SS number so again - 

another block on me and me gaining access to my information 

easily. I understand the security but all of these issues together 

make it hard for me to get current information on my IRS issues 

by myself and no alternative solutions.  
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I went to the US consulate in Paris just before the IRS left. A 

nice man gave me a list of papers I needed to fill out. Afterwards 

things got much more complicated and I was told they were 

gone. Everything is online now. Not practical at all. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa Wrote to IRS on two occasions, did not reply. 

 

Attempted to telephone, was kept on hold for 40 minutes before 

hanging up. 

 

I do not feel that the IRS provides any support for citizens living 

overseas. The process needs to be simplified especially for 

retirees with limited income. 

Resident of: country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: Ohio I contacted the IRS in 2015 or thereabouts, while I was still 

under the false impression that complying would be just a bit of 

paperwork and not much else. The gentleman on the phone was 

polite but stern and unsympathetic, and, ultimately, not very 

helpful. He just said I had to comply and told me to get form X 

(I can't remember which number). 

Resident of: a European country 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Ohio Information provided was inconsistent. Professionalism 

inconsistent: ranges from competent and pleasant to rude and 

incoherent. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas They follow the book, that's it, no sympathy, which is fine, but 

they don't even want to understand the problems associated with 

being an American overseas. And rightfully so as it is 

Congress’s fault for not changing the polices! 

 

I do not think the IRS understands overseas American issues one 

bit. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia Had reporting questions, which were answered in an unclear and 

somewhat contradictory manner. Ended up having trust the tax 

professional who prepared the return, despite not being 

comfortable with the interpretation she provided. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin Last year the IRS made a mistake processing our return and tried 

to levy a hefty bill. It took six months of letters, email, and 

telephone calls to sort it out. The first letter from the IRS (which 

was already a bill for taxes owed, because the requests to update 

our return never arrived) came at the start of the government 

shutdown in 2018-19. It took several weeks before I was able to 

reach anyone by telephone. Once I did, they were unable to 

verify my address and look at my account because they were 

unable to understand my foreign address (I had to call a different 

representative). Everyone I spoke to on the phone was courteous 

and tried to help, but most of them were not knowledgeable 

about expat taxes and it took four different representatives to 

sort things out. Once they processed our return properly, we did 

not owe any tax. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Arkansas I've spent hours reading the IRS website and trying to figure out 

how to report my tax information. I couldn't afford professional 

help so it's been like taking a college degree without a professor. 

The website is OK, but of course there are a lot of details with 

taxes. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I did not receive my stimulus check, but did not bother to ask the 

IRS about it because I felt like it would be useless and because 

they had still not updated my address from my tax return in the 

prior year. 

 

I have tried to sign up for an account online but ran into a 

problem (something with my address or status did not fit the 

forms or I could not prove my identity with utility bills, etc). 

 

The IRS should provide free tax filing software that includes the 

correct forms and guidelines for Americans living overseas. I 

will not pay money to use a commercial software program that 

does not even have the forms I need. Filing by paper or without 

guidance puts me at risk for making mistakes. Ideally, I prefer to 

not file because I am not living in the US. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Florida I get different answers to my questions, so what the truth is is 

anyone’s guess. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii Attempted to ask a question about filing. The agent was rude and 

scolded me about FBAR. This was maybe 8-9 years ago. I gave 

up.  

Resident of: a country in Oceania 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I sought an explanation of some correspondence I had received 

from the IRS. I received an answer to my question.  

 

There is no special provision made to support US taxpayers 

living overseas. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

 

Comment  

 

Registered to vote in: Ohio Time consuming and lack of knowledge on the side of the IRS. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington Very difficult to contact IRS from my home country. Their 

online tools do not work for us outside the US. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota The IRS has handled a bungled audit of my 2017 taxes 

incredibly incompetently. They currently believe I owe USD 

20,000 when I owe them nothing. 

 

I left the “date ended” field blank on my 2555 form. They asked 

for clarification but sent the letter by slow mail so I received it 

well over a month after it was due back. This sent my return to 

audit which was then handled poorly/incorrectly. Subsequently 

government shut down, my auditor evidently quitting without 

resolving my case, and now COVID-19 have delayed handling. 

My tax accountant has sent in my materials 6 times and they still 

cannot resolve an extremely simple and straightforward case. I 

have been resident abroad since 2001. 

 

I’ve been terrified by the bills I’ve received, cried uncontrollably 

at one point, I’ve spent hours on the phone going in circles with 

them. I was told by one agent in collections I was “telling her a 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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story”. I have contacted Tax Advocates 5 times and they have 

never responded. It took 5 letters and dozens of phone calls for 

them to send copies of my correspondence to my tax accountant 

so that at least we receive their letters in a timely fashion.  

They are so inconsistent I’m terrified they will never sort this 

out and will bankrupt me with their bill. 

 

It’s a nightmare to get through [to the IRS], you constantly talk 

to someone new, tax advocates don’t answer and don’t call back 

as they are supposed to. It’s ridiculous they don’t have an 

electronic communication system. Letters are not sent airmail so 

take months to arrive. My problems stem from this simple fact. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I was unable to get through to a person at IRS i gave up after 

being on hold for 30 mins. I don’t feel that anyone is trained to 

answer the questions I have anyway. I tried to register to track 

my returns in 2020 but I am unable to do so because of my 

foreign address how ridiculous. I have tried to use IRS website 

to complete my actual returns but the free form completion/ tool 

doesn't include AMT calculations or FTC forms so I had to pay 

an external company. It seems crazy that I should have to do this 

because of a foreign tax situation and my return is 10 times as 

long. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa In the end I hired a tax professional. IRS difficult and rude. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Unable to create online accounts. everything requires a USA 

based phone number which I don't have. Have used faxes (it's 

2020, shouldn't need to still use those...). Post is often slow, and 

with covid-19 will be unreliable for the near future. There's easy 

online access for nearly everything -- there's no reason the IRS 

can't have a usable, secure, functioning portal for expat citizens. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 

 

Assessed penalties 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Penalized for late quarterly payments, IRS ridiculous rules about 

this, and difficulty in making on time payments given the IRS's 

few choices to make payments. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Changed perspective of the United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
I used to be proud of the US. This situation makes me ashamed 

of it. It's wrong, controlling citizens abroad this way, and the tax 

system is ridiculously difficult and discriminatory, targeting the 

wrong people. It makes me want to gain citizenship here, and 

renounce. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Contemplating renunciation 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland The burden of the filing obligations are a stress - both financially 

and personally. My non-US partner is pressuring me to renounce 

my US citizenship. I am also concerned about double tax 

implications once I am no longer earning.  

 

Filing taxes in the US and my country of residence is a financial 

hardship and burden, in particular now - with COVID19. I don't 

earn enough in my country of residence to incur US taxes but yet 

incur a significant financial liability in paying an accountant 

knowledgeable in expat filing. It is too complex to do myself 

and I am fearful of incurring penalties for incorrect filing, hence 

my reliance on professional assistance. There are many 

accountants whose fees are crippling for preparing expat taxes - 

even when completely straightforward - ie as a salaried 

employee with no investment properties other than a principal 

residence. The US is the only democratic country to make US 

citizens - even those who have never set foot in the US - subject 

to US taxes. This is oppressive and unjustifiable. It is also a 

reason why many - including myself - have either renounced US 

citizenship or are contemplating doing so - which in itself is 

outrageously expensive. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
Thanks for this survey. Double taxation is ridiculous, thanks for 

doing what you can to end it. As soon as I receive my European 

citizenship I will renounce my US one, assuming the costs are 

not too high. I only come to the US on holiday now, and it's 

ridiculous to have to pay US taxes, do US paperwork, be subject 

to extra scrutiny by foreign banks (I live in Europe), etc. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Accidental American born in: New 

York 
The only reason why I have to consider renunciation is the 

burden the US citizenship places on US citizens living abroad. I 

would like to see a resolution where there are no longer any 

obligations to file or pay US tax for US persons living abroad 

with no financial connections to the US. Alternatively a much 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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less expensive and pain-free way to renounce than is currently 

the case. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I am unable to begin planning for retirement or afford financial 

advice from someone that understands tax implications in both 

countries. As a result I feel worse off than my non US citizen 

peers and less prepared for retirement. I feel I will end up 

financially dependent on my spouse not because I don't have the 

ability to save for retirement but because I need to make 

different and specific decisions to limit my tax liability despite 

paying significant tax in my country of residence.  

 

Treatment of my country's retirement vehicle is unclear not 

covered under a treaty and a cause of great stress for me. I 

recently became compliant via streamlined and it cost me 

5000usd and involved a lawyer which is mainly due to the fear 

instilled in anyone that is not compliant this was all related to 

treatment of the retirements funds. This was in dec19.  

 

I would like to invest in foreign funds (local to me!) since I plan 

to retire in my country of residence but I can’t due to punitive 

tax laws surrounding PFICs. The issue as well is that US tax law 

is written for US residents those living abroad subject to tax 

laws of other countries have to comply with 2 sets of laws which 

can be contradicting particularly tax advantaged retirement 

vehicles the IRS itself doesn't know how to treat them for tax 

purposes and therefore there is no certainty and this leads to 

prepares taking conservative approaches which hurt the 'tax 

payer' and lead to double taxation.  

 

It’s grossly unjust and I feel unable to live a normal life outside 

of the US. Also I feel worried that I may have to structure assets 

in a way that favours my spouse and in case of a breakdown I 

would be at a disadvantage. All in all its made me want to 

renounce my citizenship just so I don’t have to deal with the 

stress which is really a horrible position to be in. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
It’s just too costly to keep [US citizenship] and the stress each 

year is enormous! I feel extremely saddened by the loss of my 

homeland and that I feel the US has gone against the exact 

reason our forefathers established the US,...taxation without 

representation. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: did not indicate 
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Experience of renunciation 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Delaware 
I would like to see tax reform that would at the very least 

simplify compliance for U.S. citizens/green card holders abroad. 

Ideally, I'd prefer to see a change to residence-based taxation. 

 

When I learned about FBAR I was petrified I'd be hit with huge 

penalties. I was terrified. I also dreaded an audit. The then 

official OVDI program seemed more geared towards criminals 

rather than inadvertent non-filers abroad. It seemed draconian, 

even unconstitutional in its harshness. 

 

[The renunciation process] went smoothly but I was very sad to 

go. However, I felt huge relief. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 7 to 10 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Alaska 
Great relief at not be a stupid USA citizen anymore and that I 

was free at last from a system of taxation that unfairly targeted 

me while living abroad. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Former resident of: California I have no obligations to the USA. My son remains a citizen and 

non-compliant. This concerns me.  

 

 I think the current laws are draconian, impossible to understand 

or reasonably comply. They are written for a different purpose 

than they are used. They are criminal and impose impossible 

burdens on many us citizens. It is taxation without 

representation. I would like to see facts and fears abolished and 

residence-based taxation implemented. 

 

I just feel so angry. Citizens abroad have no privacy with regards 

to their finances. Are unjustly burdened with impossible 

compliance requirements and loss of access to many normal 

services. It is wrong! 

 

I was psychologically and financially stressed by the lead up [to 

my renunciation] - learning from my bank and the internet about 

my tax situation. Having to comply with all the requirements to 

become up to date was so stressful and expensive. The first tax 

advisor who did my returns was an inept charlatan who not only 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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gave me wrong info but exposed me to penalties. Also I felt 

pressured to enter my kids into the system which I should never 

have done as they were born overseas. In the end I felt so angry 

and betrayed by the insane requirements and expense that 

resulted in no tax but thousands of dollars in accounting fees that 

I was relieved to give up my citizenship and so was my 

daughter. 

 

The process was simple. Straightforward but punitively 

expensive. There is nothing that could justify that cost -  

embassy staff were friendly, understanding and dare I say even 

encouraging. I am very glad I did it. I’m going into retirement 

soon and I could not have lived with the stress, cost of 

compliance as well as taxing my meagre retirement fund. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Florida 
I felt devastated, yet almost forced into a corner with no choice. 

It saddened me that my country of birth cared so little for its 

citizens abroad. I felt as if I were being punished for living 

outside the US. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 3 to 5 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: New 

York 
[I renounced because I was] not getting banking services in EU 

due US citizenship [and I had] privacy issues with US tax 

system. 

 

The person taking my case was clearly having they first 

renounce case, they asked multiple times off the record why I do 

it and was really amazed that someone would give up US 

citizenship that to them was best thing in world. After the initial 

appointment things turned into something between Kafka and 

farce. It took one year, three tries and two appointments to get 

forms right. With embassy being unresponsive and messages 

getting lost somewhere. 

 

First I was angry about going through all this and pay "ransom" 

to get my freedom, nowadays I look back with relief that I did it. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

Pennsylvania 
After 50+ years living/working outside the US, in retirement 

suddenly for the first time I owed us taxes. 

 Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 Expensive (cost to renunciate, plus travel to embassy). 

Nervousness in anticipation. Exhilaration after, a lot of 

exhilaration! 

 

Exit interview experience was fine- consul polite, warm. 

 

The US should stop taxing/tracking the finances of people who 

neither live nor work in the US. 

 

It violates the sovereignty of my home country that the US 

demands (somewhat successfully) that my financial data be 

shared with the US. 
 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 5 to 7 years ago  
Formerly registered to vote in: 

California 
I am relieved that I no longer have to file this obnoxious 

paperwork that was an absolute headache and extremely 

expensive to comply with. I most definitely want to see these 

awful extraterritorial laws REPEALED not only because of the 

suffering they have caused me but continue to cause so many 

other Americans. We've got no representation in Congress! 

What country does this to its own people? Repeal the damn 

things! 

 

FATCA and FBAR are a form of entrapment.  

 

When I realized I would be forced to renounce, I was extremely 

depressed and felt nauseous for a long time. I had trouble 

sleeping for several months. I am still distressed at having had to 

give up my US citizenship since at my core I felt (and still feel) 

American. These politicians had a hand in taking away what was 

one of the most precious things I ever had. And I resent them for 

making things so onerous. (To think I used to vote Democrat). If 

I could get back my US citizenship I would, but not under 

current circumstances (Fatca, etc.),. Things have gotten even 

more complex and I wouldn't be able to make it. It's time to 

repeal those insufferable extraterritorial laws that were passed by 

a bunch of thugs. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former US citizen  
Renounced 1 to 3 years ago  
Former resident of: Michigan I was advised (lied to by a lawyer) to enter the US tax system. 

 

It has been years of stress and sleepless nights. A true nightmare. 

 

I feel it has a possibility of destroying my retirement. I have 

saved very carefully for my retirement and now feel that has 

been threatened. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Cannot access financial services in United States 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I need to keep my investments in the US for tax reasons, but I 

cannot open new accounts without providing a US address and 

stating that I am a resident of the US. I did not have these 

accounts open before I left.  

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas Bank and investment accounts abruptly closed in the US by 

banks who just cannot be bothered to complete the paperwork. Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Medicare and other public benefits 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: 

Massachusetts 
After I and my employers have paid for Medicare since its 

inception (and continue to deduct from my Social Security 

Benefit), I should receive Medicare Coverage wherever I live. 

Not to be covered when outside the US is unconscionable in the 

extreme. 

 

This is especially true for me since I live less than 2 km from 

one of the best hospitals in South America. And medical costs 

are at least 30% less than in the US. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Spouses of US citizens 
 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  Keeping my spouse's name off joint assets has led to hire taxes 

for me in the country where we live. 

 

We have basic joint bank accounts which we set up before 

FATCA. We keep the balances small (well under the FBAR 

filing limit) and use cards attached to my single-name accounts 

for many of our purchases. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Spouse/Partner of U.S. citizen  I often thought about how it was emigrating from Germany in 

1933. 

 

I would be ready to pay higher taxes if the flood of informational 

forms could be reduced. Completing all 8938s, 5471s, 926s etc. 

was a months long  summer project costing tens of thousands of 

$s every year - a killer for individuals and small businesses and a 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 
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formidable competitive disadvantage for all US persons and 

small businesses. Lowering taxes is ineffective when the 

administrative burden increases by6 orders of magnitude. 
 

Green card holders 
 

Comment   
Green card holder Stop taxing US Citizen and Green Card Holders on their 

worldwide income. Don’t complicate the disclosure requirement 

of FBAR and FATCA. Abolish it as it is against the basic 

freedom and liberty to all who live in USA and fail to move on 

to other country due to it. It is against the basic culture of USA 

which gives freedom. Freedom or liberty is the basic right of US 

person and the disclosure requirement of FBAR, FATCA or tax 

on worldwide income should not be the hurdle in the freedom of 

a person. It results in lack of development of a person and he or 

she will restrict himself or herself to US soil only as moving out 

in present international tax laws and investing in other countries 

and bring back the revenue to USA. It’s in a way making the 

people of USA underdeveloped. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

No problems 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Illinois I have a tax man do my return in the USA. 

 

No problem. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Rhode Island  I do not worry about taxation because my pension income is not 

taxed locally. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Fine, it’s the same everywhere. 

 

Not a huge deal, there are enough banks in Europe that do accept 

US citizens. 

 

It's fine if you're a paperwork person. Nearly, every western 

country has exit rules you have to pay attention to. 

 

Really, how hard is it to file an FBAR? 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 
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What should be done? 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Maryland I would like to see Treasury change the language in the current 

taxation law to “resident” instead of “citizen”. FATCA AND 

FBAR can be applied to U.S. based residents ONLY! 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $0 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California I would like to have a clearer, simpler means of completing my 

US tax forms, and hope not to be penalized for my failure to 

complete them in previous years. 

Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Get rid of this arduous nonsense for those of us whose incomes 

are so low that we don't pay taxes anywhere.  

 

The hours of my life I will never get back spent filling out this 

paperwork infuriate me. Make it stop!! 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New Jersey For the US not to act as if we are traitors. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Respect of the rule of law which implied that either bank secrecy 

on account balances is lift for all or for none except in case of 

indicia of fraud. 

 

The US can only tax expat income whose source is the US to 

respect its multilateral treaty OCDE treaty 127. 

Resident of: Did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Oregon I want resident-based taxation like every other country. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon I feel [these policies are] inherently unfair, and the treatment US 

citizens receive from our government is punitive and invasive. I 

would like the US to treat its citizens abroad in a manner that 

more closely resembles how most other countries do so. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $1 - $24,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I have enough trouble complying with the tax regulations of the 

country I live in. I have always objected to the idea that the US Resident of: a country in Europe 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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 should be able to tax me and demand info about my non-US 

finances. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Indiana I have very little savings and the FBAR and FATCA rules are 

senseless, especially when the ultra-rich people have ways and 

means of paying little or nothing and able to hide their assets 

"legally." 

 

I would like to stop having to file taxes in a country where I 

have no income and where I do not live. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: Iowa I would prefer to see FATCA completely cancelled, but RBT 

would be acceptable to me. It makes more sense. I would like to 

see American citizens allowed to keep bank accounts in the US 

even if they do not have a US address. It makes me angry to see 

so many celebrities, especially politicians in my country of 

residence who are also US citizens, and members of parliament, 

mayors, ministers, etc. I am fairly certain they are not subject to 

the same reporting requirements for FBARS and etc. but the 

humble mortals are. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Former resident of: New 

Hampshire 
I would like the IRS to stop considering nonresidents as 

potential criminals! I don't mind filling for income tax, but I am 

not happy having to file the FBAR; especially considering my 

financial worth. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Former resident of: Ohio The tax system imposed upon Americans living abroad is unfair, 

harsh and punitive for low- and middle-income persons.  Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Oregon US extraterritorial taxation, FBAR reporting, and FATCA, 

should all be completely abolished.  Resident of: country in Asia 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Texas I want FBAR, FATCA gone! And I want double taxation gone. I 

don't mind paying into SS, but the US has to sign totalization 

agreements with more countries then and give us a choice of 

where we want to pay the tax. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 
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Comment   
Registered to vote in: Virginia It's insane. US and Eritrea. 

 

Tax planning across countries is nearly impossible, as there are 

differing categorization of assets, approaches to capital gains, 

and retirement accounts. 

 

FATCA is bizarre and ridiculous for most normal, middle-

income expats. 

 

Eliminate citizenship based taxation; ease reporting requirement 

for non high-net worth individuals or those previously convicted 

of financial reporting crimes. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Wisconsin I believe in residency-based taxation and want to see the U.S. 

move to RBT. This also includes self-employment tax, which 

should not be levied on self-employed persons who already pay 

this tax in their country of residency. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $25,000 - $49,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: North 

Carolina 
I would like to see an end for US taxation for Americans not 

living in the US.  

 

I would like to be able to invest freely and only pay taxes in my 

country of residence. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Pennsylvania Would like country of residence to be taken into consideration 

when deciding who is required to file taxes and in relation to 

FBAR and FATCA. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California Ideally taxation would be residency based like most other 

countries in the world. It would at least recognise the 

government mandated retirement savings plans of other 

countries so as not to place a financial burden on citizens. Fatca 

should be exempt for bank accounts in the same country as you 

live in.  

 

It also should not include signatory accounts/power of attorney 

for elderly parents or volunteer organisations. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Hawaii Tax filing needs to be made easier and more specific to 

American living overseas who earn under the threshold. Give me 

a simple postcard type form - employer and amount made. Job 

done.  

 

Resident of: a country in Oceania 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 
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Superannuation should be treated like a tax-sheltered annuity in 

the US. Should not be reported until disbursement. Same with 

property (proceeds on sale reported and 50% taxable if spouse is 

a non-US citizen/non green card holder) and there should be a 

non-taxable threshold. 

 

My joint bank account balance and details are not reported in the 

US, so why are we required to do it if we live outside the US? 

Very unfair! My spouse in not a US citizen or green card holder 

and has never lived in the US. His financial details are not the 

business of the US. 
 

Comment   
Accidental American born in New 

Jersey  
Repeal fatca for Accidental Americans. It is pure theft. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Ohio I would like to be left alone and run my life and business. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like to see US worldwide taxation end. 
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Washington I would like to see US expats be freed from double taxation 

regardless whatever income they earned while residing abroad. 

Please remove FATCA and FBAR as no other nations in the 

world do such thing to their citizens living abroad. We are and 

will be forced to renounce when the time comes, as we cannot 

properly make plans for our retirement age. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $75,000 - $99,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: California The double taxation is diminishing my retirement savings. I 

believe it should be resident based taxation. The USA taxing 

people who do not reside there is TAXATION WITHOUT 

REPRESENTATION! FATCA AND FBAR SHOULD BE 

ABOLISHED. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Minnesota The USA needs to stop trying to tax people who are tax resident 

abroad. I should not have to pay someone or spend at least a day Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 
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 fighting with their overly complicated forms to prove I don’t 

owe anything. 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York I would of course like to see [CBT, FATCA and FBAR] 

eliminated. However even if we still had to file at least if it could 

be made easier that would greatly help. If they could eliminate 

pfic rules so I can invest, exempt from reporting valid 

government retirement vehicles and allow us to elect to use 

foreign currency as our currency instead of spot conversions to 

us dollars that cause phantom fx gains! Its another reason why 

non residency-based taxation doesn't work because we don't earn 

us dollars. I could deal with having to file if these conditions 

were met because at least then I could make normal financial 

decisions. Also have a free filing tool that was actually 

functional and included all the forms required.  

 

Also eliminate duplication and foreign bank account reporting 

there is no reason I should have to disclose how much money I 

have in my local bank to the us government its a gross invasion 

of privacy and is not in the spirit of how taxes are declared in 

self-declared and not evaluated by the government. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $100,000 - 

$149,999 

 

 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: District of 

Columbia 
USA needs to stop taxing foreign earned income or at least 

increase substantially the exemption limit.  
Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: Iowa I feel it is unfair that US citizens living abroad are taxed unfairly 

because rich people in the US hide money overseas. I don’t mind 

pay taxes where I live but don’t see a need to pay taxes to a 

country where I don’t live. 

Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $150,000 to 

$299,999 

 
 

Comment   
Registered to vote in: New York Reduce the filing burdens for overseas filers. Start by 

eliminating duplication. Resident of: did not indicate 

Annual income: $300,000 or more 

 
 


